■■ 


List  of  Parts 


MONOGRAPH  1,  VOLUME  II 

1.  General  Information. 

2.  Connecticut  Enactments. 

3.  Delaware  Enactments. 

4.  Georgia  Enactments. 

5.  Maryland  Enactments. 

6.  Massachusetts  Enactments. 

7.  New  Hampshire  Enactments. 

8.  New  Jersey  Enactments. 

9.  New  York  Enactments. 

10.  North  Carolina  Enactments. 

11.  Pennsylvania  Enactments. 

12.  RHODE  ISLAND  ENACTMENTS. 

13.  South  Carolina  Enactments. 

14.  Virginia  Enactments. 


V70ec' 


^1 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/backgroundsofsel212unit 


UNIVERSITY 
OF  FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES 


BACKGROUNDS  OF  SELECTIVE  SERVICE 


Military  Obligation: 

THE  AMERICAN  TRADITION 


A Compilation  of  the  Enactments  of  Compulsion 
From  the  Earliest  Settlements 
of  the  Original  Thirteen  Colonies  in  i6oj 
Through  the 

Articles  of  Confederation  iy8g 


SPECIAL  MONOGRAPH  NO.  1 
VOLUME  II 

PART  12.  RHODE  ISLAND  ENACTMENTS 


THE  SELECTIVE  SERVICE  SYSTEM 


1947 


UBS 


CLEARANCE  COMMITTEE 


Brig.  Gen.  Carlton  S.  Dargusch,  Chairman 

COL.  VICTOR  J.  o’kELLIHER  LT.  COL.  ARTHUR  BOONE 

COL.  LEWIS  F.  KOSCH  LT.  COL.  IRVING  HART 

COL.  WILLIAM  HART  MR.  KENNETH  H.  McGILL 


PREPARED  AND  COMPILED  BY 

Lt.  Col.  Arthur  Vollmer 


GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE 
WASHINGTON  ; 1947 


FOR  SALE  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUMENTS,  U.  S.  GOVERNMENT 
PRINTING  OFFICE,  WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


1620 

1625 

1630 

1635 

1640 

1645 

1650 

1655 

1660 

1665 

1670 

1675 

1680 

1685 

1690 

1695 

1700 

1705 

1710 

1715 

1720 

1725 

1730 

1735 

1740 

1745 

v1750 

N 

^1755 

:.*•  1760 

I 

• 1765 

s 

1770 

I 

i-ms 

3 

'*neo 

‘§1 

1^785 

A. 

' 1795 

! 

I life 


Rhode  Island 


War 


Class  I Provisions 


Class  II  Provisions 


1637  PEQUOT 


(94)  1647 


(582)  1663 


Notes 

Class  i Provisions  are  defined  os  9er>etal  enactments  of 
compulsion:  laying  obligation  on  citizenry^  or  for  duly  in 
common  militia,  or  both. 

Class  II  Provisions  are  defined  as  drafts  of  members  of 
militia  and  other  orgonizations,  or  of  citizenry,  on  specific 
occosions,  or  for  specific  purposes. 

Numbers  in  porentheses  identify  Statutes  reproduced  in 
this  Compilation  and  referred  to  in  the  Digest. 


Historical  Data 

1636.  Providence  Plantations  founded  by  Roger  WiU 
1639.  Newport  founded. 

1643.  Royal  patent  for  Providence  Plantations  consisting 
of  Newport,  Providence,  Portsmouth  (and  Warwiclr). 

1655.  Potent  confirmed  by  Oliver  Cromwell. 

1663.  Charter  by  King  Chorles  II,  of  Rhode  Island  ond 
Providence  Plonlalions. 

1686-89  Usurpation  of  Sir  Edmond  Andros. 


1673  DUTCH 

1674 

KING  PHILIP'S 

1678 


(588)  1718 


1755 


1763 


FRENCH  ond  INDIAN 


(590,  591)  1757 


(594,  115,  116,  117)  1777 
(595)  1778 
(618,  621)  1780 
(596,  597,  121)  1781 


(125)  1793 
(465)  1798 


S«e  Notes  to  Gtronolosies,  Vol.  II,  Pan  1 


ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 


16 


See  also  original 

p.  16. 


22.  It  is  ordered,  that  for  as  much  as  there  are  some  re- 
mote places  inhahitcd  and  possessed,  within  our  charter,  and 
it  is  found  necessary  that  a vigilant  eye  be  had  over  them,  it 
is  ordered  that  Newport,  shall  take  into  their  custody,  the 
trading  house  or  houses  of  the  Narragansett  Bay  ; Portsmouth, 
to  take  in  Prudence;  and  Pawtuxet  shall  be  left  to  their  choice, 
whether  they  will  have  Providence,  Portsmouth  or  Newport 
over  them  : and  it  is  ordered,  that  the  officers  of  each  town, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in  them  or  either  of  them, 
according  to  their  precincts  by  this  present  court  assigned. 

23.  It  is  ordered,  that  there  is  free  liherty  granted  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Province,  if  they  will,  to  erect  an  artillery 
garden,  and  that  those  that  are  desirous  to  advance  the  art 
military,  shall  have  freedom  to  exercise  themselves  therein 
and  to  agree  of  their  form  and  choose  their  officers,  as  they 
shall  agree  among  themselves. 

24.  Provided,  shall  choose  their  officers 

after  the  loth  of  June  next,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  ten 
pounds  a town,  if  neglected. 

25.  It  is  ordered  that  in  case  of  necessity,  without  the 
bounds  of  the  town,  a special  officer,  for  the  execution  of  jus- 
tice, may  be  authorized  by  any  of  the  General  officers,  for  a 
general  case. 

26.  It  is  ordered,  that  the  General  officers  shall  write  to 
the  Bay,  about  Pawtuxet  inhabitants,  and  also  to  write  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof  to  own  and  choose  the  government  of  the 
Province. 

27.  It  is  ordered,  that  the  Dutch,  French  and  other  aliens 
or  any  Englishman  inhabiting  among  them,  shall  pay  the  like 
customs  and  duties  as  we  do  among  them,  for  all  such  goods 
as  shall  be  imported  for  the  English,  excepting  beaver.  Also, 
we  do  absolutely  prohibit  them  or  any  of  them,  to  trade  or 
barter  with  Indians  within  our  jurisdiction,  upon  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  ship  and  goods,  and  this  to  take  effect  after  due 
notice  given.  The  General  officers  are  ordered  to  write  to 
the  Dutch  Governor;  and  upon  the  return  of  the  answer,  it 
shall  be  commended  to  the  towns  to  consider  of. 

28.  It  is  ordered,  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  each  town, 
shall  choose  their  military  officers  from  among  themselves,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  after  the  twelfth  of  March,  and  that,  eight 
several  times  in  a year,  the  bands  of  each  plantation  or  town, 
shall,  openly  in  the  field,  be  exercised  and  disciplined  bv  their 
commanders  and  officers;  the  months  of  May,  August,  Janu- 
ary and  February  excepted;  and  on  the  first  Mondays  of  the 
other  months,  all  the  train  band  to  make  their  personal  ap- 


94.  R.  I. — General  Court  of  Election,  Portsmouth,  Code  of  Laws,  164^ — Procs. 
1st  General  Assembly,  Acts  and  Orders  May  ig-21,  iG^y,  pp.  ig-iy. 
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pearance,  completely  armed,  to  attend  their  colors,  by  8 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  at  the  second  begitJ^f.  the,  ; and 
if  any  appear  not,  they  sliaiTTorf^t  and  pay  five  shilli^^  into 
the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the'banS  ; and  if  any  shall  come  de- 
fective in  his  arms  or  furniture,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  twelve  pence,  after  the  town  council  have  caused  them 
to  be  supplied ; and  that  all  men  who  shall  come  and  remain  the 
space  of  twenty  days,  shall  be  liable  to  the  injunction  of  this  or- 
der ; provided,  herdsmen,  lightermen  and  such  as  be  left  of  ne- 
cessity at  farms,  shall  pay  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  every 
day’s  absence;  and  that  the  two  chief  officers  in  each  town,  to 
wit,  one  of  the  commonwealth  and  the  other  of  the  band,  upon 
the  exhibition  of  the  complaint  of  the  clerk,  which  shall  be  with- 
in three  days  after  the  fault  committed,  shall  judge  and  deter- 
mine, of  the  reasons  of  the  excuses;  who,  upon  hearing 
thereof,  shall  determine  whether  every  such  person  shall  pay, 
five  shillings,  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  or  nothing  ; and  ac- 
cording as  they  find  any  defective,  shall  give  their  warrants 
to  the  clerk  to  destrain  their  goods,  if  they  shall  refuse  to  pay 
what  is  ordered.  And  if  the  clerk  shall  neglect  to  gather  up 
what  is  ordered,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  so  much  into  the 
hands  of  the  Captain,  the  next  training  day  : and  that  all  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  shall  be  employed  to  the  use  and  service 
of  the  band.  And  the  town  councils  shall  have  power  to 
cause  those  which  are  defective  in  arms,  to  be  supplied,  in  an 
equal  way,  according  to  estate  and  strength : And  if  any  of 
the  train  band  after  his  appearance  shall  refuse  or  neglect  the 
command  of  his  Captain,  to  be  exercised  and  disciplined,  he 
shall  forfeit  as  much  as  if  he  had  not  appeared  : And  that  the 
town  council  shall  order  the  power  of  the  military  officers 
within  their  town,  and  in  all  cases  that  concern  the  whole  the 
President  and  the  four  assistants  and  the  captains  of  every 
band,  shall  be  the  council  of  war:  that  if  any  of  the  officers  of 
the  band,  be  at  any  time  left  out,  they  shall  bear  arms  again, 
for  the  Constitution  of  our  place  will  not  bear  the  contrary : 
that  every  inhabitant  of  the  island  above  sixteen  or  under  six- 
ty years  of  age,  shall  always  be  provided  of  a musket,  one 
pound  of  powder,  twenty  bullets,  and  two  fathoms  match,  with 
sword  rest  and  bandaleers  all  completely  furnished. 

29.  It  is  ordered,  that  in  regard  of  the  many  incursions  that 
we  are  subjected  unto,  and  that  an  alarum  for  the  giving  of  no- 
tice thereof  is  necessary  when  occasion  is  offered,  it  is  agreed 
that  this  form  be  observed,  viz:  three  muskets  distinctly  dis- 
charged, and  a herald  appointed  to  go  speedily  through  the 
town  and  cry  Alarum,  Alarum,  and  the  drum  to  beat  inces- 
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Santly ; upon  which,  all  to  repair,  upon  forfeiture  as  the  town 
council  shall  order,  unto  the  town  house,  there  to  receive  in- 
formation of  the  town  council,  what  is  further  to  be  done. 

30.  It  is  ordered  and  agreed,  that  if  any  person  or  persons 

shall  sell,  give,  deliver,  or  any  otherwise,  convey,  any  powder, 
shot,  lead,  gun,  pistol,  sword,  dagger,  halbert,  or  pike  to  the 
Indians  that  are  or  may  prove  offensive  to  this  Colony  or  any 
member  thereof,  he  or  they,  for  the  first  offence,  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  and  for  his  second  ofl'ence,  offending 
in  the  same  kind,  ten  pounds,  and  being  lawfully  convicted, 
shall  forfeit  ten  pounds,  half  to  the  State  and  half  to  him  that 
will  sue  for  it,  and  no  wager  of  law,  by  any  means  to  be  al- 
lowed to  the  offender  : and,  it  is  further  ordered,  that  if  any 
person  shall  mend  or  repair  their  guns,  or he  shall  for- 

feit the  same  penalty. 

31.  It  is  ordered,  that  the  town  officers,  shall  give  iheir  en- 
gagements in  their  several  towns  to  the  General  officer  in 
that  town,  before  they  execute  their  office. 

32.  It  is  ordered,  that  if  the  Indians  shall  offer  to  put  away 
upon  exchange  or  barter,  their  false  peag,  for  good,  and  war- 
rant it  so  to  be  and  it  is  found  otherwise,  it  shall  be  confis- 
cated to  the  public  treasury. 

33.  It  is  ordered,  that  every  town  shall  have  a copy  of  the 
laws  and  orders,  and  that  each  town  shall  pay  for  their  copy : 
and  also,  that  the  council  for  the  town  shall  order  the  fees  for 
their  officers,  and  the  General  officers  sh.dl  order  the  fees  of 
the  General  officers  ; provided  that  nothing  already  conclud- 
ed in  the  bulk  of  laws  be  any  ways  crossed  or  evaded. 

[It  is  apparent  from  the  foregoing  proceedings,  that  this  was  a meeting 
of  the  Corporators  in  person,  assembled  to  decide  whether  they  would  ac- 
cept the  charter  Without  such  an  act  of  acceptance,  tliey  could  neither 
claim  any  advantage  from  it,  nor  would  they  be  bound  by  its  provisions.  It 
was  proposed,  as  it  would  seem  from  their  fourth  resolution,  that  each  indi- 
vidual, should  signify  his  acceptance  by  setting  his  hand  to  an  engagement. 
The  form  of  the  engagement,  is  embodied  in  the  “ laws  in  bulk,”  but  it 
was  not  signed  by  any  one.  They  probably  deemed  it  safer  to  rely  on  a 
vote  of  a majority  to  accept  and  on  the  silence  of  the  minority,  than  to  re- 
quire the  actual  assent  of  individuals  in  writing,  as  the  latter  mode  might 
imply  that  only  those  were  bound  by  the  charier,  who,  by  signing  the  en- 
gagement, assented  to  its  adoption. 

The  model  referred  to  in  the  sixth  resolution,  and  “ the  laws  contracted 
in  the  bulk,  with  the  administration  of  justice  according  thereto,”  referred 
to  in  the  seventh,  constitute  the  Code  of  laws  before  referred  to.  It  is  as 
follows.  ] 
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Granted  by  His  Majesty 

King  CHARLES 
The  SECOND, 


TO  THE 


COLONY 

O F 

Rhode-Iiland^ 

AND 

Providence  -Plantations, 

In  AMERICA. 


N E P 0 RT,  Rhode  1/land  : 

Prinifil  by  James  F r a n k l j n,  and  Sold  ~at  his  Shop  near 
ihe  Town  School-Houfe.  1730. 


95.  R.  I. — Charter,  Charles  II;  J.  Franklin,  ly^o;  July  8,  i66^,pp.  (/)  and  {8), 

frontispiece. 
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The  CHARTER 

Granted  ly  His  Majesty  King 
Charles  the  Second^  &c. 

HARLES  THE  SECOND,  By  theGrace 
of  GOD,  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defendei  of  the  Faith,  6' TO 
ALL  to  whom  thefe  Prefents  ihall  come. 
Greeting.  WHEREAS  we  have  been  inform- 
ed by  the  Humble  Petition  of  Our  Tiulty 
and  well-beloved  Subjeft,  John  Clarke,  on  the 
Behalf  of  Benjamin  Arnold,  William  Brenton, 
t,  Kicholas  Eajion,  William  Boljion,  John  Porter, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  W/cks,  Roger  Wil/tams,  Thomas 
Olney,  Gregory  Dexter,  Jcdm  Coggejhall,  jofeph  Clarke  Randell 
H Iden,  John  Grren  Jfnhn  Roome,  Samuel  Wtlbore,  William  Field, 
James  Barker,  Rtchard  Tem,  Thnm/te  hf/rmf,  ana. 
and  the  Reft  of  the  Purchafets,  and  Free  Inhabitants,  of  our 
Ifljnd  called  R HO  DEIS  LAN  D,  sind  the  reft  of  the  Colony  of 
frovideme-Plantatcons,  in  the  Narraganfett  Bay  in  Nevo-Eng/and, 
in  America,  That  they  purfuing  with  Peaceable  and  Loyal  Minds, 
their  Sober,  Serious  and  Religious  Intentions,  of  Godly  edify- 
ing themfelves,  and  one  another,  in  the  Holy  Chriftian  Faith  and 
Worlhip,  as  they  were  perfwaded ; together  with  the  gaining 
over,  a»’d  Converfion  of  the  poor  Ignorant  Indian  Natives  in 
thofe  parts  of  America,  to  the  fincere  Profellion  and  Obedience 
of  the  fame  Fajth  and  Worlhip.  Did  not  only  by  the  Confent 
and  good  Encouragement  of  our  Royal  Progenitors,  Tianfport 
themfelves  out  of  this  Kingdom  of  England  into  America  but 
alfo  fince  their  arrival  there,  after  their  firft  Settlement  amongft 
other  our  Subjefts  in  thofe  parts,  for  the  avoiding  of  Difcoid, 
and  thofe  many  Evils  which  were  likely  to  enfue  upon  fomc  of 
thofe  our  SubjeSs,  not  being  able  to  bear  in  thofe  Remote  parts, 
their  different  Apprehenfions  in  Religious  Concernments.  And 
in  the  purfuance  of  the  above  laid  Ends  -,  Did  once  again.  Leave 
their  defireable  Stations,  and  Habitations,  and  with  Exce(f:vc 
Labour  and  Travel,  Hazard  and  Charge,  did  Tranfplant  them- 
fclves  into  the  midft  of  the  Indian  Natives.  Who  as  We  are 

A 2 informed. 


The  Petiti- 
onera. 


The  Periton, 
and  Grounds 
of  the  Grant. 


6 


[8] 

Pow-rofthe  or  in  his  Abfence,  the  Deputy  Governour,  and  major  part  of  the\ 
Govt-rnour  faid  Afliftancs,  for  the  time  being,  at  any  time  when  the  faid\ 
'^oneral  Affembly  is  not  Sitting,  to  nominate,  appoint  and  confti-  \ 
mWionOffi'^s  tute  fuch  and  fo  many  Commanders,  Governours,  and  Military  OF-  \ 
fortheMiUtn.  ficers,  as  to  them  fhall  feem  Requifite  for  the  Leading.  Conduft- 
ing  and  Tjaining  up  , the  Inhabitants  of  fajd  Plantations  in 
Martial  Affairs ; and  for  the  l)efence  and  Safeguard  of  the  faid 
Plantations  .•  AND  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  Lawful,  to  and  for  all 
and  every  fuch  Commander,  Governour  and  Military  Officers 
that  fliill  be  fo  as  aforefaid,  or  by  the  Governour,  or  in  his 
Abfcnce  the  Deputy  Governour,  and  Six  of  the’  faid  Affiftants, 
and  major  part  of  the  Freemen  of  the  faid  Company  prefent  at 
any  General  Aflembly  -,  Nominated,  and  Appointed  and  Confti- 
tuted  according  to  the  Tenor  of  his  and  their  refpeftive  Corn- 
Power  »s  to  miflions,  and  Direftions  ^ To  Aflemble,  Exercife  in  Arms.  Martial 
nuking  War.  Array,  and  put  in  Warlike  Pofture  the  Inhabitants  of  faid  Colo- 
ny tor  their  ipectal  Defence  and  Safety  ^ And  to  Lead  and 
Cnnduft  the  faid  Inhabitants,  and  to  hncounter,  Expulfe.  Expel 
and  Refill  by  force  ol  Arms,  as  well  by  Sea  as  by  Land  ^ and 
alfo  to  Kill,  Slay  and  Deltroy  by  all  fitting  ways,  Enterprizes 
and  means  wharfoever,  all  and  every  fuch  Perfon  and  Perfons,  as 
(hall  at  any  time  hereafter  Attempt  or  Enterprize  the  DeRrufti- 
on,  Invafion.  Detriment  or  Annoyance  of  the  laid  Inhabitants  or 
Plantations;  And  to  Ufe  and  Exercife  the  Law  Martial  in  fuch 
Cafes  only  as  occafion  fhall  neceflarily  Require  : AND  to  take 
or  Surprize  by  all  ways  and  means  wharfoever,  all  and  every 
fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons,  with  their  Ship  or  Ships,  Armour,  Am- 
munition, or  other  Goods  of  fuch  Perfons,  as  fhall  in  Holtile  man- 
ner Invade  or  Attempt  the  Defeating  of  the  faid  Plantations,  or  / 
Liberty tode.  ^be  Hurt  of  faid  Company  and  Inhabitants.*  AND  upon  Juft  / 
tiroy  the  indi- Caufes  to  Invade  and  Deltroy  the  Native  Indians,  nr  other  Ene-/ 
mies  of  faid  Colony,  NEVERTHELESS,  our  Will  and  Pleafure  is,/ 
and  we  do  hereby  Declare  to  the  reft  of  our  Colonies  in  Aeto~ 
England,  that  it  fhall  not  be  Lawful  for  this  our  faid  Colony  of 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantetioni  in  America  in  A'ew-Eng/andy 
to  Invade  the  Natives  Inhabiting  within  the  Bounds  and  Limits 
of  their  faid  Colonies,  without  the  Knowledge  and  Confenr  of 
the  faid  other  Colonies.  AND  IT  IS  HEREBY  DECLARED, 
thfl^dl^nsof  Lawful  to  or  for  the  reft  of  the  Colonies,  to 

another  Colo-  Invade  or  Moleft  the  Native  Indians,  or  any  other  Inhabitant, 
S^’ionierto^^  Inhabiting  within  the  Bounds  and  Limits  hereafter  mentioned  ; 
Ir.vade  tiiein-  they  having  Subjefled  themfelves  unto  Us,  and  being  by  Us  taken 
Coton'"^  into  our  fpecial  Proteftion,  without  the  Knowledge  and  Confent 
of  the  Governour  and  Company  of  our  Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland, 
and  Providence  Plantations.  ALSO  our  Will  and  Pleafure  is,  and 
we  do  hereby  Declare  unto  all  Chrilfian  Kings,  Princes,  and 
States,  that  if  any  Perfon  which  fhall  hereafter  be  of  the  faid 
Company  or  Plantations,  or  any  other  by  Appointment  of  the  faid 
Governour  and  Company  for  the  time  being,  fhall  at  any  time, 
or  times  hereafter  Rob  or  Spoil  by  Sea  or  Land,  or  do  any  Hurt 
or  Unlawful  Hoftility  to  any  of  the  Subjefts  of  Us  our  Heirs 
or  Succeflbrsi  or  any  of  the  Subjects  of  any  Prince  or  State  be- 
ing then  in  League  with  Us,  our  Heirs  or  SuccelTors  •,  upon 
Complaint  of  fuch  Injury  done  to  any  fuch  Prince  or  State,  or 
their  Subjects : VVe,  our  Heirs  or  SuccelTors  will  make  open 

Proclama- 
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1665.  this  Collony  from  the  very  begining  thereof,  soe  it  is  much 
on  their  hearts  to  presearve  the  same  liberty  to  all  persons 
within  this  Collony  for  ever,  as  to  the  worshipe  of  God, 
therein  taking  care  for  the  preservation  of  civill  goverment 
to  the  doeing  of  justice,  and  presearvinge  each  other  pro- 
prietyes  from  wronge  and  violence  of  others.  See  also  original 

And  as  to  the  fowrth  proposall. 

The  Assembly  doe  declare  that  all  acts  that  in  the  late 
fourlhyo-  troblesome  time  passed  in  this  Collony  in  any  sort  deroga- 
tory  to  his  Majesty e,  wherevpon  the  first  intimation  of  his 
Majestyes  most  happy  restoration  made  voyd,  and  his 
Majestyes  most  gracioues  pardon  hath  ben  by  a speciall 
acte  embraced  and  layd  hold  vpon  in  that  respect,  which  is 
also  more  pertlcelerly  confirmed  in  his  Majestys  most  gra- 
cioues letters  pattents  to  this  Collony  granted,  and  by  the 
Collony  most  humbly  received  with  all  due  submission  and 
atention  therevnto  ; as  alsoe  farther  enacting  and  declar- 
ing that  a speciall  survay  of  all  late  lawes  made  in  this 
Collony  be  taken,  and  all  things  therein  repealed,  &c., 
that  are  or  may  appeare  derogatory  vnto  the  Majestye  of 
our  Soveraigne  Lord  the  King,  and  his  Royall  favour  in 
the  foresaid  gracioues  Charter. 

And  lastly,  as  to  that  perticular  command  of  his  Majes- 
tye, that  care  be  taken  for  the  putting  the  Collony  into  a 
posture  of  defence,  which  appeareth  at  this  time  most 
needfull  and  most  wanting. 

The  Assembly  taking  into  consideration  the  great  defect 
JonU*Jning  training,  occasioned  by  the  remissnes  of  some  vnder  the 

the  mihtia.  gf  ]3urden  in  training  soe  often  as  eight  dayes 

in  the  yeare,  and  other  complaining  of  the  great  inequali- 
ty, in  that  the  poorest  being  vnable  to  spare  wherewith  to 
maintaine  armes  and  amunition,  as  powder,  &c.,  yett  are 
forced  by  the  law  to  beare  armes  as  well  as  the  most  able  ; 
to  redresse  which  grevances,  it  is  /enacted  and  declared, 
that  the  sixe  dayes  only  in  the  yeare  be  ordered,  and  are 
hearby  ordered  for  the  milletary  exercise  in  training, 
which  shall  be  dilligently  attended  to  in  each  respective 

582.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Newport;  Rees.  Vol.  2,  J.  R.  Bartlett,  i8^y 
Act,  circa  May  3,  1663,  pp  ii/y-ii8 
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towne,  vpon  penalty  that  each  Captain,  or  in  his  absence,  1666. 
the  Leftenant  of  each  towne,  shall  be  fined  in  case  he  call 
not  the  listed  soiilders  together  by  warrant,  to  make 
choyce  of  Captaine  and  other  officers  milletary  (at  such 
time  and  in  some  sort  as  it  is  by  a law  made  May  4th, 

1664,  it  is  provided)  the  summe  of  ten  pound  starling  to 
the  Gennerall  Treasury,  to  be  by  law  recovered  by  the 
said  Treasurer,  for  the  Collony  ; as  alsoe  fortye  shillings 
for  each  defect  of  calling  the  said  company  together  to 
traine  on  each  the  training  dayes  hereafter  appointed,  or 
refusing  then  to  exercise  them  in  training  ; and  the  dayes 
prefixed  for  the  exercise  of  training,  are  yearly  to  be  the 
last  Monday  in  May  ; the  first  Monday  in  September  ; 
the  first  Monday  in  November  ; the  last  Monday  in 
March,  and  the  last  Monday  in  Aprill.  And  for  the  in- 
corradgement  of  the  meaner  sort,  there  shall  be  alowed 
yearly  nine  shillings  in  currant  pay  to  or  for  each  soldiare 
listed  in  the  traine  band,  to  be  duely  payed  and  discount- 
ed yearly  by  the  Clarke  or  Treasurer  of  the  traine  band, 
at  the  Captain’s  discretion  for  the  repaireing  of  armes, 

&c.  ; and  the  said  nine  shillings  yearly  to  be  payed  and 
cleared  by  or  before  the  last  Monday  in  March,  and  de- 
livered or  ordered  to  such  parents  and  masters  as  find 
armes  and  amunition  (as  they  must  doe)  for  their  sones  and 
sarvants  that  are  listable,  which  are  to  be  listed,  and  to 
traine  ; as  alsoe  to  such  householders  or  other  men  that 
find  themselves  armes  and  traine  in  their  owne  persones  ; 
which  all  men  from  sixteene  years  of  ag!:e  to  sixtye  yeares 
old  are  hearby  required  to  doe,  both  masters,  parents, 
sones,  sarvants  and  others,  excepting  such  as  are  in  pub- 
licke  office,  or  are  by  former  lawes  exempted  ; and  for 
every  defecte  in  not  duely  attending  the  trainings,  each 
one  listed,  soe  deficient,  shall  for  every  dayes  defect,  pay 
three  shillings  fine,  to  be  levied  by  distraint  on  the  par- 
tyes  goods,  or  on  the  goods  of  the  master,  or  mistress,  or 
parents  of  such  sones  or  sarvants  as  are  defective  ; and  to 
the  end  the  fines  may  be  levied  more  certainly,  the  same 
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1665.  course  is  to  be  taken  to  take  the  same  as  was  ordered  for 
^~v-^the  former  fines  in  the  said  law  made  the  4th  of  May, 
1664,  and  returned  to  the  Clarke  of  the  band  for  suply  of 
drumes,  collers  and  holbords,  &c.,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Captaine,  Leftenant  and  Ensigne,  for  the  company  ; and 
that  care  be  taken  to  gather  all  former  fines  ; as  alsoe  the 
judging  of  other  defects,  in  that  sort  be  left  to  the  Coun- 
sell, &c.,  as  by  the  said  law  of  May  4th,  1664,  is  ex- 
pressed ; and  for  the  raysing  the  aforesaid  allowance  of 
nine  shillings  a yeare  for  each  souldier,  that  is  or  shall  be 
listed,  each  towne  shall  in  a towne  meeting  yearly  before 
the  first  Munday  in  November,  choose  a conveniant  num- 
ber of  men,  and  authorize  them  to  make  a rate  vpon  each 
one  rateable  within  the  precinckes  of  the  towne,  with  as 
much  equality  as  may  be,  according  to  each  ones  estate 
therein  being  ; and  shall  take  care  for  the  levying  of  the 
same  by  distraint,  in  case  of  none  paying  that  in  time  ap- 
pointed by  such  as  by  the  magistrates  in  each  towne  shall 
be  by  warrant  authorized  to  gather  the  same,  with  five 
shillings  on  the  pound  over  and  above  for  distraining,  to 
be  for  the  vse  of  hee  or  they  that  distraine  it ; and  the 
sum  soe  distrained,  to  be  returned  to  the  Clarke  of  the 
band  at  or  before  the  five  and  twentyeth  day  of  December, 
yearly  ; and  the  order  for  apprizing,  redeeming  or  selling 
distringesses  and  returning  the  overpluse  to  the  first  own- 
ers formerly  in  vse,  to  be  observed  by  such  as  distraine  ; 
as  alsoe  offesetting  with  or  for  each  persone  the  nine  shil- 
lings before  allowed,  in  case  there  hee  in  the  pertickelar 
rate  soe  much  as  and  what  either  rate  is  short,  is  to  be 
made  vp  and  payed  to  each  or  for  each  person  as  above- 
said.  And  as  for  choosing  the  Captaine  and  other  milli- 
tary  officers,  every  one  that  is  eighteene  yeares  old  or 
more,  and  hath  taken  the  oath  or  engagement  of  alegi- 
ance,  shall  vote  if  they  please  therein,  though  not  free- 
men, intending  only  the  officers  soe  chosen  are  only  for 
the  military  exercise  of  training,  there  be  power  by  the 
Charter  with  the  Generali  Assembly,  or  in  the  intervalls 
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of  the  Generali  Assemblys,  then  with  the  Governor  and  1665. 
Coiinsell,  &c.,  in  extraordinary  cases  to  take  care  of  and^-^"''"^ 
order  the  malitia  as  they  find  necessary  for  defence  and 
safetye  of  the  whole  Collony.  And  the  aforesaid  order, 
however  differing  from  former  lawes  or  orders  in  this  Col- 
lony consearning  training,  or  wherein  it  doth  differ,  is  to 
be  observed  and  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  this  As- 
sembly, any  law  or  clause  in  any  former  law  to  the  con- 
trary hearof  notwithstanding ; alwayes  provided,  that 
other  rules  in  the  former  law  of  May  the  4th,  1664,  &c., 
not  contradictory  to  this  present  law  shall  be  obsearved. 

And  for  the  farther  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  Defence  of 

^ ^ the  Collony. 

Collony,  in  having  a Magazine  or  store  of  armes  and  amu- 
nition,  both  in  pertickelar  men’s  houses,  and  alsoe  on  pub- 
licke  store  in  each  towne. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  Assembly,  and  straightly  The  law  for 
required  in  obediance  to  his  Majestyes  command,  declared 
by  the  Commissioners  in  the  first  proposall,  that  every 
man  in  each  towne  be  allwayes  furnished  with  two  pound 
of  gunpowder,  and  fowre  pound  of  lead  or  bulletts,  vpon 
penalty  of  being  fined  ten  shillings  to  the  towne  treasury 
where  he  dwells,  to  be  levied  by  distraint,  as  in  the  case 
or  cases  aforesaid,  in  case  hee  be  found  therein  defective 
from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  July  next  ensueing  ; and 
the  Clarke  of  the  traine  band  in  each  towne  is  hearby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  informe  himselfe  in  that  matter, 
by  inquiry  ; and  finding  any  man  vnsuplyed,  is  to  make 
report  to  the  magistrate  or  magistrates  in  each  towne,  that 
they  may  accordingly  take  order  to  take  the  fines  therefor, 
and  order  it  to  the  towne  treasury  ; as  alsoe  for  a com- 
mon magazine  ; the  towne  of  Newport  doe  before  the 
tenth  day  of  September  next,  raise  fiftye  pound  starling, 
at  least,  to  be  imployed  and  layed  out  in  powder,  lead 
and  armes  for  their  owne  defence  ; and  that  Providence, 
Portsmouth  and  Warwick  raise,  each  twentye  pound,  and 
improve  it  in  time  and  manner  as  aforesaid  for  each  their 
owne  respective  defence and  that  on  penalty  of  such, 
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1665.  the  fowre  townes  to  forfeit  as  much  as  the  respective 
summe  in  each  towne  ordered,  to  be  raised  in  case  of  de- 
fect or  neglect  hearof,  which  said  fine  shall  bee  to  the 
Generali  Treasury,  and  recoverable  on  the  treasurer  of  the 
defective  towne,  in  case  it  appeare  not  to  the  Governor 
and  Counsell  that  they  are  provided  according  to  this 
order. 

It  being  by  the  Assembly  advised  that  the  Governor, 
Benedict  Arnold,  would  send  to  William  Coddington, 
tothe”prJ>!  Esquire,  and  those  concearned  (called  Quackers),  to  come 

posalles  pre-  ' ' 

Mncodf  presance  of  the  Assembly  to  receive  the  returne  made 
dington,  &c.  ijy  Right  honourable  his  Majestyes  Commissioners, 
Sir  Robert  Carr,  Knight,  Colonall ; George  Cartwright 
and  Samuell  Maverick,  Esquires,  in  answer  to  the  said 
William  Coddingtones  paper,  dated  in  Newport,  March 
the  9th,  1664  and  5 ; the  said  returne  of  the  honourable 
Commissioners  vnder  their  hands  bearing  date  March 
13th,  1664,  was  in  presence  of  the  Assembly  on  the  15th 
of  May,  1665  communicated  to  the  said  Coddington, 
Nicholas  Easton  and  others,  and  a true  coppie  thereof,  to- 
gether with  a coppie  of  the  five  proposalles  commended 
to  this  Collony  by  the  honourable  Commissioners,  dated 
March  the  4th,  1664,  were  by  the  Governor  delivered  to 
the  said  William  Coddington,  for  his  and  the  rest’s  consid- 
eration, to  mind  and  obaye  accordingly.  Done  in  presence 
of  the  Assembly. 

Whereas,  very  great  inconveniancyes  attend  vpon  the 
concerning  refusing  to  searve  by  such  as  are  chosen  to  searve  in  the 

constables  *' 

andsargantspig^QQ  Constable,  Towne  Sargant,  or  others  constituted 
to  exicute  warrants  or  writts  in  speciall  occasions,  which 
refusing,  doth  evidently  tend  to  the  ruin  of  the  govern- 
ment for  want  of  execution  of  the  law,  and  it  is  a high 
contempt  of  authority. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  present  Assembly  and 
the  authority  thereof,  that  if  any  man  thats  chosen  to  the 
place  of  Constable  or  Towne  Sargant,  by  the  towne  where 
he  dwelles,  or  is  required  by  a magistrate,  and  constituted 
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any  one  of  either  of  the  Towne  Sergeants  to  serve  any  1678. 
such  said  neglected  execution.  Alsoe  lickewise  if  any  of 
the  aforesaid  relations,  dependant  for  a lively  hood  on  any 
'of  the  slain  in  the  aforesaid  service,  or  of  any  slain  about 
any  generall  service  for  the  Collony  aforesaid,  then  their 
dependant  relations  in  need  and  necessity,  and  in  their 
judgment  grieved,  not  receiveinge  a supply  or  not  a suffi- 
tient  supply,  accordinge  to  their  necessities,  shall  as  the 
naaimed  aforesaid  may,  demand  it ; and  if  not  supplyed 
may  sue  as  the  maimed  may,  -without  any  fee  paying,  and 
shall  have  like  proceeding  to  all  intents  as  the  maimed 
shall,  to  recover  a supply  suffitient,  according  to  their 
necessities. 

Of  which  said  sufficient  supply  to  any  person  that  is 
aforesaid  granted  a supply,  if  difference  arise  between  the 
Collony  that  is  to  pay,  and  the  parties  that  are  to  receive  ; 
the  jury  shall  sett  and  proportion  the  sum.  And  this  act 
from  the  sealinge  and  publication  thereof,  and  every  clause 
therein,  shall  stand  in  full  force,  any  other  law  or  laws, 
clause  or  clauses  in  them  of  this  Collony,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstandinge. 

Voted,  and  further  needfull  to  be  considered  for  this  Persona  not 

to  be  corn- 

present  occasion  a more  certain  peaceable  settlement  for  f®ayne‘ agw 
the  ending  of  strife  and  unprofitable  contention,  which  ag^n'gt 
hath  too  long  continued,  as  to  the  liberty  of  some  men’  S science, 
consciences,  which  others  are  not  willing  to  allow  or  per- 
mitt  concerninge  trayninge  and  fightinge  to  kill  thereby. 

And  forasmuch  as  from  the  beginninge  of  these  Planta- 
tions law  hath  been  enacted  as  to  liberty  of  conscience  then 
senceable  of  others  oppression  of  their  owne  conscience  ; 
and  consideringe  that  every  one,  ought  both  toward 
God  and  man  to  have  a conscience  unspotted,  by  doeing 
that  which  God  requireth  to  be  done,  or  not  doeinge 
that  which  he  requires  not  to  be  done  toward  man ; 
and  pure  religion  before  God  the  Father,  is  to  visitt 
the  fatherless  and  the  widow,  and  to  keep  our 
selves  unspotted  of  this  world  or  worldly  things;  and 
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16-73.  considering  that  generally  the  inhabitants  of  this  Col- 
lony  hath  a conscience  or  understanding  even  about 
temporalis,  contrary  to  the  customs  of  our  nation  and  our 
neighbours  the  rest  of  the  Collonys  their  inhabitants,  even 
about  the  highest  things  of  that  nature,  viz. : jurisdiction, 
to  which  an  oath  is  allvvaies  joyned  to  the  authenticity 
of  their  proceedings  thereabout,  which  is  not  used  here  in 
this  Collony,  as  beinge  contrary  to  the  conscience  (as  it 
seemeth)  of  the  inhabitants,  even  about  such  high  occa- 
sions as  reach  life  or  death  ; and  consideringe  that  God 
himselfe  did  not  soe  universally  compell  to  his  war 
(though  soe  undoubtedly  warranted),  but  that  the  feare- 
full,  they  that  had  built  houses  and  not  dedicated  them, 
newly  married  a wife,  or  planted  a vineyard  and  not 
eaten  the  fruits  thereof,  had  a liberty  not  to  goe  to 
(or  returne  home)  from  the  said  war.  Alsoe  consideringe 
the  King’s  Majesty  hath  soe  highly  indulged  his  subjects 
of  this  Collony  to  excusinge  them  from  an  oath,  it  beinge 
about  teinporall  things,  notwithstandinge  by  the  lawes  of 
England,  united  to  all  such  proceedings  in  soe  high  mat- 
ters as  of  life  and  death  ; alsoe  consideringe  that  the 
King’s  Majesty  in  the  way  of  his  wars  doth  not  soe  uni- 
versally compell  all,  but  permitts  some,  yea  very  many 
not  to  trayne  or  fight  or  war  for  him,  whose  consciences 
are  that  they  ought  not  to  learne  war  nor  war  at  all ; yea, 
notwithstandinge  his  Majesty  have  great  warringe,  and 
useth  men  of  other  understandings  to  fight,  yet  not  those 
against  whose  conscience  it  is  to  fight,  that  they  who  will 
lose  their  owne  lives  rather  than  destroy  other  mens  lives, 
can  noe  waies  nor  by  noe  means  be  compelled  to  fight  to 
kiU  ; and  consideringe  there  are  divers  persons  of  severall 
societies,  who  are  one  in  that  point  of  conscience,  of  not 
trayning  and  not  fightinge  to  kill,  and  have  in  divers 
places  of  Scripture  the  letter  thereof  for  their  said  con- 
science, contrary  to  which  to  compell  them  (if  they  would 
be  compelled)  more  to  be  hypocrites  ; alsoe,  now  consid- 
eringe  as  aforesaid  if  persons  are  excused  then  of  God 
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from  war  because  fearefiill  of  loseing  their  lives  present,  1673. 
how  much  more  for  feare  of  loseinge  everlastinge  life,  by 
fightinge  against  the  minde  of  God  (as  they  are  per- 
swaded). 

If  persons  excused  from  war  least  they  be  slain  and  an- 
other dedicate  the  house  they  built,  how  much  more  ex- 
cused from  learninge  war  and  warringe,  least  thereby  and 
in  their  consciences  then  believe  they  should,  if  they 
learne  war,  and  fight  to  kill  and  destroy  that  house  of 
clay,  or  tabernacle  which  God  hath  built,  be  excused  from 
war  and  destroy inge  it,  beinge  the  temple  of  God. 

If  marryinge  of  a wife  shall  excuse  a man  from  war, 
how  much  more  any  such  who  are  pers waded  ii]  their  con- 
sciences that  they  are  espoused  to  Christ,  and  that  if  they 
should  learne  war  or  war,  would  occasion  a difference  and 
distance  between  them  forever. 

Or  he  that  hath  planted  a vineyard,  be  excused  from 
war  because  he  hath  not  eat  of  the  fruit,  how  much  more 
rather,  a man  excused  from  war,  than  whereby  he  is  per- 
swaded  if  warringe  against  his  conscience  and  understand- 
ing, he  cutts  off  a branch  or  limb  (which  God’s  right  hand 
hath  planted),  from  the  vineyard  and  destroys  it. 

And  seeinge  the  King’s  Majesty  is  pleased  to  forbeare 
to  compell  such  to  warr  who  are  perswaded  in  their  con- 
sciences they  may  not  fight  to  kill,  how  much  less  may 
such  compell  them  that  have  consciences  that  need  and  re- 
ceive a tolleration  from  the  King,  even  in  the  highest  tem- 
poral! things  in  jurisdiction  as  to  life  and  death,  and  cannot 
take  an  oath  of  allegiance,  though  annexed  thereto  ; yett 
his  Majesty  dispenseth  with  his  law,  how  much  more  ought 
such  men  to  forbeare  to  compell  or  endeavor  to  compell 
their  equall  neigbours  against  their  consciences,  to  trayne, 
to  fight  and  kill  by  force  of  any  by  law  of  theirs,  but 
rather  consider,  that  if  the  King’s  Majesty  indulge  us  all 
even  in  temporalis,  how  much  more  ought  his  subjects  to 
indulge  one  another. 

Bee  it  therefore  enacted,  and  hereby  it  is  enacted  by  his 
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1©TS.  Majestys  authority,  that  noe  person  nor  persons  (within 
this  Collon  v),  that  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  persuaded  in  his, 

Xonetobe  . *'/  ^ ^ 

their  conscience  or  consciences  (and  by  him  or  them  de^- 
con-°^^cia.red),  that  henor  they  cannot  nor  ought  not  to  trayne,  to 
learne  to  fi^ht,  nor  to  war,  nor  kill  any  person  or  persons. 

That  neither  he  nor  they  shall  at  any  time  be  compelled 
against  his  or  their  judgment  and  conscience  to  trayne,  arm 
or  fight,  to  kill  any  person  nor  persons  by  reason  of,  or  at 
the  command  of  any  officer  of  this  Collony,  civill  nor  mili^ 
tary,  nor  by  reason  of  any  by-law  here  past  or  formerly 
enacted  ; nor  shall  suffer  any  punishment,  fine,  distraint, 
pennalty  nor  imprisonment,  who  cannot  in  conscience 
traine,  fight,  nor  kill  any  person  nor  persons  for  the  afore- 
said reasons  expressed  with  many  more  implyed,  and 
others  for  brevety  concealed,  such  aged  men  of  such  said 
understandings  shall  be  exempt  from  traynings,  arminge, 
rallyinge  to  fight,  to  kill,  and  all  such  martiall  service  as 
men  are  by  any  other  debility  ; as  said  lame,  sick,  weake, 
deafe,  blinde,  or  any  other  infirmity  exempteth  persons  in 
and  by  law,  soe  the  aforesaid  men,  have  noe  abillity  to  fight, 
haveinge,  non  knowledge  soe  to  doe,  nor  capacity  soe  to 
learne,  they  takeinge  themselves  forbidden  of  God  to 
learne  war  any  more; 

Provided,  neverthele^,  that  all  those  who  are  per- 
swaded  ini  theit  understandings  and  consciences,  that  it 
is  lawfull,  aud  noe  offence  against  God,  to  fight,  to  kill 
enemys  in  hostillity  against  the  King  and  his  subjects, 
that  such  said  persons  of  lawfull  age,  and  not  exempted 
by  any  other  debilitys,  may  be  compelled  and  ought  to 
obey,  and  not  to  deny  obedience  to  such  said  service,  as  if 
the  aforesaid  act  by  which  the  aforesaid  exempted  had 
never  been  made;. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  such  said  persons  who 
cannot  fight  nor  destroy  men,  it  beinge  against  their  con- 
science to  doe  and  performe  civill  service  to  the  Collony^ 
though  not  martiall  service,  and  can  preserve  (soe  farr  as 
in  them  lies)  lives,  goods,  and  cattjoj  &c.,  that  when  any 
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enemy  shall  approach  or  assault  the  Collony  or  any  place  1673. 
thereof,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  the  civill  officers 
for  the  time  beinge,  as  civill  officers  (and  not  as  martiall 
or  military)  to  require  such  said  persons  as  are  of  sufficient 
able  bodye  and  of  strength  (though  exempt  from  arminge 
and  fightinge),  to  conduct  or  convey  out  of  the  danger  of 
the  enemy,  weake  and  aged  impotent  persons,  women  and 
children,  goods  and  cattle,  by  which  the  common  weale 
may  be  the  better  maintained,  and  works  of  mercy  mani- 
fested to  distressed,  weake  persons  ; and  shall  be  required 
to  watch  to  informe  of  danger  (but  without  armes  in  mar- 
tiall manner  and  matters),  and  to  performe  any  other  civill 
service  by  order  of  the  civill  officers  for  the  good  of  the 
Collony,  and  inhabitants  thereof ; and  the  aforesaid  or  by- 
law to  stand  in  full  force  and  every  clause  therein  (in  this 
Collony),  any  other  former  by  law,  act  or  acts,  clause  or 
clauses  in  them  or  either  of  them,  to  the  contrary  hereof 
in  anywise  notwithstandinge. 

Voted,  because  the  acts  of  this  Assembly  at  the  sittinge 
thereof  (this  adjournment),  is  of  soe  great  necessity  for 
the  preventinge  of  eminnant  danger,  be  it  therefore  en- 
acted by  his  Majestys  authority,  that  the  acte  of  this 
meetinge  upon  adjournment,  shall  within  six  dayes  of  the 
date  hereof,  be  published  under  the  seale  of  the  Collony  in 
Newport,  by  open  proclamation  to  be  made  there,  by  the 
Generali  Sergeant,  and  read  by  the  Towne  Clerke  of  the 
said  towne. 

Voted,  whereas  the  Generali  Assembly  was  adjourned 
unto  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  1673,  expectinge  to 
heare  of  some  approach  from  the  Dutch  before  October 
next,  as  is  unhappily  come  to  pass,  which  hath  occasioned 
this  present  assemblinge,  the  said  Dutch  havinge  taken 
New  Yorke,  and  the  inhabitants  in  expectations  of  the 
approach  of  the  said  Dutch  alwayes ; but  haveinge  this 
present  adjournment  enacted  some  acts  for  the  present  ne- 
cessity, doe  therefore  in  his  Majestys  name  adjourne  this 
Assembly  untill  some  time  of  great  occasion  by  suddaine 
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Voted,  that  whereas  there  is  a clause  in  a law  made  at  1676. 
an  Assembly,  held  May  the  7th,  1673,  wherein  is  speci- 

. . . . . -^'1  to  traing 

tied  that  persons  declareinge  that  it  is  against  their  con- 
science  or  judgments  to  beare  armes  in  martiall  or  millitary 
manner,  that  such  shall  not  be  lyable  to  the  millitary 
authority,  nor  any  wayes  lyable  to  pay  the  fine  by  law 
afore  ordered  and  set ; and  findinge  that  severall,  under 
pretence  decline  their  duty,  whereby  great  disturbance  is 
in  the  severall  Traine  Bands  ; therefore,  for  the  encour- 
aginent  of  the  millitia  in  this  Collony,  the  said  clause  in 
the  said  law  is  made  voyd,  null  and  repealed  ; and  a^ 
persons  in  this  Collony  are  to  be  observant  actively  or 
passively,  as  the  former  lawes  have  provided  in  millitary 
affaires  ; and  this  to  stand  in  force,  any  law  or  lawes, 
clause  or  clauses  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstandinge. 

Voted,  this  Assembly  adjourned  untill  the  first  Monday 
in  August  next. 

August  the  %th. 

August  the  7th,  beinge  the  first  Monday,  accordinge  to 
the  aforesaid  adjournment,  the  Assembly  met  and  sat. 

Voted,  that  Lieut.  Edward  Richmond  with  his  company 
shall  be  allowed  and  have  the  one  halfe  of  the  produce  of 
the  seven  Indians  they  brought  in. 

Voted,  that  Capt’n  Andrew  Edmonds  and  his  company 
shall  have  the  one  halfe  of  the  produce  of  the  Indians, 
beinge  thirty  five  brought  in  by  them. 

Voted,  that  what  Indians,  men  or  women  able  for  ser- Indian  men 
vice,  that  shall  be  sold  by  the  Committee  empowered  by^LTy^ars. 
an  act  of  the  Councill,  beareinge  date  the  24th  of  July, 

1676,  which  said  act  is  hereby  confirmed,  and  those  soe 
sold,  shall  be  for  the  towne  of  nine  yeares,  only  for  noto- 
rious persons  duly  detected  or  guilty,  this  act  shall  not 
excuse  such  ; and  in  such  case,  the  Collony  shall  beare 
harmless,  and  indemnify  the  purchasinge  person,  and  for 
all  other  Indians  brought  in  or  which  shall  be  brought  in, 

584.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Newport;  Rees.  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Vol.  2,  i8j/; 

Act,  June  30,  i6y6,  p.  343. 
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pp.  568,  569 

by  Thomas  Gould,  James  Reynolds  and  Henry  Tibbitts,  for  1677. 
instruction,  assistance  and  advice,  as  to  the  oppressions 
they  suffer  under  from  the  Collony  of  Connecticut.  ThiSf?\»9f«  ^ 
Court  haveing  seariously  considered  thereof,  doe  unani- 
mously declare,  that  they  will  vindicate  their  jurisdiction 
unto  the  Narragansett  country,  and  from  the  intrusions  of 
Connecticut  Collony  ; and  that  if  the  said  petitioners  shall 
suffer  either  in  their  persons  or  estate,  for  their  fidelity 
and  submission  unto  this  Collony,  we  will,  as  we  are  in 
duty  bound,  stand  by  them,  and  relieve  them,  by  all  law- 
full  ways  and  means,  whatever,  which  is  the  full  result  of 
this  Court,  or  answer  unto  the  said  petition,  dissentinge. 

Hereby  also  strictly  prohibitinge  the  said  Thomas  Gould, 

James  Reynolds  and  Henry  Tibbitts,  and  all  other  persons 
inhabitinge  in  the  Narragansett  country  from  yeildinge 
any  subjection  or  obedience  to  an}'’  authority  derived  from 
any  other  Collony. 

Voted,  whereas  his  Royall  Majesty  in  his  most  gracious  The  miimis. 
patent  granted  unto  this  Collony,  hath  therein  graciously 
given  and  granted  unto  his  people  and  subjects  the  inhab- 
itants thereof,  free  liberty  of  conscience  for  the  reall 
worship  of  God,  as  they  are  perswaded  by  the  severall 
dispensations  thereof : yet  therein  alsoe  strictly  requiringe 
and  commandinge  that  all  due  obedience  shall  be  given 
unto  the  laws  of  his  realme,  which  as  is  well  knowne,  are 
upheld  and  mainetained  under  God,  both  from  forreigne 
invasion  and  domestick  rebellion  by  the  millitary  power  ; 
alsoe  strictly  requireinge,  in  his  said  Pattent,  that  noe 
lawe  be  made  which  is  repugnant.  Yet  notwithstandinge 
some  under  pretence  of  conscience,  hath  taken  liberty  to 
act  contrary,  and  make  voyde  the  power,  strength  and 
authority  of  the  millitary  soe  necessary  to  be  upheld  and 
maintained,  that  the  civill  power  (in  which  the  whole  free- 
dome  and  priviledges  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects  are  kept 
and  preserved),  cannot  without  it  be  executed,  and  have 
soe  far  acted  therein,  that  this  his  Majesty’s  Collony  at 
this  time  is  in  effect  wholly  destitute  of  the  millitary 

585.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Newport;  Rees.  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Vol.  2,  i8^y; 

Act,  May  2,  1677,  pp.  567-573. 
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1677.  forces  for  the  preservation  thereof,  and  inhabitants  therein, 
-^''""^and  may  thereby  be  made  a prey  unto  the  weakest  and 
meanest  of  his  Majesty’s  enemys.  This  Court  havinge^ 
taken  the  matter  into  their  most  searious  consideration, 
and  findin^e  that  his  Majesty  in  his  Patient  hath  required 
that  the  inhabitants  of  his  CoIIony  are  to  be  led,  con- 
ducted and  trained  up  in  martiall  affaires,  doe  by  the 
power  and  authority  thereof,  order,  enact  and  declare, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  every  respective  towne  within  this 
Collony,  shall  in  each  towne  respectively  have  their  free 
choyce  or  election  of  their  millitary  commanders  and  offi- 
cers ; and  that  yearly,  upon  the  last  Monday  in  the 
month  of  May.  And  that  the  Governor,  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor, or  any  one  Assistant,  in  each  respective  toAvne, 
shall  give  forth  warrant  unto  the  Towne  Sergeant  to 
warne  the  inhabitants  to  assemble  in  armes  on  the  day 
abovesaid,  to  make  choyce  and  elect  their  commanders 
and  millitary  officers.  And  that  for  the  future  it  is  en- 
acted, that  the  Captaine,  or  in  his  absence  the  next  cheife 
commander  of  the  respective  Traine  Bands,  shall  give 
forth  warrant  from  time  to  time  unto  their  respective 
Corporalls,  or  some  other  person,  whoe  they  thinke  con- 
venient, to  warne  and  require  the  inhabitants  yearely,  on 
the  said  last  Monday  of  May,  to  assemble  in  armes  and 
elect  their  respective  commanders  and  millitary  officers  for 
the  exercisinge  of  the  people  in  martiall  affaires  in  each 
respective  towne.  And  that  the  Clerke  of  each  Traine 
Band  shall  within  ten  days  after  such  election,  returne  the 
names  of  the  Captaine,  Lievetenant  and  Ensigne  unto  the 
Governor,  or  in  his  absence  the  Deputy  Governor.  That 
soe  they  may  have  their  full  commission  for  the  execut- 
inge  and  dischargeinge  of  the  said  offices  under  the  Gov- 
ernor’s hand,  with  the  seale  of  the  Collony  affixed.  And 
further  it  is  enacted  by  this  Court  and  the  authority 
thereof,  that  there  shall  be  six  traininge  days  in  the  yeare 
with  the  day  of  election  ; which  days  of  traininge  shall 
be  for  the  towne  of  Newport  upon  the  last  Monday  save 


20 


AND  PROVIDENCE  PLANTATIONS. 


569 


one,  in  September ; the  last  Monday  save  one,  in  Octo-  1677. 
ber  ; the  last  Monday  save  one,  in  November;  the  last 
Monday  save  one,  in  March ; and  the  last  Monday  save 
one,  in  Aprill.  And  for  the  townes  of  Providence,  Ports- 
mouth and  Warwick,  their  days  of  trayninge  shall  be 
upon  the  last  Monday  in  September,  the  last  Monday  in 
October,  the  last  Monday  in  November,  the  last  Monday 
in  March,  and  the  last  Monday  in  Aprill  ; and  soe  for  all 
or  any  other  towne  or  village  within  this  Collony  ; and 
the  said  inhabitants  or  listed  souldiers  are  hereby  strictly 
required  and  commanded  to  make  their  personall  appear- 
ance compleat  in  their  armes,  at  the  second  beate  of  the 
drum,  in  such  places  in  the  respective  townes,  and  at 
such  houres  as  the  severall  Captaine  or  Captaines,  Com- 
mander or  Commanders  shall  appoint ; and  that  then  and 
there,  the  souldiers  respectively  shall  give  and  yeild  all 
due  obedience  unto  their  respective  Captaine  or  Cap- 
taines, Commander  or  Commanders.  But  if  any  of  the 
listed  souldiers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  appeare  on  the 
severall  days  above  mentioned,  and  then  and  there  to 
yeild  obedience  as  aforesaid  ; he  and  they  and  every  of 
them  soe  neglectinge,  shall  within  one  month  after  his 
non-appearance,  pay  for  his  said  default  the  just  sum  of 
two  shillings  in  money,  or  in  good  merchantable  pay  at 
price  equivalent  to  money,  unto  the  Towne  Treasurer,  of 
the  respective  townes,  for  the  use,  benefit  and  behoofe  of 
the  respective  Traine  Bands  ; and  the  Treasurer’s  receipt 
shall  be  a sufficient  discharge  for  the  person  soe  payinge. 

But  in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  pay  unto  the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  their  said  penalty  or 
penaltys,  of  two  shillings  as  aforesaid,  and  within  the  time 
aforesaid  ; that  then  the  Captaine  or  Captaines,  Com- 
mander or  Commanders,  are  hereby  empowered  and  au- 
thorized by  this  Court,  and  the  authority  thereof,  to  give 
forth  his  or  their  warrant  unto  his  or  their  respective 
Clerke,  or  to  some  other  person  belonginge  unto  the 
Traine  Band,  whoe  he  or  they  shall  thinke  fit  under  his 
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1677.  or  their  hand  or  hands,  to  require  and  command  any  such 
person  or  persons  with  sufficient  ayde  if  need  require,  to 
distraine  upon  the  estate  of  the  person  soe  defective,  to 
the  vallue  of  two  shillings  as  aforesaid,  together  with  six 
pence  in  like  pay  for  the  levieinge  such  defect,  which 
money  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Towne  Treasurer  of  eaeh 
towne,  for  the  use  of  the  Traine  Band  or  Traine  Bands 
there  ; and  the  Treasurer’s  receipt  for  the  same  shall  be  a 
sufficient  discharge  ; and  the  respective  Treasurers  of 
each  Towne,  are  hereby  required  and  commanded  to  re- 
ceive and  keep  the  said  fines  or  forfeitures  soe  delivered, 
into  his  hands  untill  such  time  as  the  Captaine  or  in  his 
absence,  the  next  cheife  officer  of  each  Company,  see 
cause  to  demand  and  receive  the  same  or  any  part  thereof 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Company  ; and  his  or  their  receipt 
shall  be  a sufficient  discharge  unto  the  Treasurer  for  what 
they  doe  receive.  And  furthermore,  it  is  hereby  enacted, 
that  every  listed  souldier  within  this  Collony  shall  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  have  one  good 
gun  or  muskitt  fit  for  service,  one  pound  of  good  powder, 
and  thirty  bullets  at  least,  upon  the  penalty  of  one  shil- 
linge  in  money  for  each  day’s  defect,  to  be  paid  unto  the 
Towne  Treasurer,  or  else  to  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
Company  as  aforesaid ; and  that  noe  person  or  persons 
within  this  Collony  from  the  age  of  sixteen  yeares  unto 
the  age  of  sixty  yeares,  shall  be  released  from  traininge 
or  other  duties  in  millitary  affaires,  exceptinge  only  the 
civill  officers  in  this  Collony,  or  such  whose  employments 
render  them  excusable  by  law,  unless  he  or  they  doe 
render  or  give  under  their  Captaine  or  next  cheife  com- 
mander in  the  Captaine’s  absence,  a good  and  full  satis- 
factory reason  for  their  neglect,  upon  which  the  said 
Captaine  or  next  cheife  commander,  hath  hereby  full 
power  granted  to  forgive  and  remit  the  same. 

Provided  always,  if  any  person  or  persons  to  be  dis- 
trayned  upon  by  vertue  hereof,  be  a son  or  servant,  that 
have  noe  visible  estate  of  their  owne,  that  then  the  said 
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fines  and  forfeitures  shall  be  levied  and  distrained  upon  1677. 
the  estate  of  their  respective  masters,  parents  or  other 
persons  under  whose  service,  command  or  tuition  they  are. 

And  further,  it  is  enacted  and  ordained  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  for  the  more  regular  proceedinge  in  levie- 
inge  and  distraininge  the  fines  above  mentioned,  and  that 
noe  person  shall  have  the  least  colour  to  complaine  of  in- 
justice or  oppression,  that  if  any  person  empowered  for 
levieinge  the  fines  or  forfeitures,  shall  by  vertue  of  any 
warrant  unto  him  or  them  directed,  seize  any  goods, 
household  stuffe,  or  commodity s more  in  vallue  than  the 
fines  or  forfeitures  soe  distrained  for,  together  with  the 
money  due  for  that  service,  they  shall  forthwith  expose 
the  said  goods,  household  stuff,  or  commoditys  to  sale  ; 
or  else  procure  them  to  he  justly  upraised  by  two  freemen 
of  this  Collony,  and  shall  thereupon  returne  the  overplus 
unto  the  owner  of  the  said  goods,  household  stuff,  or  com- 
moditys, which  sale  or  disposeall  thereof,  shall  be  good 
and  effectuall  in  law,  to  alter  and  change  the  property 
thereof.  Provided  alwayes,  and  this  Assembly  doe  here-  conscience, 
by  declare,  that  it  is  their  full  and  unanimous  resolution 
to  maintaine  a full  liberty  in  religious  concernments 
relateinge  to  the  worship  of  God,  and  that  noe  person  in 
habitinge  within  this  jurisdiction  shall  bee  in  any  wise 
molested,  punished,  disquieted  or  called  in  question  for 
any  differences  of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  whoe  doe 
not  actually  disturbe  the  civill  peace  of  the  Collony.  And 
lastly,  it  is  enacted  and  ordained  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  this  present  act,  and  all  and  every  clause  and 
clauses  therein  contained,  shall  be  duly  executed  through- 
out this  jurisdiction,  any  former  law  or  act  made  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstandinge. 

Voted,  that  this  aforesaid  act  concerninge  the  millitia, 
shall  be  by  the  Clerke  of  this  Assembly  published  under 
the  seale  of  the  Collony,  on  Monday  next,  the  7th  instant, 
at  Newport,  by  beate  of  the  drum,  and  at  the  towne  of 
Portsmouth  in  like  manner  published  the  14th  instant ; 
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1677.  and  at  the  towne  of  Providence  and-Warwicke  published 
''-^^''"^by  the  respective  Towne  Clerkes  or  some  other  appointed 
thereto  by  a Magistrate  in  like  manner  as  aforesaid,  on 
or  before  the  21st  of  this  instant.  May. 

Voted,  upon  the  presentation  of  severall  of  the  towne 
of  Providence  to  this  present  Assembly  for  settlinge  of 
rovi  ence.  towoo,  tho  Assombly  well  resentinge 

the  matter,  and  upon  searious  consideration  and  debate, 
doe  order  and  declare  (for  the  maintaininge  the  King’s  in- 
terest in  this  his  Collony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  and  according  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by 
his  Majesty  in  his  gracious  Charter  granted),  that  one 
garrison  shall  be  settled  at  said  towne  of  Providence,  con- 
sistinge  of  seven  men  with  a Commander,  which  shall 
make  up  eight ; the  said  seven  men  shall  have  allowed 
them  six  shillings  a man,  money  pay ; and  the  Com- 
mander twelve  shillings  per  weeke  in  the  same  specie  ; all 
which  charge  shall  be  paid  said  Collony,  and  the  house 
which  the  Commissioners  (hereafter  mentioned),  shall 
appoint  to  be  the  garrison  house,  the  owner  of  that  house 
shall  finde  two  men  (to  make  the  aforesaid  number  tenn), 
and  to  maintaine  them  at  his  owne  cost  and  charge.  But 
in  case  the  garrison  house  should  be  destroyed  or  burnt 
by  the  enemy  (notwithstandinge  their  care  and  dilligence 
to  prevent),  they  to  wit,  the  two  men  put  in  by  the  owner 
of  the  house  have  the  same  satisfaction,  as  the  aforesaid  seven 
are  allowed  ; that  is  to  say,  six  shillings  per  man  a weeke, 
to  be  payed  by  the  abovesaid  Collony.  The  Commission- 
ers appointed  are  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  Captaine  Arthur 
Fenner,  William  Harris,  and  Mr.  George  Lawton,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  whoe  are  with  all  convenient  speed 
desired  and  required,  to  repaire  to  the  said  Providence, 
and  there  take  speciall  view  of  all  the  garrisons  in  said 
Providence,  and  that  garrison  they  judge  most  convenient. 
They  are  to  declare  it  to  be  the  Eling’s  garrison,  and  to 
set  up  and  use  at  the  charge  of  said  Collony  the  King’s 
collors  there,  and  what  else  garrison  or  garrisons  shall  be 
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set  up  by  any  belonginge  to  the  said  towne,  it  or  they  1677. 
shall  be  at  their  owne  proper  cost  and  charge,  and  shall 
be  observant  and  subject  to  the  said  King’s  garrison. 

And  for  the  better  mannagement  of  the  premises,  this 
Assembly  doe  ordaine  and  constitute  Captaine  Arthur 
Fenner  to  be  the  present  Captaine,  who  shall  have  a 
Commission  lor  that  purpose  ; and  if  said  Captaine  hath 
at  any  time  a desire  to  remove  from  said  garrison  (or  at 
his  pleasure  or  discretion),  he  hath  hereby  full  power 
given,  to  nominate  and  appoint  another  Captaine  or  Leif- 
tenant  in  his  roome,  out  of  the  same  garrison  aforesaid, 
which  said  Captaine  or  Leiftenant  soe  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed, havinge  the  said  commission  assigned  to  him,  or 
a coppy,  by  said  first  Captaine,  it  shall  be  as  authentick 
and  of  as  full  force  and  power  for  him  to  act  in  the  prem- 
ises, as  if  it  were  originally  granted  to  him  by  the  As- 
sembly ; further,  the  Assembly  doe  order,  that  one  great 
gun  belonginge  to  the  owners  of  the  ship  Newport,  shall 
be  by  a warrant  from  the  Governor  pressed  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  said  Providence,  to  be  placed  in  the  said 
King’s  garrison,  with  fifty  pounds  of  powder  and  a 
hundred  weight  of  lead  ; which  said  powder  and  lead 
are  not  to  be  embezzled,  but  kept  for  a reserve,  against  a 
time  of  need  to  repulse  the  enemy. 

Voted,  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  and  Recorder, 
are  appointed  and  empowered  by  this  Assembly  to  draw 
up  a commission  for  said  Capt’n  Fenner,  and  to  be  signed 
by  the  Governor,  with  the  seale  of  the  Collony  annexed. 

Voted,  whereas  his  Majesty  in  his  gracious  Pattent, 
hath  granted  unto  this  his  Collony  all  that  tract  of  land 
called  the  Narragansett,  or  King’s  Province,  and  the  in- 
habitants thereof  haveinge  in  the  late  unhappy  war  with 
the  Indians  been  driven  and  forced  out  of  their  habitations 
with  the  loss  of  all  or  most  part  of  their  estates,  and  ne- 
cessitated to  fly  up  to  this  Island  for  releife,  and  since  it 
hath  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to  command  a cessation  of 
those  troubles  and  wars,  yet  the  userpation  of  the  Collony 
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GENERAL  TREASURER. 

Lieut.  John  Holmes. 

GENERAL  ATTORNEY. 

Mr.  John  Pocock. 

The  following  were  chosen 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Holmes, 
Capt’n  John  Rogers, 
hir.  Jonathan  Sprague, 
Lieut.  Joseph  Jeneks, 

Mr.  Gideon  Crawford, 

Mr.  John  Burden, 


MAJOR  FOR  THE  ISLAND. 

Major  Henry  Tew. 

MAJOR  FOR  THE  MAINE. 

Major  John  Dexter. 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Randall  Holden, 

Mr.  Joseph  Clarke, 

Capt’n  William  Champlin, 
Mr.  Peter  Crandall, 

Mr.  William  Hall, 

Mr.  Thomas  Fry, 

Mr.  John  Spencer. 


The  Deputies  chosen  by  the  several  towns,  to  sitt  in  this  As- 
sembly, are  the  same  as  is  before  mentioned. 

Mr.  James  Clarke,  is  chosen  Packer  and  Sealer  of  and 
Measures. 

This  Assembly  having  considered  the  great  charge  our  Hon- 
ored Governor  is  in,  in  supporting  the  interest  of  his  Majesty’s 
subjects  in  this  Collony  : 

Do  enact,  and  it  is  by  the  authority  of  this  Assembly  enact- 
ed, That  there  shall  be  ten  pounds  annually  added  to  the  for- 
mer sallary  yearly  allowed  to  the  Governor ; which  said  sailary 
amounts  to  forty  pounds  per  year;  any  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the  militia,  and  for  punish- 
ing: offenders  as  shall  not  conform  to  the  law  thereunto  re- 

O 

lating. 

I Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Councill  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  this  present  sessions  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority thereof  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  after  the  publication 
of  this  Act,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  listed  under  the  com- 
mand of  any  Captain  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia,  shall 
or  do  not  appear  complete  in  arms,  viz. : with  a good  or  sufficient 
muskctt  or  fuse,  and  sword  or  bagganett,  cotouch  box  or  ban- 
\delears,  with  twelve  bullets,  fit  for  his  piece,  half  a pound  of 
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powder,  six  good  flints  upon  the training  days  all 

ready  prefixed,  as  when  their  respective  Captain  or  commander 
in  chief  shall  call  them  together,  either  by  alarum  or  any  other 
time  or  times,  as  shall  by  their  said  commander  [be]  thought  fit 
and  expedient  for  his  Majesty’s  interest,  during  times  of  war. 
And  if  any  persons  listed, &c.,  shall  neglect  their  respective  duties 
and  due  obedience,  and  not  appear  in  manner  aforesaid,  [they] 
shall  forfeit  for  each  neglect  for  the  day  appointed  for  training 
or  other  meeting  in  arms,  the  sum  of  two  shillings  in  money, 
with  the  due  fees  arising  thereon  ; and  for  non-ap[)earanco  or 
neglect  in  any  alarum,  the  sum  of  five  shillings,  with  the  due 
fees  arising  thereon,  to  be  taken  by  distraint,  or  otherwise,  as 
the  fine  for  non-appearance  on  the  respective  training  days/ 
are  to  be  taken.  ' 

And  in  case  any  person  or  persons  that  shall  through  his 
neglect  be  fineable  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
his  or  their  fines  upon  demand  of  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  be  thereunto  authorized  thereunto,  and  there  be  no  visible 
estate  to  be  found  of  said  person  or  persons  so  refusing  or  neg- 
lecting, whereby  to  make  distraint  on,  then  it  shall  be  lawfiill 
upon  complaint  and  information  given  to  any  one  Assistant  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  or  W arden.  Conservator  for  them,  or  eil  her  of  them, 
upon  complaint  as  aforesaid,  to  issue  forth  their  warrant  to  any 
Constables  or  other  person  to  apprehend,  and  bring  liefore  them 
any  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
their  fines  as  aforesaid.  And  if  there  be  no  visilJe  estate  ap- 
pears, whereby  to  make  distraint  on  as  aforesaid,  and  if  it  shadl 
so  appear  to  any  said  Assistants,  Justices,  Cons('r\ators  or 
Wardens,  that  any  person  or  persons  brought  bel'ore  them, 
have  so  refused  or  iieglecteil  as  aforesaid,  and  that  there  be  no 
visible  estate  to  be  found  by  said  officer,  wherebj"  to  malre  dis- 
traint, that  then  Assistants,  Justices,  Conservators  or  Wardens, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  commit  1 dm  or  them  to 
his  Majesty’s  jail,  if  he  will  not  consent  to  ivork  out  liis  said 
fine  or  ransom  themselves,  by  paying  their  respective  fines, 
with  all  other  charges  that  shall  thereon  accrue. 

And  it  is  furtlan'  enacted  by  tbe  aiitliorirv  afois'said.  That 
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all  persons  within  this  Collony,  above  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
under  the  age  of  sixty  years,  as  well  house  keepers  as  others, 
shall  be  obliged  to  watch  or  ward,  or  find  or  procure  a sufficient 
man  to  watch  or  ward,  upon  legall  notice  given  to  any  of  them 
by  the  Captain  or  commander  in  chief  to  watch ; and  by  the 
Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  Assistants,  Conservators  and  War- 
dens of  the  respective  towns  to  ward,  the  warders  to  be  such 
persons  as  are  not  in  the  Captain’s  list.  And  the  said  persons 
appointed  to  watch  do  at  all  times  and  upon  all  occasions  ob- 
serve and  follow  such  order  and  instructions  as  they  shall  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  the  respective  head  officer,  as  afore- 
said. And  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  watch  and 
follow  such  orders  as  upon  legall  notice  given  as  aforesaid,  he 
or  they  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  pay  as  a fine  the  sum  of 
five  shillings  in  money,  to  be  taken  and  imprisoned  in  manner 
and  form  as  the  fines  for  neglecting  of  training  or  alarum  are 
taken  and  proceeded  in. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  b}^  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
all  house  keepers,  as  well  widows  as  others,  although  there  be 
no  person  in  said  family  that  is  qualified  according  to  law  as 
to  watching  and  "warding,  }mt  nevertheless,  it  shall  be  in 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  Captain,  commander  or  head 
officer,  as  aforesaid,  at  their  discretion,  to  order  the  said 
house  keeper  to  find  a sufficient  watcher  or  warder,  or  to  pay 
so  much  money  as  will  hire  or  procure  one  ; and  upon  neglect 
or  refusall  thereof,  to  be  under  the  like  fine  and  penalty  as 
those  who  are  otherwise  fineable  for  their  neglect. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor  and  Assistants,  with  the  Jus- 
tices and  commissioned  officers  on  the  Island,  they,  or  the  major 
part  of  them  ; always  provided,  the  Governor,  Deputy  Govern- 
or, or  any  two  Assistants  be  present,  shall  be  a Councill  of 
War,  to  datermine  all  thing's  relatino;  to  the  militia  on  the  Is- 
land;  and  that  the  Assistants,  Justices,  Conservator,  with  the 
Major  and  the  rest  of  the  commis'rioned  officers  on  the  maine, 
or  the  major  part  of  them ; always  provided,  two  Assistants  be 
present,  sliall  be  a Councill  of  War,  on  the  main  land,  within 
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this  Collony,  and  to  determine  all  things  relating  to  the  militia 
on  the  main  land. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  respective  Captains  and 
commissioned  officers  of  each  respective  Company  or  Train 
Band  in  this  Collony,  have  full  power  and  authority  during 
alarums,  or  upon  any  other  occasion  whatsoever,  to  punish  any 
private  sentinall  that  shall  misbehave  himself,  Avith  tying  him 
neck  and  heels ; or  riding  the  ivooden  horse  ; or  a fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  shillings  ; at  the  discretion  of  said  commissioned 
officer. 

Notwithstanding  the  afore-recited  Acts  relating  to  the  mili- 
tia, it  shall  be  in  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Captain  and 
commissioned  officers  of  each  respective  Train  Band  in  this  Col- 
lony, if  any  person,  as  they  shall  judge,  [is]  really  conscien- 
tious, being  Avithin  their  list,  and  that  they  cannot  bear 
arms,  in  time  of  alarums,  and  that  if  said  persons  being  so  con- 
scientious, be  any  Avays  serviceable  in  making  discovery,  or 
riding  upon  any  expedition,  or  any  thing  else  that  may  be 
judged  convenient  for  the  preservation  of  his  Majesty’s  inter- 
est, it  shall  be  then  in  the  poAver  of  said  Captain  or  commis- 
sioned officer  as  abovesaid,  to  remit  the  fine  or  fines  imposed  for 
their  not  appearing  in  arms,  according  to  tlie  afore  premised 
Act. 

This  Assembly  taking  into  their  consideration  the  putting  in 
force  an  Act  for  raising  a troop  of  horse  on  Rhode  Island  ; and 
also  on  the  main  land  Avithin  this  Collony,  and  for  the  encour- 
agement of  all  persons  that  are  Avilling  to  list  themselA'es  in  said 
troops ; and  to  accoutre  themselves  Avitli  horses  and  furniture 
suitable  for  his  Majesty’s  service,  Avith  carbine  and  pistol,  &c., 
shall  be  excused  from  any  other  duty  in  militia  exercise  or  au- 
thority of  the  same,  any  further  than  to  be  all  ways  in  readiness 
to  appear  upon  all  occasions  of  alarums,  or  otherwise,  accord- 
in  o-  to  such  orders  as  thev  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from 
the  GoA^ernor,  or  Major  of  the  Island  and  main  land,  or  such 
others  as  they  shall  appoint ; and  to  observe  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

And  that  those  Avho  shall  list  themselves  under  the  conn 
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mand  of  the  respective  Train  Bands,  in  case  of  any  neglect, 
and  for  the  more  speedy  completing  and  raising  said  troop,  all 
persons  that  are  free  to  list  themselves,  as  aforesaid,  are  order- 
ed to  give  in  their  names  to  the  Governor  or  Major  on  the  Is- 
lands, and  to  the  Major  on  the  main ; so  that  when  they  find 
there  is  a suitable  number,  not  exceeding  fifty  persons  for  each 
troop,  the  said  persons  so  listing  themselves,  may  have  liberty 
to  make  choice  of  their  own  commander,  as  other  military  men 
have  within  this  Collony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Governor  shall  give  such  ample  commissions  to  such  com- 
mander or  commanders,  as  shall  be  most  suitable  for  preserva- 
tion and  defence  of  his  Majesty’s  Collony ; and  the  said  com- 
mander or  commanders  to  follow  such  orders  and  instructions 
for  the  orderly  management  and  accoutrement  of  said  troops  as 
they  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Governor  or  Ma- 
jors as  aforesaid.  But  in  case  there  be  not  such  a suitable 
number  as  the  Governor  and  Majors  shall  think  convenient 
listed,  and  choice  made  of  their  respective  commanders  by  the 
last  of  June  next,  then  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Governor, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Major  and  Assistants  on  the  Island 
and  the  Major  and  Assistants  on  the  main  land,  to  make 
choice  of  Captains  for  the  troops  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Governor  ; and  that  the  Governor  and  Majors,  with  the 
Assistants  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  to  use  such  other 
means  and  ways  for  the  raising  said  troops  as  they  shall  think 
convenient  for  his  Majesty’s  service  and  the  safety  of  the 
CoUony. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Major  on  the  Islands  and  the  Major  on  the  main,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Governor,  shall,  with  what  expedition  can  conven- 
iently be,  cause  a generall  muster  to  be  made  of  the  forces  un- 
der their  commands,  and  take  care  that  all  persons  be  provided 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  according  to  the  Acts  of  this  Col- 
lony ; and  these  Acts  to  be  published  at  the  head,  and  in  the 
presence  of  said  forces  being  so  mustered. 

It  is  further  enacted.  That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  that  shall 
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arise  upon  persons  neglecting  in  training  and  watching,  shall 
be  disposed  of  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  each  respective 
company,  to  provide  drums,  colors,  ammunition,  &c.  And  the 
fines  that  shall  be  from  the  warders,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Governor  and  Assistants  for  repairing  of  ward  houses  or  other 
conveniences  for  his  Majesty’s  service. 

An  Act  for  stating  of  fees  in  all  actions  determinable  before 
the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  Assistants,  Justices,  Con- 
servators, Wardens,  &c.,  of  the  severall  towns  in  this 
Collony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Councill,  and  Representa- 
tives, and  the  authority  thereof,  and  it  is  therefore  enacted. 
That  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  Assistants,  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  Conservators  or  Wardens  of  their  respective  towns, 
shall  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  have  as  fees  or  bill  of  costs,  in  all 
actions  not  exceeding  forty  shillings,  determinable  and  to  be 
determined  before  them,  from  all  persons,  either  plaintiff  or  de- 
fendant, &c.,  that  on  their  respective  cases  contained,  or  judg- 
ment doth  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  pass  against,  viz. : 

For  a warrant  or  writ,  - - - 01s.  Ocf. 

For  each  summons  or  evidence,  in  said  case,  - 01  0 

For  judgment,  - - - - 02  0 

For  bond  for  the  peace,  or  good  behaviour,  - - 02  6 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  Constable  within  this 
Collony,  in  all  actionall  cases  of  meum  and  teum,  shall  have  for 
serving  each  writ,  one  shilling.  Always  provided,  that  the 
said  person  so  complained  of,  if  judgment  shall  pass  against 
him  f or  if  judgment  shall  pass  against  the  plaintiff.  If  the 
person  apprehended  or  arrested,  shall  live  above  one  mile  dis- 
tant from  the  Constable,  then  the  said  Constable  to  have  above 
said  shilling,  two  pence  per  mile  forth  and  back ; and  the  Con- 
stable to  have  for  summonsing  each  person  to  give  evidence, 
six  pence.  If  said  person  shall  not  live  above  one  mile,  then 
the  Constable  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid ; any  Act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

An  Act  for  preventing  unlawfull  marriages. 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  Assembly  and  the  authority  thereof, 
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But  in  case  the  said  person  or  persons  so  convicted,  have  not 
a competent  estate  to  respond  said  fine  and  damages,  that  then 
it  shall  be  lawfull  and  in  the  power  of  the  Court  to  inflict  cor- 
porall  punishment  by  imprisonment  in  the  House  of  Correction, 
not  exceeding  three  months  ; or  by  whipping,  not  exceeding 
thirty-one  stripes  on  his  or  her  naked  back. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if 
any  commander  or  master  of  any  ship  or  vessell  coming  into 
any  port  of  this  Collony,  shall  land  or  cause  to  be  landed  and 
put  on  shore,  any  passenger  or  passengers,  that  shall  not  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  authority  to  abide  or  inhabit  within  said  Collony, 
that  then  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  and  in  the  power  of  any  one 
Assistant,  Justice,  Conservator  or  Warden,  to  require  and  com- 
mand such  commander  or  master,  as  aforesaid,  forthwith  to 
take  such  passenger  or  passengers  on  board  his  said  ship  or 
vessell,  and  carry  off  and  out  of  said  Collony.  But  in  case  any 
of  said  commanders  or  masters,  being  so  commanded  or  required, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  proceed  accordingly,  that  then  it  shall 
be  lawfull  for  any  Assistant  or  Justice,  &c.,  to  grant  forth  his  war- 
rant to  any  Constable  to  apprehend  such  commander  or  master, 
and  commit  him  to  his  Majesty’s  jail,  there  to  remain  till  he  shall 
take  on  board  any  such  passenger  or  passengers,  as  aforesaid, 
or  give  good  security,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  that 
said  passenger  or  passengers  so  landed,  shall  not  be  chargeable 
to  the  town  or  parish,  where  so  landed ; any  Act  or  Acts, 
clause  or  clauses,  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  there  Avas  an  Act  made  the  28th  of  October,  1677, 
that  there  should  be  six  training  days  in  the  }'^ear,  and  this  As- 
sembly taking  into  mature  consideration,  and  finding  it  to  be 
a great  burden  to  the  poor  in  losing  much  time  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  l>y  tlie  authority  aforesaid,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted,  Tliat  from  and  after  the  publication  hereof, 
there  shall  be  but  four  training  days  in  one  year  ; and  three  of 
them  to  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  commissioned  officers  of 
each  respective  Train  Bands  within  this  Collony ; and  the  day 
\of  election  for  military  officers  to  remain  as  in  ihe  former  Act. 

587.  R.  1. — General  Assembly,  Newport;  Rees.  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Vol.  3,  1858;  Act, 
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And  whereas  the  fine  was  but  two  shillings  for  each  day’s 
defect,  for  not  appearing  in  arms  : 

It  is  further  enacted  by  this  Assembly,  That  for  the  future, 
after  the  publication  hereof,  the  fine  for  not  appearing  in  arms, 
when  lawfully  warned  thereunto  on  said  training  days,  shall  be 
three  shillings  for  each  day’s  defect,  wfith  sixpence  for  each  dis- 
traint, if  not  paid  as  the  former  laws  direct ; any  Act  or  Acts, 
clause  or  clauses,  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding.  ^ 
Whereas  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jamestown  petitioned 
this  Assembly  that  they  may  not  be  debarred  or  hindered  from 
transporting  themselves  or  goods,  &c.,  in  their  own  boats,  &c. : 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted.  That  the  free  inhabitants  of  Jamestown  shall  have 
their  liberty  at  all  times  to  transport  themselves  and  neighbors 
with  their  goods  or  clothes  in  their  own  boats  ; provided,  they 
transport  not  any  for  money,  or  any  sort  of  pay,  whereby  the 
stated  fenles  may  be  damnified,  except  there  be  great  occasion 
or  necessity  when  the  ferry  boats  are  out  of  the  way,  and  can- 
not be  had. 

Whereas,  Samuell  Cranston,  Esq’r,  Governor,  his  account  of 
one  hundred  and  five  pounds,  which  was  in  his  hands,  belong- 
ing to  the  CoUony,  was  audited  by  Capt’n  Isaac  Martindale 
and  Capt’n  Nathaniell  Coddington,  and  presented  to  this  As- 
sembly, and  is  allowed  of  as  a just  account ; and  upon  the  bal- 
lance  of  said  account  there  remains  due  to  the  Governor  from 
the  Collony  thirty-two  pounds ; also  the  account  concerning 
Bobert  Munday,  which  the  Governor  presented  to  this  Assem- 
bly, is  allowed  of  as  a just  and  honest  account. 

An  Act  for  the  enabling  the  Recorder  to  send  copies  of  the 
Acts  passed  at  this  Assembly  within  twelve  days  after  the 
adjournment  or  dissolution  of  said  Assembly,  which  shall 
first  happen,  to  the  respective  towns  in  the  Collony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  said  Assembly  and  by  the  authority  there- 
of, That  the  Recorder  of  this  Collony,  shall  within  twelve  days 
after  the  adjournment,  or  dissolution  of  this  present  sessions, 
which  shall  first  first  happen,  send  copies  of  said  Assembly’s 
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An  act  for  Puting  in  Execution  y®  Laws 

of  England  in  this  Colony  where  no  Provifsion  be  made  by  y' 
acts  of  this  Colony 

Bee  it  Enacted  by  y'  authority  afores"*  y'  where  y'  Laws  of  this  Colony  or 
Custom  Shall  not  Reach  or  Comprehend  any  matte  caufe  or  Caufes  y‘  it  Shall 
be  Lawfull  to  put  in  Execution  y^  Law  of  England  &c  any  act  or  acts  to  y^ 
Contrary  notw'’’standing 

[go]  An  act  for  y®  Better  Regulating  y®  Militia 

& for  Punishing  offend®"^  as  Shall  not  Conform  to  y'  Laws  there 
unto  Relating 

Bee  it  Encted  by  y'  hon'’'^  Y Gouer"  Councill  & houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in 
this  P'^sent  Sefsions  afsembled  & by  y'  Authority  thereof  it  is  hereby  Enacted 
y‘  aft"  Y Publication  of  this  Act  y‘  if  any  p"son  or  persons  Lifted  Und"  Y 
Coinand  of  any  Cap'  or  Commad"  in  Cheif  of  Y Militia  Shall  or  do  not  appear 
Compleat  in  armes  (Viz")  w"’  A Good  & Sufficient  mufkett  or  Fuze  a Sword 
or  Bayenet,  Catooch  box  or  Bandelers  w"’  twelve  Bulets  fitt  for  his  Peice  half 
a Pound  of  Powder  & Six  good  Flints  Upon  Y Precife  Training  Days  already 
p'ffixt  as  well  as  when  there  Rspective  Cap'^  or  Coinand"^  in  Cheif  Shall  call 
them  Togeather  Either  by  Allarum  or  any  oth"  time  or  times  as  Shall  by  their 
s'*  Command"®  be  thought  fitt  & Expedient  for  his  maj‘'"  Interest  During  Y 
Times  of  Warr  & if  any  p"son  or  p"sons  Lifted  &c  Shall  neglect  their  Refpec- 
tive  Dutys  & due  Obedience  & not  appear  in  Manner  Afores''  Shall  forfiet  for 
Each  neglect  on  Y Days  Appointed  for  Training  or  Oth"  Meetings  in  Armes 

Y Sum  of  Thre  Shillings  in  money  w'*’  y'  Due  Fees  Arifing  thereon  & for  non 

Appearance  of  neglect  on  any  Larum  Y Sum  of  five  Shilling  w"’  Y Due  Fees 
Arifeing  thereon  to  be  taken  by  Diftraint  or  otherwife  as  Y hues  for  non  apper-/ 
ance  on  y®  Training  Days  are  to  be  Taken  ' 

And  it  Is  Eurther  Enacted  by  The  Authority  Aforesaid 
That  all  p"sons  w'^n  this  Colony  Above  Y of  Sixteen  Years  & Und" 

Y Age  of  Sixteen  yeares  as  well  houfekeepers  as  oth"®  Shall  be  Obliged  to  watch 
or  ward  or  find  or  procure  A Sufficient  man  to  watch  or  ward  Upon  Legall 

(-  -1  Notice  given  to  any  of  them  by  Y Cap'  or  Comand"  in  Cheif  to  watch 

& by  Y Gov"  Dep'^  Gov"  afsif'®  Consevat"®  & Wardens  of  Y Refpective 
Towns  to  ward  Y warders  to  be  Such  p"sons  as  are  not  in  Y Gap'  Lift  & y' 

Y p"sons  Appointed  to  watch  do  at  all  times  & upon  all  occations  Observe 
& Follow  Such  Orders  & Inftructions  as  they  Shall  from  time  to  time  Receive 
from  their  Refpective  head  officers  as  afores'*  & if  any  p"son  Shall  refufe  or 
Neglect  to  watch  & Follow  Such  ord"®  as  Upon  Legall  Notice  given  as  afores'’ 
he  or  they  so  Neglecting  or  Refufeing  Shall  pay  as  a fine  Y Sum  of  five 
Shillings  in  money  to  be  taken  or  Imprifoned  in  manner  & form  as  Y hues  for 
neglect  or  training  or  Allarums  are  Taken  & Provided  in 

And  it  is  Eurther  Enacted  by  Y Authority  afores'' 

That  all  houfekeepers  as  well  widdows  as  oth"®  allthough  there  be  no  p"scn 
in  s'*  Family  y'  is  Qualified  According  to  Law  as  to  watching  & warding  Yett 
never  y'  lefs  it  Shall  be  in  Y P^w  & Authority  of  Y Cap'®  Comand"  or  head 
Officers  as  Afores”*  at  thei  Difcrefion  to  Ord"  y"  s'*  houfekeepers  to  find  a 
Sufficient  watcer  or  ward"  or  to  pay  so  much  money  as  will  Hire  or  procure 
on  & upon  Neglect  or  Refusall  thereof  to  be  und"  Y Like  fine  & Penaty  as  thofe 
who  are  oth"  wife  fineable  for  there  neglect 

92.  R.  I. — General  Assembly;  ^^Laws  and  Acts  . . . Rhode  Island'’’  i6j6-iyo^  {1^96)  S. 
Rider;  Dig.  & Coll  1709;  Act-Militia,  pp.  48,  49.  {Letter  Press  Copy  oj  No.  99  here- 
inbefore.) 
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And  be  it  Further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid 
That  T Gov"  Dep*''  Gov"  maj"  & AfsiP®  w'*’  y'  luftices  Comifsion  Officers  on 
y'  Islands  they  or  y^  Maj"  part  of  them  always  provided  y'  Gov"  or  Dep'’'  Gov" 
or  two  afsiP*  be  p^'sent  Shall  be  A Coun"  of  warr  to  Determin  all  things  Relat- 
ing to  T militia  on  y'  Islands  & y'  y'  AfsiP  luftices  & Confervat''^  w'*"  y'  maj"^ 
& y'  reft  of  y'  Commition  oficers  on  y'  main  or  y'  maj''  part  of  them  allway 
Provided  two  afsiflants  be  prefent  Shall  be  A Councill  of  Warr  for  the  Maine 
Land  within  this  Colony  and  to  Determine  all  things  Relateing  to  the  Militia 
on  Said  Maine  Land 
p -]  And  Bee  it  Further  Etiacted 

L9  J That  T Refpective  Cap*  & Comifsion  officers  of  Each  Refpective  Company 
or  Train  band  in  this  Colony  have  full  Pow"  & authority  during  y'  time  of  their 
being  in  Armes  on  y'  training  Days  or  on  Allarums  or  Upon  any  oth"  occafion 
w'soev"  to  Punish  any  Private  Sentinall  y*  Shall  Mifloehaue  him  self  w*'*  Laying 
him  Neck  & Heels  or  Riding  y'  wooden  horse  or  A fine  not  Exceeding  fore 
Shillings  at  y'  Difcrefsion  of  s'*  Commifion  Officers  notw*'’standing  y"*  Afore 
recited  Acts  Relateing  y'  militia  it  Shall  be  in  y‘  pow"  & Authority  of  y'  Cap' 
& Comifion  officers  of  Each  Refpective  train  Bands  in  this  Colony  if  any  P"sons 
as  they  Shall  ludg  realy  Confcientious  being  w''*in  their  lift  & y'  they  Cannot 
bare  arm’s  in  y^  Times  of  Allarums  &c  y'  if  y'  s'*  p"sons  being  So  Confcientious 
be  any  ways  Serviceable  in  makeing  Difcoverys  or  Riding  upon  any  Expedition 
or  any  thing  Elce  y'  may  be  ludged  Conuenient  for  y°  Preferuation  of  his  maj- 
estys  Interest  y'  it  Shall  be  then  in  y^  Pow"  of  s'*  Cap'^  or  Comifion  officers  as 
afores'*  to  remit  y'  fine  or  fines  Impofed  for  their  not  appearing  in  Arms  accord- 
ing to  y"  Afore  p'^mifed  Act 
It  is  Ftirth"  Enacted 

That  all  fines  & forfietures  y'  Shall  Arife  upon  p"sons  neglecting  in  training 
& Watching  Shall  be  difpofed  of  by  y'  Comifion  offic"®  off  Each  Refpective 
Company  to  Provide  Drums  Colours  & Aihunition  &c 

Aiid  Y fines  y'  Shall  be  from  y'  warders  to  be  Difpofed  by  the  Cover"  & 
afsiftants  for  Repairing  of  ward  houfes  or  oth"  Conueniences  for  his  Maj**" 
Seruice 


An  act  For  stateing  of  Fees  in  all  Actions 

Determinable  before  the  Cover"  Deputy  Cover"  Afsiftant  luftices 
Confervators  or  Wardens  &c  of  y^  Sever"  Towns  in  this  Colony 


[93] 


Bee  it  Enacted  by  y"  Cover"  Coun"  & Reprefentatives  & y'  Authority 


thereof  & it  is  therefore  Enacted  That  the  Cover"  Dep'**  Cover"  afsift'’ 
luftices  of  T Peace  Conseruat"^  or  wardens  of  their  Refpective  towns  Shall  by 

Uertue  of  this  Act  have  as  Fees  or  Bill  of  Cost  in  all  Actions  not  Exceeding 

forty  Shilling  Determinable  & to  be  Determined  before  them  from  all  p"sons 
Either  Plant*"  or  Defend'"  & y'  on  their  Refpective  Cafes  Sentance  or  ludgment 
Dothe  by  y'  Authority  afores'*  pafs  against  Viz'  for  A warrant  or  writt  one  Shil- 
ling for  Each  Summons  or  Evidence  in  s'*  Cafe  one  Shilling  for  ludgment  two 
shillings  for  bond  for  y'  Peace  or  good  Behauo'  two  Shillings  & Sixpence  & Be 
it  Eurther  Enacted  That  Every  Conftable  w'*’in  this  Colony  in  all  Actionall  Cafes 
of  Meum  & Tuum  Shall  have  for  Serveing  Each  Writte  one  Shilling  all  ways 
Provided  y'  s'*  p"sons  so  Complaind  of  if  ludgment  Shall  pafs  against  him  or 
if  ludgm'  Shall  pafs  Against  y'  Pla'  if  y'  p"son  Arefted  Shall  live  above  one  mile 
diftance  from  y'  Constable  then  y'  Constable  to  have  aboves'*  one  Shilling  & two 

pence  mile  forth  & Back  & y'  Constable  to  have  for  Suihonsing  each  p"son 
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The  Party  Re- 
hearing  to  pay 
Seven  ShUlings 
tend  Six  feiifC. 


HepealM. 


to  the  Plaintiff,  in  cafe  he  fliall  not  obtain  a Reverfal  of  faii 
Judgment,  on  fuch  Rehearing  by  him  to  be  piofecuted. 

ilND  be  it  further  EnaSed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
upon  granting  every  Rehearing,  the  party  defiring  the  fame, 
fliall  pay  ro  the  Clerk  of  fuch  Court,  the  Sum  ot  Seven  Shil. 
lings  and  Six  fence.  Currant  Money.  Any  Aa  or  Afts,  Claufe 
or  Claufes  of  AQs  to  the  contrary  hereof  not  with  Handing. 


LAWS. 

Made  and  paft  by  the  General  AfTeijibly  of  His  Ma“ 
jefty*s  Coiony  of  R^ode-Ijland,  and  Providence-planta^ 
tionSy  in  New-Bnglandy  Begun  and  held  at  Nerpforty 
the  Seventh  Day  of  May^  i ^ 1 8.  and  continued  by 
Adjournments  to  the  Ninth  Day  of  September  fol* 

lowing.  original 

p.  91 

An  Aft  to  prevent  Indians  being  Sued  for  Debt. 


An  A£1  for  the  Repealing  feveral  Laws  relating  to  the 
Militia  within  this  Colony,  and  for  further  Regula- 
tion of  the  fame. 

WHEREAS  the  Body  of  "Laws  for  Settling  and  Regulating  of 
the  Military  forces  within  this  Colony,  are  increafcd  to 
fo  great  Humber  by  reafon  of  the  many  Wars,  which  from  time 
time  this  Colony  hath  fo  engaged  in  againfi  French,'  Indians  and 
other  Enemies,  which  hath  rendred  many  of  them  XJfelefs,  and 
may  be  for  the  Future  prejudicial,  cf  not  Repealed, 

Be  it  THEREFORE  Enacted  by  the  General  Affembly  of  this 
Colony,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame  ; and  it  is  hereby 
tmaded.  That  all  Afts  heretofore  made,  relating  to  the  Militia, 

or 


588.  R.  I— General  Assembly,  Newport;  A & L,  J.  Franklin,  1730; 
Act,  May  7,  1718,  pp.  90-99. 
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or  appointing  Officers  of  the  fame,  Be  hereby  and  are  Abfolutely 
Repealed  and  Declared  Null  and  Void,  and  that  for  the  future 
the  following  Order,  Regulation  and  Rules  relating  to  the 
fame,  be  kept  and  obferved  by  ail  Perfons  in  this  Colony. 


Firll,  It  is  Enacted  and  appointed.  That  all  Male  PerfonS 
Reliding  for  the  fpace  of  three  Months  within  this  Colony,  An  Perfons  to 
from  the  Age  of  Sixteen,  to  the  Age  of  Fifty  Years,  fhall  sixtw/w"' 

1 \ M IJ  /-V I .1-.  1 1 1 r A ■ * 1 r'.r. 


bear  Arms  in  their  Refpeftive  Train-bands  or  Companies  where-  Fifty. 
to  bv  Law  they  (hall  belong.  Excepting  only  all  Perfons  that 


fhall  have  Served  in  the  place  of  General  Officer?,  Juftices  of 
the  Peace,  or  other  Commiflion  Officers,  one  Minilter  or  Teacher 
of  each  refpeflive  Congregation  Itl  each  refpeftive  Town,  all 
Sworn  Practitioners  in  Chirurgery  and  Phyfick,  all  Apothecaries 
and  School  mailers,  and  alfo  one  Miller  to  each  Grill  Mill, 
one  Ferry  man  to  each  Hated  Ferry,  one  Goaler  to  each  of  His 
Majelly’s  Goals  in  the  Colony,  and  all  thofc  that  have  loft 
one  of  their  Eyes,  or  difabled  by  Lamenefs,  and  all  Perfons 
that  are  under  Oath  or  Engagement  to  any  Office. 


AND  it  is  hereby  Declared  and  Enacted,  That  the  Governour 
of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  fhall  be  the  Captain  Gene- nC  and  Lieu* 
ral  and  Commander  in  Chief,  of  and  over  all  the  Military 
Forces  within  this  Colony,  and  the  Deputy  Governour  for  the  * 
lime  being  lhall  be  Lieutenant  General  of  the  fame. 


ilAD  be  it  further  EnaQcd  by  the  Authority  afore/aid.  That 
for  the  better  Ordering  and  Training  up  the  Inhabitants  of div!d^''/nto 
this  Colony,  the  feveral  Companies  or  Train  bands,  fhall  remain  Companks. 
in  the  Stations,  Bounds  and  Divifions,  by  the  which  they  have 
been  heretofore  Divided,  Known  and  Diftinguifhed,  until  fome 
further  or  new  Divifions  or  Bounds  be  Stated,  Appointed  or 
Limitted  by  lawful  Authority. 

That  A to  fay.  Three  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Newport, 

Three  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Providence,  one  Company  in  ri*  late  Aft. 
the  Town  of  Port/mouth,  one  Com^zny  mtheTown  oflVarwick, 
two  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Wejlerly,  one  Company  in  the 
Town  oi'  Newjhoreham,  two  Companies  in  the  Town  oi  Ktngilorcn, 
one  Company  in  the  Town  of  EaJlGreenwicb,  and  one  Compa- 
ny in  the  Town  of  James  Jown. 

AND  he  if  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  And  into  two 
the  Militia  of  this  Government  be,  and  it  is  hereby  divided 
into  Two  Regiments.  That  is  to  fay.  The  Militia  of  Rhode-  rn‘t>e  Lfd™by 
JJland,  Neiv  Shcrebam,  alias  Block  ijland,  Conanieut,  Prudence  and 
Patience-lfand  be  one  Regiment,  and  lhall  be  the  firlt  and  El-  Cononei"and 
deft  Regiment-,  and  the  Militia  on  the  Main  Land  in  this 
Colony,  fhall  be  one  other  Regiment,  and  fhall  be  the  fecond  Uie^AflfemWy. 
and  youngeft  Regiment  ^ each  of  which  Regiments  fhall  be  Go- 
vern’d, Guided  and  Led  by  one  CoUonel,  one  Lieutenant  Col- 

loneL 
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Each  Compa- 
ny CO  have  one 
Capcain,  Lieu- 
tenant, Enfign, 
&c.  appoint- 
ed by  tlie  Al- 
fembly. 

Vide  late  AfV. 
Tlie  Gover- 
nour’s  power 
to  appoint 
Officers  if 
they  Die. 


The  Engage- 
ment of  Mili- 
tary Officers. 


The  Captain, 
^c.  of  each 
Company  to 
appoint  inferv 
out  Officers, 


lonel,  and  one  Major,  which  fhall  be  Annually  Chofen  for 
each  Regiment  by  the  General  AlTembly  of  this  Colony,  during 
their  Sitting  on  the  Firlt  Wcd/iefday  of  May  annually  ; and  thac 
each  Company  or  Trained  Band  in  each  of  the  aforefaid  Re- 
giments, fliall  be  Guided,  Conduced  and  Led  by  one  Captain, 
one  Lieutenant,  and  one  Enfign  •,  Who  (hall  annually  be 
Elefted  and  chofen  by  the  General  Affembly  of  this  Colony, 
during  their  Seifions  on  the  Firlt  Wednejday  of  May  annually; 
all  which  Military  Officers  fo  chofen  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be 
CommilTionated  by  the  Governour  of  the  Colony  for  the  time 
being,  under  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  .•  And  if  any  Collonel, 
Lieutenant  Collonel,  Major,  or  other  Commilfion  Officer  chofen 
as,  afbiefaid,  (Jiall  refufe  to  Serve  in  fuch  Office,  to  the  which 
he  (hall  be  chofen,  or  fiiall  happen  to  Die;  that  then  and 
in  fuch  cafes,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governour, 
or  in  his  abfence,  for.  the  Deputy  Governour,  by  and  with  the 
confent  of  the  General  Council,  at  any  time  when  the  Gene- 
ral Affembly  (hall  not  be  Sitting,  to  choofe  and  appoint  fo 
many  other  Officers  to  Serve  in  the  room  and  Head  of  thofe 
that  (hall  refufe  or  Die  as  aforefaid,  until  the  firft  Wednejday 
of  May  next  enfuing  fuch  choice  and  appointment ; the  which 
Officers  fo  chofen,  (hall  be  Commiflionated  as  abovefaid  ; and 
before  any  Military  Officer  (hall  enter  upon  the  Execution  of 
his  Office,  he  (hall  take  the  following  Oath  or  Engagement. 


The  Form  of  the  Engagement  of  jMilitary  Officers, 


YOU  A.  B.  Being  by  the  General  AJjembly  of  Hjs  Majejiy's 
Colony  oj  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Providence- Plantations,  Chofen 
and  Elected  unto  the  Place  and  Office  of  of 

Do  folemnly  Swear  true  Allegiance  unto  hk  MajeJJy,  "King  George,' 
hfs  heirsy  otid  Succeffiors  to  beaTf  and  alfo  good  Fidelity  to  tlm 
Jtik  Majefly's  Colony^  and  the  Authority  therein  eflablijhed,  accor^ 
ding  to  our  Charter.  And  you  do  alfo  jurther  Engage.,  well  and 
truly  to  execute  the  Office  of  to  the  v^ich  you  are 

Elected  according  to  your  Cotnniiffion,  and  to  perform  and  ohferve 
all  the  Laws  made  and  provided  for  the  fupport,  and  well  orJer- 
tng  of  the  Militia.,  without  partiality  \ and  that  you  •will  ohferve 
and  follow  fuch  Orders  and  Injlructions  Of  you  fhall  from  time 
jp  time  receive  from  your  Supericurs.  So  help  you  God. 

AKD  he  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
it  (hall  and  may  be  in  the  Power  of  a Captain,  Lieutenant 
and  Enfign,  of  each  refpeftive  Company,  to  nominate  and  ap- 
point a Clerk,  and  all  other  Inferiour  Officers  as  (hall  be  re- 
quilite  for  the  management  of  their  refpeftive  Company  ; the 
which  Clerk  fo  chofen,  (hall  be  under  Oath  or  Engagement, 
for  the  performance  of  his  faid  Office,  and  the  Capcain  of 

each 
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each  Company  is  hereby  Impowered  and  Required,  to  admi- 
nilter  the  fame  j the  which  Oath  fhali  be  in  the  Form  fol- 
lowing. 

YOU  A.  B.  Do  folemnly  Swear  well  ani  truly  to  perform  anl 

execute  the  Office  of  Clerk  of  the  fompany,  or  Train'd  Bandy  Clerk’s 
un  ,er  the  Command  C.  D to  the  utmofl  of  your  skill  and  abi- 
Uty,  without  partiality,  according  to  the  Laws  of  this  Colony,  which 
relate  to  your  Office,  So  help  you  God. 

AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  TheAc^tre- 
every  Lilted  Soldier  of  the  faid  Militia,  (hall  be  always  pro- JJJjjj'j"* 
vided  with  one  good  Musket,  or  Fuzee,  the  Barrel  whereof foever liegiefts 
not  to  be  lefs  than  three  foot  and  an  half  in  length,  to  the  pa® 
fatisfaftion  of  the  Commiflion  Officers  of  the  Company  5 alfo  shillings.  To 
one  pound  of  good  Gunpowder,  thirty  Bullets,  fit  for  his  Gun, 
fix  good  Flints,  fit  for  Service*,  one  good  Sword,  or  Baionet, 
a Cartouch  Box,  ready  filled  with  Cartriges  of  Gunpowder  and 
Bullets,  on  the  penalty  of  Three  Shillings,  for  each  time  he 
fhall  be  found  not  provided  as  aforefaid  ^ the  which  lhall  be  yi^g  jjtg 
Diftrained  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Company,  by  Warrant  from  the 
Captain  of  faid  Company,  and  Six  pence  more  for  fuch  Dif- 
traint,  upon  the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  fuch  defeftive  Perfon, 
to  and  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  Company. 

and  be  it  further  Ena&ed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  The  Captain, 
the  Captain  of  each  refpettive  Company  or  Train  d band,  .or  in 
his  abfence  the  next  Superiour  Officer,  fhall  lawfully  Warn  Companv. 
and  Call  together  the  Company  under  his  Command,  and  Ex- 
ercife  them  in  Martial  Difeipline,  two  Days  in  each  Year  in 
time  of  Peace,  and  four  in  War;  which  Days  fhall  be  at  his 
own  appointment,  the  firft  of  which  Warnings  fliall  be  by  a The  Number 
Warrant  dire£ted  to  the  Corporals,  to  Notifie  them  to  appear  ° 
compleatly  Accoutred  as  aforefaid,  and  other  Days  according 
to  his  own  Diferetion. 

AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
every  Enlifted  Perfon,  that  fhall  Refufe  or  Negleff  to  make  his  p|nefor'm%-* 
Perfonal  appearance  Accoutred  as  aforefaid,  on  fuch  Training  latt of Ap-^ 
Days  as  he  fhall  be  Legally  Warned  to,  fhall  for  every  fuch  De- 
fault  pay  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Company,  Three  shillings  in  Tiieovtrpiw 
Money,  within  one  Months  time  after  fuch  default,  or  make 
his  lawful  Excufe  to  the  Captain,  or  in  his  abfence  to  the  ihaii  be  dif- 
next  Superiour  Officer  for  the  fame,  if  any  he  have,  and  if  “f- 
fuch  defaulter  (hall  refufe  fo  to  do,  that  then  the  Captain,  or 
in  his  abfence 'the  next  Superiour  Officer  fhall  Grant  forth 
his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Band,  to  take  and  difirain 
fo  much  of  the  Perfonal  Eftate  of  fuch  delinquent  Perfon,  or 
fuch  as  (hall  have  them  in  Tuition,  as  near  as  conveniently 
will  pay  ills  Fine  or  Fines,  together  with  Six  pence  more  for 
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late  Aft. 


How  ro  pro- 
ceed with  Per- 
rons that  liave 
no  vifible 
£liace. 


f'/dc  late  Aft. 


The  penalty 
on  the  Inferi- 
pur  Officer’s 
rtfufing  to  0- 
bey  hisSupeti- 
our. 


All  perfons  to 
be  provided 
with  Arms, 
&e. 

On  the  penalty 
offiye  Sbil- 
linzs  lor  every 
Ueiedt 


All  perfons 
from  Sixteen 
to  Si.xty,  to 
appear  upon 
Alarm. 


each  Fine  diftrained  for  the  Clerk’s  Fees ; and  fuch  Eftate  that 
lliall  be  taken  by  diltrefs,  fhall  be  duly  Apprized  by  Two  Free- 
holders of  laid  Company,  under  Engagement,  at  the  head  of 
faid  Company,  and  the  Captain  is  hereby  Impowered  to  Ad- 
minilter  the  fame,  and  the  Overplus  if  any  there  be,  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  Owner  thereof,  and  if  he  lhall  refufe  to  receive 
the  fame,  then  the  Clerk  lhall  give  him  Credit  for  the  fame 
which  lhall  be  accounted  for  out  of  his  next  Fine  that  lhall 
become  due  5 and  all  fuch  Fines  taken  as  aforelaid,  lhall  be 
laid  out  to  and  for  the  life  of  fuch  Company,  by  order  of  the 
Commiflion  Officers  thereof,  for  the  defraying  their  Incident 
Charges. 

AND  bs  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefnid.  That 
in  cafe  fuch  Perfons  as  lhall  be  delinquent  as  aforelaid,  lhall 
have  no  perfonal  Eftate  to  be  found  to  fatisfy  fuch  Fines  as 
aforefaid,  that  then  the  Captain  of  fuch  Company,  lhall  fet 
fuch  delinquent  Perfon  to  work,  in  mending  the  Highways  of 
fuch  Town,  not  exceeding  one  Day  for  each  Fine  ; and  if  fuch 
defective  Perfon  lhall  refufe  to  do  the  lame,  then  the  Cap- 
tain,  tyc.  lhall  committ  fuch  Offenders  to  Prifon,  twenty-four 
Hours,  or  wait  further  to  take  his  Eftate  by  Diftraint. 

AND  be  it  fujther  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
if  any  Clerk  or  other  Inferiour  Officer  of  the  Band,  lliall  re- 
fufe to  obey  his  Superiour  Officer’s  Warrant  when  to  him  di- 
retied,  he  lhall  Forfeit  for  every  fuch  Offence,  Ten  Shillings^ 
10  and  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Company,  to  be  taken  by  Diftrefc 
in  manner  as  aforefaid. 

AND  be  it  further  Ettacfed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  all 
fuch  Perfons  before  in  his  Atl  excus’d  from  Training,  yet  lliall 
notwithftanding  be  provided  with  the  fame  Arms,  Ammuniti- 
on, as  by  this  Atl  is  required  of  fuch  as  are  obliged  to 
Train,  and  that  once  every  Year,  or  oftner,  as  the  Chief  Offi- 
cers of  any  Company  lhall  fee  needful,  there  lhall  be  either 
by  fuch  Officers,  or  others  by  them  appointed,  a Survey  and 
Examination  made,  whether  fuch  Perfons  are  provided  as  by 
this  Att  is  required  j and  all  fuch  Perfons  as  lhall  be  found 
vmprovided  with  fuch  Arms  as  before  Required,  lhall  pay  the 
Fine  of  Five  Shillings  for  each  default,  to  be  Levied  by  Dif- 
irefs  and  Sale  of  the  Defaulter’s  Goods,  as  in  other  calcs. 

AND  he  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
upon  any  Alarm  in  time  of  War,  or  other  eminent  danger  of 
any  Affault  or  Invafion,  all  Male  Perfons,  both  Lifted  Soldiers 
and  others  in  this  Colony,  of  and  between  the  Age  of  Sixteen 
Years  and  Sixty,  fiiall  upon  notice  of  the  fame,  forthwith  Re- 
pair to  the  Colours  and  Enligns  of  fuch  Company,  within 
whofe  Precin£ls  they  Inhabit  or  Dwell,  provided  with  Arms 
and  Aipmunition  required  of  Trained  Soldiers  upon  Training 
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Days:  And  in  cafe  any  Terfon  fhall  not  appear  as  aforefaid,  Or, the penait, 
fuch  Defaulter  ftall  pay  the  Fine  ol  Five  Shillings,  to  be  of 
Levied  by  order  of  the  chief  Officers  of  fuch  Company,  by 
Diftiefs  and  Sale  of  fuch  Defaulters  Goods  as  in  other  cafes. 

be  it  further  Enalted  by  the  Authority  ajorefaid.  That 
it  (hall  and  may  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Governour  and  Deputy 
Governour  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  or  either  of 
them,  to  Affemble  and  call  together  each  of  the  Regiments  of 
the  Militia  in  this  Colony,  or  any  part  of  them,  or  either  of 
them,  at  any  time,  as  they  (hall  think  needful  or  neceffary  for 

the  fame  j and  if  any  enlifted  Soldier  being  duly  warned  to 

appear  at  any  fuch  time  as  (hall  be  appointed,  (hall  ncglefl 
the  fame,  he  (hall  Forfeit  and  Pay  as  a Fine,  Five  Shillings 
in  Money,  to  be  taken  and  difpofed  of  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Company,  where  fuch  Detett  (hall  be,  as  other  Fines  are. 

ATiD  be  it  further  EnaHed  By  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
if  the  Captain,  or  in  his  abfence  the  next  Superiour  Officer  Every  Captain 

of  any  Company  or  Train’d  band,  (liall  negleft  legally  to  Warn  to-“ 

and  Call  together  his  Company  under  his  Command,  two  Days  pethertwke 
in  every  Year  in  time  of  Peace,  and  four  in  time  of  War,  he  onthe^iiiy 
(hall  for  every  Day  by  him  omitted  or  negleclied.  Forfeit  and  oivoufmf 
Pay  as  a Fine  to  and  for  the  Ufe  of  laid  Company,  Forty 
Shillings  in  Money  ; And  if  luch  Officer  lb  neglefling  fliall  re- 
fufe  to  Pay  the  fame,  for  the  fpace  of  one  Month  next  after 
fuch  his  Default,  then  and  in  fuch  cafes  the  Collonel,  or  in  his 
abfence  the  Lieuienant  Collonel,  of  the  Regiment  where  fuch 
Omiffion  or  Neglefl  (hall  happen  to  be,  (hall  Grant  forth  his 
Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Band  where  fuch  Omiffion  or 
Negleft  has  been,  to  diftrain  fo  much  of  the  Eftate  of  fuch 
defaulter  to  be  difpofed  of  as  aforefaid. 

AFID  be  it  further  f EnaSed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  Thatj^^j^^^^ 
in  cafe  any  Captain,  or  in  his  abfence,  the  next  Superiour  of  the  CompL" 
Officer  of  any  Company  or  Trained  Band,  (hall  negkfl  to  give  "y 
forth  his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Band  to  collect  and  fv^ranrlfor'*^ 
gather  fuch  Fine  or  Fines  as  (hall  be  due,  he  (hall  Forfeit  the  Coiiefting 
and  Pay  to  and  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Company,  all  fuch  Fines  he  thaii'pay’ 
as  (hall  be  to  them  due,  the  which  (hall  be  taken  by  Diftraintr 
by  Warrant  as  abovefaid. 

A7VD  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
if  any  Enlifted  Soldier,  (liall  upon  any  Training  or  Muller  Saylfhec^- 
Days,  refufe  to  obey  his  Refpeftive  Officers,  or  othenvays  mif- lainto  pimith 
behave  himfelf,  that  then  it  (hall  be  in  the  Power  of  the  ouie^wt’y'st'uch 
Captain  and  other  CommifTion  Officers  of  each  Company,  to  as  ojjend. 
Punifh  fuch  Offender,  by  laying  him  neck  and  heels,  or  Rid- 
jng  the  Wooding-Horfe,  or  Fine  him  at  Diferetioa,  not  exceed- 
ing Five  Shillings. 


AND 
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A General  AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  ajorrfaid.  That 
Mufter  ro  be  the  Collonel  of  each  of  the  aforefaid  Regiments,  (hall  by  and 
five”yu«.  with  the  Advice  or  Order  of  the  Captain  General,  or  Lieute- 
nant General,  call  together  the  refpeaive  Regiment  under  his 
Command,  to  a general  Mufter,  to  Review  and  Exercife  the 
fame  once  in  Five  Years,  and  not  oftener ; and  the  Commiffion, 
and  other  Inferiour  Officers  and  Private  Centinels  of  each  re- 
fpeftive  Company,  are  hereby  Commanded  and  Required,  to 
yield  all  due  Obedience  to  their  refpeftive  Field  Officers  upon 
a General  Mufter,  or  upon  any  other  Training  and  Mufter 
Day,  as  private  Centinels  are  Required  to  do  to  their  other 
CommilTion  Officers,  upon  the  penalty  of  incurring  the  like 
pains  and  forfeitures  as  aforefaid. 


AND  whereas  it  appears  needful  for  His  MajeUy's  Service,  and 
the  Defence  of  this  Colony,  that  there  fhould  be  a Body  of  Hor/e 
Rai/ed,  for  the  more  fpeedy  purjiiing  or  oppofing  of  any 
Eneniy. 


BE  it  therefore  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  all 
Three iroopsP'^^P®*'  '^eans  be  ufed,  and  Encouragement  given  by  theGover- 
of  Horfe  to  be  nour.  Deputy  Governour,  and  General  Officers  of  this  Colony, 
Raifed,  f-Qj.  Rgjfing  of  three  Troops  of  Hofle,  each  Troop  not  to 
confift  of  more  than  Sixty  Perfons,  including  Officers,  one  of 
fix"yMeneach.  vt'hich  Troops  is  to  be  Raifed  out  of  the  Regiment  upon  the 
Hlands,  and  the  other  two  Troops  to  be  Raifed  out  of  the 
Regiment  upon  the  Main-Land.  And  that  when  there  ffiall 
be  to  the  Number  of  Twenty  Eight  Perfons  Enlifted  in  any 
of  faid  Troops,  that  then  upon  due  application  to  the  General 
Aflembly,  there  (hall  be  by  them  Nominated  and  Appointed 
fuch  Officers  for  the  Commanding,  Ordering  and  Difeiplining 
of  fuch  Troop,  as  to  faid  Aflembly  fliall  appear  proper  and 
needful  for  the  ends  aforefaid  ^ which  Officers  fhall  be  Enga- 
ged and  Commiflionated  as  the  Officers  of  the  Foot  Companies 
are  .•  And  that  every  Trooper  (hall  be  always  provided  with 
Trooper’s  Ac*  one  good  fervicCable  Horfe,  of  fourteen  hands  high,  one  good 
coutrements.  Saddle,  Bitt  Bridle,  Holtters,  Breatt-plate  and  Grouper,  one 
Carbine,  one  pair  of  of  good  Piftols,  one  Sword,  one  pound  of 
Gunpowder,  thirty  fizeable  Bullets,  twelve  good  Flints,  one 
good  pair  of  Boots  and  Spurs,  upon  the  Penalty  of  Two  Shil- 
lings for  every  Default  in  eve^  of  the  aforefaid  Accoutrements  j 
and  that  the  Field  Officers  of  each  Regiment,  fhall  appoint  the 
Cloaihing  of  every  of  the  Troops  of  the  fame. 


How  many  AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
DaystoMufter  (|^g  Captain,  or  in  his  abfence  the  next  Superiour  Officer,  fhall 
upon^Noo-  Warn  the  Troop  under  his  Command  to  Mufter  two  feveral 
appearance  to  jjjyg  jj)  evciy  year  in  time  of  Peace,  and  four  in  time  of  War, 
tbMnzu"*  at  his  own  appointment,  as  the  Foot  Companies  are  i Every 
* Trooper  upon  Default  of  Non-appearance  of  fuch  Mufter,  when 
legally  Warned  thereunto,  fhall  pay  as  a Fine,  to  and  for  the 
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ufe  of  fuch  Troop,  Five  bWlings  5n  Money,  to  be  taken  by 
Dittrefs  in  like  manner  as  the  Fines  in  the  Foot  Compames 
are-  and  for  eveay  default  of  Appearance  on  an  Alarm,  every 
Trooper  (hall  pay  a Fine  of  Ten  flings,  to  be  taken  and 
difpofed  of  in  manner  as  aforefaid. 


AND  he  It  further  Enact ei  by  the  Authority  aforefaid  Th^X. 
if  the  Captain,  or  in  his  abfence  the  next  Commanding  Officer,  Q2jftun.&e, 
null  neiileft  to  Mullet  and  Exercife  his  Troop  two  feveral  ^tnegfea* 
Days  in^each  Year,  he  fhall  be  under  the  like  Fines  as 
the  Cominilhon  Officers  of  the  Foot  Company  are;  to  be  Re- 
covered and  difpofed  of  in  the  like  manner. 


AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefdid^  p 

the  Commtffion  Officers  of  each  Troop,  fhall  have  the  fame 
power  to  punifh  or  fine  fuch  Troopers  as  (hall  refufe  to  obey 
their  Commands  on  their  Mufter  Days,  or  (hall  otherways 
misbehave  therrfelves  as  the  Captain  of  the  Foot  Companies 
have  And  that  the  Clerk  of  each  Troop  fhall  pay  Ten  shil- 
ling/ for  every  Defeft  of  his,  in  negle6i:ing  to  obferve  fuch 
Warrant  as  from  his  Superiout  Officers  fiiall  be  to  him  di- 
xefted. 


The  Form  of  the  Commiflion  for  Collonel, 


By  the  Honourable  A.  B.  Efq;  Governour  and  Cap- 
tain General  in  and  over  his  Majefty's  Colony  of 
'Rhode-ljland,  and  Providence-Plantations  in  Nent* 

EnglantL 

To  C.  D.  Gent.  Greeting. 

XT'OU  C.  D.  Being  by  the  General  AJfembly  of  this  Colony^ 

J[_  Elected  and  Ch^en  to  the  Foil  and  Qjfce  of  Collonel  oj  the  commUiioi^ 
Regiment  of  Militia  on  the  Ifands  in  this  Colony,  are  hereby  in 
h/s  Alajefiy's  Name,  George,  by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  over  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  Nmg,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  8Cc. 
Authorized,  Jmpoteered  and  Ccmmijjionated  to  exercife  the  Office 
of  Collonel  of  the  /aid  Regiment,  and  to  Command,  Guide  and 
Conduct  the  fame,  or  any  particular  Company  or  Companies  thereof 
and  m cafe  of  any  Invafion  or  Affault  of  a Common  Enemy,  to 
infeji  and  difturb  the/e  His  Majefiy  s Plantations  -j  Tou  ‘are  to 
Alarm  and  Gather  together  the  Regiment  under  your  Command^ 
or  any  part  thereof,  as  you  fhall  deem  fufficient,  and  ttoith  theta 
to  the  utmoji  of  your  skill  and  ability,  you  are  to  Refill,  Expul/e, 

Expel,  Kill  and  DeUroy  the  fame,  in  order  topreferve  the  intereji 
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of  His  JHajeJIyy  and  His  good  Subjeds  in  ibefe  Parts.  Tou  are  alfo  to 
joUowfuch  further  Inflructions  iS>'  uireclions  as f hall  from  time  to  time  be 
further  given  forth  either  from  the  General  Affembly,  the  Gover- 
nour  and  General  Counci f and  other  your  Supiriciir  Officers  : 
And  for  your  Jo  doing,  this  CommijjtlotTs  /hall  be  your  juffeient 
Warrant  and  Dif charge. 

And  the  like  Form  of  Commiffion  fhall  ferve  for  all  other 
Commillion  Officers,  Mutatis  Mutandis. 

AND  be  it  further  Enaded  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
all  the  Commiflion  Officers  of  the  Militia,  /hall  be  and  remain 
in  their  refpeftive  Pofts,  until  the  General  Affembly  at  their 
Sitting  on  the  firff  Wednefday  of  May  next,  lliall  appoint  Corn- 
million  Officers  for  the  fame. 

Who  fhall  bs  AND  be  it  further  EnaSed  by  the  Authority  afore/aid.  That 
a Council  for  the  Govemour  and  Deputy  Governour,  Members  of  the  Gene- 
eachRegiment  j^i  Council,  with  the  Field  Officers  and  Commiffion  Officers 
of  each  Regiment,  and  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  that  live 
within  the  fame,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  /hall  be  a 
Council  of  War,  for  each  of  laid  Regiments,  both  in  Peace 
and  War,  to  fettle  all  Watches  and  Wards,  and  to  put  in 
Force  and  Execute  the  Law  Martial  as  need  may  Require,  and 
Generally  to  Say,  Do  and  Aft,  all  and  wharfoever  Things 
/hall  be  needful,  neceffary  or  proper  for  a Council  of  War 
to  do. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaUed  by  the  Authority  afore/aid.  For 
the  fecuring  of  this  Colony,  and  the  Navigation  thereof  againlt 
Privateers,  in  time  of  War,  and  Pirates  in  time  of  Peace, 
which  may  infeft  the  fame  •,  that  the  Governour  of  this  Co- 
^ony  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  abfence,  or  by  his  leave 
ibeGovernour,  and  permiffion,  the  Deputy  Governour  of  the  fame,  fhall,  and 
may  in  time  of  War,  or  any  ocher  emergent  Occalion,  Impower 
Commiflion-  g^d  Commi/lionate  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons,  as  he  fliall  deem  and 
outSident’’  adjudge  to  be  Loyal,  Couragious,  and  capable  to  Command  fuch 
Forcetoiepei  or  Ships,  or  other  Veffels  (by  and  with  the  Advice  of 
the  fame.  Council,  and  Field  Officers,  as  may  be  had 

at  fuch  time  ) fhall  be  thought  needful  to  Repel,  or  take 
any  Privateer  or  Pirate,  as  fhall  infett  this  Colony  ^ and  alfo 
to  take  up  and  Imprefs  fuch  Ship  or  Ships,  or  other  Veffels, 
as  fhall  be  deemed  needful  for  the  fame  •,  and  to  equip  and 
fit  the  fame  for  the  Sea,  with  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Piovilions-, 
and  fuch  other  neceflhry  Stores  as  fliall  be  requifite,  out  of 
the  Colony’s  Magazine,  if  fufficient  there  be ; ocherwife  to 
Seize  and  Imprefs  fuch  Stores  and  Ammunition  as  fhall  ferve 
for  the  fame  *,  and  alfo  to  Enlift  or  Imprei's  fuch  and  fo  many 
Seamen  and  others,  as  fhall  be  needful  and  requifite  to  Man 
out  fuch  Veffels  as  fhall  be  taken  up  or  Impreffed  as  afore- 
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faid  i fuch  Ve£fd  or  Veffels  fo  fitted  out,  not  to  Cruife  any 
longer  at  one  time,  than  Ten  Days,  the  Danger  of  the  Seas 
only  excepted. 

AND  for  the  Encouragement  of  Seamen  and  others  to 
Enlilt  themfelves  voluntarily  on  fuch  Occafions. 

BE  it  further  EitaOed  by  the  Authority  aforcfaid^  That  all 
fuch  Ships  or  other  Veffels  that  fhall  be  taken  from  the  Ene-  Aiifrlzeso- 
my,  during  fiich  Cruife,  together  with  their  Loading  and  A p.  ken  to  belong 
purtenances,  fiiall  be,  and  remain  to  the  Captors,  His  Majelly’s 
Dues,  and  the  charge  of  the  Out-fet  only  excepted ; and  in 
cafe  that  nothing  lhall  be  taken  from  the  Enemy  during  fuch 
Cruife  5 the  Charge  thereof  lhall  be  born  by  the  Colony. 


An  A<S  for  Relieving  fuch  as  fiiall  be  Maimed,  and 
the  Widows,  Parents  or  Relations  of  fuch  as  fliall 
be  Kill’d  in  the  Colony’s  Service. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  AffembJy  of  this  Colony^  and. 

by  the  Authority  of  the  fame.  That  if  any  Officer,  Soldier  Whofoewr 
or  Sailor,  rhat  fliall  be  imployed  by  this  Colony,  againft  His 
Majefty  s Enemies,  in  defence  of  this  Colony  or  otherwife,  lhall  Colony's  Ser- 
be  Maimed  and  Difabled  by  lofs  of  Limb  or  Limbs,  or  other-  n|al’n,ain*d  at 
wife  from  getting  a livelihood  for  himfdf  and  Family,  or  thdtcLarjie. 
other  Relations  that  have  dependance  on  him  for  Maintainance  j 
that  then  and  in  fuch  cafes,  fuch  Maimed  Perfon,  lhall  have 
his  Wounds  carefully  looked  after  and  healed  at  the  Colony's 
charge,  and  lhall  have  an  Annual  Penfion  allowed  him  out  of 
the  General  Treafury,  fufficient  to  maintain  himfdf  and  Fami- 
ly, ot  other  Relations  whofe  Maintainance  is  incumbent  on 
him. 

and  he  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforejaid.  That 
if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  ffiall  be  Slain  in  this  Colony’s  Service 
as  aforefaid,  and  have  the  charge  of  Maintaining  a Wife, 

Children,  Parents  or  other  Relations,  that  then  and  in  fuch 
cafes,  fuch  Wife,  Children,  Parents  or  other  Relations,  the 
charge  of  whole  Maintainance  was  Incumbent  on  fuch  Perfon 
Slain  as  aforefaid,  lhall  be  Subfifted  and  Maintained  by  the 
Colony,  by  a Yearly  Penfion,  to  be  allowed  them  out  of  the 
Geneial  Treafury,  as  by  the  General  Affemhly  lhall  be  deemed 
fufficient  for  the  fame,  until  luch  Wife,  Children,  Parents  or 
other  Relations,  lhall  happen  to  Die  or  be  able  to  Sublift  and 
Maintain  themfelves. 


AND 
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Proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly,  held  for  the  Colony  of  Rhode 

Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  at  Newport,  the  \Mh  day  of 

June,  1726. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Cranston,  Governor. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  Jenckes,  Deputy  Governor. 

Richard  Ward,  recorder. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Coddington,  speaker. 

Mr.  Francis  Willett,  clerk.  Sec  also  original 

p.  379 

Voted,  that  His  Honor,  the  Governor,  be  pleased  to  accept 
of  £70,  out  of  the  general  treasury,  as  a small  gratuity  of  this 
Assembly,  for  his  extraordinary  service  last  year. 

This  Assembly,  having  under  their  consideration  the  safety 
and  security  of  this.  His  Majesty’s  colony,  and  being  in  a daily 
expectation  of  a proclamation  of  war  against  Spain,  and  other 
potentates,  and  having  experienced  that  under  the  protection 
of  a merciful  God,  the  strength  and  defence  of  this.  His  Majes- 
ty’s colony,  depends  upon  the  courage,  conduct  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  the  good  effects  whereof,  with  the  blessing  of 
God,  was  very  conspicuous  in  the  late  wars ; — 

But  this  Assembly  being  advised  that  through  the  dissatis- 
faction and  discontent  of  His  Majesty’s  good  subjects  in  the 
choice  and  election  of  commissioned  officers,  to  lead  and  con- 
duct them,  and  the  smallness  of  the  fine  on  delinquents,  the 
militia  is  of  late  visibly  declining,  not  only  to  the  scandal  and 
reproach  of  the  government,  but  also  to  the  imminent  dan- 
ger thereof,  and  of  His  Majesty’s  interest,  should  it  be  invaded 
or  assaulted  by  a common  enemy  ; — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  of  this  Assembly, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  that  the  several  or  respective  compa- 
nies or  trained  bands  of,  and  within  this  colony,  shall,  on  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  April  next,  which  will  be  in  the  year  1727,  meet 

VOL.  IV.  48 
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together  under  military  arms,  at  their  usual  place  of  meeting,  or 
rendezvous,  with  the  freemen  within  the  limits  of  each  band,  and 
being  then  and  there  met,  shall  nominate  and  elect  a captain,  lieu- 
tenant and  ensign  of  their  respective  bands,  with  the  inferior  or 
under  officers  (as  shall  be  well  qualified)  to  be  their  commanders; 
and  that  such  as  shall  be  then  nominated  and  elected  by  a ma- 
jority of  voices  or  votes,  their  names  (of  those  for  to  be  com- 
missioned officers)  shall  be  taken  by  the  clerk  of  the  band 
(who  shall  be  under  engagement),  and  the  names  by  him  so 
taken,  shall  be  sealed  up  and  delivered  to  the  general  recorder 
or  clerk  of  the  council,  at  the  general  election,  the  first 
Wednesday  of  May  following,  in  the  same  year,  1727,  by  the 
Governor  and  council  to  be  approbated  and  confirmed ; with- 
out the  Governor  and  council  shall  see  just  cause  to  reject  or 
disapprove  of  any  one  or  more  of  them ; in  which  case,  the 
council  shall  elect  another  or  others  in  the  place  of  him  or 
them,  which  shall  be  so  rejected,  or  disproved. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  for 
the  better  encouragement  of  the  commissioned  and  other  offi- 
cers of  each  band,  to  accouter  and  inform  themselves  of  the 
military  art  and  discipline,  that  such  as  shall  be  elected  and 
approved  of,  as  above  said,  shall  continue  in  their  respective 
offices  for  the  term  of  three  years ; the  captains,  lieutenants 
and  ensigns  to  be  commissionated  accordingly. 

But  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of  any  one  or  more  of 
said  officers,  who  are  by  the  general  council  removable  for  any 
misdemeanor  or  mal-adrninistration  in  their  said  offices,  in 
which  case,  upon  the  death  or  removal  of  any  commissioned 
officer,  as  aforesaid,  the  general  council  shall  elect  and  commis- 
sionate  one  or  more  in  his  or  their  place,  so  dead  or  removed  ; 
and  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of  any  of  the  inferior  offi- 
cers within  said  term,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  to  nominate  and  appoint  one  or  more  in  his  or 
their  places,  so  dead  or  removed,  to  continue  till  the  next 
general  election,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  three  years. 

And  this  Assembly,  for  the  further  encouragement  of  such 
of  His  Majesty’s  good  subjects  in  this  colony,  as  have  a regard 


50 


1726.] 


AND  PROVrDENOE  PLANTATIONS. 


379 


to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  same,  and  constantly  do  ob- 
serve and  attend  upon  their  duty,  and  for  bringing  of  such  as 
contemn  the  same,  and  have  little  regard,  if  any,  to  good  order 
and  discipline  to  conformity  (with  due  regard  to  all  tender 
consciences) ; — 

Do  enact,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  that  the  penalty  upon 
such  person  who  is  within  the  lists  of  any  company  or  train 
band  in  this  colony,  for  his  neglect  of  duty  on  training  days,  as 
the  laws  prescribe,  that  he  shall  hereafter  pay  a fine  of  five 
shillings  bills  of  credit,  or  pay  equivalent  for  each  neglect ; 
and  the  penalty  on  each  person  that  is  obliged  to  appear  on 
alarms  or  other  special  occasions  when  the  militia  are  in  arms, 
or  upon  duty,  shall  be  a fine  of  ten  shillings  for  each  neglect 
of  duty,  in  bills  of  credit,  or  pay  equivalent,  as  aforesaid ; the 
which  fines,  shall  be  paid  or  taken  as  the  law  prescribes  in  the 
act  made  in  the  year  1718,  for  regulating  the  militia ; with  this 
further  addition  and  proviso,  viz. : 

That  when  any  person  is  justly  deemed  finable  for  any  neg- 
lect, as  aforesaid,  and  will  not  pay^  his  fine  or  fines  to  the  pro- 
per officer  upon  demand,  and  will  not  show  any  personal  estate, 
or  hath  none  to  make  distraint  on,  that  in  such  case,  the  officer 
shall  apply  himself  to  an  assistant  justice,  or  conservator  of 
the  peace,  in  the  town  wherein  the  delinquent  person  resides  ; 
and  the  said  minister  of  justice  so  applied  unto,  shall  grant 
forth  his  warrant  (if  in  conscience  he  makes  no  scruple  so 
to  do)  to  apprehend  such  delinquent  person,  and  bring  said 
person  before  him,  who  shall  hear  and  give  judgment  as  in  ac- 
tional cases  under  forty  shillings  ; and  any  one  of  said  minis- 
ters of  justice  are  hereby  empowered  to  hear  and  determine 
the  same,  accordingly,  which  shall  be  a final  issue  thereof. 

Always  provided,  that  if  the  said  delinquent  person  or  per- 
sons shall  plead  that  it  is  against  his  or  their  consciences  to 
fight  or  bear  any  sort  of  arms  or  weapons  to  defend  himself^ 
his  interest,  and  the  interest  of  the  colony  against  a common 
enemy,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  what  he  asserts,  produce 
and  deliver  to  his  commander,  or  to  the  justice,  a certificate 
from  the  congregation  and  jueeting  to  which  he  or  they  do  be- 
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long,  or  frequent,  that  they,  the  said  meeting,  do  own  him  or 
them  to  be  in  unity  with  them,  and  that  they  are  persuaded 
and  do  believe  him  or  them  to  be  truly  consciencious  in  what 
he  or  they  do  declare  against  fighting,  &c.,  that  then  the  com- 
mander or  justice,  that  shall  receive  such  certificate,  shall  ac- 
quit and  discharge  such  person  or  persons  from  paying  any 
fine  or  fines,  with  the  following  proviso,  viz. : 

That  the  person  or  persons  so  acquitted  and  discharged,  do 
upon  alarms  or  other  special  occasions,  when  the  militia  are  in 
arms,  and  upon  duty,  appear  and  attend  with  horse,  or  horse 
kind,  if  any  he  hath,  to  serve  the  King,  or  otherwise  in  person, 
if  he  hath  none,  and  observe  and  perform  all  such  orders  and 
directions  as  he  shall  receive  from  the  commanding  officer  or 
officers,  in  riding  or  going  upon  any  discovery,  carrying  or  bring- 
ing intelligence,  and  the  like  service  ; but  in  default  or  neglect 
thereof,  such  person  or  persons  so  defaulting  or  neglecting, 
shall  not  be  acquitted  and  discharged  of  his  and  their  fine  or 
fines,  but  shall  be  taken  and  adjudged  as  in  actional  cases  un- 
der forty  shillings,  as  aforesaid  ; any  act,  or  usage,  or  custom 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Whereas,  complaint  hath  been  made  to  this  Assembly,  that 
the  highway  of  the  north-west  corner  of  Pettaquamscutt  Pur- 
chase, in  North  Kingstown,  is  very  much  straightened  by 
those  whose  lands  join  thereon  ; — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
colony,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same  it  is  enacted,  that 
the  town  council  of  North  Kingstown  order  and  ajipoint  a 
surveyor  to  find  the  north-west  corner  of  Pettaquamscut  Pur- 
chase, and  to  run  up  the  northerly  line  of  said  Purchase ; and 
that  the  said  town  council,  open  the  highway  that  is  run  up 
upon  said  Purchase  line,  as  it  was  formerly  laid  out  by  a 
jury. 

Whereas,  there  are  sundry  bonds  due  to  the  colony,  which 
have  been  outstanding  for  many  years  ; the  same  being  in  the 
first  place,  taken  after  an  intricate  and  irregular  manner, 
which  most  likely  is  the  reason  wdiy  the  people  who  formerly 
gave  them,  and  their  representatives,  neglect  and  refuse  to 


1726.] 


AND  PROVIDENCE  PLANTATIONS. 


381 


comply  with  the  former  proposals  of  the  General  Assembly, 
for  renewing  them,  or  in  paying  what  is  justly  due  to  the 
same ; and  tliis  Assembly  have  considered  the  injustice  of 
those  people  who  keep  back  from  the  colony  its  just  due,  as 
well  as  the  great  necessity  the  colony  lies  under  for  the  same, 
to  answer  sundry  undertakings  in  hand;  and  also,  that  if 
timely  care  be  not  taken,  said  money  will  be  totally  lost ; — 
Wherefore,  be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
colony,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same  it  is  enacted,  that  the 
aforesaid  bonds,  commonly  called  the  Narragansett  bonds,  be 
forthwith  put  into  the  hands  of  the  general  attorney,  who  is 
hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  use  his  best  endeavors  by  noti- 
fications and  fair  means,  for  the  recovery  of  said  money,  so 
long  kept  back  from  the  colony  ; and  to  sue  all  such  to  the 
next  General  Court  of  Trials,  to  whom  the  aforesaid  treatment 
proves  ineffectual ; and  that  the  attorney  general  make  return 
of  his  proceedings,  and  account  for  the  money  by  him  recov- 
ered, to  the  General  Assembly,  after  the  General  Court  of 
Trials  next,  always  lodging  the  money  by  him  recovered  forth- 
with into  the  general  treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  colony. 

And  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  stated  salary  upon  the  attorney 
general,  it  is  voted,  that  he  do  all  the  colony’s  business,  and 
that  whenever  the  treasurer  sees  cause  to  sue  any  of  the  colo- 
ny’s bonds,  &c.,  that  the  attorney  general  be  the  proper  attor- 
ney to  manage  the  same,  as  much  as  if  he  had  a particular 
power  therefor ; but  that  he  never  take  any  fees  of  those 
delinquents  or  persons  sued  by  the  treasurer,  who  answer 
their  debts  before  a declaration  be  drawn  against  them. 

An  Act  for  the  limitation  of  personal  actions  as  are  limited  to 
be  brought  within  a certain  term  of  years,  in  the  statue  of 
the  21st  year  of  King  James  the  First,  and  chapter  the  16th, 
and  for  putting  the  said  statute  in  full  force,  in  limit- 
ing said  actions  in  this  colony.  [See  public  laws,  1730, 
p.  144.] 

Voted  by  this  Assembly,  that  as  soon  as  the  bills  shall  be 
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An  Adt  for  raifing  the  Fines  of  cnliftcd  Soldier, 
of  the  Train'd  Bands  in  this  Colony. 


Be  If  EnaQej  by  the  General  AJfembly  of  this  Colony., 
and  by  thj  A.,ihortty  thereof  it  is  Enabled,  That  all 
editted  Soldicn  belonging  to  any  of  the  refpeflive  Com- 
panys  or  Train’d  Bands  in  this  Government,  that  Ihali  neg-  tramuB. 
Le£t  to  train  when  duly  and  legally  warned,  (hall  for  every 
Days  Neglect  of  the  fame,  pay  as  a Fine  the  Sum  of 
Five  Shillings.  Any  Law,  Cuttom  or  Ufage  to  the  contrary 
hereof^  in  any  wife  notwithdanding. 


An  Act  for  iinpoweniig  the  Towns  of  Smithficld, 
Scituate  and  Glocejier,  to  lay  out  their  High 
Ways  in  the  fame  Manner  as  they  are  laid 
out  in  l^rovideme. 


FO  R AS  MUCH  as  the  Town  of  Providence  was,  by  an 
All  of  AJfembly  made  and  pafs'd  in  this  Colony,  the  third 
Tuefday  /«  June,  i725,  enabled  to  lay  out  their  High  Ways 
by  tndefferent  Per/ons  appointed  by  their  Town  Cou»ctl,  JXc.  as 
in  and  by  /aid  AS  is  required:  And  the  Towns  of  Smithfield, 
Scituate  and  Glocetter,  being  fmee  taken  out  of  Providence, 

IT  is  Enabled  by  the  General  AJfembly  of  this  Colony,  and 
by  the  Authority  thereof.  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  Town  Council  of  the  refpeftive 
of  Smithfield,  Scituate  and  Glocefier,  to  lay  out  all  fuch  W gb 
Wiys  as  they  (hall  hereafter  lay  out  m then  relpettive 
Towns,  in  the  fame  Way  and  Manner  as  , 

Providence  do  and  have  done,  by  Force  and  • u. 

afor.tVd  Law.  Any  Law  to  the  coutrary  hereof  notwith- 

Itandink.  An 


99.  R.  1. — General  Assembly,  Newport;  A & L 1730  1736  S. 
Rider,  1730,  Sup  to  Dig.  of  1730;  Act,  n.  d.  but  circa  isl  K ed. 

May  1730,  p.  237. 
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LAWS, 

Made  and  pafs’d  by  the 

General  Affembly  of  His  Ma- 
jefty  s Colony  of  Rhode^IJland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  New- 
England,  held  at  Newport,  by  Ad- 
journment, on  the  third  Monday 
of  June,  17^0. 

See  in  general 


An  A a enabling  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony  for 
the  Time  being,  to  furrogate  and  appoint  a 
Deputy  under  him. 


Be  it  Erut[lei  by  the  General  Afjembly,  (ind  by  the  Authority 
thereof  it  is  Enalled,  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful 
tor  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony  for  the  Time  being,  to  fut- 
Fogate  and  appoint  a Deputy  under  him  5 who  is  hereby 

authorizea 


98.  R.  —General  Assembly,  Newport;  A & L,  1730-1736  6. 
Rider,  1730,  Sup  to  Dig.  of  1730;  Act,  3rd  Monday  June  1730,  pp. 
216-218. 
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.'lUthori'zed  and  impowered  to  aO:  and  do,  in  the  Abfence 

of  the  Secretary,  all  things  by  Law  requir'  d of  him,  as 
fully  and  amply  in  all  things,  and  to  all  Inrents  anc  Pur- 
pofes,  as  the  Secretary  himfelf  might  or  could  do,  were  he 
perfonally  prefent,  he  appointing  fuch  a one  as  tb'i  fiovjinout 
fhall  approve  of. 


An  for  the  Relief  of  Tender  Confcicnccs, 

and  for  preventing  their  being  burthened  with 
Military  Duty. 


WHEREAS  there  are  funiry  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony?, 
ejpecially  among  the  Society  of  People  called  (Quakers, 
',vhu  hold  the  sxrt  of  War  and  fighting  to  be  oppnjite  and ' con- 
trary to  the  Cbrijiian,  Religion,  and.  that  they  ought  thereby  to 
Iv  mcerly  paffive,  and  even  nof  to  rejiji  Evil  •,  whereby  Juch 
Perfons  have  Juffered  great  Damages,  and  excejfive  Charges  have 
accrued  to  them,  by  having  their  Goods  dijirained  and  pub-' 
I'.rkly  fold,  contrary  to  that  Freedom  and  Liberty  of  Confei- 
. nee,  by  the  Charter  granted  to  all  Fer/oits  of  a peaceable  and 
ijuiet  Behaviour, 

For  the  preventing  of  which  for  the  luture ; 

B E it  Enabled  by  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Colony  afore-^ 
find,  and  by  the  Authority  thereof  it  is  Enabled,  That  no  Con- 
liramt  (hall  be  laid  upon  the  Confcience  of  any  Perfon 
v/harfoever,  by  Force  of  any  Aft  or  Law  for  the  keeping- 
up  or  regulating  the  Militia  within  this  Colony:  Nor  (hall 
any  Perfon  be  compelled  to  bear  Arms,  or  learn  or  exercife 
himfelf  in  the  Art  of  War,  whofe  Principles  are,  that  the 
hme  is  inconfilfent  with  the  Doftrine  of  the  Gofpel  j but 
t!  at  any  Perfon  of  any  Society  or  Petfwalion  in  this  Colony, 
rf  whom  the  aforefaid  Military  Service  is  requited  by  any 
(^dicer  whatfoever,  ( provided  the  Life  and  Converfation 
(uch  Perfon  be  anfwerable  to  his  Profellion  ) fliall  and 
Juay  have  the  Liberty  and  Priviledge  to  go  before  any  of 
( Aiiillants,  Jultices  of  the  Peace,  or  Wardens  of  the  Town 
i re  he  dwelleth,  and  upon  his  folemn  Engagement,  ac^rd- 
inp  to  the  Form  preferibed  by  Law,  declare,  that  his  Opi- 
' on  and  Religious  Sentiments  are,  that  in  Matters  relating 
War,  he  ought  to  be  altogether  palTive,  and  that  the 

Art 


Deputy  Se- 
cretary’s Pow- 
er. 


Perfons  refu-' 
fing  Military 
Service, to  de- 
clare, upon 
their  Engage- 
ment, That 
the  Art  of 
War  is  con-  * 
trary  to  iheit 
religious  Sen- 
limenti. 
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Art  of  War,  and  Praftice  thereof,  the  life  of  Arms,  the  Ex- 
ercife  therewith,  are  contrary  to,  and  inconfiftent  with  his 
Belief  as  a Chriftian  ; and  that  he  declineth  the  Cultomary 
Ufe  and  Praftice  thereof,  and  conforming  to  the  Law  relat- 
ing to  Military  Difcipline,  for  no  other  End  and  Purpofe 
but  for  Confcience  fake,  and  out  of  Principle,  and  in  Con- 
formity to  the  Duty  and  Obligation  he  thereby  lies  under  to 
refrain  therefrom  and  decline  faid  Pradice. 

and  all  and  every  fuch  Afliflants,  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or 
Wardens,  are  hereby  obliged  to  admit  any  fuch  Perfon  to 
make  fuch  his  Declaration  and  Affirmation,  ( provided  his 
Life  and  Converfarion  be  not  contradiftory  to  his  Pretenfi- 
Provifa  ^ record  the  fame,  and  give  forth  a Certifi- 

‘ cate  thereof  to  the  Perfon  making  the  fame,  whereby  fuch 
Perfon  fhall  be  exempted  from  all  Service,  Fines  and  For- 
feitures, accruing  by  any  Law,  for  the  Negleft  of  Training, 
bearing  Arms,  praflicing  the  Art  of  War,  or  of  attending  on 
fuch  Perfons  as  do  praftice  the  fame. 

A jY  D be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  ajorefaidy  That 
fuch  Perfons  exempted  from  the  aforefaid  Military  Service 
in  Manner  as  aforefaid,  or  that  can  and  will  take  the  afote- 
fons  exempted  Written  Affirmation,  fhall  not  be  compelled  or  obliged  to 
ins'"  fuffer  their  Children  to  attend  upon  the  Militia  in  this  Co- 

* lony,  or  do  any  Service  therein,  or  pay  any  Fine  for  the 

Negleft  thereof,  until  fuch  Time  as  they  arrive  to  Age,  fo 
as  by  Law  to  be  capable  of  acting  for  themfelves. 

AN  D be  it  further  EnaSed,  That  this  A£l,  or  any  Part 
thereof,  fhall  not  be  deemed  or  conftrained  to  exempt  any 
Perfon  from  watching  and  warding  in  this  Colony. 


An 


57 


ig6  Regm  jReg/s  Georglj  Secandi  Vndecimo,  A.  D. 


mi- 


Military  Offi- 
cers, who  lay 
down  their 
to'.nmiffion, 
not  to  be  excu- 
fedfiom  train- 
ing. 


An  A C T to  oblige  the  CommiJJioji  Officers  in  the  Militia^  to 
trahii  unlefs  they  have  fervcd  Fhe  Tears,  or  excufed  by  the 
General  Aflenably. 


TUH  ERE  AS  it  is  common  for  Perfons  to  take  Offixes  in  the^ 
Militia,  and  keep  them  fora  Jhort  Time,  and  theri  refufe  tO 
accept  the  fame,  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  to  be  excufed  from  Tram- 
ing  thereafter. 

For  the  Prevention  whefeof  for  the  Future, 


JOE  IT  ENACTED  by  the  General  Affembly  of  this 
^Colony,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame,  it  is  Enabled,  That 
no  Perfons  in  Commidion  in  the  Militia,  fliall  be  excufed  from 
training,  for  having  had  an  Office  in  the  Militia,  if  they  lay  the 
fame  down,  unlefs  they  have  ferved  Five  Tears,  or  are  excufed 
by  the'  General  Affembly  (but  if  left  cut  againft  their  Will,  then 
to  be  excufed  as  heretofore)  and  fhall  be  fubjedl  to  the  fame  Rules 
and  O rders,  as  Othef  Perfons  in  the  Militia  are.  Arty  Law,  Cu- 
ffom  or  Ufage,  to  the  Contrary  hereof,  in  anywife,  notwith- 
ftanding. 


LAWS, 

Made  and  pafs’d  by  the  General  Affembly  of  His  Majedy's 
Colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Providence-Plantations,  in 
New-England,  Held  by  Adjournment,  at  Newport,  the  Second 
Monday  in  June,  1737. 


An  ACT  dating  the  Fees  of  the  Grand  Jurors. 

JJ7HEREAS  the  Ciiftom  in  this  Colony,  of  allowmg  and 
paying  the  Expences  of  the  Grand  Jury,  while  attending  on 
the  fever al  Courts,  out  of  the  General  Treafury,  is  found  to  be 
very  prejudicial  to  the  Government , their  Bills  being  often  very 
extravagant. 

For 
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AN D be  it  further  'Ena6led  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
Meflrs.  Nicholas  EaJioUy  John  Rice,  jun.  and  Immanuel  Nor thurp, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a Committee  to  confider  in 
what  manner  the  Bank  to  be  emitted  ought  to  be  proportioned 
among  the  fever al  Towns. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaAed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
none  of  the  Committees  for  letting  out  the  faid  Bank  Money, 
tor  the  Future  take  above  I’wo  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  of  faid 
Bills  of  any  Perfon  that  fhall  trahfer  bis  Right  in  faid  Bank. 

AN D it  is  alfo  further  EnaAed,  That  Four  I’houfand  Pounds 
of  the  aforefaid  Sum,  be  ftruck  off,  and  figned,  in  Bills  of  the 
loweft  Denominations  aforefaid.  see  also  original 

pp.  233,  234 


A L A W, 

Made  and  pafs’'d  by  the  General  Affembly  of  his  MajeRy’s  Co- 
lony of  Rhode-IJland,  and  Providence-Plantations,  in  New- 
England ; held  by  Adjournment,  at  Warwick,  the  Twenty 
Seventh  Day  of  January,  1 740. 

Art  A C T for  the  more  effectual  putting  the  Colony  into  a pro- 
per Pofture  of  Defence. 

"pp^HE  REAS  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  putting  the  Co- 
lony, ana  particularly  the  Towj^  of  Newport  into  a better 
Pofure  of  Defence,  not  only  in  Regard  to  the  prefent  War  with 
Spain,  but  more  efpecially  as  all  Advices  from  abroad,  fuppofe  a 
War  with  France  inevitable  in  the  Spring. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  found  vafly  prejudicial  to  this  Co- 
lony, the  AA  jor  empowering  the  Freemen  and  Soldiers  to  choofe 
their  own  Military  Officers  -,  and  as  the  Fines  already  fated  by 
Law,  on  Soldiers  negleAing  their  Attejidance  on  military  Duty, 
have  been  too  fmall. 

All  which  being  duly  confidered, 

"DE  IE  ENACTED  by  the  General  Afembly,  and  by 
Gneral'Affem-  ^ the  Authority  thereof,  it  is  EnaAed,  That  the  aforefaid 
Mmary  o®-  empowering  the  Freemen  and  Soldiers  choofing  their  Mili- 
tets.  ‘ tary  Officers,  be  and  it  is  hereby  repealed  and  declared  Null 
and  Void.  And  that  for  the  Future,  the  General  Affembly 
annually,  at  their  Seffions  holden  in  May,  choofe  and  eleft  the 

Military  ^ 

103.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Warwick;  Laws,  The  Widow  Franklin, 
1745;  Act,  Jan.  27,  1740,  pp.  232-234. 
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Military  Officers  in  this  Gjvernment ; and  they  are  to  be  com- 
miffioned  by  His  Honour  the  Governor  as  ufual.  And  that 
the  Military  Officers  already  elefted,  be  continued  in  their  re- 
Ipedlive  Offices  till  the  firft  WedneJ'day  in  May  next, 

' AND  be  if  further  EnaSied  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  Who  ihiii  con- 
for  the  Future  the  Council  of  War  ffiall  confift  of  the  Governor  cii'orwaV.”**''* 
and  as  many  of  the  Council  for  the  Time  being  as  are  then  pre- 
fent,  the  Field  Officers  and  Captains  of  each  Company  and  the 
Lieutenant  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Captain,  and  no  other  ; who 
are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  fuch  other  Days  as  may  be 
neceffary  to  difeipline  the  Militia,  and  make  them  expert  in  the 
Ule  of  their  Arms,  over  and  above  the  Four  Training  Days  by 
Law  appointed  in  War  Time;  and  that  every  Soldier  negledling 
to  give  his  Attendance  and  do  his  Duty  in  that  Service,  ffiall  be  No"-Appear- 
obliged  to  pay  as  a Fine  the  Sum  of  Ten  Shillings,  and  Forty  Alarm, 
Shillings  for  each  Day’s  negledl  on  an  Alarm  ; which  Fines  ffiall 
be  appropriated  to  the  maintaining  a Magazine  for  the  publick 
Ufe,  in  each  County,  after  the  necelTary  Charge  of  the  Company 
is  defrayed, 

A ND  be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid. 

That  there  be  two  more  Companies  made  in  the  Town  of  New- 
port, and  proper  Officers  appointed  over  them,  by  the  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly. 


AND  be  it  further  EnaBedhy  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Lower  Battery  at  Fort  George  be  repaired  and  enlarged,  fo 
as  to  mount  ten  or  more  Cannon  ; and  that  a Committee  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  Purpofe  and  to  make  all  neceffary  Alterations 
and  Reparations  at  faid  Fort  and  Battery. 


Lower  Bictery 
2t  the  Fort  ea-. 
larged. 


A N D be  it  further  EnaSied  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
there  be  a Magazine  or  Powder  Houfe  of  Brick  ered:ed,  not  ^ Magazine  tt» 
exceeding  Twenty  Four  Feet  Diameter,  in  fom.e  convenient  Ntapm. 
Place  in  the  Town  of  Newport,  to  contain  the  Powder  that  may 
be  imported  in  this  Colony.  And  that  there  be  ten  Barrels  of 
Powder  procured  at  the  Colony  Charge,  and  for  their  Ufe  ; and 
alfo  a fuitable  Quantity  of  Ball  to  be  lodged  in  faid  Magazine, 
and  the  fame  Quantity  from  time  to  time  to  be  there  kept. 

And  that  there  be  three  Barrels  of  Powder  and  a fuitable  Qi^ntity 

of  Ball  procured  for  the  County  of  Frovidc7ice,  and  the  fame 

Quantity  of  each  for  the  County  of  Ki?ig's  County  ; all  for  the 

Ufe  of  the  Colony  ; to  be  under  the  Care  of  the  Field  Officers 

of  each  County.  And  that  ten  Field  Pieces  be  procured  for 

the  Ufe  of  the  Colony,  to  be  kept  in  the  County  of  Newport,  pmured.^ 

and  a Committee  to ‘be  appointed  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid. 

N n n AND 
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Mr‘“  as  cannot 


yi  N D be  it  further  EuaSied  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
?p,Haiin  Arms  all  Perfons  making  lolemn  Engagement  before  the  Governor  or 

to  perturm  o-  - i r 9,-  • i i 

thtr  Duties.  ?*ny  Magutrate  in  the  relpedtive  Counties  where  the  Alarm  is 
made,  that  it  is  againfl  their  Confcience  to  bear  Arms  at  all, 
fhall  on  an  Alarm,  appear  at  the  Governor’s  or  Magiftrate’s  as 
aforefaid,  either  with  Horfes,  though  without  Arms,  to  be  em- 
ployed as  Scouts,  Meffengers,  Watches,  or  elfe,  if  they  ap- 
pear on  Foot,  that  they  be  divided  into  Companies,  and  obey  the 
Governor’s  or  Magiftrate’s  Order,  to  remove  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, or  fick  Perfons  out  of  immediate  Danger,  or  to  watch 
againft  or  extinguith  any  Fires  that  may  be  kindled  at  fuch  Times, 
either  by  Defign  or  Accident  ; and  to  do  any  other  Duty  conii- 
ftent  with  their  Religious  Principles  : And  any  Perfon  as  afore- 
faid  not  appearing,  fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  Sum  of  Forty 
Shillings  for  each  Day’s  negledt. 


AN  D be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That 
Courr  Ma.tial  One  Field  Officer  with  the  Commiffion  Officers  of  each  Com- 
vlde*Aft /«;«  appointed  a Court  Martial  to  puniffi  or  fine  any  Soldier 

>741.  under  Arms,  for  any  Offence  by  him  committed,  agreeable  to 

the  Nature  and  Circumftances  thereof. 


LAWS, 

Made  and  paft  by  the  General  Affembly  of  His  Majefty’s 
Colony  of  Rhode-Ifand,  and  Providence-Plantations,  in  New- 
England,  held  by  Adjournment,  -at  Providence,  on  the  firft 
Day  of  April,  1741. 

An  ACT  for  the  incorporating  .the  Weft  End  of  the  Town  of 
Eaf -Greenwich  into  a Townftiip  ; and  the  fame  to  be  diftin- 
guiftied  and  known  by  the  Name  of  Wef -Greenwich. 

JT7JJEREAS  fever al  of  the  Inhabit a^its  of  the  aforefaid 
^ Town  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  by  Petition  to  this  ^embly, 
did  fet  forth,  the  great  Difadvantage  they  labour  under,  on 
account  of  the  great  Extent  of  faid  fown  : And  as  it  is  con- 
ceived it  will  be  more  for  the  Eafe  and  Benefit  of  all  its  Inha- 
bitants in  tranfaBing  and  negotiating  the  prudential  Affairs 
thereof,  to  have  a Eivifion  made, 

Be  if  THEREFORE  E NA  CF  ED  by  the  General 
Affembly,  and  by  the  Authority  thereof,  it  is  EnaBed,  That 
from  the  Wefterly  Line  of  the  old  Townftiip,  unto  the  Colony 
Line,  be  fet  off  and  incorporated  aTownfhip  j and  the  fame  to  be 

diftinguiftied 


See  also  original 
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An  ACT  fettling  the  'Allowance  of  Spanifi  or  other  Pri/oners 

of  Wart 

T)  E n ENACT^ED  by  the  General  A/fembly,  and  hy  the 
Authority  thereof^  it  is  EnaSled,  That  for  the  Future, 
Aiiftwspce  to  and  fo  often  as  any  SpafiiJlj  Prifoners  or  other  Prifoners  of 

^ifonus  of  War  fhall  be  brought  into  this  C.blony,  Fifteen  Shillings  per 
Week  and  no  more  fhall  be  allowed  to  each  ‘ Pf ifoner  for  his 
Maintainance,  fo  long  as  they  fhall  be  detained  in  this  Colony  j 
to  be  paid  by  the  General  Treafufcr,  from  the  Time  they  fhall 
be  delivered  up  to  the  Authority  by  the  Captors.  And  that 
His  Honour  the  Govennor  or  Deputy  Governor  fend  away  fai'd 
Prifoners,  in  order  that  they  may  return  into  fome  Part  of  the 
Dominions  of  the  Prince  to  whom  they  are  Subjedts,  as  foon  as 
niay  be,  after  they  are  delivered  up  by  the  Captors  as  aforelaid  ; 
and  with  as  little  Charge  as  may  be. 

An  ACT  for  repealing  a Part  of  ihe  Adf,  made  and  pafs’^ 
by  the  General  Affentbly  of  this' Colony,  at  their  Seflions, 
held  at  Newport^  by  Adjournment,  the  Second  Monday  in 
fune,  A.  D.  1743^  entituled.  An  A£f  for  preventing  the 
Counterfeiting  Bills  of  Pubhek  Credit, 


IdTt  ENACTED  by  }be  General  Afjemhly  of  this  Colony, 
^ and  by  the  Authority  thereof,  it  is  Enacted,  That  that  Part  of 
faid  Adf,  which  inflids  Pains  and  Penalties  on  fuch  Perfons  as 
have  counterfeited  the  Colony’s  Bills,  fhall  be,  and  the  fame  is 
hereby  repealed,  fo  far  as  the  fame  doth  retrofpedt  or  look  back 
and  afedl  thofe  Perfons  that  were  convidted  before  the  Making 
of  faid  Law,  without  the  Difannulling  or  Altering  of  any  Part 
of  faid  Law,  relating  to  any  future  Profecution,  or  any  Perfon 
hereafter  accufed  or  fued  for  the  Breach  thereof. 


LAWS, 

Made  and  pafs’d  by  the  General  AlTembly  oF  his  Majefly’s 
Colony  of  RhodeMJland,  and,^  Providence-Plantations,  .in 
New- Engl  an  d •,  held  by  Adjournment,  at  Newport,  the 
Twenty  Second  Day  of  May,-  in  the  Seventeenth  Year  of  His 
Majefty’s  Reign,  A,  D.  1744. 

An  ACT  for  putting  this  Colony  in  a Podure  of  Defence,  and 
Ftr  rcnd’ring  the  Militia  in  the  feveral  Towns  thereof,  more 
Ufeful  in  Time  of  an  Adlual  Invafon. 

[The  Firrt  J’art  ef  this  Lsw,  was  fuptrfeded  by  an  Aft  made  In  Junt  following.] 

JN  Order  to  render  the  Milttta  of  this  Colony  more  XJfeful  in  the 
Time  ef  an'  ASlual  Invafon  j 

BE 


104.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Warwick;  Laws,  The  Widow  Franklin, 
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Be  /T”  enacted  by  the  General  A[fembh,  and  by  the 

Authority  of  the  fa  ^ That  after  an  Alarm  is  beaten  in  No  Perfoi  to 
any  Town  in  this  Colony,  no  Man  whatfoever  lhall  leave  or  go  Xown'a^ite^an 
out  of  faid  Town  fo  alarmed,  but  by  Leave  or  Order  from  the  Alarm,  ^ith- 
Commanding  Officer  there,  upon  rhe  Penalty  of  paying  to  and  ^ 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Colony,  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  ; 
to  be  recovered  by  the  General  Treafurer,  by  Action  of  Debt, 

Bill,  Plaint,  or  Information,  in  any  Court  of  Record  within  this 
Colony  ; and  in  cafe  any  Perfon  fhall  not  have  fufficient  Eftate 
to  pay  the  fame,  then  fuch  Perfon  fhall  be  committed  to  Goal 
in  the  County  wherein  he  fliall  be  convicted,  and  there  continue 
for  the  Space  of  Six  Month,  or  elfe  fhall  be  fent  to  the  Fort, 
there  to  ferve  the  Colony  as  a Soldier  the  Space  of  Six  Months, 
which  ffiall  be  at  the  Diferetion  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
War. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
on  the  Enemies  landing  in,  or  actually  attacking  any  Town  in  this  Military 
Colony,  upon  the  firft  Notice  thereof,  the  Captain  of  each 
refpective  Company  In  the  Colony,  or  in  their  Abfence,  the  other  on  an  Alarm. 
Commiffion  Officers  of  the  Companies,  fhall  mufter  their  re- 
fpectlve  Companies,  in  order  to  march  to  the  Affiffance  of  the 
Town  attacked  as  aforefaid,  atthe  Command  of  theSuperiorOfficer. 

Anti  that  upon  any  fuch  Attack  upon  the  Town  of  Newport,  the 
Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  for  the 
Time  being,  fhall  order  or  command  fuch  a Number  of  Seamen 
and  others  as  he  fhall  think  proper,  to  go  over  to  Fort  George,  dered  to  Fort 
in  order  to  join  the  Company  that  belongs  to  the  Fort  j which 
Men  fo  fent  over,  fhall  be  fubject  to  the  Command  of  the  Captain 
and  other  Officers  of  the  Fort,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Com- 
pany belonging  thereto  are. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
when  it  fhall  be  thought  necefTary  to  fet  a double  Watch  in  any  Double  Watch. 
Town  in  this  Government,  every  Perfon  that  fhall^be  legally 
notified  to  watch  at  fuch  Times,  and  fhall  refufe  or  neglect  to 
appear,  and  watch  at  fuch  Time  and  Place  as  fhall  be  appointed 
by  the  proper  Officer,  or  fend  a good  and  fufficient  Man  in 
his  Room,  fuch  Perfon  for  every  fuch  Offence,  fhall  pay  a Fine 
of  Sixteen  Shillings. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
every  Perfon  who  fhall  adtually  be  upon  any  Military  Watch, 
and  who  fhall  difobey  the  Commands  of  the  Commanding  chi  Watca. 
Officer  of  faid  Watch,  or  other  his  Superior  Officers,  or  ffiall 
D d d d otherwife 
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othcrwife  negled  to  do  their  Duty,  fhall  be  fined,  not  exceeding 
Three  Pounds,  or  flaall  be  ordered  to  ride  the  Wooden  Horfe^ 
or  be  laid  Neck  and  Heels,  not  exceeding  the  Space  of  one 
Hour,  at  the  Diferetion  of  a Court  Martial  ; which  Court  Mar- 
tial (hall  confift  of  one  Field  Officer,  and  the  Commiflion  Officers 
of  the  Company  to  which  fuch  Offender  ffiall  belong  ; but  that 
the  Commiffion  Officers  at  New  Shoram,  without  a Field  Officer, 
be  a Court  Martial. 


An  ACT  for  Repealing  a Part  of  an  Add,  pafs’d  by  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly,  held  at  South-Kingfiown , the  Second  Tuefday 
in  February,  A,  D.  1743,  entitled,  An  ASi  Eftablijlmig  the 
Proceed'mgs  and  Tryals  of  Abiions  not  exceeding  Five  Pounds. 

*D £ IT  ENACTED  by  the  G ester al  A[jembly,  and  by 
the  Authority  thereof,  it  is  Enabled,  That  that  Part  or 
Paragraph  of  the  abovementioned  Act,  which  ftates  the  Fees, 
be,  and  it  is  hereby  Repealed,  and  made  Null  and  Void. 


An  A C T for  Stating  the  Fees  on  Actions  not  exceeding  Five 

Pounds. 


T)E  I T ENACTED  by  the  General  Affembly,  and  by 
^ the  Authority  of  the  fatne,  it  is  Enabled,  That  the  Jufticcs, 
Wardens,  and  other  Officers  concerned  in  the  Proceedings  or 
Tryals  of  Actions  not  exceeding  Five  Pounds,  ffiall  for  the  Future 
take  the  following  Fees  and  no  more. 

F E E S in  Adtions  not  exceeding  Five  Pounds. 


Jufticc’s  Fees. 

FO  R a Warrant  of  Arreft, 

For  every  Summons, 
jumefsCourt.  pQj.  annexing  an  Account, 

For  adminiftring  an  Oath  or  Engagement, 

For  writing  an  Evidence, 

For  Judgment, 

For  Recording  thereof, 

For  Bond  to  the  Peace  or  good  Behaviour, 

For  Bond  on  Appeal, 

For  Execution, 

For  Copy  of  a Cale,  the  fame  as  the  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
perior Court. 

Town  Serjeant’s  and  Conftable’s  Fees. 

For  ferving  of  every  Warrant,  if  not  above  one 
Mile  from  home, 

above  one  Mile,  Two  Pence  forward  and  Two 
• Pence  backward. 


00  02  00 
00  01  00 
00  01  00 
00  01  op 
00  01  06 
00  08  00 
00  03  00 
00  03  00 
00  02  00 
00  03  00 


00  01  06 
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in  Burthen  by  Regifter,  to  be  paid  to  the  Naval  Officer,  and 
employ’d  for  the  Ufe  of  faid  Fort  George,  excepting  Coafters, 
for  which  Three  Pence  per  Ton  (hall  be  paid  in  Manner  as  afore- 
faid.  And  this  Aft  to  continue  in  Force  during-  the  prefent 
War,  and  no  longer. 

See  in  general 


LAWS, 

Made  and  pafs’d  by  the  General  Aflembly  of  His  Majefty’s 
Colony  of  Rhode-ljland,  and  Providence-Plantations,  in 
New-England,  held  by  Adjournment,  at  Newport,  on  the 
Twenty  Firft  Day  of  Auguft,  in  the  Eighteenth  Year  of  His 
Majefty’s  Reign,  A.  D.  174^ 

An  A C T for  the  Relief  of  Perfons  of  Te?ider  Confciences  ; 
and  for  Preventing  th'eir  being  burthcned  with  Military 
Duty. 

TJ/H  ERE  A S there  are  a great  Number  of^  the  fobcr  Inha- 
bitants  of  this  Colony,  who  by  their  Religious  Principles 
hold  the  Art  of  War  and  Fighting  with  their  Fellow  Creature’’, 
contrary  to  the  Pri nciples  of  their  Religion  and  a good  Con- 
fcience,  whereby  faid  Perfons  have  been  put  to  great  Hardfips 
and  Charges  by  the  Law  that  regulates  the  Militia  in  [aid  Colony  ; 
and  have  fuffered  in  their  Ejlates,  and  been  otherwijc  dijquieted. 

For  the  Remedy  whereof, 

T)P  iT  ENACTED  by  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Colony 
^ aforejaid,  and  by  the  Authority  thereof,  it  is  Enabled,  That 
any  Perfoiv  inhabiting  in  faid  Colony,  and  of  a fober  Life  and  cdfiom  otar-' 
Convcrfation,  who  can  and  fliall  Frankly  and  Freely,  upon  his 
folemn  Affirmation  (according  to  the  Form  prefcribed  in  this 
Aft). declare  before  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  or  any  one 
Affiftant,  that  his  Opinion  and  Religious  Sentiments  are,  that  in 
Matters  relating,  to  W$r,  he  ought  to  be  Paffive  j and  that 
the  Praftice  of  War,  or  the  Art  thereof,  arid  the  Ufe  of 
Anns,  and  the  Excrcife  thereof  in  War,  are  incOnllftent  with 
his  Belief  as  a Chriftian,  and  that  he  declineth  the  Cuftomary 
Ufe  of  Arms  in  War,  and  would  be  excufed  from  the  Law  re- 
lating to  Military  Difciplinc  f^)r  Confcience-Sake  and  out  of  Prin- 
ciple, and  for  no  other  End  or  Purpofe  whatever  : In  this  Cafe 
fuch  Perfon  ftiall  be  exempted  from  bearing  Arms  as  a Soldier, 
and  from  the  Law  of  faid  Colorty  relating  Military  Difciplirie  or 
Equipment.  Any  former  Law  or  Cuftom  to  the  Contrary  not- 
withftanding. 

E e c e AND 
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AND  all  fuch  Engagements  fo  made,  {hall  by  the  Officer 
that  taketh  the  fame,  be  made  Matter  of  Record  ; and  the  fame, 
or  a Copy  thereof,  {liali  be  received  by  all  Military  Officers,  as 
Matter  of  Evidence,  for  the  Exempting  all  Perfons  from  Military 
Duty,  that  are  cleared  by  this  Adt. 

The  Form  of  the  Affirmation. 


7 A.  B.  do  folemily,  Jincerely  and  truly  Affirm  and  Declare^  that 
the  Art  of  War  and  Fighting,  and  the  XJje  and  Exercife  of 
rorrn  of  the  Ar7iis,  either  Ofenfvely  or  Defenftvely  in  Fime  of  War,  is  utterly 
Jnconffent  with  my  Belief  as  a Chrifian  ; And  that  I do  not  de- 
cline and  refufe  the  Ufe  and  Exercife  thereof  out  of  Obflinacv  or 
Singularity , but for  Confcience-Sake  alone.  And  this  Affirmation 
I make  and  give,  without  any  Evafion  or  Mental  Rejervation. 


Provided  Neverthelefs,  That  this  Adi,  or  any  Thing  herein 
contained,  fhall  not  exempt  the  Perfons  who  take  fuch  Affirma- 
tion as  aforefaicj,  from  fuch  Duties’in  Time  of  an  Alarm,  as  they 
are  obliged  to  do,  by  an  Adi  of  the  General  Affembly,  made  and 
pafled  in  the  Fourteenth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majedy’s  Reign, 
entitled,  An  Adi  for  the  more  Effediual putting  the  Colony  in  a 
proper  Pofure  of  Defence. 


An  ACT  for  the  Augmentation  of  Fees  to  the  Attorney 

General. 

T)E  IT  ENACTED  by  the  General  Affembly,  and  by 
the  Authority  thereof,  it  is  Enadled,  That  the  Attorney 
Attorney  Gc-  General  in  this  Colony,  be  allowed  Two  Shillings  for  every  Bond 
Eera  s ees.  delivered  him  by  the  Grand  Committee  or  General 

Treafqrer,  to  be  put  in  Suit ; and  for  every  Writ  that  {liall  l>e 
put  out  and  ferved,  to  be  allowed  Two  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  ; 
to  be  paid  by  the  Perfon  who  gave  the  Bonds  ; in  Addition  to 
his  former  Fees,  And  that  he  do  not  file,  the  Declarations  above 
two  Days  before  thelafl  Day  of  filing  Declarations. 


LAWS, 

Made  and  pafs’d  by  the  General  Afiembly  of  his  Majelly’s 
Colony  of  RJjode-IJland^  ^nfi,  Provddenye-Plantations,  in 
New-Englaiui  j held  by  Adjournment,  at  Newport,  the 
Eighteenth  Day  of  September,  in  the  Eighteenth  Year  of 
His  Majefly’s  Reign,  A,  D,  1744.' 

An 
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An  ACT  impowering  the  Captains  of  the  feveral  Companies  of 
train’d  Bands  in  this  Colony,  to  grant  Warrants  for  coUeding 
the  Fines  of  Delinquents,  where  any  happen  to  be  due  to  their 
PredecelTors.  „ , 

1J7  H E R E A S Jandry  ^erfovs  belonging  to  the  fecond  Company  of 
the  Town  c/'Newport  in  this  Colony,  were  delinquent  at  the  fe- 
ver al  training  Days  the  Tear  pafi  ; whereupon  the  late  Captain  of  [aid 
Company  gave  out  his  PVarrant  to  his  Clerk,  to  coiled  the  dines  of  fuch 
delinquent  T'erjons,  who  put  off  the  faid  Clerk  with  fair  Tromijes,  un- 
til the  laft  Eledion,  when  a new  Captain  being  chojen,  they  reftijed  to 
pay  the  Jaid  Fines,  alledging.  That  the  prefent  Captain  had  not  Autho- 
rity to  grant  a tVar  rant  for  colleding  the  fame. 


JdE  it  therefore  Enaded  by  the  General  JJpmbly  of  this  Colony,  and 
^ by  the  Authority  thereof.  It  is  Enaded,  That  the  laid  prelenC 
Captain  of  the  fecond  Company  in  the  Town  of  Newport,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  fully  impowered  to  grant  forth  his  Warrant  to  the 
fame  Perl'on  who  was  Clerk  of  the  laid  fecond  Company  of  New- 
port the  Year  part,  to  colkft  all  the  Fines  which  were  due,  and  in 
Arrear  to  laid  Company  when  the  faid  prefent  Captain  was  cholen; 
and  upon  Refufal  of  Payrnent,  to  diftra'n  for  the  fame  according 
to  Law  : And  that  all  the  Captains  of  the  feveral  Companies  in 
this  Colony  have  the  fame  Power. 

AND  be  it  further  Enaded  by  the  Authority  afore  faid.  That  for 
the  future,  when  the  Captain  of  any  Company  or  train’d  B^nd  in 
this  Colony,  lhall  grant  loith  his  W’ariant  to  his  Clerk,  to  colleft 
the  Fines  of  the  delinquent  Soldiers  belonging  to  his  Company, 
fuch  Captain  lhall  have,  and  hereby  hath,  full  Power  to  grant  his 
Warrant  for  colleding  all  the  Fines  that  fhall  be  in  Arrear,  and 
due  to  fuch  Company,  at  the  Time  of  granting  fuch  Warrant, 
and  to  difirain  for  the  fame,  if  Occafion  be  ; any  Law,  Cuftom, 
or  Ufage,  to  the  contrary  hereof,  in  anywife,  notwithftanding. 


An  ACT  ordering  and  appoiiuing  the  Militia,  or  train’d  Bands, 
in  this  Colony,  to  mufter  twice  a Year. 

W HE  REAS  the  feveral  Companies  of  the  Militia,  or  train'd 
Bands,  in  this  Colony,  being  obliged  to  mufer  jour  Times  a Tear 
in  Time  of  War,  is  found  to  he  of  ill  Confequence  in  J undry  Refpeds, 

JT  is  therefore  Voted  and  Enaded,  That  for  the  future,  the  laid 
Companies,  or  train’d  Bands,  lhall  be  obliged  to  mufter  but 
twice  a Year  in  Time  of  War,  as  well  as  in  Time  of  Peace  ; And 
thofe  Companies  that  have  muftered  two  Days  this  Year  already, 
be  excufed  from  training  any  more  this  Year,  unlels  upon  any 
fpecial  Occafion. 


An 

97.  R.  I.  General  Assembly,  Newport;  A & L,  J.  Franklin  1752;  Act, 
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^ND  he  it  further  Etia&ed  hy  the  Jathority  ajorefaid^  That  all 
Adions  which  ihall  be  continued  from  the  next  Superior  Court  of 
Judicature,  Court  of  Aflize,  and  General  Goal  Delivery,  ftiall  be 
continued  to,  and  be  heard  and  tried  at  the  next  fucceeding  Supe- 
rior Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Aflize,  and  General  Goal  De- 
livery, to  be  held  in  and  for  the  relpcdivc  Counties  where  fuch 
Adions  originally  begun.  And  laid  Courtis  hereby  fully  impow- 
eied  to  make  upjudgment  in  all  I'uch  continued  Adions  as  aforefaid, 
and  award  Execution  thereon,  excepting  where  there  fliall  be  an 
Appeal  to  His  Majefty  in  Council,  agreeable  to  Law.  And  that 
all  Scire  Facias's  be  brought  to  the  Court,  held  in  the  refpedive 
Counties  where  the  Adions  firft  begun  ; and  that  the  Judges  and 
Clerk  of  faid  Court  be  chol'en  at  the  next  General  Eledion,  at 
which  Time  this  Ad  is  to  be  in  Force,  and  not  before. 


An  ACT  Tor  Regulating  Appeals  to  His  Majefty  in  Council  in 
Great-Britain,  and  for  Repealing  the  lormer  Ad  made  for  that 
Purpoft. 


TT7HE  REAS  there  is  an  AB  made  and  faffed  by  the  General 
''  Affcmhly  of  this  Colony ^ at  their  SeJJions  held  at  Newport  by 
Adjeurnmenty  the  Jixteenth  Day  of  June,  A.  D.  17  ip,  entitledy  An 
Act  for  Regulating  Appeals  to  His  Majefty  in  Council  in  Great~ 
Britain  ; which  AB,  by  long  Experience,  hath  been  found  oj  ill  Con- 
Jequence,  Appeals  being  thereby  allowed,  in  Matters  of  too  Jmall  Value. 


JBE  it  therefore  EnaBed  by  the  General  JJfimbly  of  this  Colony, 
^ and  by  the  Authority  thereof.  It  is  EnaBed,  That  the  aforelaid 
Ad  of  AlTcmbly  be,  and  it  is  hereby  Repealed,  and  made  Null 
and  Void  : And  that  for  the  future,  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  ag- 
grieved at  the  Judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  in 
this  Colony,  fhall  have  the  Liberty  of  Appealing  to  His  Majefty 
in  Council  in  Great-Britain,  where  the  Matter  or  Thing  in  Cen- 
tre verfy,  is  of  the  Value  olOne  Hundred  and  Fifty  ^oumis.  Sterling 
Money  of  Great-Britain  ; and  in  no  other  Cafe  whatever  : And 
that  the  faid  Superior  Court  be,  and  they  are  hereby  impowered 
to  afeertain  the  Value  of  the  Matter  or  Thing  in  Controverfy, 
where  fuch  Appeal  is  pray’d. 


An  ACT  for  fettling  the  Militia  of  the  Towns  of  Brifol,  Tiver- 
ton, Little-  Compton,  Warren,  and  Cumberland. 

Be  it  EnaBed  by  the  General  AJfembly  of  this  Colony,  and  by  the 
Authority  thereof.  It  is  EnaBed,  That  there  (hall  be  one  train’d 
Band  of  Foot  Sbldicrs  in  the  Town  of  Brifol,  and  two  train’d 
Bands  of  Foot  Soldiers  in  the  Town  of  Tiverton,  and  one  train’d 

Band 

96.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Providence;  A & L,  J.  Franklin,  1752; 
Act,  circa  Feb.  ly,  1746,  pp.  30-jr. 
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Band  of  Foot  Soldiers  in  the  Town  of  Littk-Comptony  and  one 
train’d  Band  of  Foot  Soldiers  in  the  Town  of  Warrerty  and  one 
train’d  Band  of  Foot  Soldiers  in  the  Town  of  Cumberland.  And 
that  one  Troop  ofHorfe  be  raifed  in  the  County  of  Newport’.  And 
that  fo  many  of  thofe  in  the  Towns  of  iT/W/o»and  Littk-Comptony 
who  are  properly  equipt  for  Troopers,  and  defirc  to  continue  fo, 
be  Part  of  laid  Troop  of  Horle  : And  that  fuch  others  be  added 
to  them,  as  i'ee  Caufe  to  inlift,  and  properly  equip  thcmfclyfis 
for  Troopers. 

J N D he  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaidy  That  the 
Militia  of  the  Towns  of  Briftof  LivertoHy  and  Littk-Comptony  be 
annexed  to  the  Regiment  of  the  County  of  Newport  ; and  the 
Militia  of  the  Towns  ofbEarren  and  Cumberland,  be  annexed  to  the 
Regiment  ol  the  County  oi'  -Providence. 

A N D be  it  further  Enatled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
proper  Officers  be  appointed  by  this  General  AfTembly,  for  each 
of  the  laid  train’d  Bands,  and  Troop  ofHorfe,  to  be  commiffioned 
by  his  Honour  the  Governor,  and  to  remain  in  their  refpcdiyc 
Offices,  until  the  next  General  Eledion  in  this  Colony. 


L A W S, 

Made  and  faffed  at  a General  AJJembly  of  His  Majejiy^s  Colony  of 
Rhode-lfland  and  Providence- Plantations  in  New-England,  be- 
gun ami  held  by  Adjournment  at  Newport,  on  the  fecond  Euejday  to 
June,  A.  D.  1747. 

An  ACT  in  Emendation  of  Part  of  an  A^l',  made  and  paffed 
by  the  General  Alfembly,  at  their  Seflion  \n  Newport y the 
eighteenth  Day  oi September,  OneThoufand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Forty-four,  entitulcd.  An  Atl  afeertaining  what  E/late  is  Rate- 
able, and  jar  proportioning  the  fame  in  Value. 

wv  REAS  in  and  by  the  aforefaid  AB,  all  Male  ^erfonjy  from 
fxteen  Tears  old,  and  upwards,  are  (iattd  at  One  Shilling  per 
Head  for  every  Thoufand  Pounds  Rate,  to  be  ajffejfed  in  the  Colony, 
and  fo  in  dAopot  tion  for  a greater  or  kjffer  Sum ; which  being  too  high, 

jf' H I S Affembly  doth  Enact,  and  by  the  Authority  thereof.  It  is 
Enacted,  That  for  the  future,  Nine  T’ence  only  per  Head,  fhall 
be  alTefied  for  every  Thoufand  Toiinds  Rate  which  fhall  be  aiTelTed 
by  the  Colony,  and  fo  in  Proportion  for  a greater  or  lefs  Sum. 


An 
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t 24  3 

AX  L the  Prizes  fhall  be  fubjed  toaDeduSion  of  twelve  and 
an  Half  fer  Cent,  to  be  applied  to  the  Furpofcs  aiorcfaid  (that  is 
to  lay)  Two  and  Half^er  Cent,  to  the  Diredtors  for -their  Trouble* 
Five  Hundred  Tounds  for  repairing  the  Bridge  in  Scituote^  and  Two 
Hundred  bounds  for  and  towards  repairing  that  called  Hunt’s  Bridge, 
and  the  Remainder  for  finifhing  the  Goutt>Houfe,  and  erecting  a 
Board  Fence  round  the  Prifon  Tard  in  the  County  of  Kent. 

A FID  it  is  further  Voted  and  Kejohed,  That  JoJifh  Nichols^  Joh 
Randall,  and  Rujus  Greene,  Efqrs.  be,  and  they  arc  hereby  ap- 
pointed Direftors  of  the  faid  Lottery,  and  ftiall  give  Bond  to  the 
General  Treafurer  with  fufficient  Sureties,  in  the  Sum  of  Sixty 
Thoujand  bounds,  for  the  faithful  Ferfbmiance  of  their  Tfifft. 

AND  be  it  farther  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Drawing  faid  Lottery  lhall  begin  on  the  fecond  Monday  of  No~ 
vember  next,  at  the  (^urt-Houfe  in  the  County  of  Kent,  if  filled, 
whereof  the  Directors  fiiallgive  Notice  by  public  Advertilcmcnts, 
lourieen  Days  before  the  Drawing. 

^I^Hereas  fundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cumberland,  reprefented 
* * unto  this  AlTembly,  That  faid  Town  is  almoft  twelve 
Miles  in  length,  and  but  one  Company  or  train’d  Band  therein  j by 
Realbn  whereof,  they  are  greatly  incommoded  in  their  Attending 
on  Military  Difeipline ; that  there  are  in  the  Lift  of  laid  Com- 
pany, the  Names  of  almoft  Two  Hundred  Soldiers ; and  there- 
upon prayed,  another  Company  or  train'd  Band  may  be  fet  off 
and  made  in  faid  Town,  as  the  fame  will  conduce  to  the  general 
Intcreft  and  Advantage  of  the  People  : And  this  AlTembly  hav- 
ing taken  the  Affair  into  Confidcration,  Do  Vote  and  Enatf,  and  it  is 
Voted  and  EnaBed,  That  the  Prayer  of  the  faid  Petition  be,  and  ic 
is  hereby  granted  : And  for  the  better  effedling  the  Ends  and 
1 Purpofes  aforelaid.  MclTrs.  Job  Bartlet  and  Jeremiah  Whiffle,  arc 
1 hereby  conftituted  a Committee,  to  divide  the  Company  afore- 
1 faid,  and  make  Report  of  tbeii  Doings  to  this  Aficmbly  at  their 
I next  Scllion. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  chofen  to  the  Offices  aferibed 
to  their  Names  rcfpedively. 

Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Low,  Colonel  •;  Maj.  John  Arnold,  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  ; and  James  Greene  (Son  or  ^eter)  Maiot  of  tne 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Kent. 

JoJhua  Clark,  Major  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County 
of  Kings  County. 

Juftices  ot  the  Peace, 

Barnabas  Hargilfor  Newport. 

Jfaac  Lawton  for  ^ortfmoath. 

Samuel  Stanton  for  Charleftowm 

Officers 

100.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Newport;  A & R,  June  1753;  Act,  n.  a. 
but  circa  2nd  Mon.  June  1733,  p.  24. 
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be,  paid  by  persons  that  were  draughted  or  impressed  to  go  in 
the  last  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  all  and  every  such 
fine  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  town  in  which  such 
fine  or  fines  have  been,  or  shall  be  paid  j excepting  such  fines 
or  the  part  of  them,  that  have  or  hath  been  appropriated  to  the 
hiring  of  another  or  others  to  go  in  the  stead  of  him  or  them 
that  paid  or  shall  pay  such  fine  or  fines. 

An  Act  for  impressing  such  and  so  many  men  as  shall  be\ 
wanted,  after  the  returns  made  to  the  several  field  officers,  to 
complete  and  make  up  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  by 
the  General  Assembly,  at  their  last  session,  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  this  colony  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Whereas,  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session,  begun  and 
holden  at  Providence,  on  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  February  last, 
made  and  passed  “ An  act  for  raising,  clothing  and  paying  four 
hundred  and  fifty  able  bodied,  effective  men,  for  the  ensuing 
campaign  against  His  Majesty’s  enemies  in  North  America,” 
to  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  His  Excellency  the 
Earl  of  Loudoun  ; and  whereas,  by  instructions  received  from 
His  Lordship,  the  said  men  are  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  by 
the  25th  day  of  this  instant  March, — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same  it  is  enacted,  that  each  respective 
captain  that  is  chosen  to  the  command  of  the  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men  to  be  raised  in  this  colony,  shall  make  his  return  of 
every  man  enlisted,  (it  being  witnessed  by  the  muster  master 
that  he  hath  passed  muster),  with  his  name,  and  the  name  of 
the  town  to  which  he  belongs,  unto  every  colonel  in  the  colo- 
ny, or  in  his  absence,  to  the  next  field  officer,  by  the  24th  day 
of  this  instant  March  ; which  list,  said  field  officer  shall  exam-/ 
ine,  and  thereupon  set  off  to  every  town  in  his  district,  the 
number  of  men  that  belong  to  such  town  to  furnish,  and  shall 
send  the  names  of  the  other  men  that  do  not  belong  to  his  dis- 
trict, to  the  severaL  towns  unto  which  they  respectively  be- 
long ; whereupon,  each  respective  colonel,  or  the  next  field  offi- 
cer, shall  immediately  grant  forth  his  warrant  to  the  captain, 

590.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Providence;  Rees.  Vol.  6,  J.  R.  Bartlett,  i86i;  Act, 

Mar.  14,  1757,  pp.  34-37. 
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or  next  officer  of  each  of  the  troops  of  horse,  and  of  the  foot 
company  or  companies,  in  every  town  that  shall  be  found  defi- 
cient in  enlisting  its  proper  quota,  immediately  to  impress  and 
bring  to  him  so  many  able  bodied  men,  fit  for  soldiers,  as  shall 
make  up  each  town’s  proportion,  agreeably  to  the  list  in  this 
act  hereafter  to  be  set  down  and  made. 

And  every  man  so  impressed,  shall  be  obliged  to  serve  as  a 
soldier,  or  find  a good,  able  bodied,  effective  man  to  serve  in  his 
stead ; unless  he  hath  some  reasonable  or  lawful  excuse,  to  be 
made  unto,  heard,  and  fully  determined  by  the  three  field  offi- 
cers, or  any  two  of  them,  and  one  captain ; or  by  one  field  offi- 
cer and  two  captains  of  trained  bands  in  the  same  regiment ; 
but  no  captain,  who  shall  impress  a man,  may  be  a judge  of  his 
excuse. 

And  when  any  man  that  hath  been  impressed,  is  excused  or 
doth  not  pass  muster,  the  captain  who  impressed  him  shall 
be  ordered  by  the  field  officer,  who  heard  such  excuse,  to  im- 
press another,  forthwith,  in  his  stead. 

And  any  man  so  impressed,  upon  his  paying  a fine  of 
£100,  old  tenor,  to  one  of  the  field  officers,  in  the  same  regi- 
ment, shall  be  excused  j and  such  field  officer  shall  order 
another  to  be  impressed  in  his  stead,  according  to  the  officer’s 
best  discretion ; and  so  on,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  any 
shall  be  excused,  or  pay  a fine,  until  the  required  number  of 
soldiers  shall  be  completed  and  made  up. 

And  every  man,  who  after  being  impressed,  will  sign  an  en- 
listment and  take  the  proper  oath,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  re- 
ceive, the  same  bounty,  privileges  and  immunities,  as  are  given 
to  such  soldiers  as  enlist  voluntarily. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all 
and  every  of  the  artillery  companies  in  this  colony,  furnish 
their  proportion  of  men,  that  shall  be  deficient  in  the  respec- 
tive towns  to  which  they  belong ; His  Honor  the  Governor,  or 
His  Honor  the  Deputy  Governor,  joining  with  the  colonel,  or 
next  field  officer,  to  proportion  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
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each  captain  of  the  said  five  companies,  to  be  raised  for  the 
ensuing  campaign,  muster  and  draw  all  the  soldiers  which 
they  and  their  officers  have  enlisted,  together,  at  the  most 
proper  and  easy  place  of  rendezvous,  before  or  upon  the  23d 
day  of  this  instant  March,  and  keep  them  together,  until  they 
receive  further  orders ; and  that  the  committee  of  war  direct  in 
what  manner  the  said  five  companies  shall  be  completed  out  of 
the  men  impressed,  or  that  may  be  enlisted  in  any  county, 
more  than  their  full  proportion ; and  that  each  captain,  or  other 
commanding  officer,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  general 
treasury,  the  sum  of  £3,  old  tenor,  for  each  able  bodied,  effec- 
tive man,  that  he  shall  return,  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
the  following  shall  be  the  proportion  of  the  men  to  be  raised 
in  the  several  towns  within  this  colony,  that  is  to  say  : 

The  town  of  Newport  shall  furnish  seventy-eight  able  bodied? 
effective  men  ; Portsmouth,  eleven ; Jamestown,  four  ; Middle- 
town,  eight ; Tiverton,  fourteen ; Little  Compton,  thirteen  ; 
Providence,  thirty-seven ; Smithfield,  twenty-two  ; Scituate, 
seventeen ; Glocester,  seventeen ; Cumberland,  eleven ; Cran- 
ston, seventeen;  Westerly,  twenty-six;  North  Kingstown, 
nineteen ; South  Kingstown,  sixteen ; Charlestown,  nine ; Exe- 
ter, fifteen ; Richmond,  ten ; Bristol,  eleven ; Warren,  eleven  ; 
Warwick,  twenty-one  ; East  Greenwich,  sixteen ; West  Green- 
wich, thirteen  ; and  Coventry,  fourteen. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if 
any  field  or  commissioned  officer  shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty,  as 
the  same  is  herein  afore  directed  and  ordered,  he  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  as  a fine,  the  sum  of  ^1,000,  in  bills  of  public  credit, 
of  the  old  tenor,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  colony  ; to  be  levied 
by  distress  on  his  goods  and  chattels,  in  the  manner  usual  in 
such  cases ; and  all  fines  of  soldiers,  arising  from  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  town  where  the  person 
lives  that  may  pay  his  fine ; which  shall  be  disposed  of  to  and 
for  the  use  of  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
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a copy  of  this  act  be  forthwith  made,  and  sent  by  express,  or 
otherwise,  unto  the  field  officers  in  this  colony,  on  or  before  the 
19th  day  of  this  instant  March. 

This  Assembly  do  vote  and  resolve,  and  it  is  voted  and  re- 
solved, that  the  captain  of  Fort  George  enlist  twenty  soldiers 
for  said  fort,  at  the  wages  of  <£30,  old  tenor,  per  month ; they 
finding  themselves,  and  being  subjected  to  the  same  duties  as 
the  soldiers  at  said  fort  were  the  last  year ; and  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  carry  on  the  buildings  of  said  fort,  re- 
move the  barracks  therein,  for  the  better  carrying  on  the 
work. 

And  tlie  directors  of  the  lottery  that  was  opened  and  set  up 
for  raising  a sum  of  money  to  carry  on  the  building  of  the  fort, 
aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  nett  produce  of  said 
lottery  into  the  general  treasury ; and  Capt.  Wm.  Mumford  is 
hereby  empowered  to  draw  the  same  out  of  the  treasury  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  work  shall  require. 

This  Assembly  do  vote  and  resolve,  and  it  is  voted  and  re- 
solved, that  the  committee  of  war  be,  and  they  are  hereby  di- 
rected and  fully  empowered,  to  take  up  proper  vessels  for 
transporting  the  forces  that  are  raising  in  this  colony  for  the 
ensuing  campaign. 

And  His  Honor  the  Governor  is  hereby  requested  to  answer 
the  letters  of  Major  General  Webb  and  Mr.  James  Syme. 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  au- 
thority thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  the  chief  officer  of  the  four 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  be  raised  in  this  colony,  for  the  en- 
suing campaign,  be  allowed  pay  at  the  rate  of  £210,  old  tenor, 
per  month ; and  also  shall  have  allowed  him  £210,  of  the  like 
currency,  for  his  table. 

This  Assembly  do  vote  and  resolve,  and  it  is  voted  and  re- 
solve, that  Capt.  William  Mumford  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  ap- 
pointed to  get  the  lead  taken  off  the  top  of  the  colony  house, 
in  the  county  of  Newport,  and  deliver  the  same  unto  the  sheriff 
of  that  county,  in  order  to  its  being  kept  safe,  for  the  colony’s 
use  ; and  that  the  said  William  Mumford  procure  a small  hip 
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Proceedings  of  the  General  Assemhlg,  held  for  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations , at  Newport,  on  the  lOM 
day  of  August,  1757. 

p.  76 

The  Hon.  William  Greene,  Governor. 

The  Hon.  John  Gardner,  Deputy  Governor. 

An  Act  for  raising  one-sixth  part  of  the  militia  in  this  colony, 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Albany,  to  join  the  forces  which 
have  marched,  to  oppose  the  French,  near  Lake  George. 
Whereas,  a number  of  men  is  demanded  of  this  colony,  by 
the  commanders  of  His  Majesty’s  forces,  near  Lake  George, 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  William  Henry,  which  is  invested  by  a 
large  body  of  French  and  Indians ; in  compliance  with  the  said 
demands,  and  to  the  end  that  every  thing  in  the  power  of  this 
colony  may  be  done  for  the  preservation  of  the  country, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  au- 
thority thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  one  sixth  part  of  the  whole 
militia  of  this  colony,  be  forthwith  raised  and  sent  to  Albany, 
with  all  possible  despatch,  to  be  under  the  command  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  His  Majesty’s  forces,  near  Lake  George, 
and  to  continue  in  the  service  as  long  as  the  immediate  preser- 
vation of  the  country  requires  their  stay  there,  and  no  longer  ; 
and  the  said  men  shall  be  formed  into  regiment,  and  be  com- 
manded by  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant  colonels,  one  major,  and 
one  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  respective  companies  in 
this  colony. 

And  for  the  more  easy  and  expeditious  raising  the  said 
men, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  His  Honor  the 
Governor,  forthwith  issue  his  warrants  to  the  proper  officers,  to 
call  together  all  the  companies  of  horse  and  foot  in  this  colo- 
ny, on  or  before  Monday,  the  15th  day  of  this  instant  August, 
at  twelve  of  the  clock,  on  said  day,  at  one  place  of  rendezvous, 

591.  R.  1.— General  Assembly,  Newport;  Rees.  Vol.  6,  J.  R.  Bartlett,  i86i;  Act, 

Aug.  10,  1757,  pp.  75-80 
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in  each  respective  town ; and  all  the  following  officers  shall  be 
included  in  the  lists  out  of  which  said  sixth  part  is  to  be  drawn, 
that  is  to  say : all  fence  viewers,  supervisors  of  highways,  field 
drivers,  pound  keepers,  constables,  wood-corders,  sealers  of 
weights  and  measures,  inspectors  of  wood-corders,  sealers  of 
leather,  viewers  of  hoops,  staves  and  heading,  and  gaugers,  not 
otherwise  excused  by  law. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
the  names  of  all  persons  in  the  list  of  each  company,  shall 
be  written  on  a scroll  of  paper,  and  rolled  up,  and  then  put  in- 
to a hat  or  box ; and  one  sixth  part  thereof,  shall  be  drawn, 
(unless  the  company  agree  that  the  commissioned  officers  shall 
press  said  sixth  part,)  and  the  persons  whose  names  shall  be 
so  drawn  or  pressed,  shall  go  on  this  service. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  any  person  drawn,  who  declines 
going,  and  shall  immediately  procure  an  able  bodied,  effective 
man  to  go  in  his  room,  shall  be  excused ; but  no  person  shall 
be  excused  without. 

Provided,  also,  that  no  person’s  name  be  put  into  the  hat  or 
box,  who,  through  sickness  or  lameness,  cannot  go,  or  who  was 
out  of  the  government  before  the  meeting  of  this  Assembly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
the  commissioned  officers  of  each  and  every  company^  in  this 
colony,  both  horse  and  foot,  if  they  cannot  agree  among  them- 
selves, who  shall  go,  shall  determine  the  same  by  lot,  at  the 
time  of  drawing  the  men  ; and  the  officer  or  officers  so  drawn, 
shall  be  obliged  to  go  in  the  said  regiment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
any  field  or  other  commissioned  officer,  who  shall  neglect  to  do 
his  duty,  either  in  calling  the  companies  together,  or  other- 
wise, shall  forfeit  and  pay  as  a fine,  the  sum  of  £1,000,  to  and 
for  the  use  of  the  town  in  which  he  resides ; to  be  levied  by 
distress  of  his  goods  and  chattels,  by  the  sheriff  or  one  of  his 
deputies,  by  a warrant  from  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor, 
one  of  the  assistants  or  judges  of  the  superior  or  inferior 
courts. 

And  any  person,  who  being  appointed  by  his  commissioned 
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officers,  to  warn  in  the  company,  shall  neglect  to  do  his  duty, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  as  a fine,  the  sum  of  £d  00,  which  shall 
be  recovered  in  manner  abovesaid,  by  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  be  by  them  duly  paid  into  the  town  treasury,  to  and 
for  the  use  of  the  town. 

And  any  person  being  duly  warned  by  beat  of  drum,  or  leaving 
notice  at  his  place  of  abode,  six  hours  before  the  time  of  meet- 
ing, which  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  warning,  who  shall  not 
appear  at  the  time  and  place  to  which  he  is  warned,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  as  a fine,  £100 ; to  be  recovered  in  manner  as 
abovesaid,  by  the  commissioned  officers,  and  paid  into  the  town 
treasury,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  town. 

And  the  several  town  treasurers  are  hereby  authorized  and 
fully  empowered,  to  sue,  and  recover  of  any  commissioned  offi- 
cer, any  fine  which  he  shall  neglect  to  levy  and  pay  into  the 
town  treasury,  which  by  this  act  ought-  to  be  paid  into  the 
same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority,  aforesaid,  that 
the  deputies  of  the  several  towns  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  em- 
powered to  procure,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  half  a pound 
of  gun  powder,  twenty  bullets,  six  flints,  and  seven  days  pro- 
visions, for  each  soldier  going  upon  the  present  emergency ; 
and  they  are  further  empowered  and  directed,  to  hire  horses 
for  the  men,  and  to  procure  arms,  and  all  other  necessaries,  in 
the  like  manner. 

And  if  the  said  arras,  horses,  or  any  other  necessaries  cannot 
be  procured  but  by  an  impress,  the  deputies  are  hereby  fully 
empowered  to  press  each  and  every  article  which  they  shal 
have  occasion  for,  to  forward  the  said  men  ; they  taking  and 
keeping  an  exact  account  of  what  they  shall  procure  of  any 
man,  that  the  same  may  be  paid  for  by  the  colony  ; provided, 
any  deputy  who  is  a captain,  or  who  on  any  reasonable  account, 
cannot  attend  the  above  service,  may  appoint  some  proper  per- 
son to  do  the  same  in  his  stead ; and  the  said  person  so  ap- 
pointed, is  hereby  required  and  fully  empowered  to  perform 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
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any  person,  although  not  belonging  to  the  militia,  who  shall  go 
in  this  service,  shall,  upon  his  return,  receive  the  same  pay  or 
reward  which  shall  be  given  to  those  of  the  militia  who  go. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
John  Andrews,  Esq.,  be  colonel ; Maj.  Joseph  Wanton,  Jr.,  lieu- 
tenant colonel ; Maj.  Henry  Babcock,  second  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  Mr.  Stephen  Potter,  major  of  the  regiment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
each  officer  and  soldier,  who  has  a horse  fit  to  carry  him  to 
Albany,  shall  make  use  of  his  own  horse ; and  those  persons 
that  have  none  shall  be  supplied  with  horses  by  the  deputies, 
as  above  directed ; and  each  person,  whose  horse  goes  in  the 
present  service,  shall  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  same  ; and  in 
case  any  horse  be  lost,  or  any  way  rendered  unfit  for  service, 
the  owner  of  such  horse  or  horses,  shall  be  paid  by  the  colony 
for  the  same ; and  for  the  end,  aforesaid,  the  deputies  of  the 
several  towns  are  hereby  directed  to  cause  an  estimate  of  said 
horses  to  be  taken. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
each  and  every  commissioned  officer,  and  soldier,  who  has  a 
gun  fit  for  service,  shall  make  use  of  the  same  ; and  those  who 
have  none,  shall  be  provided  for.  And  each  and  every  officer 
and  soldier  shall  take  a blanket  with  him,  if  he  has  any  that 
can  be  spared  from  his  family  ; if  not,  those  who  are  deficient 
shall  be  furnished  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
all  the  officers  and  men  raised  in  the  counties  of  Newport, 
Providence,  Bristol  and  Kent,  do  rendezvous  at  Providence,  on 
Tuesday  next,  and  march  from  that  place  on  the  same  day,  as 
fast  as  they  arrive  there  ; and  those  officers  and  men  who  are 
raised  in  the  county  of  Kings  county,  are  hereby  directed  to 
rendezvous  at  Little  Best  Hill,  in  South  Kingstown,  on  the 
said  Tuesday ; and  to  march  from  the  said  place,  in  compa- 
nies, as  fast  as  they  arrive  there. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
the  general  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  di- 
rected, to  hire  the  sum  of  £5,000,  old  tenor ; and  $1,500,  for 
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the  purposes,  aforesaid ; and  he  is  also  empowered  to  hire  what 
money  may  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  said  men,  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  the  said  services. 

And  the  committee  of  war  is  hereby  authorized  and  fully 
empowered  to  act  and  transact  all  and  every  thing  or  things, 
necessary  for  carrying  this  act  into  execution,  during  the  re- 
cess of  this  General  Assembly,  with  full  power  to  seize  any 
provisions  or  other  stores,  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  said 
men. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
all  persons  who  go  in  this  present  expedition,  shall  be  properly 
rewarded  by  the  colony,  for  their  service. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
all  and  every  officer  and  soldier,  that  shall  be  drawn,  as  afore- 
said, and  ordered  to  go,  or  who  shall  enlist,  shall  be,  and  here- 
by is,  acquitted  and  discharged  from  any  writs  of  execution, 
and  writs  of  arrest,  till  they  return  again  ; and  their  bail  and 
the  sheriff  shall  be  acquited  for  any  sum  whatever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  there  should  be  any  fur 
ther-  express  or  expresses  from  Major  Gen.  Webb,  demanding 
more  men,  during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  His 
Honor  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  if  they 
think  it  necessary,  give  orders  for  the  raising  and  sending  for- 
ward so  many  men  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  same  manner, 
(and  to  be  draughted  out  of  the  militia,)  as  those  are  in  this 
act.  And  that  all  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  subject  to  the 
orders  given  by  His  Honor  for  that  purpose,  as  they  are  by 
this  act ; and  for  their  neglect  or  refusal,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  fines  and  penalties  as  above  expressed  in  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
copies  ofthis  act  be  immediately  sent  by  express  to  the  first  deputy 
of  the  several  towns;  and  to  each  of  the  colonels  in  this  colony. 

Protest. 

“ We  dissent  from  the  within  act,  because  the  method  pro- 
posed for  raising  the  men,  operates  only  upon  a particular  part 
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of  the  government ; when,  in  our  opinion,  it  ought  to  extend 
to  the  whole,  upon  such  an  emergency  as  the  present. 

JOSEPH  WANTON,  JK, 
WILLIAM  BAILEY.” 


This  Assembly  do  vote  and  resolve,  and  it  is  voted  and  re- 
solved, that  the  committee  of  war  immediately  send  a quantit}'- 
of  gun  powder,  halls  and  flints,  sufficient  to  furnish  every  sol- 
dier, who  by  this  act  made  and  passed  the  present  session,  is 
obliged  to  proceed  to  Albany,  &c. ; that  is  to  say  : the  said 
gun  powder,  balls  and  flints,  shall  be  sent  unto  the  counties  of 
Providence,  Kings  county  and  Kent. 

That  the  said  committee  of  war  also  procure  a quantity  of  sea 
bread,  sufficient  to  serve  all  and  every  of  the  said  officers  and 
soldiers  seven  days ; and  send  a small  vessel  to  Albany,  laden 
with  so  much  provision  and  other  stores,  as  they  shall  think 
necessary  for  the  troops  of  this  colony,  that  are  ordered  to 
march  unto  that  place. 

And  it  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  that  three  or  more 
men,  be  appointed  in  each  county  of  this  colony,  save  Bristol, 
which  is  to  send  but  one,  to  take  care  of  the  horses  the  officers 
and  soldiers  shall  ride;  that  the  said  men  be  appointed  by  the 
deputies  of  the  several  counties  ; who  shall  return  the  names 
of  the  men  whom  they  appoint,  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment ; 
that  the  committee  of  war  send  a doctor  with  the  regiment 
that  shall  be  raised  and  sent  to  Albany  ; and  that  the  said 
committee  of  war  procure  and  send  one  or  more  proper  person 
or  persons  (unless  one  of  the  said  committee  shall  go  in  per- 
son,) to  proceed  with  the  forces,  and  pay  off  the  charges  and 
expenses  that  shall  arise  in  their  march  to  Albany  ; and  that 
the  said  committee  of  war  bo  accountable  for  the  money  they 
shall  receive  for  that  purpose. 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same  it  is  enacted,  that  an  act  made  and  passed  by 
this  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  holden  at  Newport,  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  May  last,  entitled  An  act  for  empow- 
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of  them,  are  hereby  conftituted  a Committee,  to  examin  the  Accounts 
of  Cd.  Samuel  Angel  with  the  Colony,  reipe<Sline  the  Expence  of  his 
Table,  while  he  was  comftianding  Officer  of  all  the  Forces  raifed  by  this 
Colony  for  the  Campaign  in  the  Year  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Fiiiy-&ven,  and  make  Report  unto  this  Aflembly  at  their  next 
Seifion. 

It  is  Foted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Providence 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed  and  diredled  to  repair  the  lower  Room  of 
the  Court-Houfe  in  the  faid  County,  together  with  the  Chamber  in  which 
the  Houfe  of  Deputies  ufually  fit,  bylengthening  the  fouthern  Seats, 
putting  up  Rails-beforc  all  the  innermoft  Seats  in  die  faid  Chamber,  by 
taking  outthc  old,  and  fupplying  their  Places  with  new  Safh  Windows  j 
that  the  fame  be  done  at  the  Colony’s  Charge,  by  the  next  Seffion  of  the 
General  Affembly  ; and  that  the  old  Windows,  with  the  Cafements  and 
Glafs,  be  fidd  by  the  faid  Sheriff  to  the  beft  Advantage,  towards  paying  for 
the  above-mentioned  Repairs, 

And  it  is  farther  Voted  and  Refolvedt  That  the  Sheriff  aforefaid  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  impowered  and  diredled  to  make,  as  foon  as  the  Seafon 
will  permit,  full  and  compleat  Repairs  of  the  Outfide  of  the  Court 
Houfe  aforefaid,  by  new  Shingling  and  neiV  Clapboarding  the  fame,  by 
painting  the  Outfide,  and  procuring  proper  Stone-Steps  for  the  Doors. 

It  is.  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  all  the  able-bodied  effedfive  Men  now 
in  the  Pay  of  this  Colony,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  retained  in  the  Go- 
vernment’s Service,  during  the  Pleafure  of  the  General  Affembly,  ex- 
cepting the  Field  and  Commiflioned  Officers,  who  are  hereby  difehairged. 

It  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Jofeph  Edmunds,  Efqj  Othniel  Gorton^ 
Efq5  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Greene,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
Committee,  to  audit  the  Accounts  of  Nathan  Rice,  Efq;  as  one  of  the 
Committee  of  War. 

It  is  Voted  and  Refohtd,  ThiXGidedn  Comjldck,  Efq;  Obadiah  Brawni 
Efq;  Samuel  Chace,  Efq;  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Lippitt^  be,  and  they,  or  any 
Two  of  them,  are  hereby  appoint^  a Committee,  to  audit  the  Accounts 
of  Mr.  Abraham  Smith,  as  one  of  the  Committee  of  War. 

What  foUoweth,  was  prefented  unto  this  Affembly,  by  the  Gentlemen 
who  figned  the  fame. 

Dt/*— Ti&f  Caloty  ^Rhode-Ifland  to  Thomas  Richardfon,  Efq-,  General 

Treafurer. 

Cafh  for  fundry  Difburfments,  from 
February,  1755,  to  November,  1758, 
taken  firom  the  Tre^urer’s  Alphabetical  Bwks  f.  139540  12 
To  Ditto  for  the  fcveral  Expeditions,  from 
17JS  to  1758,  exclulive  of  what  was  entered 
in  the  Alj^abet,  and  charged  in  the  above 
Article,  as  per  Treafurer’s  Book,  608280  9 

To  Ae  Treafurer’s  Salary,  for  the  Years 

1754. 

106.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Providence;  A & R,  Dec.  iyj8;  Act, 
Dec.  18,  1758,  p.  58. 
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An  ACT  for  augmenting  the  Troops  now  in  the  Pay  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  the  Number  of  One  Thoufand  Men,  including  Officers, 
and  forming  the  whole  into  one  Regiment,  for  His  Majdty’s  Service. 


E R EA  S the  General  AJfembly^  at  the  Sejhn  begun  and  holden 
at  Providence,  and  for  the  Colony  aforefaid^  on  Monday 

the  Eighteenth  c/'December  le^,  made  andpajfed  an  A£l  for  retaining  in 
the  Government’s  Service,  all  able-bodied  effeBive  Men  then  in  the  Pay 
of  the  Colony,  during  thePleafure  of  the  Gewral  Affembly,  excepting  the 
Field  and  Commijjioned  OJHcers,  who  were  difeharged  and  alfo  ordered 
new  Levies  to  be  immediately  made  for  His  Majefiys  Service,  agreeable  to 
the  Remef  of  his  Excellency  General  Amherft. 

And  whereas,  the  King  hath  been  pleafed,  by  a Letter  from  the  Rt,  Hon. 
William  Pitt,  ^q-,  one  of  bis  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  bearing  Date 
tlx  ninth  Day  of  the  Month  above-mentioned,  to  acquaint  this  Colony,  that 
be  expeBs  the  feveral  Governments  will  raife  at  leaf  as  many  Men  as  they 
reJpeBively-raifed  the  lajl  Tear,  and  as  many  more  as  their  Cireumjlances 
will  admit.  ggg  general 


In  Obedience  therefore  unto  the  Inftrudtions  aforefaid,  and  to  the  End 
that  every  Thing  in  the  Power  of  this  Colony  may  be  done  for  His 
Majefly’s  Service, 


n E IT  E N AC  TED  by  this  General  AJfembly,  and  by  the  Au- 
thority  of  the  fame.  It  is  EnaBed,  That  the  Troops  now  in  the 
Government’s  Pay,  be  augmented  to  the  Number  of  One  Thoufand 
able-bodied  effeitive  Men,  including  Officers,  and  formed  into  a Re- 
giment of  thirteen  Companies,  to  be  commanded  by  one  Colonel,  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  a Major;  each  - of  which  thirteen  Companies 
fhall  be  under  the  Command  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  an 
Enlign,  three  excepted,  which  are  to  be  commanded  by  one  of  the 
Field  Officers,  two  Lieutenants,  and  an  Enfign. 


AND  be  it  farther  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
Officers  fhall  have  and  receive  the  fame  Pay  as  they  had  the  laft  Year, 
and  be  allowed  Six  Pounds  per  Week  for  Billeting. 


And  for  an  Encouragement  to  the  Soldiers  now  belonging  to  the  Re- 
giment to  behave  well,  and  to  induce  others  to  inlift  into  the  fame,  Be 
it  farther  EnaBid,  That  each  Soldier  fhall  have  a Knapfack  and  Blank- 
et from  the  Government  grtf/rr,  receive  the  fame  Pay  and  Billeting, 
and  be  entitled  to  all  and  every  the  Privileges  and  Immunities  that  Ae 
Soldiers  had  and  enjoyed  the  laft  Year,  Bounty  only  excepted.  And  Ae 
Officers  and  Soldiers  fhall  be  paid  up  to  the  twenty-ninA  Day  of  Ae 
next  Month,  and  have  one  MonA’s  Pay  advanced  after  that  Time. 
And  the  Committee  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  fend  fb  many  of  Ae 
Soldiers  to  Albany  by  Water,  as  the  VefTcls  to  be  employed  in  tranfport- 
ing  Provifions  thiAer,  will  carry,  and  Ae  Remainder  fhall  march  by 
Land,  or  be  fent  by  Water,  as  his  Excellency  General  Amherji  may 
diredt,  fo  as  to  be  Acre  by  Ae  tcnA  Day  of  April  at  fartheft. 


AND  for  the  better  Supplying  Ae  Regiment  in  Ae  cheapeft  Man- 
ner with  Cloathing  and  other  Neceflaries  not  fumiAcd  by  the  Crown, 

Be 
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Be  it  farther  EnaSted,  That  a Commiflary  be  appointed,  who  fhall 
alfo  be  Sutler  to  the  Regiment,  and  have  the  fame  Pay  as  was  allowed 
to  the  Commiflary  and  Sutler  lx)th,  the  laft  Year.  And  he  is  hereby 
diredtcd  and  required  to  deliver  unto  the  Soldiers,  fuch  Things  as  the 
Government  (hall  fend  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Regiment,  at  the  prime  Coji, 
indacUng  all  Charges  that  may  accrue  thereon.  Provided^  that  the 
faid  Officer  deliver  nothing  to  any  Soldier  without  an  Order  from  the 
Captain,  or  other  commanding  Officer  of  the  Company  (for  the  Time  be- 
ing) to  which  fuch  Soldier  belongs.  And  the  Officers  are  hereby  reftrided 
and  forbidderr  to  draw  any  Order  or  Orders  on  the  CommiflTary  for 
Cloathing,  or  other  Neceflaries,  exceeding  the  Monthly  and  Camp 
Wages  due  to  the  Soldier  that  applies' for  the  fame. 


AND  it  is  farther  EnaSed,  That  the  Gentleman  who  fliall  be 
eleiaed  unto  the  conjoined  Offices  of  CommilTary  and  Sutler,  ffiall  give 
Bond  unto  the  General  Treafurer  in  the  penal  Sum  of  Fifty  Thoufand 
Pounds  Old-Tenor,  for  the  faithful  Performance  and  Difcharge  of  his 
Duty  in  every  Refpedt.  And  he  fhall  not  carry  with  him  on  his  own 
Account,  any  Neceflaries  of  the  fame  Kind  with  thofe  that  fhall  be 
fent  by  the  Government.  And  as  the  Officer  above-mentioned;  may 
want  Affiftance,  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  fully  impowered  to  ap- 
point a Deputy  or  Deputies  under  him,  to  be  chofen  out  of  the  Regi- 
ment by  and  with  the  Confent  of  the  Colonel.  Neverthelefs,  he  the 
faid  Officer  fhall  be  accountable  for  the  Conduft  of  any  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons  whom  he  fhall  fb  appoint. 

A N D to  prevent  Soldiers  from  leaving  the  Regiment  without  an 
abfolute  Neceffity,  Be  it  farther  Enadted,  That  no  Officer  fhall  grant 
a Furlough  to  any  Soldier,  excepting  the  Colonel,  or  other  command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Regiment  for  the  Time  being  ; and  all  Soldiers  that 
fhall  leave  the  Regiment  without  fuch  Furloughs,  fhall  be  deemed  Dc- 
ferters,  and  treated  accordingly. 

AND  be  it  farther  EnaSfed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Committee  ofWar  give  Direftions  unto  the  feveral  Officers,  which 
and  how  many  of  the  Men  already  inlifted,  they  fhall  refpedtively  com- 
mand : And  the  Officers  are  hereby  required  to  call  their  Men  toge- 
ther within  ten  Days  after  the  Riflng  of  this  Affembly,  and  to  take  Care 
that  they  are  in  Readinefs  to  embark  or  march  for  Albany  by  the 
twenty-fifth  Day  of  the  next  Month. 

AN  D be  it  farther  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Committee  of  War  fend  to  Albany  {ox  the  Ufe  of  the  Troops,  in  Addi- 
tion to  what  is  there  already,  Two  Hundred  and  Eighty-three  Shirts, 
Forty-one  Caps,  Four  Hundred  and  one  Pair  of  Stockings,  Two  Hun- 
dred and  Ninety-eight  Flannel  Jackets,  and  Seventy-two  Pair  of  Bree- 
che^  and  no  other  Cloathing,  except  fuch  as  the  Commiflary  lhall  ex- 
l^efllyfend  for,  by  and  with  the  Allowance  and  DireOion  of  the  Co- 


A N D for  the  more  effedluai  carrying  this  Adt  into  Execution,  Be  it 
Jarther  Enacted,  That  the  General  Treafury  fhall  be  fupplied  with  the 

SumofSixteenThoufandPoundsoftheBillsofercditcailedL^7^K/M>«rp- 

Thai 
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That  Twelve  Thou/and  Pounds  thereof  be  immediately  prioted  and 
figned  hy  the  Committee  who  figned  the  laft  Bills  of  the  uune  Tenor 
and  Form  with  thofe  that  were  emitted  in  October  laft:  And  that  the 
fame  be  paid  and  redeemed  t^hin  five  Years,  together  with  the  Intereft 
thereof  at  the  Rate  of  F/^vprrCr«r.p^r  by  a Rate  or  Tax  to 

be  aliens  and  levied  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony : And  that  in  the 
mean  Time,  the  General  Treafurcr  hire  what  Money  he  can ; not  ex- 
ceeding the  Sum  of  Four  Thoufand  Pounds  Lawful  Money , upon  the 
fame  Terms  he  was  direded  by  an  Ad  of  the  General  Aflcmbly,  made 
and  paft’d  the  laft  October : And  that  what  (hall  be  wanting  of  the  faid 
Four  Thoufand  Pounds,  at  the  Time  of  the  Twelve  Thouiand  being 
printed,  and  ftnifticd,  be  immediately  printed  and  iignedin  Manner  as  is 
abovefaid. 

AND  it  is  farther  Enacted,  That  the  Committee  of  War  colled 
all  the  King’s  Arms  that  were  iffued  to  the  Colony’s  Troops  laft  Year, 
which  can  be  found  in  the  Governmeut,  and  having  got  them  put  into 
proper  Repair,  fend  'cm  to  Albany,  according  to  General  AmherJC s Re- 
queft. 

AND  be  it  farther  Enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid,  Thai  the 
Surgeon  of  the  (^lony’s  Regiment,  lhall  be  fumi&ed  and  provided  with 
a proper  Cheft  of  Medicines,  and  be  aflifted  with  two  good  Mates 
during  the  Canmaign  : And  that  if  Canada  be  reduced  to  the  Obedi- 
ence of  his  Majeuy,  during  the  prel'ent  Campaign,  each  of  the  Soldiers 
in  the  Service  of  this  Colony,  lhall  be  entitled  to  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds 
Lawful  Money  on  his  Return,  agreeable  to  the  Promife  made  the 
Soldiers  laft  Year. 


An  ACT  for  dividing  the  Town  of  Providence. 

T/l/'hl  ERE  AS  a large  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of the  Wejlern  Part 
of  the  Town  of  Providence,  preferred  a Petition,  and  reprefented 
unto  this  AJj'embly,  that  there  are  within  the  Limits  of  the  faid  T rwn,  up- 
wards of  Four  Hundred  Freemen  > great  Part  of  whom  live  near  ten  Miles 
from  the  Place  where  the  Town-Meetings  art  ufually  holden,  and  the  pru- 
dential Affairs  of  faid  Town  tranfacted ; and  that,  -when  met,  they  are  very 
much  crowded,  to  the  great  Hindrance  of  Bufnefs  ; which  being  very  in- 
convenient, they  prayed  to  be  fet  off,  made,  and  erected  into  a diftinet 
Town  flip. 

On  Confideratin  whereof, 

IT  ENACTED  by  this  General  Affembly,  and  by  the 
^ Authority  of  the  fame.  It  is  Enacted,  That  the  faid  Town  of  Provi- 
dence be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  divided  into  two  diffinit  and  feparatc 
Towns  i and  that  the  Bounds  between  them  begin  on  the  Southern 
Bank  oiWanafquatucket  River,  due  Nprth  from  the  Eaftermoft  Part  of 
a certain  Hill  called  Solttary-Hill,  and  extend  due  South  from  the  faid 
Eaftermoft  Part  of  the  faid  Hill,  unto  the  Northern  Line  of  the  Town  of 
Cranjion ) thence  Wefterly  with  the  faid  Line,  until  it  meets  with  the 
Eaftern  Line  of  the  Town  of  Scituate  ■,  thence  Northwardly  with  faid 
Line,  until  it  meets  with  the  Southern  Line  of  the  Town  6f  Smithfeld  ; 

thence 
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Whereas  William  WalU  and  Henry  Wally  both  of  North-Kmgs- 
towny  preferred  a Petition,  and  rqjrefcnted  unto  this  Jlllembly,  That 
they  arc  almoft  utterly  ruined  by  the  late  Fire  in  Newporty  which  con- 
Ibm'd  great  Quantities  of  Merchandize  belonging  to  them.  That  many 
of  His  Majefty’s  Subjedt^  are  fond  and  defirous  of  aflifting  them,  and 
have  advifed  them  to  petition  the  General  AlTembly  for  a,  L|Otteiy<  that 
they  may  have  it  in  their  Power  to  affift  the  Petitioners  in  the  handfom- 
eft  Manner  they  can.  And  thereupon  the  faid  William  and  Henry 
prayed  this  AlTembly,  to  commiferate  their  calamitous  Circumftances, 
and  grant  them  a Lottery,  to  enable  them  to  raife  the  Sum  of  Four 
Thouiand  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  which  will  in  fome  Meafure  relieve 
them  : And  to  appoint  proper  Managers  or  Directors  thereof,  to  draw 
up  a fuitable  Scheme. 

See  in  general 

On  Confideration  whereof 


It  ii  Voted  and  Kejolved,  That  the  foregoing  Petition  be,  and  the 
fame  is  hereby  granted  t Provided  the  Diredtors  give  fuflicient  Bond  in 
double  the  Sum  of  the  Lottery  ; and  that  no  Charge  accrue 
to  the  Colony.  And  Daniel  Coggejhall,  Efq;  Capt.  Jofepb  Wanton 
(Son  of  Gideon)  Thomas  Cafey,  and  Gideon  Cornell^  Efqrs.  are  hereby 
appointed  Diredtors  of  the  Lottery.  And  it  is  further  Voted  and 
Rtfolvedy  That  the  faid  Diredtors  be  empowered  to  carry  on  the  faid 
Lottery  in  One  or  more  ClalTes. 


An  ACT,  for  raifiug  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-eight  able-bodied 
effedlive  Men,  to  recruit  His  Majefty’s  Regular  Regiments,  in  North- 
America. 


E REAS  Letters  have  been  received  by  tbit  Colony  from  the 
Right  Honorable  the  Earl  ^Egremont,  and  His  Excellency  Gene- 
ral Amherft,  requiring  this  Colony  to  raife  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
eight  effeSiive  Men,  for  recruiting  His  Majejly  s Regular  Regiments  now 
ferving  in  America.  And  His  Excellency  General  Amherft  bath  engaged 
in  Behalf  of  the  Crown,  to  pay  to  every  able-bodied  effeSlive  Man^  who 
Jhall  inlijl  into  faid  Service,  Five  Pounds  New-York  Currency,  as  a 
Bounty  ; and  aljb  Forty  Shillings  of  the  like  Money  to  the  Ojicers  that Jhall 
be  appointed  to  inlijl  faid  Men,  for  every  Man  that  Jhall  be  fo  inlijled. 
And  this  Ajfembly  being  ready  and  willing  to  do  every  "thing  in  their  Pow- 
er for  His  Majejlys  Service, 

DO  E N Act,  and  by  the  Authority  of  this  General  Ajfembly,  It 
is  Enabled,  That  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-eight  able-bodied  effedtive 
Men  be  forthwith  railed  in  this  Colony,  for  recruiting  His  Majefty’s  Re- 
gular Regiments  iu  North- America, 


And 


107.  R.  1. — General  Assembly,  South  Kingstown;  A & R Mar.  iy62; 
Act,  Mar.  25,  1762,  pp.  g2-p2 
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And  for  the  better  Encouragement,  of  Men  to  Inlift,  Be  it  further  E- 
na£led  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  every  able-bodied  efFedtive  Man, 
not  exceeding  the  Age  of  Forty  Years,  nor  under  the  Age  of  Eighteen 
Years,  who  fliall  inlift  into  this  Service,  and  fliall  be  received  as  fuch, 
by  the  Officer  to  be  fent  into  this  Colony,  by  His  Excellency  General 
Amherft  for  that  Purpofe,  fhall  be  paid  Five  Pounds  Lawful  Money  of 
this  Colony  as  a Bounty,  over  and  above  the  Five  Pounds  New-Tork 
Currency  allowed  by  the  Crown  j and  (hall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive 
the  fame  Billeting  as  is  allowed  to  the  Soldiers  inlifted  into  the  Provinci- 
al Regiment  railing  by  this  Colony,  from  the  Time  of  his  Inliftment, 
until  he  (hall  leave  the  Colony.  And furthery  his  Perfon,  Eftate,  and 
Bail  (if  any  he  hath)  (hall,  during  his  Continuance  in  the  Service,  be 
exempted  from  all  Arrefts  and  Executions,  and  he  (hall  be  releafed 
from  Confinement  for  any  Debt  not  exceeding  Twenty  Pounds  Lawful 
Money,  or  Old  Tenor  equivalent  thereto,  due  to  One  Perfon.  Which 
Men  lb  inlifted,  are  to  ferve  in  North-Americuy  during  the  War,  or 
until  the  Regular  Regiments  (hall  be  called  Home  ; and  are  to  receive 
fuch  Cloathing,  Billeting,  and  Wages,  as  His  Majefty’s  Regular  For- 
ces are  intitled  to  and  at  the  Expiration  of  the  Time  of  their  Service, 
they  are  to  be  difeharged,  and  brought  back  to  their  relpebkive  Homes. 

And  be  it  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  ajorefaid.  That  Col.  fohn 
JVhiting,  Major  Thomas  Burkett,  Capt.  fojhua  Brown,  Mr.  William 
Bradford,  and  Capt.  Tibbits  Hopkins,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appoint- 
ed to  inlift  the  aforefaid  Number  of  Men,  agreeable  to  this  Adi : And  that 
each  of  the  faid  Officers  (hall  be  allowed  and  paid  theFortyShillingsiVifw- 
Currency,  promifed  to  be  paid  by  the  Crown,  for  every  Man  he 
fhall  inlift  into  this  Service,  who  (hall  be  accepted  as  effedlive  by  the 
Officer,  who  (hall  be  appointed  by  His  Excellency  General  Amherf,  tp 
receive  faid  Men. 

And  be  it  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  whoever(hall 
difeourage  any  Perfon  from  inlifting  into  this  Service,  fhall  be  liable  to, 
and  fuffer  the  Penalties  by  Law  to  be  inflidled  on  fuch  Perfons  as  di(cou- 
rage  any  one  from  entering  into  the  Regiment  raifing  by  this 
Colony.  And  that  any  Perfon  who  (hall  encourage,  or  advife  any  Solr- 
dier  inlifted  into  this  Service  to  defert,  or  (hall  be  aiding  or  affifting  in 
fecreting  any  fuch  Deferter,  (hall  pay  as  a Fine  into  the  General  Trea- 
fury,  to  and  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Colony  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  Law- 
ful Money,  to  be  recovered  by  the  General  Treafurer,  in  an  Adlion  of 
the  Cafe,  in  any  Court  of  Record  in  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  any  able- 
bodied  effeftive  Man  who  hath  already  inlifted,  or  fhall  hereafter  inlift 
into  the  Regiment  raifing  by  this  Colony,  may  be  inlifted  as  One  of  the 
Men  by  this  Adi  ordered  to  be  raifed  : And  if  he  hath  not  received  the 
Bounty  for  inlifting  into  the  Regiment  raifing  by  this  Colony,  he  fhall 
be  intitled  to,  and  receive  the  Bounty  by  this  Adi  allowed  to  Perfons 
who  fhall  inlift  into  this  Service  j but  if  he  hath  received  the  faid  Boun- 
ty, he  (hall  be  entitled  only  to  the  Bounty  allowed  by  the  Crown. 

And  be  it  further  Bnadled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  if  any  of 
the  Officers  appointed  to  inlift  faid  Men,  fhall  refufe  to  undertake  faid 
Bufinels,  the  Governor  of  this  Colony  for  the  Time  being  (hall  ap- 
point proper  Perfons,  in  the  Room  of  fuch  as  ftiall  refufe. 
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within  this  Colony,  they  and  their  Eftates  {hall  be  likewife  free 
and  exempt  from  all  Writs  of  Summons,.  Arreft,  Attachment,  and 
Executions,  during  the  Sitting  of  fuch  Court  wherein  they  are 
chofen  to  ferve,  if  fuch  Jurors  are  not  difmifTed  before,  and  alfo 
Three  Days  before  the  Sitting  of  fuch  Court,  and  Three  Days 
after  they  (hall  be  legally  difmifTed  and  difeharged  from  faid 
Service,  which  are  allowed  for  their  coming  to  faid  Court,  and 
returning  Home  to  their  Habitations. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That 
all  and  every  Summons,  Writ,  Execution,  or  other  Procefs, 
which  fliall  be  ferved  upon  any  of  the  Perfons  aforefaid,  contrary 
to  this  Adt,  fhall  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no  Effedl  in  the 
Law.  See  also  original 
pp.  182,  183 


An  ACT,  regulating  the  Militia  in  this  Colony. 

E it  Enabled  by  the  Ge^ieral  AJJefnbly,  and  by  the  Authority 
thereof  it  is  Enabled,  That  all  male  Perfons,  who  have 
refidedfor  the  Space  of  Three  Months  in  this  Colony,  from  the 
Age  of  Sixteen  to  Fifty,  fhall  bear  Arms  in  the  refpedtive  train- 
ed Bands  whereto  by  Law  they  fliall  belong,  except  fuch  as  fhall 
be  excufed  by  complying  with  the  Regulations  of  a certain  Adt 
of  the  General  AfTembly,  entitled,  “ An  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
“ Perfons  of  tender  Confciences,  and  for  preventing  their  being 
“ burthened  w'ith  military  Duty  ” ; and  excepting  alfo  all  Perfons 
who  have  ferved  in  the  Place  of  General  Officers,  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  or  other  commiffioned  Officers, the  Minifters  or  Teachers 
of  each  Church  or  Congregation  in  the  Colony,  all  fworn  Prac- 
titioners in  the  Law,  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  Apothecaries,  School- 
mafters,  all  Perfons  appointed  to  work  the  Fire-Engines  in  this 
Colony,  one  Miller  to  each  Grift-Mill,  One  Ferryman  to  each 
ftated  Ferry,  One  Gaoler  to  each  Gaol  j and  all  thofe  who  have 
loft  an  Eye,  or  are  difabled  by  Lamenefs,  and  all  other  Perfons 
who  are  under  Oath  or  Engagement  to  any  Office. 


PROVIDED  always.  That  no  Perfon  fhall  be  excufed 
from  training  for  having  had  a Commiffion-Office  in  the  Mi- 
litia, unlefs  he  flaall  have  ferved  Five  Years  therein,  or  have  been 
difmifTed  therefrom  by  the  General  AfTembly. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That 
the  Governor  of  this  Colony,  for  die  Time  being,  fliall  be  Cap- 
tain 

592.  R.  I. — General  Assembly;  Charter  and  Laws,  S.  Hall,  iy6y;  Act, 
n.  d.,  {but  marginal  annotations  include  1718,  iyj6,  1740,  1744,  1745. 
H5L  1755,  H56,  1758),  PP-  179-190^ 
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Governor  to 
be  Captain- 
General,  and 
Deputy-Go- 
vernor to  be 
Lieutenant- 
General. 

Militia  diftin- 
guifhed  into 
Companies. 

Companies  in 
the  feveral 
Tov.'tis. 


tain  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  and  over  all  the  milita- 
ry Forces  within  this  Colony,  and  the  Deputy-Governor,  for  the 
Time  being,  fhall  be  Lieutenant  General  of  the  fame. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  for  the  better  ordering 
ahd  training  up  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  in  military  Dil- 
cipline,  the  feveral  Companies  of  trained  Bands  fltall  remain  in 
Stations,  Bounds,  Divifions,  and  Diftri^ts,  by  which  they  have 
been  divided,  diflinguilhed  and  known,  that  is  lo  fay,  Four  Com- 
panies in  Newport,  One  in  Providence,  Two  in  Portfmouth,  in- 
cluding that  Prudence,  Three  in  Warwick,  Two  in  Wejierly, 
One  in  New-Shorehani,  Three  in  North-King fo%vn.  Two  in 
South-King  flown.  Two  in  Ead-Grecnwich,  One  in  farnefiown. 
Three  in  Smithfield,  Four  in  Scituate,  Three  in  Gloucejier,  One  in 
Charle/iown,  Three  \n  We fi -Greenwich,  Two  in  Coventry,  Two  in 
Exeter,  One  in  Middletown,  One  in  Briflol,  Two  in  Tiverton,  One 
\w  Kittle -Compton,  Two  in  Warren,  Two  in  Cumberland,  Oi;c  in 
Richmond,  Three  in  Cranflon,  Two  in  Hopkinton,  One  in  Jokn- 
flon,  and  Two  in  North-Providence, 


The  Compa- 
nies in  each 
County  to 
make  a Regi- 
ment. 


Each  Regi- 
ment to  be 
guided  by  a 
Colonel, 
Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and 
Major. 

Each  Compa- 
ny to  be  gui- 
ded by  a Cap- 
tain, Lieute- 
nant and  En- 
%n. 


AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  the  feveral  Companies 
within  the  County  of  Newport  fhall  conftitute  and  make  One 
Regiment,  which  fhall  be  theFirfl:  or  eldeft;  the  Companies  with- 
in the  County  oiProvidence  fhall  make  another  Regiment,  which 
fliallbethe  Second  ■,  the  Companies  in  the  County  of  King’s- 
County  fhall  make  another  Regiment,  which  fhall  be  the  Third  ; 
the  Companies  in  the  County  of  Briflol  fliail  make  another  Re- 
giment, which  fhall  be  the  Fourth  ; and  the  Companies  in  the 
County  of  Kent  flaall  make  another  Regiment,  which  fhall  be 
the  Fifth  or  youngeft.  Each  of  which  Regiments  fhall  be  guid- 
ed,governed,and  led  by  One  Colonel, One  Lieutenant-Colonel.and 
OneMajor,  who  fhall  be  annually  chofen  for  each  Regiment  by  thcGe- 
neral  AfTembly,at  their  Sitting  on  theFirA  WednefdayinA/r^y : And 
that  each  Company  or  trained  Band  fhall  be  guided,  conduced, 
and  led  by  One  Captain,  One  Lieutenant,  and  One  Enfign,  who 
fhall  be  annually  elected  by  the  General  AfTembly  at  their  SefTion 
on  the  Firft  Wednefday  in  May.  Ail  which  military  Officers,  fo 
chofen  as  aforefaid,  ffiall  be  commiffioned  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Colony  for  the  Time  being,  under  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  : And 
ifany  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  or  other  commiffioned 
Officer  chofen  as  aforefaid,  fhall  refufe  to  ferve  in  fuch  Office,  to 
the  which  he  fhall  be  chofen,  or  ffiall  happen  todic,  thatthen  andin 
fuch  Cafesit  ffiall  and  may  be  lawful  fortheGovernor,  or,  inhis  Ab- 
fence,fortheDeputyGovernor,by  and  with  theConfentoftheGeneral 
Council,atanyTime  when  thcGencral  AfTembly  ffiall  notbefitting,to 
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choofe  and  appoint  fomanyotherOfficers  to feryeintheRoomSc  Stead 
of  fuch  as  fhall  refufe  or  die,  as  aforefaid,  until  the  Firft  Wednes- 
day of  next  enfuing  fuch'Choice  and  Appointment  ; the 
which  Officers  fo  chofen  and  appointed  (hall  be  commiffioned 
as  aforefaid. 


And  before  any  military  Officer  ffiall  enter  upon  the  Exe- 
cution of  his  Office,  he  ffiall  take  the  following  Oath,  to  wit : 

OU  A.  B.  being  by  the  General  Aflembly  of  His  Ma- 
“ A jedy’s  Colony  of  RhoJe-I/lanJ‘sind  Providence  Plantations 
“ chofen  and  eleiled  unto  the  Place  and  Office  of 
“ do  folemnly  fwear  true  Allegiance  unto  his  Majefty  King  ' 
“ GEORGE  the  Third,  His  Heirs  and  Succeffiors  to  bear,  and 
“ alfo  good  Fidelity  to  this  His  Majefty’s  Colony,  and  the  Au- 
“ thoritv  therein  eftabliffied,  according  to  our  Charter.  And 
“ you  do  alfo  further  engage,  well  and  truly  to  execute  the  Office 
“ of  to  which  you  are  eledled,  according  to  your 

“ Commiffion  • and  to  perform  and  obferve  all  the  Laws  made 
“ and  provided  for  the  Support  and  well  ordering  the  Militia, 

“ without  Partiality  ; and  that  you  will  obferve  and  follow  fuch 
“ Orders  and  Infti  udtions  as  you  ffiall  from  Time  to  Time  re- 
“ ceive  from  your  Superiors.  So  help  you  GOD,” 


A Is!  D be  it  further  EnaSfed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Captain,  Lieutenant,  and  Enngn  of  each  relpeffive  Company 
ffiall  nominate  and  appoint  a Clerk,  and  all  fuch  other  inferior 
Officers  as  ffiall  be  requifite  for  theManagement  of  their  refpedtive 
Companies  ; which  Clerk,  fo  chofen,  ffiall  be  under  Oath  for  the 
Performance  of  his  laid  Office,  to  be  adminiftred  by  the  Captain 
in  the  following  Form. 


CommiflioB 
Officers  of 
each  Compa- 
ny to  choofe  a 
Clerk. 


“ '^CTOU  A jB.  do  folemnly  fwear  well  and  truly  to  perform 
“ X execute  the  Office  of  Clerk  of  the  Company  or 

“ trained  Band  under  the  Command  of  C.  D.  to  the  utmoft  of 
your  Skill  and  Ability,  without  Partiality,  according  to  the 
“ Laws  of  this  Colony,  which  relate  to  your  Office. 

“ So  help  you  GOD.” 


Oath  of  the 
Clerk. 


A N D be  it  further  EnaBed,  That  whoever  ffiall  be  ap- 
pointed  Clerk,  as  aforefaid,  and  ffiall  refufe  to  ferve,  unlefs  he  ferve."^ 
make  fome  reafonable  Excufe,  ffiall  be  fined  the  Sum  of  Forty 
Shillings  for  fuch  Retufal,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Town-Trea- 
furer  at  a Court  of  Juffices  or  Wardens  in  the  Town  where  fuch 
Clerk,  fo  chofen  and  refufing,  ffiall  dwell,  by  an  Adion  of  Debt ; 

X X which 
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Accoutre- 

tnencs. 


Fine  for  De- 
fe£i  therein.  ' 


Captain  to 
call  his  Com- 
pany Twice  a 
Year  to  train. 

HowtheCom- 
pany  mud  be 
warned. 


Companies  in 
Ne’wport  to  be 
warned  by 
Beat  of  Drum. 

Soldiers  to 
obey  their 
Officers,  or  be 
liable  to  Pu- 
niihment. 


Soldiers  Fine 
for  Non-Ap- 
pearance. 


which  Court  fliall  be  Judges  of  the  Reafonablenefs  of  the  Ex- 
cufe,  and  another  Cierkfliall  be  chofen  in  his  Stead.  And  the 
Dete.'-mi nation  of  each  Court  in  this  Behalf  fhall  be  final. 

A N D be  it  further  EnaBedby  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
every  cnlifted  Soldier  of  the  faid  Militia,  flaall  be  always  pro- 
vided with  One  good  Mulket  or  Fuzee,  the  Barrel  whereof  not 
to  be  lefs  than  Three  Feet  and  an  Half  in  Length,  to  the  Satif- 
faiffion  of  the  Commiflion  Officers,  alfo  One  Pound  of  good  Gun- 
Powder,  Thirty  Bullets  fit  for  his  Gun,  Six  good  Flints,  One 
good  Sword  or  Bayonet,  a Cartouch  Box,  ready  filled  with  Car- 
tridges of  Pfiwder  and  Ball,  under  the  Penalty  of  Four  Pence  for 
each  Article  of  Accoutrement  aforelaid  which  he  ffiall  be  de- 
ficient in,  for  every  Time  he  fliall  be  unprovided  therewith,  to  be 
levied  in  Manner  hereafter  in  this  Adi  diredtcd. 

AND  be  it  further  E?iacied,  That  the  Captain  of  each  re- 
fpedlive  Company  or  Trained  Band,  or  in  his  Abfence  the  n^'xt 
Superior  Officer,  flaall  warn  and  call  together  the  Company  under 
his  Command,  andexercile  them  in  martial  Difdpline.Two  Days 
in  each  Year,  at  fuch  Times  and  Places  within  his  Town,  as  he 
fhall  fee  fit : Which  warning  fhall  be  by  a Warrant  under  his 
Hand  and  Seal,  diredled  to  the  Corporals  of  the  Company,  or 
either  of  them,  requiring  them  therein  in  his  Majefly’s  Name  to 
notify  the  faid  Company  to  appear  at  the  Time  and  Place  of 
meeting,  appointed  in  fuch  Warrant,  compleatiy  accoutred  ac- 
cording to  Law  : And  that  fuch  Warrant  lliall  be  iffued  at  leafl 
Twenty  Days  before  each  training  Day  ; and  each  enlifted  Sol- 
dier be  warned  at  leafl  Five  Days  before  the  Day  of  training. 

PROVIDED  iieverthelefs.  That  in  the  Town  of  Newport 
the  Captain  of  each  Company  may  direct  his  Warrant  to  the 
Clerk,  or  One  of  his  Sergeants, lor  warninj^  his  Company  to  train, 
by  BeatofDrum,  as  hath  been  heretofore  ui'ual. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
if  any  enlifted  Soldier  fhall,  upon  training  or  muder  Days,  refufe 
to  obey  his  fuperior  Officers,  or  otherwife  mifbehave  himfelf, 
then  it  fhall  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Captain  and  other  com- 
miffioncd  Officers  of  the  Company  to  puniffi  inch  OlTender,  by 
laying  him  Neck  and  Heels,  or  letting  him  on  the  Wooden- 
Horle,  or  fining  him  at  Difcretion,  not  exceeding  Five  Shillings. 


AN  D be  it  further  Enabled,  That  every  enlified  Perfon  who 
fhall  refufe  or  negledl  to  make  his  perfonal  Appearance,  accou- 
tred 
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tred  as  aforefaid,.  on  fuch  training  Days,  as  he  fliall  be  legally 
warned  to,  fliall  for  every  fuch  Default  pay  a Fine  of  Three  Shil- 
lings, to  be  levied  and  appropriated  in  Manner  hereafter  directed. 

AN  D be  it  further  E?taBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
within  One  Month  after  each  training  Day,  the  Captain  fliall 
grant  forth  his  Warrant,  direded  to  the  Clerk,  (returnable  to 
himfelf  in  Three  Months)  to  colled:  the  Fines  which  have  ac- 
crued, for  Deficiency  in  Accoutrements,  Difobedience  or  Mifbe- 
haviour,  Negled  or  Refufal  to  appear  at  Trainings  as  aforefaid, and 
fend  a Copy  of  fuch  Warrant  with  a Lift  of  Delinquents  to  the 
Town-Treafurer.  And  the  faidClerk  having  fuch  Warrant  fliall 
take  and  diftrain  fufficient  of  the  perfonal  Eftate  of  the  Delin- 
quent, if  to  be  found,  to  fatisfy  and  pay  his  Fine  or  Fines,  hav- 
ing firft  required  him  to  pay  the  fame,  (if  to  be  found)  with  his 
Fee,  to  wi't,  the  Sum  of  Four  Pence  for  diftraining  : And  for 
Want  of  fufficient  Eftate,  Goods  and  Chattels  of  any  Delinquent, 
to  fatisfy  and  pay  as  aforefaid,  that  then  the  faid  Clerk  fhall  com- 
mit him  to  His  Majefty’s  Gaol  in  the  County,  there  to  remain 
until  fuch  Fine  or  Fines  be  paid.  And  in  Cafe  fuch  Delinquent 
be  under  the  Age  of  Twenty-one  Years,  the  Clerk  fliall  make 
Diftrefs  upon  the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  the  Parents  or  Mafters 
of  fuch  Delinquent  Perfons,  and  for  Want  of  fuch  Goods  and 
Chattels,  to  commit  fuch  Delinquent  to  Gaol  as  aforefaid  j any 
Thing  in  this  A<ft  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  that  all  Goods  taken  by  Diftraint  fliall  be  immediately 
advertifed  for  Sale,  and  if  not  redeemed  in  Ten  Days,  fliall  be  fold 
by  fuch  Clerk  at  public  Vendue,  to  pay  fuch  Fine  or  Fines  ; and 
if  any  Overplus  fliall  remain  (the  Fees  for  colledting  and  diftrain- 
ing being  firft  deducted)  it  fliall  be  returned  to  theOwner,and  ifre- 
fufed  by  him,  he  fliall  have  Credit  for  it  towards  his  next  Fine  or 
Fines,  and  it  fliall  be  lodged  in  the  Town-Treafury.  And  the 
faid  Fine  or  Fines,  together  with  all  other  Fines  by  him  colledled, 
fhall  be  paid  by  the  Clerk  into  the  Town-Treafury  of  each  re- 
Ipedlive  Town  (after  deduding  therefrom  Twenty-five  per  Cent. 
which  is  hereby  allowed  to  fuch  Clerk  for  colleding,  together  with 
his  Fee  for  Diftraining)  to  purchafe  Arms  and  Ammunition  with, 
at  the  Diredion  of  the  Field-Officers,  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Town 
to  be  ufed  by  fuch  Soldiers  as  are  not  able  to  provide  forthemfelves, 
after  all  military  Accoutrements  to  be  provided  for  the  Company 
are  purchafcd,  and  the  Charges  of  warning  the  Company  are  paid 
thereout. 


PROVIDED 


Fines  how  to 
be  colleAed. 


Fines  to  be 
paid  into  the 
Town-Trea- 
fury. 


How  Fines  arc 
to  be  appro- 
priated. 
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Penalty  of  a 
Clerk’s  relu- 
fing  to  obey 
the  Warrant! 
of  hisCaptain, 

and  for  not 
paying  in  of 
Fines  collec- 
ted. 


Captains  neg- 
lefting  to  call 
their  Compa- 
nies to  pav 
30/.  per  Day. 


Commiffion 
Officers  not 
appearing, 
their  Fine. 


Perfons  ex- 
empted from 
training  to  be 
provided  with 
Arms,  l^c. 

Examination 
of  Arms,  i^c. 
to  be  made 
Twice  a Year, 


PROVIDED  neverthelefs,  and  it  is  hereby  Enabled,  That 
a Dinner  be  allowed  to  the  non-commiflioned  Officers  of  each 
Company  in  Neivport  out  of  the  Fines,  at  the  Difcretion 
of  the  Captain,  And  provided  further.  That  it  ffiall  be 
in  the  Power  of  the  Captain,  or  in  his  Abfence  the  next  fuperior 
Officer,  to  remit  anyTuch  Fines,  or  any  Part  thereof,  for  Negleft 
of  Duty  which  may  happen  through  Poverty,  or  on  any  other 
reafonable  Excufe. 

A N D be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  ajcrefaid,  Tiiat 
every  Clerk  w'ho  ffiall  refufe  to  execute  the  Warrant  o'^  his  Cap- 
tain, for  colledting  and  diftraining  of  Fines, after  he  is  fworn,  ffiall 
be  fined  Six  Pounds  for  every  fuch  Refufal,  to  be  recovered  and 
appropriated  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Fine  of  the  Clerk  is  di- 
rcdled  to  be  for  Refufal  to  ferve  after  being  appointed.  And  aifo 
if  the  Clerk,  after  having  levied  any  Fine  or  Fines,  fiaal!  neglcdlor 
refufe  to  pay  the  fame  into  the  Town-Treafury,  that  luch  Cleik 
ffiall' be  fued  for  the  fame  by  the  Town-Treafurer,  at  the  Infe- 
rior Court  in  the  County  where  the  Negledl  or  Refufal  ffiall  hap- 
pen, if  above  Forty  Shillings,  otherwife  at  a Juftices  Court. 

AN  D be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
if  any  Captain,  or  in  his  Abfence  the  next  fuperior  Officer,  ffiall 
negledt  to  call  his  Company  together  according  to  Law,  he  ffiall 
pay  as  a Fine  the  Sum  of  Thirty  Shillings  per  Day  ; and  that  if 
any  commiffionedOfficer  ffiall  not  appearontrainingDays,he  ffiall 
be  fined  the  Sum  of  Thirty  Shillings  per  Day,  and  that  if  any 
Sergeant,  Corporal  or  Clerk  neglect  to  appear,  they  ffiall  pay  as  a 
Fine  the  Sum  of  Four  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  each  per  Day  ; 
and  if  any  inferior  Officer  of  One  Band  fiiall  refufe  to  obey  the 
Warrant  of  his  fuperior  Officer  to  him  diredfed,  he  ffiall  pay  as  a 
Fine  the  Sum  of  Seven  Shillings  and  Six  Pence,  for  everyOffence  : 
All  which  Fines  ffiallbepaid  into  the  Town-Treafury  of  the  Town 
where  fuch  Fines  ffiall  accrue,  and  on  Negledt  or  Refufal  to  pay 
the  fame,  the  Town-Treafurer  is  hereby  empowered  to  fue 
therefor,and  for  all  other  delinquent  Fines  of  Commiffion  or  Non- 
Cpmmiffion  Officers. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
all  fuch  Perfons  as  are  by  this  Adt  excufed  from  training,  ffiall, 
notwithftanding,  be  provided  with  the  fame  Arms,  Ammunition, 
as  by  this  Adi  is  required  of  fuch  as  are  obliged  to  train.  And 
that  Twice  in  every  Year,  namely,  on  the  Third  Monday  in  Oblo- 
ber,  and  laft  Monday  in  April,  if  fair  Weather,  and  if  not  on  the 
next  fair  Day,  there  ffiall  be  an  Examination  and  Survey  made, 

whether 
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whether  fuch  Perfons  are  provided  as  by  this  Adt  is  retjuired  j and 
all  fuch  Perfons  as  (hall  be  found  unprovided,  (hall  pay  a Fine 
Four  Pence  for  each  Article  of  Accoutrement  they  (hall  be  de- 
ficient in,  to  be  levied  and  appropriated  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
the  Fines  of  enlifted  Soldiers  are  herein  diredled. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaidy  That 
upon  any  Alarm  in  Time  of  War  or  other  imminent  Danger  of 
any  AlTaultor  Invafion,  all  male  Per(bns,  both  enlifted  Soldiers  Alarms and 
and  others  in  this  Colony,  of  and  between  the  Ages  of  Sixteen  how  accou- 
Years  and  Sixty,  ftjall  upon  Notice  of  the  lame  forthwith  repair 
to  the  Colours  and  Enfigns  of  (uch  Company,  within  whofe  Pre- 
cindts  they  inhabit  or  dwell,  provided  with  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
tion required  of  trained  Soldiers  upon  training  Days ; and  in  Ca(e 
fuch  Perfons  (hall  not  appear  duly  accoutred,  fuch  Defaulters 
(hall  each  pay  as  a Fine  the  Sum  of  Twelve  Shillings Day,  to 
be  levied  by  Diftrds  and  Sale  of  his  Goods,  to  be  appropriated  as 
in  other  C^es  : And  if  any  Commiflion-Officer  (hall  negledl  to 
appear,  he  (hall  pay  a Fine  of  Three  Pounds  per  Day,  and  if  a 
Sergeant,  Corpotal,  or  Clerk,  Fifteen  Shillings  each  per  Day,  to  be 
recovered  by  the  Town-Treafurer  as  aforefaid. 

A ND  be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaidy  That 
it  (hall  and  may  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Governor,  and  Deputy- 
Governor,  for  the  Time  being,  or  either  of  them,  to  a(Temble  and 
call  together  each  of  the  Regiments  of  the  Militia  in  this  Colony, 
or  any  Part  of  them, or  either  of  them,at  any  Time  they  (hall  think 
needful.  And  if  any  enlifted  Soldier,being  duly  warned  to  appear 
at  any  fuch  Time  as  (hall  be  appointed, (hall  negledl  the  fame,  he 
(hall  pay  Six  Shillings Day  as  a Fine,  to  be  levied  by  Diftrefs, 
and  appropriated  as  aforefaid. 

AN  D be  it  Jurther  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
all  Perfons  making  folemn  Engagement  before  the  Governor,  or  Perfonsoften- 
any  Magiftrate,in  the  refpedlive  Counties  where  an  Alarm  is  made,  der  Confeien- 
that  it  is  againft  their  Cortfcience  to  bear  Arms  at  all,  (hall  on  an 
Alarm  appear  at  the  Governor’s  or  Magiftrate’s  as  aforefaid,either  wUhoutArmi. 
with  Horfes,  (though  without  Arms)  to  be  employ.ed  as  Scouts, 

Me(Tengers,  Watches,  &c,ov  elfe  if  they  appear  on  Foot,  they 
(hall  be  divided  into  Companies,  and  obey  the  Governor’s  or  Ma- 
giftrate’s Orders  about  removing  Women  and  Children,  or  the 
Sick,  out  of  immediate  Danger,  or  to  watch  againft,  or  to  extin- 
guifh  Fires  that  may  be  kindled  at  fuch  Times  by  Defign  or  Acci- 
dent ; and  to  do  any  other  Duty,  confiftent  with  their  religious 
Principles  : And  any  Perlbn,  not  appearing  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be 

Y y obliged 
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On  Alarms 
no  Perfons  to 
go  out  of 
Town  with- 
out Leave. 


On  any  Inva- 
fion  Captains 
to  mufter  their 
Companies, 
and  march  to 
the  AlTihance 
of  the  Place 
attacked. 


Men  to  be  fent 
to  Fort  George. 


Captain  neg- 
lefting  to  ■ 
granthisWar- 
rant  forFines, 
to  be  fined,^.6 


Colonels  to 
call  their  Re- 
giments to  a 
general  Muf- 
ter once  in 
Five  Years. 


obliged  to  pay  the  Sum  of  Twelve  Shillings  for  each  Day’s  Neg- 
ledl,  to  be  levied  and  appropriated  in  Manner  as  aforefaid. 

AN  T)  be  It  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.,  That 
after  an  Alarm  is  beaten  in  any  Town  in  this  Colony,  no  Man 
vyhofbever  lhall  leave  or  go  out  of  luch  Town  fo  alarmed,  but  by 
Leave  or  Order  from  the  commanding  Officer  there,  upon  the 
Penalty  of  paying  to  and  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Colony,  the  Sum  of 
Twelve  Pounds ; to  be  recovered  by  the  General  Treaffirer,  by 
Adlion  of  Debt,  Bill,  Plaint,  or  Information,  in  any  Court  of  Re- 
cord within  this  Colony  ; and  in  Cafe  any  Perfon  ffiall  not  have 
fufficient  Eftate  to  pay  the  fame,  then  fuch  Perfon  ffiall  be  com- 
mitted to  Gaol  in  the  County  wherein  he  ffiall  be  convidted,  and 
there  continue  for  the  Space  of  Six  Months,  or  elfe  ffiall  be  fent  to 
the  Fort,  there  to  ferve  the  Colony  as  a Soldier  the  Space  of  Six 
Months,  which  ffiall  be  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  War. 

A N D be  it  further  Enadled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
on  the  Enemies  landing  in, or  adfually  attacking  anvTownin  this 
Colony,  upon  the  firft  Notice  thereof,  the  Captaitis  of  each  re- 
fpedive  Cornpany  in  the  Colony,  or,  in  their  Abfence,  the  other 
Commiffion-Officers  of  the  Companies,  ffiall  mufter  their  re- 
fpcdtive  Companies,  in  prder  to  march  to  the  Affiftance  of  the 
Town  attacked  as  aforefaid,  at  the  Command  of  the  fuperior  Officer. 
And  that  upon  any  fuch  Attack  upon  the  Town  of  Newport,  the 
Governor,  Deputy-Governor,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  for  the 
Time  being,  ffiall  order  or  command  fuch  a Number  of  Seamen 
and  others,  as  he  ffiall  think  proper,  to  go  over  to  Fort  George, 
in  order  to  join  the  Company  that  belongs  to  the  Fort  3 which 
Men,  fofent  over,  ffiall  be  fubjedl  to  the  Command  of  the  Captain 
and  other  Officers  of  the  Fort,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Com- 
pany belonging  thereto  are. 

AND  be  it  further  Enadied,  That  if  any  Captain,  or  in  his 
Abfence  the  next  fuperior  Officer,  ffiall  negledl  to  grant  forth  his 
Warrant  to  the  Clerk  for  collecting  theFines  according  to  the  Re- 
gulations herein  contained,  he  ffiall  pay  as  a Fine  the  Sum  of  Six 
Pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Town-Treafurer  by  an  ACtion  of 
Debt  at  the  Inferior  Court. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Colonel  of  each  of  the  Regiments  in  this  Colony  ffiall,  by  and 
with  the  Advice  or  Order  of  the  Captain-General  or  Lieutenant- 
General,  call  together  the  Regiment  under  his  Command,  to  a 

general 
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general  Matter,  to  review  and  exercife  the  fame  Once  in  Five 
Years,  and  not  oftner : And  the  Commiflion  ^nd  other  inferior 
Officers  and  privateCentinels  of  each  refpediveCompany  are  here- 
by commanded  and  required  to  yield  the  like  Obedience  to  their 
Field-Officers,  upon  a general  Mutter,  or  upon  any  other  train- 
ing or  Mutter-Day,  as  Privates  are  required  to  yield  to  their  other 
Commiffion-Officers,  upon  the  Pain  of  incurring  the  like  Pe- 
nalties and  Forfeitures. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  bjf  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
tbeOfficers  of  the  feveral  Troops  of  Horfe  ffiall  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Aflembly  as  heretofore,  and  be  fworn  and  commiffioned 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Officers  in  the  Foot  Companies : And 
that  every  Trooper  fhall  be  always  provided  with  One  good  fer- 
-viceable  Horfe  of  Fourteen  Hands  high.  One  good  Saddle,  Bitt- 
Bridle,  Breaft-Plate  and  Crupper,  Hulfteis,  a Pair  of  good  Pittols, 
One  Carbine,  One  Sword,  One  Pound  of  Gunpowder,  Thir- 
ty fizeable  Bullets,  Twelve  good  Flints,  One  good  Pair  of  Boots 
and  Spurs  ; upon  the  Penalty  of  One  Shilling  and  Sixpence  for 
every  Default  in  each  Article  of  Accoutrement. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Captain,  or  in  his  Abfence  the  next  fuperior  Officer,  fhall 
warn  theTroop  under  his  Command  to  mutter  Two  feveral  Days 
in  every  Year  at  his  own  Appointment,  in  like  Manner  as  the 
Foot-Companies  are  to  be  warned  ; and  every  Trooper  who  fhall 
not  appear  after  legal  Warning,  fhall  pay  as  a Fine  Six  Shillings, 
to  be  levied  by  Dittrefs  and  Sale  of  his  Goods,  and  be  appropria- 
ted as  in  other  Cafes.  And  if  a Commiffion-Officer  fliall  not 
appear  at  fuch  Mutter,  he  fhall  pay  a Fine  of  Thirty  Shillings, 
to  be  recovered  by  theTown-Treafurer  before  aCourt  ofjuttices. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
if  the  Captain,  or  in  his  Abfence  the  next  commanding  Officer, 
fhall  negledt  to  mutter  and  exercife  his  Troop  Two  feveral  Days 
in  the  Year,  he  fhall  be  under  the  like  Fines  as  the  Commiffion- 
Officers  in  the  Foot-Companies  in  the  like  Cafe  are,  to  be  reco- 
vered and  difpofed  of,in  the  like  Manner.' 

AN  D be  it  further  EnaBed,  ThattheCommiffion-Offieers.of 
each  Troop  fhall  have  the  fame  Power  to  punifh  or,,  fine  fuch 
Troopers  as  fhall  refufe  to  obey  their  Commands  on  their  . Muf- 
ter-Days,  or  fhall  ©therwife  milhehave  themfelves,  as  the  Captains 
ofthe  Foot-Companies  have ; and  that  theClerJc  ofeachTrQop.fhall 
pay  a Fine  of  Six  Pounds  for  negled:ing  or  refufing  to.obferve  fuch 
Warrant,  as  from  his  fuperior  Officers  fhall  be  to  him  dire»3ted. 

AND 
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Form  of  a Co- 
lonel’s Com- 
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Council  of 
War. 


Their  Power. 


AND  be  it  further  Enadled,  That  the  following  Ihall  be  the 
Form  of  a Commiflion  for  a Colonel. 

“ By  the  Honorable  A.  B.  Efq;  Governor,  Captain-General  and 
“ Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  the  Englijh  Colony  of 
“ Rhode-JJland  and  Providence-Plantations,  in  New-England, 
“ in  America. 

“ To  C.  D.  Efq;  Greeting. 

YOtJ  C.  D.  being  by  the  General  Aflembly  of  this  Colo- 
ny eledled  and  chofen  unto  the  Poft  and  Office  of  Co- 
“ lonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony, 

“ are  hereby  in  His  Majefty’s  Name  GEORGE  the  Third,  by 
“ the  Grace  of  GOD,  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
“ King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Cff.  authorized,  empowered 
“ and  commiffioned  to  exercife  the  Office  of  Colonel  of  the  faid 
“ Regiment,  and  to  command,  guide  and  condu<5l  the  fame,  or 
“ any  particular  Company  or  Companies  thereof ; and  in  Cafe 
“ of  any  Invafion  or  Affiault  of  a common  Enemy,  to  infeft  and 
“ difturb  thefe  His  Majefty’s  Plantations,  you  are  to  alarrh  and  ga- 
ther  together  the  Regiment  under  your  Command,  or  any  Part 
“ thereof,  as  you  (hall  deem  fufficient,  and  with  them,  to  the 
“ utmoft  of  your  Skill  and  Ability,  you  are  to  refid,  expel,  kill 
“ and  deftroy  the  fame,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Intereft  of  His 
“ Majefty,  and  His  good  Subjects  in  thefe  Parts.  You  are  alfo  to 
“ follow  fuch  further  Inftrudions  and  Diredions  as  ffiall  from 
“ Time  to  Time  be  further  given  forth,  either  from  the  General 
“ Affiembly,  the  Governor  and  General  Council,  and  other  your 
“ fuperior  Officers : And  for  your  fo  doing,  this  Commiffion  fhall 
“ be  your  fufficient  Warrant  and  Difcharge.”^ 

And  the  like  Form  of  Commiffion  ffiall  ferve  for  all  other  Com- 
miffion-Officers,  mutatis  mutandis. 

AN D be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  ajorefaid.  That 
the  Governor,  and  as  many  of  the  Members  of  the  General  Coun- 
cil as  ffiall  be  prefent,  with  the  Field-Officers,  and  Captains  of  each 
Company,  and  the  Lieutenants  in  the  Affifence  of  the  Captains, 
and  no  others,  ffiall  be  and  conftitute  a Council  of  War,  who  may 
appoint  fuch  other  Days  as  may  be  neceffiary  to  difeipline  the  Mi- 
litia, and  make  them  expert  in  the  Ufe  of  their  Arms,  over  and 
above  the  Two  training  Days  aforefaid  ; and  every  Officer  and 
Soldier  negleding  to  give  his  Attendance  and  to  do  his  Duty, 
ffiall  pay  a Fine  of  Three  Shillings,  to  be  recovered  and  appro- 
priated as  other  Fines  are  by  this  Ad. 

AND 
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AN  T)  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
for  fecuring  this  Colony,  and  the  Navigation  thereof,  againfl:  Pri- 
vate's in  Time  of  War,  and  Pirates  in  Time  of  Peace,  the  Go- 
vernor, for  the  Time  being  or  in  his  Abfence,  or  by  his  Leave  and 
Permiffion,  the  Deputy-Governor,  fhall  and  may,  in  Time  of 
War,  or  on  any  other  emei  gent  Occafions,  take  up  and  imprefs 
any  Ship  or  Ships,  or  other  VeiTel  or  Veffds,  as  he  fhall  deem 
needful  to  repel  and  take  any  Privateer  or  Privateers  that  fhall 
infe/f  this  Colony,  and  to  empower  and  commifli  n fuch  Perfon 
or  Perfons  as  he  (hall  deem  andjudge  to  be  loyal,  courageous,  and 
capable  of  commanding  iuch  Ship  or  Ships,  or  other  Velfels,  to 
proceed  on  a Cruize  for  the  Purpofe  aforelaid,  for  fuch  Time  as 
fhall  be  thought  neceffary  ■,  and  to  equip  and  fit  the  fame  for 
the  Sea,  with  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Pruvifions,  and  luch  other 
neceffary  Stores  as  fhall  be  requifite,  out  of  the  Colony’s  Maga- 
zine, if  fufficient  there  be  ; otherwife  to  feize  and  imprefs  fuch 
Stores  and  Ammunition  as  fliall  ferve  for  the  fame  : And  alfo  to 
inlift,  or  imprefs  fuch  and  fo  many  Seamen,  and  others,  as  fhall 
be  neceffary  to  man  out  fuch  Veffels  as  fhall  be  taken  up  or  im- 
preffed  as  aforefaid  : And  for  the  Encouragement  of  Seamen  and 

others  to  enlift  themfelves  voluntarily  on  fuch  Occafions,  Be  it 

^ * 

further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  all  Ships  or  other 
Veffels  that  flaall  be  taken  from  the  Enemy  during  fuch  Cruize, 
together  with  their  Loading  and  Appurtenances,  fliall  be  and  re- 
main to  the  Caprors,  His  Majefty’s  Dues,  and  the  Charges  of  the 
Outfet  only  excepted  : And  in  Cafe  that  nothing  fliall  be  taken 
from  the  Enemy  during  fuch  Cruize,  the  Charge  thereof  fhall  be 
borne  by  the  Colony. 


Governor’s 
Power  to  pro- 
teft  the  Colo- 
ny by  Sea  : 

To  imprefs 
Ships,  Stores, 
Ammunition, 
and  Men. 


Prizes  to  be 
divided 
among  the 
Captors,  after 
the  King’s 
D ucs  and  the 
Coll  of  the 
Outfet  are  de- 
dufled. 


A N D be  it  further  Enabled,  That  One  Field-Officer,  with  Who  (hall 
the  Commiffion  Officers  of  each  Company,  are  appointed  a Court-  co"u^r't''Mar*ti- 
Martial,  to  punifh  or  fine  any  Soldier  under  Arms, for  anyOffence,  ai. 
agreeable  to  the  Nature  and  Circumftances  thereof : And  in  Cafe 
of  the  Abfence  of  theField-Officers,  the  Captain  and  other  Com- 
miffion Officers  of  each  Company  in  the  feveral  Regiments  in 
this  Colony,  fhall  have  the  fame  Power  to  hold  a Court,  and  cor- 
porally to  punifh  or  fine  any  Offender  in  fuch  Company  as  fully 
as  if  a Field-Officer  was  prefent. 


P RO  V 1 D ED  always.  That  nothing  in  this  A6t  contained  Independent 
fhall  extend,or  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  take  away  or  diminifh  any 
of  the  Liberties,  Privileges,  or  Immunities  of  any  independent  or  jgges  fecured. 
Artillery-Company  or  Companies  eftablifhed  by  Law  in  this  Co- 
lony ; but  that  the  fame,  according  to  their  Eftablifhment,  be 
preferved  to  them  entire,  any  Thing  herein  before  contained  to  the 
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contrary  not  with  (landing  : And  that  the  independent  Company 
in  Newport  (hall  in  Time  of  an  Alarm  be  under  the  Diredtion  of 
the  Field-Officers  in  the  County  of  Newport. 


1734- 

1738* 


Per  Tons  erefl- 
ing  Mills  to 
make  fuitable 
Ponds. 


Remedy  for 
Perfons  in- 
jured by 
fuch  Ponds. 


A Jury  to  af- 
certain  the 
yearly  Dama- 
ges : 


And  no  Afli- 
on  to  be  bro’t 
for  any  other 
Damages  than 
for  yearly 
Damages  fo 
alTelTed. 


An  A C T for  regulating  Water-Mills. 

7)E  it  EtmSled  by.  the  General  Ajfembly,  and  by  the  Authority 
thereof  it  is  EnaSledy  That  where  any  Peifon  or  Perl’ons 
have  already,  or  (hall  hereafter  fet  up  any  Water  Mill  or  Mills 
upon  his  or  their  own  Lands  ; or  upon  any  other  Lands,  vHth  the 
Conlent  of  the  Proprietors  thereof,  that  then  the  Owner  or  Owners 
of  fuch  Mill  or  Mills  (hall  have  free  Liberty  to  continue  and 
improve  the  Pond  or  Ponds  in  fuch  Land  for  their  beft  Advantage, 
without  any  Molefiation. 

And  if  the  Lands  of  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  fhall  be  injured  by 
being  overflowed  by  the  Owner’s  or  Occupant’s  of  fuch  Mill 
(lopping  or  railing  the  Water,  that  in  every  fuch  Cafe,  the  Party  fo 
aggrieved  may  make  Application  for  Relief  to  the  Court  f Ge- 
neral Selfions  of  the  Peace,  in  the  County  where  fuch  Mills  or 
Ponds  are  ; which  Court  is  hereby  empowered  to  iffue  out  a 
Warrant,  diredled  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  faid  County,  to  fummon 
and  impannel  a Jury  of  Twelve  or  more  good  and  lawful  Men, 
at  the  Coft  and  Charge  of  the  Ow'ner  and  Owners  of  fuch  Mill  or 
Mills  : And  the  faid  Jury  (hall  be  fworn  by  a JufUce  of  the 
Peace,  to  a faithful  and  indifferent  Appraifal  of  the  yearly  Da- 
mage done  to  the  Lands  of  the  Perfon  complaining  as  atorefaid. 

And  the  Jurors  Vcrdidl  being  returned  by  the  Hand  of  the 
Sheriff  to  the  next  Court  of  Seffions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
where  fuch  Mill  or  Pond  is,  and  being  allowed  and  recorded, 
fhall  be  a fufficient  Bar  againft  any  Adion  to  be  brought  for  any 
Damages  occafioned  by  the  flowing  of  fuch  Lands  as  aforefaid, 
(not  exceeding  fix  Acres,  in  any  other  Men’s  Lands  ;)  fave  only 
an  Adion  of  Debt  which  the  Complainant  may  bring  for  the 
Recovery  of  fuch  yearly  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  from  the  Own- 
er or  Occupant  of  fuch  Mill,  alfeffed  as  aforefaid,  during  the 
Time  of  (uch  flowing  But  if  the  Jury  find  no  Damage  for  the 
Complainant,  then  he  or  they  (hall  be  at  the  Coft  of  the  Jury, 
to  be  allowed  by  the  Juftices  of  faid  Court. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
where  any  Perfons  have  or  (hall  ered  or  build  any  Mill  or  Mills 

in 
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An  ACT  for  appointing  a Major-(j2ke- 
poiaud.  ral  of  the  Forccs  of  this  Colony,  an- 


nually. 


See  also  original 
p.  151 


JD  E it  EnaSied  by  this  General  and  by  the 

^ Authority  aforefaid.  It  is  Enabled,  1 hat  a IVlajof- 
Gcneral  of  the  Colony’s  Forces  be  annually  appointedi 
by  the  Governor  and  Company,  and  be  commiffion- 
ated  accordingly. 

(9.  Pett$r  tp.  TT  is  Voted  and  Refohed^  That  Simeon  Potter,  Efq; 

jointed  Ma-  ^nd  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Major-General  of  the 
jof  ener  . 

is  Voted  s fid  Refohed,  That  Caleb  Greene,  Efc]; 
Court  of  Pro- Clerk  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the 
chafer  Book  Providence t be,  and  he  is  hereby,  eropew- 

•f&ecordi.  purchafe,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Colony,  a 

Book  for  recording  the  Judgments  of  the  laid  Court  : 
And  that  he  draw  Money  out  of  the  General  Treafiiry 
to  pay  for  the  fame,  and  lay  his  Account  before  -lids 
Aflembly,  at  the  next  Seflion. 

\ y \ \ / \ / 

'%#**  '\f  \t‘‘  \#'* 

An  ACT  in  addition  to,  and  amendment 
of,  an  A6t  entitled  An  Aft  regula- 
ting the  Militia  of  this  Coloaiy. 


Aft  in  Addl*  jD  E it  EmUed  by  this  General  AJfembly,  and  by  tie 
don  to  the  Authority  thereof,,  It  is  Enafled,  That  for  the  fit- 

bg  Ac  hJui- not  be  provided 

dnofthisCo-  witha  fufficient  Gun  or  Fuzee,  as  direSed  in  tlte-  l^d 
*®®7;  Aft,  fhall  be  fined  Two  Shillings.,  lawful  Money,  for 
each  deficiency  : And  alfo  that,  every  Soldier  be  pro- 
vided with  a good  Bayonet  fixed  on  his  Gun,  upon  the 
Penalty  of  Four  Pence,  lawful  Money,  for  each  de-  , 
fault.  / 

AUD  be  it  further  Enabled,  by  the  Authority  afore- 

Jaid 

108.  R.  1.  General  Assembly,  Providence;  A & R,  Dec.  lyy^r 
Act,  1st  Mon.  Dec.  tyy^,  pp.  lyo—iys. 
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fiidy  That  the  Captain,  or,  in  his  Abfence,  the  next 
Superior  Officer  of  ihc  refpedtivc  Company,  (hall  wartt 
and  call  together  the  Company  under  his  Command 
One  Day  in  every  Month,  and  exercile  the  fame  in 
martial  Difcipline,  according  to  the  mode  eftabliffied 
by  his  prefent  Majefty,  in  the  Year  1764  : That  the 
Firft  Warning  be  by  Warrant  under  the  Hand  and 
Seal  of  fuch  Officer,  iflued  within  Ten  Days  before 
fuch  Training  or  Exercifing  : And  that  all  fucceeding 
Warnings  be  given  verbally  by  the  Commanding  Of- 
ficer for  the  Day,  at  the  head  of  the  Company,  while 
under  Arms.  Providedy  never thelefsy  That  in  the 
Towns  of  Providence  Siud  Brifiol,  the  Captain,  or  other 
Commanding  Officer,  may  Warn  their  Companies  by 
Beat  of  Drum,  as  in  the  faid  Adt  is  permitted  in  the 
Town  of  Newport. 

AND  be  it  Jurther  EnaSiedy  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faidy  That  within  Ten  Days  after  each  Penalty  lhall 
be  incurred,  the  Captain,  or  other  fuperior  Officer,  (hall 
iflue  his  Warrant  therefor,  returnable  to  himfdf  within 
Twenty  Days  : And  that  Twelve  and  an  Half  per 
Cent,  only  be  allowed  for  collcdling  fuch  Fines. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaShedy  by  the  Authority  afore- 
Jaidy  That  the  Fines  of  all  thole  who,  being  exempted 
from  appearing  on  the  Days  of  Training,  are  notwith- 
flanding,  obliged  to  be  provided  with  Arms  and  other 
Accoutrements,  fhall  be  the  fame  for  every  deficiency 
as  the  Fines  of  the  inhfled  Soldiers  : And  that  the  ex- 
amination and  lurvey,  appointed  by  the  faid  Act,  fhall 
be  made  by  the  Sergeants  of  the  Company  in  whofe  di- 
flridt  they  live,  by  Warrant  trom  the  Captain,  on  the 
Firft  Monday  in  Februaryy  and  on  the  laft;  Monday  in 
April. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaSfedy  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faidy  That  no  Town-Officer  fhall  be  exempted  from 
doing  military  Duty,  as  an  inlifted  Soldier,  excepting 
the  Members  of  the  Town-Council,  the  Town-Trea- 
furer,  the  Town-Clerk,  and  the  Town-Sergeant. 

AND 
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jiND  he  it  further  Enahied,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid.  That  there  be  a general  Mufter  and  Review  of 
each  Regiment,  or  Battalion,  twice  in  every  Year,  to 
wit  : On  the  Firft  Monday  in  April,  and  on  the  Firfl: 
Monday  in  Ohlober  : And  that  there  be  a general  Muf- 
ter and  Review  of  Brigade  once  in  Two  Years. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaEJed,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid.  That  the  Captain-General,  Lieutenant-General, 
and  Major-General,  or  any  Two  of  them,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  diredt  a 
and  order  when,  and  in  what  Manner,  the  Forces  with- 
in this  Colony  fhall  march  to  the  afliftance  of  any  of 
our  Sifter  Colonics,  when  invaded  or  attacked  ; and  al- 
fo  in  what  Manner  the  faid  Forces  fhall  be  provided  and 
fupplied  : And  alfo  to  direct  make  Ufe  of  the  Cannon 
belonging  to  the  Colony,  cither  in  or  out  of  the  Colo- 
ny, as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

AND  be  it  further  Enadied,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
Jaid,  That  the  faid  Forces,  whenever  they  fhall  be  cal- 
led out  of  the  Colony,  fhall  be  under  the  immediate 
Command  and  Diredlion  of  the  Major-General. 


AND  he  it  further  EnaEled,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
Jaid,  That  the  Secretary  forthwith  caufe  this  Adi  to 
be  publifhed  in  the  Newport  Mercury  and  Providence 
Gazette. 


T.  Lindfty  al- 
lowed f 5 

8 o. 


Whereas  Mr.  Thomas  Lindfey  exhibited  unto  this 
Aftembly  an  Account,  by  him  charged  againft  the  Co- 
lony, for  carrying  in  his  Boat,  to  New-Shoreham,  the 
Committee  appointed  to  infpedl  the  Harbour  there  : 
And  the  faid  Account  being  duly  examined,  It  is  Vo- 
ted and  Refolved,  That  Five  Pounds,  Eight  Shillings, 
lawful  Money,  thereof,  be  allowed,  and  paid,  the  faid 
Thomas  Lindfey,  out  of  the  General  Treafury. 


Ontftanding 
Old-Tenor 
Bills  to  be  re* 
deemed. 


Whereas  it  is  reprefented  unto  this  Aftembly,  that 
the  Town-Treafurer  of  Wefi-Greenwich  hath  in  his 

Hands 
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jhoWing  his  Company  accountable  for  all  fuch  Quanti- 
ties as  are  not  confumed  in  the  Government’s  Service  j 
which  (hall  not  be  accounted  for  in  Value,  but  in  the 
Articles  thcmfelvcs. 

At  this  very  dangerous  Crifis  of  American  Affairs ; Aft  for  riK^ 
at  a Time  when  we  are  furrounded  with  Fleets  and  Ar-  >500 
mies,  which  threaten  our  immediate  Deftruftion  ; at  a 
Time  when  the  Fears  and  Anxieties  of  the  People  throw 
them  into  the  utmoft  Diftrefs,  and  totally  prevent  them 
from  attending  the  common  Occupations  of  Life ; to 
prevent  the  milchievous  Confequences  that  muft  necef- 
iarily  attend  fuch  a difordered  State,  and  to,  reftore 
Peace  to  the  Minds  of  the  good  People  of  this  Colony^ 
it  appears  abfolutely  neceflary  to  this  Aflembly,  that  a 
Number  of  Men  be  raifed  and  embodied,  properly  arm- 
ed and  difeiplined,  to  continue  in  this  Colony  as  an  Ar- 
my of  Obfervation,  to  repel  any  Infult  or  Violence  that 
may  be  offered  to  the  Inhabitants  ; and  alfo*  if  it  be  ne- 
ceflary for  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of  any  of  the 
Colonies,  to  march  out  of  this  Colony,  and  join  and 
co-operate  with  the  Forces  of  the  neighbouring  Colo- 
nics : It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Refolved^  That  Fifteen 
liundred  Men  be  inlifted,  ralfcd  and  embodied,  as 
aforefaid,  with  all  the  Expedition  and  Difpatch  that 
the  Nature  of  the  Thing  will  admit  of. 

We  the  Subferibers,  profefllng  true  Allegiance  to  ProJeft  of  th& 
His  Majefty  King  George  the  Third,  beg  Leave  to  dif-  Governor* 
fent  from  the  Vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Magiftrates,  for  in- 
lifting,  raifing  and  embodying,  an  Army  of  Obfervation 
of  Fifteen  Hundred  Men,  to  fepcl  any  Infult  or  Vio- 
lence that  may  be  offered  to  the  Inhabitants  i and  alfo* 
if  it  be  neceflary  for  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of  any 
of  the  Colonies,  to  march  them  out  of  this  Colony,  to 
join  and  co-operate  with  the  Forces  of  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  : 

Because  we  arc  of  Opinion  that  fuch  a Meafure  will 
be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  Confequences  to  our 
Charter  Privileges,  involve  the  Colony  in  all  the  Horrors 
of  a civil  War,  and,  as  we  conceive,  is  an  open  Viola- 
tion of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  which  we  have  fevcrally 

M taken^ 

r09.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Providence;  A & R,  April  1775; 

Act,  Apr.  22,  1775,  pp.  167,  168. 
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Colony  Arms 
to  be  lepair* 
edi 


Perfons  ap« 
pointed  (o  io> 
lid  Men. 


AT.  Orient  ap- 
pointed to 
proceed  to 
CtnntSicut. 


Committee 
to  audit  the 
Accounts  of 
W,  Pttttr. 


taken,  upon  our  Admiffion  into  th?  refpcftive  Offices 
we  now  hold  in  the  Colony. 

Joseph  Wantoi^, 

In  the  Vpper-Houfiy  Darius  Sessions, 

Providence,  April  25,  1775.  Thomas  Wickes, 

William  Potter. 

In  is  Voted  and  Refolved^  That  all  the  Small- Arrrt$ 
belonging  to  the  Colony,  difperfed  and  being  in  the  fc* 
veral  Towns,  be  forthwith  repaired  and  fitted  with  Bay- 
onets, at  the  Charge  of  the  Colony  : That  all  fuch  Per- 
fons who  have,  at  their  own  Expence,  fo  repaired  any 
of  the  Colony  Arms,  upon  bringing  in  their  Bills,  Ihall 
be  paid  therefor  out  of  the  General  Treafury  ; And  that 
the  fame  Perfons  who  arc  appointed  to  receive  each 
Town’s  Proportion  of  Powder,  ^c.  take  Care  to  pro- 
cure faid  Arms  to  be  fitted  up. 

in  is  Vdted  and  Refqlved,  That  the  military  Officer* 
throughout  the  Colony,  or  any  other  Gentlemen  who 
Ihall  be  willing,  do  forthwith  inlift  Fifteen  Hundred 
good  effedlive  Men,  For  the  Service  of  the  Colony  : And 
that  each  Man  who  Ihall  inlift  Ihall  receive  a Bounty  of 
Four  Dollars^  and  be  entitled  to  the  monthly  Wages  of 
One  Pound  Sixteen  Shillings. 

in  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Nathaniel  Greene 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appoinfed  in  the  Room  of  the 
Honorable  Samuel  iVard^  Efq;  (who  is  going  to  the 
Continental  Congrefs)  to  Wait  on  the  General  Aflcmbly 
of  the  Colony  of  ConneSJicut^  to  confult  upon  Meafurcs 
for  the  common  Defence  of  the  Four  New- England  Go- 
vernments. 

It  is  Voted  and  Refolded,  That  William  Greene^  Efq; 
George  Pierce^  Efq;  and  Mr.  Carder  Hazard^  be,  and 
they,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  arc  hereby  appointed^ 
a Committee,  to  audit  the  Accounts  of  William  Potter^ 
Efq;  refpeding  the  building  a new  Court-Houfc  in 
Sokth-Kingftown : And  that  all  further  Proceedings  with 
Regard  to  fakd  Building  be  ftayed,  until  further  Order* 
from  this  Affembly. 

Inasmuch 
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See  in  general 


And  thefaid  Account  being  duly  examined.  It  is  Votei 
and  Rejolved,  That  the  fame  be,  and  hereby  is,  allow- 
ed ; and  that  Seventeen  Shillings  and  Seven  Pence  Half 
Penny  Lawful  Money,  being  the  Amount  thereof,  be 
paid  the  faid  Jonathan  Jeffers  and  Benjamin  Wilbur, 
out  of  the  General-Treafury. 

Whereas  the  aforefaid  Jonathan  Jeffers  zr\A  J-JefftrsztiL 
Benjamin  Wilbur  exhibited  unto  this  Alfembly  another 
Account,  by  them  charged  againfl  the  Colony,  for  re-  ^^12, 
pairing  the  Windows  of  the  Colony-Houfe  in  New- 
port : And  the  faid  Account  being  duly  examined. 

It  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  fame  be,  and  here- 
by is,  allowed  •,  and  that  Three  Pounds  Twelve  Shillings 
and  Eight  Pence  Lawful  Money,  being  the  Amount 
thereof,  be  paid  the  faid  Jonathan  Jeffers  and  Benja- 
jnin  Wilbur,  owl  oi  the  General-Treafury. 

IT  is  Voted  andRefolved,  That  Mr.  William  Blodget  be,  gk\igft 
and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Army  of  appointed  Se- 
Obfervation  railed  by  this  Colony  ; - and  that  he  be  al- 
lowed  the  Wages  of  Four  Pounds  Ten  Shillings  Lawful 
Money  per  Month. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  James  Gardner  7.  Gar^utr 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Conduftor  of  the  Com-  “ppoimed 
pany  called  the  Train  of  Artillery,  in  the  Army  of  Ob- 
fervation  raifed  by  this  Colony  •,  and  that  he  be  allowed 
the  Wages  of  T'wo  Pounds  Twelve  Shillings  Lawful  Mo- 
ney per  Month. 

1 T is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  following  Rules  Rules  and 
tnd  Orders  for  regulating  the  Army  of  Obfervation  regu- 
raifed  by  this  Colony,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  approv- 
cd  : And  that  the  Secretary  procure  the  fame  to  be 
printed,  and  fupply  the  Brigadier-General,  each  Field 
Officer,  the  Commilfary,  and  each  commiffioned  Of- 
ficer, with  a Copy  thereof. 

WHEREAS  the  Lujl  of  Power,  which  of  old  op- 
preffed,  perjecuted  and  exiled  our  pious  and  virtuous 
Ancejtorsffrom  their  fair  Poffejfons  in  Britain,  nowpurfues, 
with  tenfold  Severity,  us,  their  guiltlefs  Children,  who  are 

mjujlly^ 

593.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  East  Greenwich;  A & R,  June 
17751  2nd  Mon.  June  1775,  pp.  35-48. 
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mjlifily  and  wickedly  charged  with  Licentioufyiefs^  Sediticn^ 
^reafon  and  RebeUton  •,  and  being  deeply  mprejjed  with  a 
Senfe  of  the  almoft  incredible  Fatigues  and  HardJlAps  our 
‘venerable  Progenitors  encountered,  who  fled  from  Op- 
preflion  for  the  bake  of  civil  and  religious  Liberty  for  them- 
felves  and  their  Offspring,  and  began  a Settlement  here  on 
bare  Creation,  at  their  own  Expence  •,  and  having  feri- 
oufly  conftdered  the  Duty  we  owe  to  God,  to  the  Memory  of 
fuch  invincible  Worthies,  to  the  King,  Great-Bmain, 
our  Country,  ourfelves  and  Pofterity,  do  think  it  an  inaif- 
penfible  Duty,  by  all  lawful  Ways  and  Means  in  our  Pow- 
er, to  recover,  maintain,  defend  andpreferve,  the  free  Ex- 
ercife  of  all  thofe  civil  and  religious  Rights  and  Liberties, 
for  which  many  of  our  Forefathers  flight,  bied,  and 
died",  and  to  hand  them  down  entire,  for  the  free  Enjoy- 
ment of  the  latefi  Poflerity : And  whereas  the  keeping  a 
flanding  Army  in  any  of  thefe  Colonies  in  Limes  of  Pe.  ce, 
without  the  Confent  of  the  Legiflature  of  that  Colony  in 
which  fuch  an  Army  is  kept,  is  againfl  Law : And  where^ 
as  fuch  an  Army,  with  a large  naval  Force,  is  now 
placed  in  the  Harbour  of  for  the  Purpofe  of  fubjedi- 

ing  us  to  the  Power  of  the  ^ritifh  Parliament : And 
whereas  we  are  frequently  told  by  the  Tools  of  Adminiftra'^ 
tion.  Dupes  to  minifterial  Ufurpation,  that  Great-Britain 
will  not,  in  Degree,  relax  in  her  Meafures,  until  we 
acknowledge  her  “ Right  to  make  Laws  binding  upon 
us  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever  and  that  if  we  refufe  to 
he  Slaves  •,  if  we  perflft  in  our  Denial  of  her  Claim,  the 
Difptite  mud  be  decided  by  Arms,  in  which  it  is  faid  by  our 
Enemies, — “ We  fliali  have  no  Chance,  being  undifei- 
“ plined,  Cowards,  difobedient,  impatient  of  Com- 
“ mand,  and  poffeffed  of  that  Spirit  of  levelling  which 
admits  of  no  Order,  Subordination,  Rule  or  Go- 
“ vernment And. whereas,  from  the  minifterial  Army 
and  Fleet  now  at  Bofton,  the  large  Reinforcement  of  Troops 
expedled,  the  late  circular  Letters  to  the  Governors  upon 
the  Continent,  the  general  Tenor  of  Intelligence  from 
Great-Britain,  and  the  hoftile  Preparations  making  here, 
as  alfo  from  the  Threats  and  frequent  Infults  of  our  Ene- 
mies, we  have  Reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  ftidden  De- 
ftrudtion  of  this  Colony  is  in  Contemplation,  if  not  determin- 
ed upon : 

AND 
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AND  whereas  the  great  Law  of  SelfPrefervatian 
hath  required  our  raifing  and  keeping  an  Army  of  Ohjerva^ 
tion  and  Defence,  in  order  to  prevent  or  repel  any  farther 
Attempts  to  enforce  the  late  cruel  and  cppreffive  Adis  of  the 
Bricifh  Parliament,  which  are  evidently  defignedto  fuhjedt 
us,  and  the  whole  Continent,  to  the  mojl  ignominious  Slave* 
ry  : And  whereas^  in  keeping  fuch  an  Army,  it  will  be  tie* 
cejfary  that  the  Officers  and  Soldutrs  in  the  fame  be  fully 
acqubinted  with  their  Duty^  and  that  the  Articles,  Rules, 
and  Regulations  thereof,  be  made  as  plain  as  poffiible ; and 
having  great  Confidence  in  the  ^onor  and  public  Virtue  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony^  that  they  will  readily  obey 
their  Officers,  and  will  chearfully  do  their  Duty,  when 
known,  without  any  fuch  fever e Articles  and  Rules  (ex* 
cept  in  capital  Cafes ) and  cruel  Puniffiments,  as  are  ujually 
prablifed  in  ftanding  Armies^  and  will  fuhnit  to  all  fuch 
Rules  and  Regulations  as  are  founded  in  Reafon,  Honor 
and  Virtue : 

It  is  therefore  Refolved,  'That  the  following  Articles, 
Rules  and  Regulations,  for  the  Army,  raifed  by  this  Colony, 
for  the  Defence  and  Security  of  our  Lives,  Liberties,  and 
EJiates,  be,  and  hereby  are,  ejlahlifhed,  and  required  to 
be  firiblly  adhered  to  by  all  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  others 
concerned,  as  they  regard  their  awn  Honor  and  the  public 
Good  ; and  upon  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  herein  after 
mentioned. 

Article  i.  All  Officers  and  Soldiers,  not  having 
juft  Impediment,  fhall  diligently  frequent  divine  Ser- 
vice and  Sermon,  in  the  Places  appointed  for  aflembling 
of  the  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Compar|y,  to  which  they 
belong  ; and  fuch  as  wilfully  abfent  chemfelves,  or  be- 
jng  preient,  behave  indecently  or  irreverently,  fhall,  if 
commilTioned  Officers,  be  brought  before  a regiment- 
al Court-Martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and  feverely 
reprimanded  by  the  Prefidem  •,  if  non-commiflioned 
Officers^  or  Soldiers,  every  Perfon  fo  offending  fhall  for 
his  firft  Offence  forfeit  One  Shilling,  to  be  dedudted  out 
of  his  Wages  •,  for  the  fecond  Offence  he  fhall  not  only 
forfeit  One  Shilling,  but  be  confined,  not  exceeding 
Twenty-four  Hours  ; and  for  every  like  Offence  fliali 
faffer  and  pay  in  like  Manner  \ which  Money,  fo  for- 
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feitcd,  Jhall  be  applied  to  the  U fe  of  the  fick  Soldiers  of 
the  Troop  or  Company  to  which  the  Offender  belongs; 

Art.  2.  Whatfoever  non-commiffionedsOfficer,  of 
Soldierj  lhall  ufc  any  unlawful  Oath  or  Execration, 
fhall  incur  the  Penalty  of  Six  Pence  •,  and  if  a commif- 
fioned  Officer  be  thus  guilty  of  prophane  Curfing  and 
Swearing,  he  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  every 
fuch  Offence  the  Sum  of  Nine  Pence^  Llawful  Money. 

Art.  3.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  behave 
himfelf  with  Contempt  or  .Difrefpedt  rewards  the  Ge- 
neral or  Generals,  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Rhode-Ijland  Forces,  or  fhall  fpeak  Words  tending  to 
his  or  their  Hurt  or  Difhonor,  lhall  be  punilhed  ac- 
cording to  the  Nature  of  his  Offence,  by  the.Judgment 
of  a general  Court-Martial. 

Art.  4.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  begin, 
excite,  caufe,  or  join  in  any  Mutiny  or  Sedition,  in  the 
Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company,  to  which  he  belongs* 
or  in  any  other  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company,  of  the 
Rhode-Ijland  Forces,  either  by  Land  or  Sea,  or  in  any 
Party,  Poft,  DeTachment,  or  Guard,  on  any  Pretence 
whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  Punifhment  as  by  a gene- 
ral Court-Martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

Art.  5.  Any  Officer,  non-commiflioned  Officer, 
or  Soldier,  who  being  prefent  at  any  Mutiny,  or  Se- 
dition, does  not  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  fupprefs 
the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of  any  Muti- 
ny, or  intended  Mutiny,  does  not,  without  Delay, 
give  Information  thereof  to  the  Commanding  Officer, 
fhall  be  punifhed  by  Order  of  a general  Court-Martial^, 
according  to  the  Nature  of  his  Offence. 

Art.  6.  Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  ftrike 
bis  fuperior  Officer,  or  drav/,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  lhall 
lift  up  any  Weapon,  or  offer  any  Violence  againfl:  kirn, 
being  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office,  on  any  Pretence 
whatfoever,  or  fhall  difobey  any  lawful  Commands  of 
his  fuperior  Officer,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  Punifhment  as 
fhall,  according  to  the  Nature  of  his  Offifnee,  be  or- 
dered by  the  Sentence  of  a general  Court-Martial. 
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Art,  7.  Any  non-commiffioned  Officer,  or  Soldier, 
who  lliall  deleft,  or,  without  Leave  of  his  Commanding 
Officer,  abfent  himfelf  from  the  Troop  or  Company 
to  which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  Detachment  of  the 
fame,  ihall,  upon  being  convided  thereof,  be  puniffi- 
ed  according  to  the  Nature  of  his  Offence,  at  the  Dif- 
cretion  of  a general  Court-Martwl’. 

Art.  8.  Whatfoever  Officer,  or  Soldier,  ffiall  be 
convicted  of  having  advifed  or  perfuaded  any  other  Of- 
licer  or  Soldier  to  defert,  ffiall  fuffer  fuch  Funiffimenc 
as  ffiall  be  ordered  by  the  Sentence  of  a general  Court- 
Martial. 

Art,  9,  All  Officers,  of  what  Condition  foever, 
ffiall  have  Power  to  part  and  quell  all  Qiiarrels,  Frays, 
and  Diforders,  though  the  Perfons  concerned  ffiould 
belong  to  another  Regiment,  Troop,  or  Company, 
and  either  order  Officers  to  be  arrefted,  or  non  com- 
miffioned  Officers  or  Soldiers  to  be  confined  and  impri- 
foned,  till  their  proper  luperior  Officers  ffiall  be  ac- 
quainted therewith  •,  and  whoever  ffiall  refufe  to 
obey  fuch  Officer  (though  of  an  inferior  Rank)  or 
ffiall  draw  his  Sword  upon  him,  ffiall  be  puniffied  at 
the  Dilcretion  of  a general  Court-Martial, 

Art.  10.  No  Officer  or  Soldier  ffiall  ufe  any  re- 
proachful or  provoking  Speeches  or  Geftures  to  ano- 
ther ; nor  ffiall  prefame  to  fend  a Challenge  to  any 
Perfon  to  fight  a Duel : And  whoever  ffiall  knowingly 
and  willingly  fuffer  any  Perfon  whatfoever  to  go  forth 
to  fight  a Duel  ; or  ffiall  fecond,  promote,  or  carry 
any  Challenge,  ffiall  be  deemed  as  a Principal : And 
whatfoever  Officer  or  Soldier  Ihall  upbraid  another  for 
refufing  a Challenge,  ffiall  alfo  be  coniidered  as  a Chal- 
lenger : And  all  fuch  Offenders,  in  any  of  thele  or  fuch 
like  Cafes,  ffiall  be  puniffied  at  the  Diferetion  of  a gene- 
ral Court-Martial. 

Art.  1 1.  Every  Officer,  commanding  in  Quarters, 
or  on  a March,  ffiall  keep  good  Order,  and,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  Power,  redrefs  all  fuch  Abufes,  or  Dif- 
orders, which  may  be  committed  by  any  Officer  or 
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Soldier  under  his  Command  : If  upon  any  Complaint 
made  to  him  of  Officers  or  Soldiers  beating,  or  other- 
wife  ill-treating  any  Perfon,  or  of  committing  any 
Kind  of  Riot,  to  the  difquieting  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Continent  i he  the  faid  Commander,  whoffiali  re- 
fufe  or  omit  to  fee  Jufticc  done  on  the  Offender  or  Of- 
fenders, and  Reparation  made  to  the  Party  or  Parties 
injured,  as  far  as  the  Offenders  Wages  ffiall  enable 
him  or  them,  ffiall,  upon  due  Proof  tlicreof,  be  pu- 
niffied  as  ordered  by  a general  Court-Martial,  in  fuch 
Manner  as  if  he  himfelf  had  committed  the  Crimes  or 
Di (orders  complained  of. 

Art.  If  any  Officer  ffiall  think  himfelf  to  be 
\vrongcd  by  his  Colonel,  or  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Regiment,  and  ffiall,  upon  due  Application 
made;  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  redreffed,  he  may  com- 
plain to  the  General,  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Rhode' IJl and  P'orces,  in  order  to  obtain  J office,  who 
is  hereby  required  to  examine  into  faid  Complaint, 
and  fee  that  Jufticc  be  done. 

Art.  13.  If  any  inferior  Officer,  or  Soldier,  ffiall 
think  himfelf  wronged  by  his  Captain,  or  other  Of- 
ficer, com.manding  the  Troop  or  Company  to  which 
he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Regiment,  who  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  fummon  a regimental  Court-Martial,  for  the 
doing  Juftice  to  the  Complainant ; from  which  regi- 
mental Court-Martial  either  Party  may,  if  he  thinks 
himfelf  ftill  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a general  Court- 
Martial  \ but  if,  upon  a fccond  Hearing,  the  Appeal 
ffiall  appear  to  be  vexatious  and  groundlcfs,  the  Perfon 
fo  appealing  ffiall  be  punifhed  at  the  Difcrction  of  the 
general  Court-Martial. 

Art.  14.  Whatfoever  non-cbmmiffioned  Officer^  of 
Soldier,  ffiall  be  convidled,  at  a regimental  Court- 
Martial,  of  having  fold,  or  defignedly,  or  through 
Negleft,  wafted  the  Ammunition,  Anns,  or  Provi- 
fions,  or  other  military  Stores,  delivered  out  to  him, 
to  be  employed  in  the  Service  of  this  Colony,  ffiall,  if 
an  Officer,  be  reduced  to  a private  Cendnel  j and  if  a 

private 


109 


Jme,  1775. 


private  Soldier,  fliall  fufFer  fuch  Punifliment  as  (hall 
be  ordered  by  a regimental  Court-Martial. 

Art.  15.  All  non-commifTioned  Officers,  and  Sol- 
diers, fliall  be  allowed  the  Limits  of  one  Mile  from 
the  Place  of  Encampment,  unlefs  the  Commander  in 
Chief  fliall  think  proper  to  mark  out  fliorter  Limita- 
tions : — Every  Oflicer,  or  Soldier,  found  without  thofe 
Limits,  without  Leave  in  Writing,  fliall  fuffer  fuch 
Punifliment  as  lhall  be  inflided  by  a regimental  Court- 
Martial. 

Art.  i6.  No  Officer,  or  Soldier,  fliall  lie  out  of  his 
Quarters  or  Camp,  without  Leave  from  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Regiment,  upon  Penalty  of 
being  puniflied  according  to  the  Nature  of  his  Offence, 
by  Order  of  a regimental  Court-Martial. 

Art.  17.  Every  non-commlffioned  Officer,  and 
Soldier,  fliall  retire  to  his  Quarters,  or  Tent,  at  thft 
beating  of  the  Retreat  j in  Default  of  which,  he  fliall 
be  puniflied  according  to  the  Nature  of  his  Offence,  by 
Order  of  the  Commanding  Officer. 

Art.  18.  No  Officer,  non-commiffioned  Officer, 
or  Soldier,  fliall  fail  of  repairing,  at  the  Time  fixed, 
to  the  Place  of  Parade  or  Exercife,  or  other  Rendez- 
vous, appointed  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  if  not 
prevented  by  Sicknefs,  or  fome  other  evident  Neceffi- 
ty  ; or  fliall  go  from  the  faid  Place  of  Rendezvous,  or 
from  his  Guard,  without  Leave  from  his  Command- 
ing Officer,  before  he  fliall  be  regularly  difmiffed  or 
relieved,  on  Penalty  of  being  puniflied  according  to 
the  Nature  of  his  Offence,  by  the  Sentence  of  a regi- 
mental Court-Martial. 

Art.  19.  Whatfoever  commiflioncd  Officer  fliall 
be  found  drunk  on  his  Guard,  Party  or  other  Duty, 
under  Arms,  fliall  be  cafliiered  for  it ; any  non-com- 
miflioned  Officer,  or  Soldier,  fo  offending,  (hall  fuffer 
fuch  Punifliment  as  fliall  be  ordered  by  the  Sentence 
of  a regimental  Court-Martial. 
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Art.  20.  Whatfoever  Centinel  fhall  be  found 
deeping  upon  his  Poft,  or  (hall  leave  it  before  he  fliali 
be  regularly  relieved,  Ihall  fuffer  fuch  Punilhmcnt  as 
ftiall  be  ordered  by  the  Sentence  of  a general  Court- 
Martial. 

Art.  21.  Any  Perfoh,  belonging  to  the  Rhoie-^ 
JJland  Army,  \^^ho,  by  difcharging  of  Fire-Arms,  beat- 
ing of  Drurri^,  or  by  any  other  Means  whatfoever, 
Ihall  occafiort  falfe  Alarms,  in  Camp  or  Quarters,  fhall 
fuffer  fuch  Punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  Sen- 
tence of  a general  Court-Martial. 

Art.  22.  Any  Officer,  or  Soldier,  who  fhall,  with- 
out urgent  NccclTity,  or  without  Leave  of  his  fuperior 
Officer,  quit  his  Platoon  or  Divifion,  fliall  be  puniffi- 
ed  according  to  the  Nature  of  his  Offence,  by  the  Sen- 
tence of  a regimental  Court-Martial. 

Art.  23:  No  Officer,  Or  Soldier,  fhall  do  Violenctj 

or  offer  any  Infult,  or  Abufe,  to  any  Pcrfon  who  fhall 
bring  Provifions,  or  other  Necelfaries,  to  the  Camp  or 
Quarters  of  the  Rhode- IJland  Army;  any  Officer  of 
Soldier,  fo  offending,  fhall,  upon  Complaint  being 
made  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  fuffer  fuch  Punifh- 
ment as  fhall  be  ordered  by  a regimental  Court-Martial. 

A ITT.  24.  Whatfoever  Officer,  or  Soldier,  fhall 
fhamefully  abandon  any  Poft  committed  to  his  Charge, 
or  fhall  fpeak  Words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like, 
in  Time  of  an  Engagement,  fhall  fuffer  Death  imme- 
diately. 

Art.  25.  Any  Perfon  belonging  to  the  Rhode- 
and  Army,  who  fliall  make  known  the  Watchword  tO 
any  Perfon  who  is  not  entitled  to  receive  it,  according 
to  the  Rules  and  Difcipline  of  War,  or  fhall  prefume 
to  give  a Parole,  or  Watchword,  different  from  what 
he  received,  fhall  fuffer  Death,  or  fuch  other  Punifti- 
hient  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  Sentence  of  a general 
Court-Martial.. 

Art. 
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Art.  26,  Whofoevcr,  belonging  to  the  Rhode-‘ 
JJland  Army,  fhall  relieve  the  Enemy  with  Money, 
Viduals,  or  Ammunition  j or  lhall  knowingly  harbour 
or  protect  an  Enemy,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  Punifhment  as 
by  a General  Court-Martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

Art.  27.  Whofoever,  belonging  to  the  Rhode- 
Ijland  Army,  fhall  be  convi<5tgd  of  holding  Correfpond- 
cnce  with,  or  of  giving  Intelligence  to,  the  Enemy, 
either  diredly  or  indireftly,  fhall  fufFcr  fuch  Punifli- 
ment  as  by  a general  Court-Martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

Art.  28.  All  public  Stores,  taken  in  the  Enemy’s 
Camp  or  Magazines,  whether  of  Artillery,  Ammuni- 
tion, Cloathing  or  Provifions,  fhall  be  fecured  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode- JJland. 

Art.  29.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier  fhall  leave  his 
Poft  or  Colours,  in  Time  of  an  Engagement,  to  go  in 
Search  of  Plunder,  he  fhall,  upon  being  conv'ided  there- 
of before  a general  Court-Martial,  fuffer  fuch  Punifh- 
itient  as  by  faid  Court-Martial  fhall  be  ordered. 

Art.  30.  If  any  Commander  of  any  Poft,  Intrcnch- 
ment,  or  P'ortrefs,  fhall  be  compelled^  by  the  Officers  or 
Soldiers  under  his  Command,  to  give  it  up  to  the  Ene- 
my, or  to  abandon  it,  the  commiflioned  Officer,  non- 
commiffioned  Officers,  or  Soldiers,  who  fhall  be  con- 
viCled  of  having  fo  offended,  fhall  fuffer  Death,  or 
fuch  other  Punifhment  as  may  be  inflicted  upon  them 
by  the  Sentence  of  a general  Court-Martial. 

Art.  31.  All  Sutlers  and  Retailers  to  a Camp, 
and  all  Perfons  whatfoever,  ferving  with  the  Rhode- 
JJland  Army,  in  the  Field,  though  not  inlifted  Soldiers, 
are  to  be  fubjeCt  to  the  Articles,  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions, of  tke  Rhode- JJland  Army. 

Art.  32.  No  general  Court-Martial  fhall  confift 
of  alefs  Number  than  Thirteen,  none  of  which  fhall  b« 
under  the  Degree  of  a commiflioned  Officer  ; and  the 
Prefident  fhall  be  a Field-Officer : And  the  Prefident  of 
each  and  every  Court-Martial,  whether  general  or  regi- 
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mental,  fhall  have  Fewer  to  adminifter  an  Oath  to  ever)? 
Witnefs,  in  order  to  the  Trial  of  Offenders,  And  the 
Members  of  all  Courts-Martial  Ihall  be  duly  fworn  by 
the  Prefident;  and  the  next  in  Rank  on  the  Court- 
Martial  fhall  adminiffer  the  Oath  to  the  ffrefident. 

Art,  33.  The  Members,  both  of  general  and  regi- 
•jnental  Courts-Martial,  fhall,  when  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent Corps,  take  the  fame  Rank  which  they  hold  in 
the  Army  *,  but  when  Courts-Martial  jliall  be  com- 
pofed  of  Officers  of  one  Corps,  they  ffiall  take  their 
Ranks  according  to  their  Commiffions,  by  which  they 
are  muffered  in  the  faid  Corps^ 

Art.  34.  All  the  Members  of  a Court-Martial  are 
to  behave  with  Calmncfs,  Decency  and  Im[)artiality  ^ 
and  in  the  giving  of  their  Votes,  are  to  begin  with  the 
your.gefl  or  loweft  in  Commiffion. 

Art.  35.  No  Field-Officer  fhall  be  tried  by  any 
Perfon  under  the  Degree  of  a Captain  •,  nor  fhall  any 
Proceedings  or  Trials  be  carried  on,  excepting  be:weea 
the  Hours  of  Eight  in  the  Morning,  and  Three  in  the 
Afternoon,  except  in  Cafes  which  require  an  immedi- 
ate Example. 

Art,  35.  The  commiffioned  Officers  of  every  Re- 
giment may,  by  the  Appointment  of  their  Colonel,  or 
Commanding  Officer,  hold  regimental  Courts-Martial, 
for  the  enquiring  into  fuch  Difputcs,  or  criminal  Mat-* 
ters,  as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the  inflidling 
corporal  Punifhments  forfmall  Offences,  and  ffiall  give 
Judgment  by  the  Majority  of  Voices  but  no  Sentence 
ffiall  be  executed  till  the  Commanding  Officer  (not  be- 
ing a Member  of  ih?  Court-Martial j Arall  have  corj[-? 
firmed  the  farn^. 

Art.  37,  No  regimental  Court-Martial  ffiall  con- 
fift  of  lefs  than  Five  Officers,  excepting  in  Cafes  where 
that  Number  cannot  be  conveniently  affembled,  when 
Three  may  be  fufficient  *,  who  arc  likcwilc  to  determine 
Upon  the  Sentence  by  the  Majority  of  Voices ; which 
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Sentence  is  to  he  confirmed  by  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer, not  being  a Member  of  the  Court-Martial, 

Art.  38.  Every  Officer,  commanding  in  any  Fort, 
Caltlc,  or  Barrack,  or  elfewhere,  where  the  Corps  under 
his  Command  confifts  of  Detachments  from  different 
Regiments,  or  of  independent  Companies,  may  affem- 
ble  Courts-Martial  for  the  Trial  of  Offenders,  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  if  they  were  regimental,  whofe  Sen- 
tence is  not  to  be  executed  till  it  ffiall  be  confirmed  by 
the  faid  Commanding  Officer. 

Art.  39.  No  Perfon  whatfoever  fhall  ufe  menacing 
Words,  Signs  or  Geftures,  in  the  Prefence  of  a Court- 
Martial,  then  fitting,  or  fhall  caule  any  Diforder  or 
Riot,  fo  as  to  diflurb  their  Proceeding,  on  the  Penalty 
of  being  punifhed  at  the  Diferetion  of  the  faid  Court.* 
Martial. 

Art.  40.  To  the  End  that  Offenders  may  be 
brought  to  Jufticci  whenever  any  Officer  or  Soldier 
fhall  commit  a Crime  deferving  Punifhment,  he  fhall, 
by  his  Commanding  Officer,  if  an  Officer,  be  put  in  Ar- 
reft ; if  a non-commiffioned  Officer,  or  Soldier,  be  im- 
prifoned,  till  he  fhall  be  either  tried  by  a Court-Mar- 
tial, or  fhall  be  lawfully  difeharged  by  proper  Au- 
thority. 

Art.  41.  No  Officer,  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  beput 
in  Arreft  or  Imprifonment,  fhall  continue  in  his  Con- 
finement more  than  eight  Days,  or  till  fuch  Time  as  a 
Court-Martial  can  be  conveniently  affcmbled. 

Art.  42.  No  Officer  commanding  a Guard,  or 
Provoft-Marfhal,  fhall  refufe  to  receive  or  keep  any 
Prifoner  committed  to  his  Charge,  by  an  Offiocr  be- 
longing to  the  Rhode-JJland  Forces  j which  Officer 
fhall  at  the  fame  Time  deliver  an  Account  in  Writing, 
figned  by  himfelf,  of  the  Crime  with  which  the  faid  Pri- 
foner is  charged. 

Art.  43.  No  Officer  commanding  a Guard,  or 
Provoft-Marfhal,  fhall  prefumc  to  release  any  Prifoner 
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committed  to  his  Charge,  without  proper  Authority 
for  fo  doing  •,  nor  {hall  he  fuffer  any  Frifoner  to  efcape, 
on  the  Penalty  of  being  punifhed  for  it,  by  the  Sen- 
tence of  a general  Court-Martial. 

Art.  44.  Every  OfRcer,  or  Provoft-Marlhal,  to 
whofe  Charge  Prifoners  fhall  be  committed,  is  hereby 
required,  within  Twenty-four  Flours  after  fuck  Com- 
mitment, or  as  foon  as  he  lhall  be  relieved  from  his 
Guard,  to  give  in  Writing  to  the  Colonel  of  the  Regi- 
iTTient  to  whom  the  Prifoner  belongs  (where  the  Prifonef 
is  confined  upon  the  Guard  belonging  to  the  faid  Regi- 
ment, and  that  his  Offence  only  relates  to  the  Neglect 
of  Duty  in  his  own  Corps)  or  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  their  Names,  their  Crimes,  and  the  Names?  of 
the  Officers  who  committed  them,  on  the  Penalty  of 
being  punifhed  for  his  Difobedience  or  Negletff,  at  the 
£>iiTcretion  of  a general  Court-Martial. 

Art.  45.  And  if  any  Officer  under  Arrcft  fhall 
leave  his  Confinement  before  he  isfet  at  Liberty  by  the 
Officer  who  confined  him,  or  by  a fuperior  Power,  he 
lhall  be  cafliiered  for  it. 

Art.  46.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  Officer  fhall 
be  convifted,  before  a general  Court-Martial,  of  be- 
having in  a fcandalous,  infamous  Manner,  fuch  as  is 
unbecoming  the  Charader  of  an  Officer  and  a Gentle- 
man, fhall  be  difeharged  from  the  Service. 

Art.  47.  All  Officers,  Conductors,  Gunners,  Ma- 
troftes.  Drivers,  or  any  other  Perfons  whatfoever,  re- 
ceiving Pay  or  Hire,  in  the  Service  of  the  Rhode-JJland 
Artillery,  fhall  be  governed  by  the  aforefaid  Rules  and 
Articles,  and  fhall  be  fubjed  to  be  tried  by  Courts-Mar- 
tial, in  like  Manner  with  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of 
the  Rbode-TJland  Troops. 

Art.  48.  Eor  Differences  arifing  arnongft  them- 
ielves,  or  in  Matters  relating  folcly  to  their  own  Corps* 
the  Courts-Martial  may  be  compofed  of  their  own  Offi- 
cers) but  where  a Number,  fufficient  of  fuch  Officers 
Cannot  be  affembled,  or  in  Matters  wherein  other'. 
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Corps  are  interefted*  the  Officers  of  Artillery  fliall  fie 
in  Courts-Martial  with  the  Officers  of  the  other  Corps, 

Art,  49,  All  Crimes  not  capital,  and  all  Difor-^ 
ders  and  Neglccls  which  Officers  and  Soldiers  may  be 
gnilty  of,  to  the  Prejudice  of  good  Order  and  military 
Dilcipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  Articles  of 
War,  are  to  be  taken  Cognizance  of  by  a general  or 
regimental  Court-Martial,  according  to  the  Nature  and 
Degree  of  the  Offence,  and  be  puniffied  at  their  Dif- 
cretion. 


Art.  50.  No  Courts-Martial  ffiall  order  any  Of- 
fender to  be  whipped,  or  receive  more  than  Thirty-nine 
Stripes  for  any  one  Offence. 

Art.  51.  The  Field-Officers  of  each  and  every 
Regiment  are  to  appoint  ibme  fuitable  Perfon,  belong- 
ing to  fuch  Regiment,  to  receive  all  fuch  Fines  as  may 
arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  Breach  of  any  of  the  fore- 
going Articles,  and  ffiall  diredH  the  fame  to  be  care- 
fully and  properly  applied  to  the  Relief  of  fuch  fick, 
wounded,  or  neceffitous  Soldiers  as  belong  to  fuch  Re- 
giment j and  fuch  Perfon  ffiall  account  with  fuch  Offi- 
cer for  all  Fines  received,  and  the  Application  thereof. 

Art.  52.  All  Members  fitting  in  Courts-Martial 
ffiall  be  fworn  by  the  Prefident  of  faid  Courts,  which 
Frefident  ffiall  himfelf  be  fworn  by  the  Officer  in  faid 
Court  next  in  Rank. — The  Oath  to  be  adminiftred  pre- 
vious to  their  proceeding  to  the  Trial  of  any  Offender, 
in  Form  following,  to  wit : 

“ TOU  A.  B.  /wear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try, 
and  impartially  determine^  the  Caufe  of  the  Prifoner  now  to 
be  tried^  according  to  the  Rules  for  regulating  the  Rhode- 
Ifland  Army.  So  help  you  God.” 

Art.  53.  All  Perfons  called  to  give  Evidence  iil 
any  Cafe,  before  a Court-Martial,  who  ffiall  refufe  to 
give  Evidence,  ffiall  be  puniffied  for  fuch  Refufal  at 
the  Diferetion  of  fuch  Court-Martial : The  Oath  to  be 
adminiffred  in  the  Form  following,  to  wit : 
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T 017  [i»earthe  Evidence  you-Jhall  give^  in  the  Cafe 
now  in  Hearings  Jhall  be  the  Truths  the  whole  Truths  and 
nothing  but  theEruth.  So  help  you  God.” 

Two  trrord  IE  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Committee  of 
Vefrdi  10  be  Safety  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  charter 
two  fuitable  Veflels,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Colony,  and 
Trade'of  ihe  bcft  Manner,  to  proteift  the 

Colopy.  Trade  of  this  Colony  : That  the  faid  Veflels  be  at  the 
Rifle  of  the  Colony,  and  be  appraifed,  before  they  are 
chartered,  by  MelTieurs  Jofeph  Anthony^  Rufus  Hopkins, 
and  Cromel  Child,  or  any  two  of  them ; who  are  alfo 
to  agree  for  the  Hire  of  the  faid  Veffels : That  the 
largefl:  of  the  faid  Veflels  be  manned  with  Eighty  Men, 
exclufive  of  Officers,  and  be  equipped  with  Ten  Guns, 
Four-Pounders,  Fourteen  Swivel  Guns,  a fufiicient  Num- 
ber of  Small- Arms,  and  all  neceffary  warlike  Stores  : 
That  the  fmall  VeflTel  be  manned  with  a Number  not 
exceeding  Thirty  Men  : That  the  Whole  be  included 
in  the  Number  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Men,  ordered  to 
be  raifed  in  this  Colony,  and  be  kept  in  Pay  until  the 
Firfl:  Day  of  December  next,  unlefs  difeharged  before 
by  Order  of  the  General  AfTembly  : That  they  receive 
the  fame  Bounty  and  Pay  as  the  Land  Forces,  except- 
ing thBt  the  Firft  and  Second  Lieutenants,  and  Mafter, 
receive  the  fame  Pay  as  the  Firfl  Lieutenant  of  the 
Land  Forces,  and  the  uhder  or  petty  Officers  the  fame 
as  the  Serjeants' of  the  Army  : And  that  the  Lieute- 
nant-General, Brigadier-General,  and  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  have  the  Power  of 
direfling  and  ordering  faid  Veflels ; and,  in  cafe  it 
ihall  appear  to  them  that  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the 
feid  Veflels  can  be  more  ferviccable  on  Shore  than  at 
Sea,  to  order  them  on  Shore,  to  defend  the  Sea-Porta 
in  this  Colony. 

AND  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the 
following  Officers  be,  and  are  hereby,  appointed  to 
Command  the  faid  Veffels,  to  wit : 

Of  the  largefl  Vcffil, 

Abraham  Whipple,  Commander,  with  the  Rank  and 
Power  of  Commodore  of  both  Veflels. 
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Mumford  and  ^ha<W^  that  Five  Hundfed  Weight  there-  purchafed  of 
of  be  lent  to  the  Head-Quarters,  for  the  Defence  of 
Rhode-ljland,  over  and  above  v^hat  is  already  ordered. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Rtfohedt  That  the  Minute-Men  IWinuterMca 
that  have  already  been  drawn  Continue  for  three  to  continue. 
Months  from  the  Time  of  drawing,  and  that  as  many 
of  them  as  are  willing  may  inlift  as  Soldiers  in  either  xime  of 
of  the  Companies.  drawingi 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refdlved'^  That  Ambrofe  Pa^e^  Committee td 
Mr.  Jtihn  Bro  wn^  and  Colonel  Jdbez  Bowen^  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  a Committee  to  fettle  th6  ® 
Accounts  of  Capt.  William  Rhodes  with  the  Colony, 
and  make  Report  to  the  next  Seflions  of  Aflembly. 


WUereas  Mr.  John  Walerman  exhibited  Unto  this  j.  Wdtemah 
Aflembly  an  Account,  by  him  charged  againft  showed  ^ 

Efqt  for  Paper  by  him  furnifhed  for  impreRing 
the  Lawful  Money  Bills  s And  the  faid.  Account  being 
duly  examined.  It  is  Voted  and  Refolvedy  That  the 
fame  be  dnd  hereby  is  allowed  ; and  that  the  Amount 
thereof,  \st\v\^T‘tJoenty  jive  Pounds  Font  Shillings 
fui  Money,  be  paid  the  faid  ^ohn  Watey'mM^oMt  of  the 
General-Treafury. 

IT  ii  Voted  and  Refolvled^  Thdt  Mr.  Croniel  Child  c.  child  al- 
be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  draw  out  of  the  lowed  l jai 
General  Tfeafury  the  Sum  of  Thirty  Pounds  Lawful 
Money,  towards  paying  for  removing  Hay,  ^c.  off  the  ** 

Ifland  of  Prudence  ; and  that  Mr.  Sylvefler  Gardner 
draw  out, of  the  General-Treafury  the  Sum  of  Forty- 
■pve  Pounds  Lawful  Money*  towards  paying  for  remov- 
ing Hay,  off  the  Ifland  of  Conanicut. 

Wuereas  Mr.  George  Grade  fjreferred  a Petition  g GraeVi 
nnd  reprefented  unto  this  Affemb!y,that  foon  after  his  Peticiop 
firft  Arrival  in  America  he  has  been  employed  by  Mr.  granted. 
George  Rome  •,  that  he  commenced  ferving  him  on  the 
firft  of  June^  i773>  and  continued  in  his  Service  until 
he  was  taken  into  Cuftody  by  Order  of  General  Hop- 
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"jffND  he  it  further  E»afled,  That  ibis  A^l'  OiaH 'take  E/fe<5>j 
and  be  in  CuU  Force,  upoxifue/doy  tlieeigiitl^  Day  A.  D; 

1777 ; and  that  the  fame  be  forthwith^  publilbed,  and  fent  ta 
the,  rerpeitiV'e  Town-Clerks  of  this  State,  to  be  by  them  read 
in  the  firil  Town-Meeting  of  their  .refpedive  Towns. 


See  also 
p.  39 


original 


y.  S/n;/A  to  pur*  IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  John  Smith  be,  and  he  ii 
chafe  Fifli.  hereby,  empowered  to  purchafe  a Qiiantity  of  Fifh,  on  board 
a Brigantine  about  to  be  purchafed  fot  the  Ufe  of  this  State. 

J.  Brmn  ai*  IT  is  foted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Sum  of  Three  Hundred 
lowed  £.  318  and  eighteen  Pounds,  lawful  Money,  he  allowed  to  Mr.  John 
purehafedif'or  a Brigantine  purchafed  of  him  by  Mr,  Ju- 

Firc-bhip.  fpb  Brown,  to  be  made  Ufe  of  as  a Fire-Ship  for  the  Service 
of  this  State,  and  upon  his  delivering  to  the  faid  Jofeph  Brown, 
for  the  Ufe  of  this  State,  all  the  Stores  belonging  to  faid  Brig, 
that  the.  Sum  aforefai.d  be  paid  him,  put  of  tile  Qeneral  Trcafury. 

Further  En-  WHEREAS  the  Committees  from  the  ioxxr  New- England 
couragement  gtates  bays  pafled  the  following  Refolve,  to  wit  ; 

SddTerl  who**'  “ Committee,  December  30th,  1776- 

fbaii  inlift  into.  THIS  Committee  jtaking  into  Confideration  the  Bounties 
theCominentaljjnd  Allowances,  ofTered  by  Congrefs  for  inlifting  the  Contincnt- 
a tom,  ^ Battalions,  appointed  as  the  (^ota  of  the  four  New-En^land 
States,  are  ipf  Opinion  that,  in  the  prefent  Situation  of  the  a- 
.forefaid  States,  it  is  impradlicable  to  fill  thofe  Battalions,  with- 
.ppt  giving  a ftill  further  Encouragement  to  Men  to  inlift,  and 
that  it  is  of  the  utmpft  NecefTity  to  complete  them  with  i41 
poffible  Pefpatch  ; and  the  faid  States  having  given  different 
Encouragements  in  their  feveral  States,  for  filling  the  faid  Bat- 
talion$  f lA.nd  this  Committee  being  of  Opinion,  that  if  the 
faid  States  a(ft  upon  one  uniform  Plan,  it  will  be  attended 
with  many  Advantages  ; Do  Refolve,  that  it  be  recommended 
10  the  feveral  Legiflaturesof  the  faid  States  to  give  an  addition- 
al Bounty  of  ten  Pounds  and  a Blanket,  each  Year,  while  in 
Service  ^ aforefaid,  orj  in  Lieu  thereof,  eighteen  Shillings  to 
the.EucoUragcmcnr given  byCongrefs  to  thcNon-commiflionod 
Officers  E^nd  private  Soldiers,  who  fliall  inlift  into  the  faid  Pat  • 
taijons  fpt  three  Years,  or  during  the  War,  and  to  engage  to 
fup ply  them,  while  in  Camp,  with  thofe  Articles  neceflary  for 
Soldiers,.  Which  are^  npt.  fqrniJhed  by  Congrefi  at  the  Rates 
affixed  to  tbpfe  Au-tic^s  by  tfie  feveral  New'-Ef^land  States, 
without  ap.y  Charge  fqr  Tranrppr,tation,  or  other  Expenee^, 
which  is  oonOderetl  by  this  Committee  as  a greater  Encou- 
ragement, to  the  Soldiers  than  hath  bflen  offered  by  any  of  the 
feid  Swtps  ” 

UPON  Confidenatian,  wherepf.  It  is  Voted  and  Refolved, 
That  this  State  wiU  give  an  additioUial  Bounty  of  four  Pounds, 

to 
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iQ  the  fix  Pounds  heretofore  allowed  by  this  Afleinbly,  and  i 
Blanket,  each  Year,  while  in  Service,  or  in  Lieu  thereof  eight 
teen  Shillings,  to  the  Encouragement  given  by  Congrefs,  to 
the  Non-commiflioned  Officers  and  private  Soldiers,  who  ffiall 
jnlift  into  the  Battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  by  this  Aflembly, 
agreeable  to  the  Recommendation  from  the  Honorable  the 
Continental  Congrefs : And  this  Aflembly  doth  hereby  engage 
to  fupply  them,  while  in  Camp,  with  thofc  Articles,  neceflTary 
for  Soldiers,  which  are  not  furnifhed  by  Congrefs,  at  the  Rates 
affixed  to  thofe  Articles,  by  the  feveral  New-England  States, 
without  any  Charge  for  Tranfportation. 

WHEREAS  this  Aflembly  hath  pafled  aKefolve.  for  draught-  Regulation  of 
ing  all  Male  Perfons,  fub)e(fi:  by  Law  to  bear  Arms,  ** 

of  the  Militia,  Alarm-Lift,  or  Independent  Companies,  in  three  qq 

Divifions : And  whereas  the  Committees,  from  the  four  Nctv-  tAualDuty. 
England  States,  have  pafled  a Refolvc,  recommending  that  the 
Militia  of  the  faid  States,  when  called  into  the  fame  Service, 
be  placed  upon  the  fame  Footing,  in  Point  of  Encouragement, 

Wages,  and  Rations  : It  is  therefare  Voted  and  Refolved^  That 
the  Non-commiffioned  Officers,  and  private  Soldiers,  who  (haU 
be  draughted  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  allowed  and  paid,  when 
called  into  adfual  Service,  the  Bounty  of  twenty  Shillings,  law- 
ful Money  : And  that  they  be  allowed  and  paid,  while;  in 
al  Service,  the  fame  Wages  that  thofe  of  equal  Rank  in  the 
Continental  Army  are  allowed  and  paid  ; aiid  the  Rations  that 
are  allowed  thofe  of  equal  Rank  in  the  ftanding  Regiments  pf 
tk  s State  : And  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  fo  muull 
^of  faid  Refolve,  as  refpe<fts  the  Wages  and  Rations  of  the  Offi- 
cers and  Soldiers  who  fhall  be  draughted,  as  aforefaid,  be,  and 
the  fame  is  hereby,  repealed  ; — And  it  is  further  Voted  and  Re- 
folved.  That  the  Colonel,  or  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Re- 
giment, or  Company,  as  aforefaid,  be  immediately  furniffied 
with  a Copy  hereof 


WHEREAS  the  Committee  of  the  four  New^Engdatid  Stittn,  Further  Rega* 
now  fitting,  prefbnted  to  this  Afletribly  the  following  Re- of  th« 

vice. 


" WHEREAS  the  Militia  of  the  feveral  States  of 
land  may  be  frequently  called  into  the  fame  Service  ; and  ma- 
ny Inconvehiencies-may  be  prevented,  by  their  being  placed 
upon  the  fame  Footing,  in  Point  of  Encouragement,  Wagw, 
and  RaiioBs  ; 


*'•  RESOLVED,  That  it  be  reecfmmcnded  to  the  feveral 
States  aforefaid,  that  whenever  the  Militia  of  faid  States,  or  ci-* 
thcr  of  them,  fhall  be  called  into  Service,  for  any  Term  lefs 
than  two  Months,  that  the  Officers  dnd  Soldiers  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  fame  Wages  and  Rations,  that  thofe  of  eqUil 
Rank  in  the  Continental  Army  are  allowed  and  paid. 

*^AND 
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IT  is  Votti  and  Rifoivid,  That  tlie  Officers  tnd  Soldiers  in  the  Mi-  Offictrsasti 
litia,  Alarm-Lift  and  Independent  Companies,  who  may  be  draughted  to  Soldiers  not 
do  Duty  within  tliis  State,  agreeable  to  the  Refolvc  of  this  Aflcmbly,  be  R^tion^whea 
not  allowed  any  Rations  when  abfent  from  their  Duty  on  Furlough,  or  »bfent. 
when  in  the  Hofpital. 

Whereas  it  will  be  for  the  general  Good  and  particular  Advantage  of  Committee  to 
this  State,  to  tax  the  Inhabitants  and  rateable  Eftatet  therein  : It  is  Voted  eflimiteEf- 
and  Refolved,  That  at  the  next  Seffion  of  this  Aflembly  a Ta*  fliall  be 
made,  for  fuch  a Sum  as  it  ftiall  then  be  judged  the  State  can  bear  ; And 
that  for  the  more  equitable  apportioning  the  lame  upon  the  feveral  Towns, 

Thomas  Church,  Efq;  Mr.  John  Brown,  George  Pierce,  James  Arnold,  and. 

Shearjajhub  Bourn,  Efquires,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a Com- 
mittee to  eftimatc  their  Difference  in  Value  and  Ability,  fmcc  the  laft  ge- 
neral Eftiinitewas  taken;  and  that  faid  Committee  make  their  Report  to 
this  Affembly  on  the  third  Day  of  the  next  Seffion. 

We  the  Subfcribcrs  beg  Leave  to  proteft  againft  the  Vote  of  this  Proteft.. 
Houfe,  for  eftimating  the  Towns  of  Newport,  Portjmouth,  New-Hhoreham, 

Jameflown  and  Middletown,  upon  the  Tax  propofed  now  to  be  levied  upon 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  for  the  following  Reafons ; Firjl,  Becaul’e 
the  faid  Towns  at  prefent  are  in  the  Hands  ot  our  Enemies,  and  it  would 
appear  prepoftcrous  to  apportion  a Tax  on  thofe  Towns,  until  there  is 
a Power  to  levy  the  fame.  Secondly,  Becaufe,  while  they  are  in  Poffeftion 
of  the  Enemy,  it  is  impoftible  to  make  any  iatisfadlory  Judgment  of  the 
Value  of  theEftates,  or  the  Capacity  of  the  Inhabitants  to  pay  fuch  Tax. 

Thirdly,  Nor  can  it  be  known  what  Waite  may  be  made  before  the  Ene- 
my may  be  obliged  to  furrender  them.  Fourthly,  Becaufe  Taxation  and 
Reprefentation  ever  ought  to  go  Hand  in  Hand,  an  idea  an  American  ought 
never  to  depart  from  ; but  at  prefent  fornc  cf  thofe  Towns  are  entirely 
without  Reprefentation,  and  the  others  but  partially  reprefented.  Fifthly, 

Becaufe  it  muft  anfwer  every  dcfirable  End,  that  their  true  Proportion  of 
the  prefent  Tax  be  hereafter  apportioned  upon  then;,  when  it  may  be  in 
our  Power  to  levy  it ; and  that  it  may  be  Ipcedily  in  our  Power  is  our 
moft  ardent  Wiffi. 

John-  Tanner, 

Benjamin  Underwood, 

James  Concdon,  3d, 

Emmanuel  Case. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  John  Jenckes  be  requefted  to  have  Small-Armi 
the  Small-Arms  brought  from  Bedford,  belonging  to  this  State,  cleaned  he  re- 
and  repaired.  paired. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Meffieurs  Jacob  Greene  and  David  Committee xo 
lloell  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  forthwith  to  proceed  to  Baltimore,  go  to  Bain  . 
in  Maryland,  with  the  Accounts  of  this  State  againft  the  Cohtinent;  and 
that  they  prefent  the  lame,  and  apply  to  Congrefs  for  the  Balance  due  to 
this  State. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Hafzard,  Efq;  Paymafter  to  one  of  the  Battalions  C.HMih  ap- 
ordcred  to  be  railed  within  this  State,  is  now  in  the  JerJeys  : It  is  therefore 
Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Charles  Holden,  Efq;  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed  to  officiate  as  Paymafter  to  laid  Battalion,  until  the  Return  of  tlie 
laid  Jonathan  Hafzard. 
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Money  to  fce  Whereas  a Number  of  Prifoners  have  arrived  in  the  Town  of  Provi- 
Prtfa^t*who  Cartel  ydrel  from  Newport,  and  as  they  belong  to  and  are 

lately  arrived  the  United  States,  and  live  in  different  Governments,  and 

from  A>iu.  are  erreircly-deftitufe  of  Money  and  other  NeceflTafics,  this^AflTembly  think 
7*tA  that  ie  !te_(^  from  a Motive  of  Compafllon,  that  fome 

iD  tor  enable  them  to^procced  to  their  refpec- 
tillBkHsmkti  iBftd  Friends  j Whcrdfdfe’/J^ftfeaii  ThatT/bfflcs 

wm  skI  he  is  hereby  appointed  to,  jflakc  .ia»ia?  ffSQ 

«€IWdfti^  Perfon,  and  make  an 'ESitn^itfr  wi)»'StrnY, 
of  Moaey  ’ tilt  be  atifolutely  neceflary  for  their  Subfrftence,  uOfil  they 
can  get  to  their  feveral  Homes,  making  Allowance  for  the  charitable 
Reception  they  may  receive  upon  the  Roads,  and  make  immediate  Re- 
port thereof,  in  order  that  faid  Sums  may  be  paid  out  of  the  Genepl- 
Treafury,  to  be  diftributed  among  them. 

Independent  PaUd  aftd'  Rijblved,  That  this  General  Affembly  confider  the 

<?ompanies,  ’'pfeUffff  EyraUght.  of--Indcpendc'nt  Companies,  Alarm  Companies,  and 

Militia,  letc.  (EJiift^arties'b'f  K4iritl'a,‘as  doing  Dufy  upon  an  Alarm,  in  every  refpefl:. 
confidered  a»  f ' 

doing  Duty 
upon  an 
Alarm. 


rs^Pdtedhadd  Refohed,  That  the  Continental  Agent  be  an.d  he  is 
ffifc'feby  req'ueffed' to  advance  to  the  Priloners  lately  arrived  in  the  Cartel’ 
D.  Tillin^haji  fi’oMNewpsrt'^' -xMe  SKim  of  Fifty  Dollars,  in  fuch  Proportion  as  their  Uil- 
tance  from  Home,  and  Other  Circuniftances,  may  appear  to  require  ; and 
th^f  they  be  recommended  to  the  States  through  whiclt  they  may  p.afs. 


to  advance 
Money  to 
the  Prilbneri 
lately  re- 
deemed. 

R,  Smith  to 
apply  to  D 


to  the  Sol- 
dier!, who 
have  fince 
entered  on 
board  the 
Fleet. 

Adjourn- 

ment. 


'W'HER-feAS  Capt.  Royzd  SmitS  reprefented  unto  this  AffTembly,  that  a 
Number’of  Soldiers  whom  he  had  inlilled,  and  to  each  of  whom  he  had 
advanced  Monies  in  Confeq^uence  thereof,  have  fince  their  Inliftmeots  as 
aforefaid  cntereckon  board  the  (^ofttincmal^i; 

^sdvan«d*.  i^erefdreP^tedMtflieJ^~ed,%haz  Danirl  tiU'  -’ 


within  this  State,  lie  and  heis  hereby  requefted  to  pay  to  the  faid  Royzd 
y»jrr/i>'' the  Monies  he  has  fo  advanced,  he  producing  fufFicient  Vouchers 
of  htf  having  paid  the  fame  ; and  that  the  faid  Darnel  FiHingboJl  dedudt 
the  fame  from  their  Wages. 

is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  all  Bufinefs  lying  before  this  Affembly 
unfiniflied,  be  and  the  fame  is  hereby  referred  to  the  next  Seflion  •,  that 
the  Secretary  publiffi  the  A6ts  and  Orders  now  made  and  paffe’etr;  by  Beat 
bTDfum,  in  Providence,  within  Ten  Days  after  the  Rifing  of  this  Afiem- 
bly,  and  in  Thirty  fend  Copies  thereof  to  the  Sheriffs  of  each  County,  in 
fht 'State,  by  them  to  be  tranfmitted  to  each  Town-Clerk  iri  their  refpec- 
tive  ’Gpunties  •,  and  that  this  Affembly  be  and  the  fame  is‘1iereby  ad- 
jdOrned  to- the  Vwlk  Menday  of  March  next,  then  to  meet  at  Providence. 

GOD  fave  the  UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA. 

Ptiblijhed  according  to  Order,  on  Wednefday  the  Nineteenth  Day  of  Febru- 
ary, A.  D.  1777,  h , 

El  E N R Y WARD,  Sec  rj. 

A TRUE  Cory,  duly  examined  : 


WITNE^S^ 


P R 0 V 1 D E N C E:  Pj inted  by  John  Cartei 
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By  fundries  fold  at  Vendue,  as /rr  Bill,  ii6  iZ  ^ 

J.  Howland  to  And  the  Premifes  being  duly  confidered.  It  is  Voted  end  Refolvedt 

p»r  £tz  2s.  Xhat  the  faid  Account  be  and  the  lame  is  hereby  allowed  j and  that  the 
® * above  Balance  of  Eighty- two  Rounds  t wo  Shillings  and  Ninepence  f hr ee  Far- 

things Lawful  Money,  be  paid  by  the  faid  John  Howland,  jun.  into  the 
General-Treafury. 

2.  B.  Bradford  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Le  Barron  Bradford  be  at)d  he  rs 

cmfof'^’eTrM  empowered  to  draw  Sin  Hundred  Pounds  Lawful  Money  out  of  the 

fgry,  * Genfcfal-Treafury  and  that  the  Sum  of  Eighty-two  Pounds  "Two  Shillings 
iwd  Ninepence  Three  Farthings  Lawful  Money,  due  from  John  Howland  to 
this  State,  be  received  by  him,  in  Part  thereof. 

'y.Cangdon'iiw  IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  James  Congdon,  3d,  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  draw  Three  Hun- 
p te  ‘■*®  “'y*  Lawful  Money  out  of  the  General-Treafury. 

7.  Congdon  3d  to  Whereas  Mr.  Stephen  Potter  exhibited  unto  this  Aflcmbly  an  Ac- 
pay  s.  Pottir  count,  by  him  charged  againft  the  State,  for  lodging  Eighty-four  Men, 
^ ^ belonging  to  Capt.  Ifaac  Sergeant’s  Company  ofHorfe,  from  ConnefJicut, 

and  for  three  Cords  of  Wood  by  him  provided,  for  the  Lfle  of  faid  Com- 
pany : And  the  faid  Account  being  duly  examined.  It  is  Voted  and  Re- 
folved, That  the  fame  be  and  hereby  is  allowed ; and  that  the  Amount 
thereof,  bcxngTwo Pounds  Ten  Shillings  Lawful  Money,  be  paid  unto  the 
faid  Stephen  Potter,  by  James  Congdon,  3d. 

An  ACT  for  the  Relief  of  Perfons  of  tender  Con- 
fclenccs,  and  for  preventing  their  being  burthened 
with  military  Duty. 

Aft  for  the  Re-  £ }(  EtiaUed  hy  this  General  AJfembly,  and  by  the  Authorit's  thereof  it  is 
tender  Cm-" ^ ° That  any  Perfon  inhabiting  within  this  Stare,  and  of  a 

fcicncei.  lober  Life  and  Converfation,  who  can  and  lhall  frankly  and  freely  take  the 

Affirmation  hereinafter  preferi bed, before  theGovernor,  Deputy-Governor, 
or  either  of  the  Afliftants,  or  Juftices  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  produce  a 
Cer^catc  thereof,  or  if  one  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  lhall  produce  a 
Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  monthly  Meeting  to  which  he  belongs, 
thax.he  is  a Member  of  their  religious  Society,  fuch  Certificate  fhall  cxcufc 
ftfch  Perfon  from  all  military  Duty  whatever. 

The  Forh%  of  the  Affirmation. 

“ 1 A.  B.  dotincercly  affirm  and  declare.  That  the  Art  of  War  and 
^nd  theUfe  and  Exercifeof  Arms  therein,  either  offfenfively  or 
'dcfcnfivcly,  is  utterly  inconfiflent  with  my  Belief  as  a Chriftian  ; and 
that  I do  not  decline  and  refufe  the  Ufe  thereof  out  of  Obffinacy  or  Sin- 
gularity, but  for  Confcience  Sake.  And  this  Affirmation  I make  and 
give  without  Evafion,  or  mental  Refervation.” 

rAi«>  it  is  particularly  recommended  and  enjoined  on  all  Officers  im- 
^opwesed  by  this  Aft  to  acimmifter  this  Affirmation,  that  they  be  careful 
10  m#k«  Enquiry  into  the  I ives  and  Converfation  of  fuch  as  apply  to  them 
the  Benefit  of  the  fame,  and  be  fatis.fied  that  they  are  of  lober  Live? 

and 
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and  Converfadon,  agreeable  to  the  Intent  of  this  Aft,  before  he  ad- 
minifter  the  fame  ; any  Law,  Cuftom  or  Ufage,  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wife  notwithrtanding. 

PROVIDED  neverthelefs.  That  any  Thing  before  contained  in 
this  Aft  be  not  underftood,  or  conftrued  to  extend,  to  excufe  the  Per- 
fons  taking  the  Affirmation,  or  producing  the  Certificates  before  men- 
tioned, from  appearing  at  the  Requeft  of  any  civil  Magiftratc  to  . cx- 
tinguiffi  Fires,  remove  fick  Perfons,  Women  and  Children,  and  from 
affording  any  Kind  of  Afliftance,  of  a charitable  or  merely  civil  Na- 
ture, upon  any  Time  of  public  Calamity  and  Diftrefs. 

AND  it  iS' hereby  further  Enalied  and  Declared,  That  the  Aft  for 
Relief  of  Perfons  of  tender  Confciences,  made  in  the  Year  1743,  and 
that  Paragraph  in  the  Aft  for  regulating  the  Militia  that  requires  certain 
Duties  of  Perfons  of  tender  Confciences,  be  and  the  fame  are  hereby 
repealed. 

AND  be  it  further  Enadied,  That  no  Perfon  (hall  be  excufed  from 
any  future  military  Duty,  by  his  having  taken  the  Affirmation,  as  by 
the  Law  heretofore  enafted. 

Whereas  Mr.  David  Wilkinfon  exhibited  unto  this  Affembly  zn  D.  WtHin/or. 
Account,  by  him  charged  againlt  the  State,  for  fuperintending  the  Prefs  •**®**‘*^  5 
in  April  laft,  whde  printing  an  Emiffion  of  the  Lawful  Money  Bills  : 

And  the  faid  Account  being  duly  examined,  Jt  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That 
the  fame  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  and  ihat  the  Amount  thereof,  being 
Three  Pounds  tiix  Shillings  hz.'SiM  Monty , be  paid  unto  the  faid  David 
iVilkinfon,  out  of  the  Gcneral-Treafury. 

Whereas  Mr.  Stephen  Leach  unto  this  Affembly  an  Ac- S-  Ltach 

count,  by  him  charged  againft  the  State,  for  his  Tim.c,  Horfe-hire  and  " 

hxpences,  in  going  Kxprefs  to  his  Honor  Governor  Trumbull,  of  Con-t  ^ 
neblicut,  on  public  Bufinels,  by  Order  of  his  Honor  the  Governor  : And 
the  faid  Account  being  duly  examined.  It  is  Voted  and  Rejalved,  That 
the  fame  be  and  hereby  isallowed  j and  that  the  Amount  thereof,  being 
Three  Pounds  T wo  Shillings  and  Sixpence  Lawful  Money,  be  paid  unto  the 
faid  Stephen  Leach,  out  ot  the  General-Trcafury. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  whereas  the  General  Affembly  often  Rout  of  the 
in  Courfe  fits  upon  Little- Reji  Hill,  and  the  Courts  of  common  Law  Pod  altered 
often  hold  their  I'erms  there,  that  the  Port- Matter  General  be  requett- 
cd  to  cftablilh  a Pott  Office  there,  and  to  alter  the  Courfe  of  the  Pott, 
and  order  that  he  ride  from  Eaji-Greenwicb  \r\io  Nortb-Kingflown,  as  far 
as  Ezekiel  Gardner'^,  and  from  thence  to  turn  off  to  faid  Little-Reji  ; and 
that  the  Pott  from  the  Southward  turn  off  from  the  Road  heretofore  ufed 
at  John  Hawkins’s,  in  South-Kingflown,  and  meet  the  other  Pott  at  faid 
Little- Reft. 

Whereas  aNumber  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  preferred  a Petition  of 

Petition  to  this  Affembly,  fetting  forth.  That  for  Want  of  a proper  Guard  •'’*  Inhabi- 
to  watch  the  Shores  upon  the  Sea-Coatt  of  (aid  Town,  they  are  ''^>'y  refwed 
much  expofed  to  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy,  and  arc  almoft  daily  alarm-  to  General 
ed  by  their  Shipping  paffing  and  rc-paffing  their  Sea-Coaft,  in  Sight  of  sptnur. 
faid  Town,  wliere  it  is  ealy  for  them  to  land  their  Men  ■,  and  thereupon 
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present  of  thirty-six  men,  including  officers  ; and  that  by  a 
majority  of  said  company  present  at  Updike’s  Newtown,  on 
on  the  14th  day  of  April  inst.,  they  were  nominated  as  offi- 
cers to  said  company ; and  were  requested  in  their  behalf, 
to  make  application  to  this  Assembly,  to  grant  them  a 
charter,  with  the  same  privileges  as  have  been  granted  to 
other  independent  companies  ; and  thereupon,  the  said  pe- 
titioners prayed  this  Assembly  to  grant  a charter  to  the 
said  company,  and  commissions  to  them  ; and  that  they 
may  be  stationed  in  Updike’s  Newtown,  where  they  will  be 
ready  to  march,  completely  equipped,  to  any  part  of  the 
shore  where  the  enemy  may  land;  and  the  premises  being 
duly  considered, — 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  petitioners,  with  such 
others  as  shall  enlist  with  them,  not  exceeding  sixty-four 
men,  exclusive  of  commissioned  officers,  be  incorporated 
into  a separate  and  distinct  military  company,  by  the  name 
of  the  Newtown  Rangers,  to  be  commanded  by  one  captain, 
two  lieutenants  and  one  ensign. 

That  they  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  have  been 
heretofore  granted  by  this  Assembly  to  the  North  Provi- 
dence Rangers,  and  on  the  same  conditions ; and  that  the 
secretary  make  out  a fair  copy  of  the  act  incorporating  the 
said  North  Providence  Rangers  [mutcdis  mutandis),  to  be 
signed  by  His  Honor  the  Governor,  and  affix  the  seal  of 
the  state,  as  a charter  for  the  said  company  of  Newtown 
Rangers. 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  first  division  of  the 


r— ^ — -o- ^ 

Assembly,  passed  at  their  session  in  December  and  March 

last,  be  formed  into  companies,  as  are  by  said  resolves  di- 
rected ; and  that  they  march  to  such  part  of  the  shores 
within  their  respective  counties,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
commanding  officer,  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  this  cur- 
rent April,  properly  equipped,  to  relieve  those  that  are  now 
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upon  duty,  and  there  to  remain  and  do  duty  for  fifteen  days 
from  the  time  they  shall  actually  take  the  field. 

And  it  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  for  their  encourage- 
ment to  exert  themselves  in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
that  a bounty  of  ten  shillings,  lawful  money,  be  allowed  to 
each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  of  the  said  first 
division  of  the  second  draft  of  the  militia,  and  alarm  and 
independent  companies,  who  shall  do  his  duty ; and  that  all 
fines  which  shall  be  incurred  for  delinquency,  after  deduct- 
ing the  cost  and  fees  for  collecting  the  same,  shall  be 
equally  divided  among  the  non-commissioed  officers  and  sol- 
diers doing  duty,  who  belong  to  the  same  town  with  the  de- 
linquents who  shall  neglect  to  do  duty. 

And  it  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  that  in  case  of 
sickness  and  inability  to  do  duty  (which  alone  shall  excuse 
any  person),  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  either  of  the  field 
officers  of  the  regiment  of  the  district,  to  permit  such  a per- 
son to  hire  a man  to  do  his  tour  of  duty  ; and  if  such  sick 
and  unable  person  shall  be  so  extremely  poor  in  the  judg- 
ment of  such  field  officer,  as  to  be  unable  to  hire  a person 
in  his  stead,  that  such  field  officer  be  empowered  to  remit 
such  poor  person’s  fine. 

And  it  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  other  divi- 
sions of  the  independent  companies,  alarm  companies  and 
militia,  so  drafted,  as  aforesaid,  relieve  said  division,  agreea- 
bly to  said  resolves ; and  that  they  be  entitled  to  the  same 
wages  and  encouragement  as  are  allowed  said  division,  and 
be  subject  to  the  same  penalties. 

And  it  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  that  copies  of  these 
resolutions  be  immediately  sent  by  express  to  the  colonels 
of  the  militia  and  captains  of  independent  companies. 

/ It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  lists  of  the  male  inhab- 
itants within  this  state,  from  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  up- 
wards, that  have  been  taken  and  returned  to  this  Assembly, 
agreeably  to  a resolve  passed  at  the  last  session,  be  bound 
together,  and  lodged  in  the  secretary’s  office. 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  for  preventing  unnecessary 
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expense,  when  the  militia  and  alarm  men  of  this  state,  or 
any  part  thereof,  are  called  out  to  serve  in  the  pay  of  this 
state,  or  of  the  United  States,  no  more  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  pay,  than  a 
proper  number  in  proportion  to  the  privates,  that  is  to 
say: 

For  every  company,  less  than  thirty-six  privates,  one 
commissioned  officer,  one  sergeant  and  one  corporal. 

For  every  company  of  more  than  thirty-six,  and  under 
fifty  privates,  two  commissioned  officers,  two  sergeants  and 
two  corporals. 

For  every  company  of  more  than  fifty,  and  under  sixty- 
four  privates,  three  commissioned  officers,  three  sergeants 
three  corporals ; one  drummer  and  one  fifer. 

For  every  company  consisting  of  more  than  sixty-four 
privates,  four  commissioned  officers,  four  sergeants,  four  cor- 
porals, one  drummer  and  one  fifer. 

For  every  battalion  of  five  hundred  or  more  privates, 
three  field  officers. 

For  every  battalion  under  five  hundred,  and  not  less  than 
three  hundred  privates,  a lieutenant  colonel  and  a major. 

For  any  number  of  privates,  above  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  under  three  hundred,  one  lieutenant  colonel  or  one 
major. 

For  all  regiments  consisting  of  a number  not  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  privates,  the  eldest  commissioned  offi. 
cer  present,  shall  take  the  command  of  the  Avhole. 

That  every  officer  on  duty,  shall  be  allowed  the  same  pay 
tlmt  he  is  entitled  to  by  his  commission. 

That  to  each  regiment,  consisting  of  not  less  than  three 
hundred  privates,  pay  shall  be  allowed  for  one  adjutant  and 
one  quartermaster. 

That  any  regiment  consisting  of  less  than  three  hundred 
privates,  shall  not  be  alloAved  either  an  adjutant  or  quarter- 
master, unless  they  be  ordered,  and  shall  actually  march  out 
of  this  state  ; but  the  common  duties  of  those  officers  shall 
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be  performed,  when  within  the  state,  by  the  sergeant-major 
and  orderly  sergeants. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  and  it  is  further  voted  and  re- 
solved, that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Continental 
troops  within  this  state,  for  the  time  being,  have  liberty  to 
call  into  service  all  such  field  officers  as  he  shall  deem  ne- 
cessary for  the  public  service. 

And  it  is  further  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  several  in- 
dependent companies  within  this  state,  when  called  out  to 
service  in  the  pay  of  this  state,  or  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  allowed  pay  for  the  same  number  of  officers  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  privates,  as  are  in  the  foregoing  re- 
solve allowed  to  militia  and  alarm  men. 

Be  it  enacted  liy  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  au- 
thority thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  live  hundred  effective  men 
be  raised  by  the  several  towns  within  this  state  (excepting 
the  towns  of  Newport,  Portsmouth,  New  Shoreham  and  Mid- 
dletown) for  filling  the  Continental  battalions  raising  by 
this  state,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  May  next;  that 
they  be  proportioned  to  the  several  towns,  according  to  the 
number  of  polls ; and  that  Messrs.  John  Northup,  John 
Brown,  Nathaniel  Mumford,  Sylvester  Child,  Charles  Hol- 
den and  George  Pierce,  be  a committee  to  proportion  the 
same,  to  the  respective  towns  in  the  following  manner,  that 
is  to  say  : 

The  whole  number  already  enlisted,  who  are  proper  in- 
habitants of,  or  that  belong  to,  the  respective  towns  to 
which  said  men  are  to  be  proportioned,  be  added  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred ; and  the  proportion  be  formed 
upon  that  total,  giving  credit  to  each  town  for  those  already 
enlisted  from  such  town. 

It  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  each 
town  be  empowered  to  give  such  a sum,  over  and  above 
the  bounties  already  allowed,  as  they  can  agree  for,  with 
the  men  enlisting,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  £22,  lawful 
money. 

That  exact  accounts  be  kept  of  the  moneys  which  shall 
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be  expended  by  each  town,  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  re- 
funded to  them,  out  of  the  general  treasury ; and  that  no 
further  sum  be  given  as  a bounty  by  any  town,  either  in 
behalf  of  the  state,  or  at  their  own  expense. 

It  is  also  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the 
persons  whose  names  are  set  down  in  the  subsequent  list, 
be  appointed  and  empowered  to  receive,  out  of  the  gen- 
eral treasury,  the  several  sums  of  money  assigned  to  their 
names  respectively,  to  advance  the  bounties  allowed  by 
Congress,  and  this  state,  to  each  soldier  ordered  to  be  raised 
by  their  respective  towns,  to  wit : 


Names  of  Persons  appointed  hy  the  General  Assembly  to  advance 
the  Bounties  allotved  to  the  Soldiers  of  the  State. 

Amount. 


Mr.  James  Arnold,  for  the  town  of  Providence .£792 

Colonel  Chad  Brown,  for  the  town  of  Glocester 1,628 

Brigadier  General  West,  for  the  town  of  Scituate 2,024 

John  Dexter,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Cumberland 880 

Nehemiah  Knight,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Cranston GIG 

Uriah  Alverson,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Smithfield 968 

Captain  Joseph  Olney,  for  the  town  of  North  Providence  352 

Charles  Holden,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Warwick 1,584 

Thomas  Tillinghast,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  East  Greenwich 1,188 

George  Dyer,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  West  Greenwich  924 

Ephraim  Westcott,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Coventry 1,232 

Major  Sylvester  Gardner,  for  the  town  North  Kingstown 836 

Immanuel  Case,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  South  Kingstown 1,100 

Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Babcock,  for  the  town  of  Westerly 528 

Joseph  Hoxsie,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Charlestown 484 

Thomas  Wells,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Hopkinton 968 

John  Chapman,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Exeter 1,056 

Edward  Perry,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Richmond 748 

Mr.  Stephen  Smith,  for  the  town  of  Bristol 572 

Caleb  Harris,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Johnston 572 

Colonel  Nathan  Miller,  for  the  town  of  Warren 572 

Colonel  Nathaniel  Martin,  for  the  town  of  Barrington 352 

Perez  Richmond,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Little  Compton  792 

Benjamin  Underwood,  Esq.,  for  the  town  of  Jamestown 132 

Colonel  John  Cooke,  for  the  town  of  Tiverton 1,100 


It  is  also  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
if  any  town  shall  advance  the  said  bounties  to  any  person 
enlisted  by  them,  who  shall  not  pass  muster,  the  loss,  there- 
of, shall  be  borne  by  such  town. 

von.  VIII.  26 
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It  is  also  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
every  person  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  town,  and  lives 
in  another  town,  shall  be  assigned  to  the  town  where  he 
lives  or  belongs,  as  part  of  its  proportion;  such  town  re- 
funding the  sum  paid  to  such  enlisted  person  to  the  town 
which  enlisted  him. 

It  is  also  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
that  each  town  in  this  state,  which  shall  be  deficient  in 
raising  its  proportion  of  men,  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  as 
a fine  to,  and  for  the  use  of,  this  state,  <£10,  for  every 
soldier  they  shall  be  deficient  in ; to  be  recovered  in  any  of 
the  courts  of  record  within  this  state,  by  the  general  treasu- 
rer, thereof 

It  is  also  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
if  according  to  the  proportion  so  to  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  it 
shall  appear  that  any  town  in  this  state,  shall  have  furnished 
more  soldiers  who  were  inhabitants  of  such  town  than  shall 
be  thereby  reckoned  to  them,  they  shall  be  allowed,  and 
have  credit  given  to  such  town,  therefor ; and  upon  enlist- 
ing the  quota  by  this  act  assigned  them,  including  those 
that  have  not  been  credited  for,  as  aforesaid,  they  shall 
be  excused  from  any  fine  to  which  they  are  liable  by 
this  act,  for  not  raising  the  number  reckoned  to  them,  as 
aforesaid. 

It  is  also  further  enacted  by  the  authority,  aforesaid,  that 
if  in  the  said  proportion,  any  town  shall  have  credit  given 
for  more  men,  as  inhabitants  of  such  town,  than  they  have 
actually  furnished,  such  town  shall  be  obliged  to  make  up 
the  number  for  which  credit  shall  be  erroneously  given ; 
and  in  case  of  neglect,  shall  be  subject  to  the  fine  and  pen- 
alties by  this  act  imposed. 

It  is  also  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
the  secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  transmit 
copies  of  this  act,  and  also  of  the  act  proportioning  the  men 
assigned  to  the  respective  towns,  to  the  several  town  clerks 
in  this  state,  to  which  the  men  so  to  be  enlisted,  are  pro- 
portioned, within  four  days  after  the  rising  of  this  Assembly ; 
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and  that  the  said  town  clerks,  excepting  the  town  clerk  of 
Warren,  shall  within  three  days  after  the  receipt  thereof, 
issue  their  warrants  for  convening  the  inhabitants  of  their 
respective  towns,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into 
execution. 

Whereas,  Messrs.  John  Brown,  Sylvester  Child,  Nathaniel 
Mumford  and  Thomas  Holden,  presented  unto  this  Assem- 
bly, the  following  report,  to  wit ; 


Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  h determine  the  Quota  of 
Soldiers  to  he  enlisted  hy  each  Town  in  the  State. 

We,  the  Subscribers,  being  appointed  to  apportion  to  the  several  towns  the  number 
of  soldiers  yet  remaining  to  be  enlisted  in  the  Continental  battalions  raising  by  this 
state,  in  order  to  make  up  the  number,  including  those  already  enlisted,  to  one  thou- 
sand men,  do  report : 

That  we  have  made  a calculation  from  the  rolls,  returned  from  the  several  towns, 
and  after  crediting  each  town  with  the  number  of  soldiers  belonging  thereto,  which 
appears  by  the  returns  to  have  been  enlisted,  do  find  the  quota  yet  to  be  enlisted  by 
each  town,  to  be  as  followeth,  to  wit : 


Providence  

18 

Westerly  . . 

12 

Glocester 

37 

Charlestown  

11 

Scituate  

.46 

Hopkinton  

22 

Cumberland . 

20 

Exeter 

24 

Cranston 

14 

Richmond  

17 

Smithfield, 

22 

Johnston 

13 

North  Providence 

8 

Bristol 

13 

Warwick 

36 

Warren  

13 

East  Greenwich 

27 

Barrington  

8 

West  Greenwich 

21 

Little  Compton  

18 

Coventry 

28 

Jamestown  

3 

North  Kingstown  . . . 

19 

Tiverton 

25 

South  Kingstown  . . , 

25 

Captain  Lewis’s  return 

not  being  made. 

we  have  drawn  the  proportions,  without 

making  any  allowance  to  any  town  for  what  he  hath  enlisted. 


JOHN  BROWN,  NATHANIEL  MUMFORD, 

SYLVESTER  CHILD,  THOMAS  HOLDEN. 

And  the  foregoing  report,  being  duly  considered, — ‘ 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  same  be,  and  hereby  is, 
accepted;  and  that  the  number  of  soldiers  be  raised  by 
each  town  according  to  its  proportion  therein  assigned. 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  act  of  this  Assembly  for 
paying  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  during  their 
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attendance  on  the  Assembly,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  William  Potter  and  Daniel 
Rodman,  Esqs.,  be  empowered  to  let  the  lot  of  land  in  Point 
Judith,  lately  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Borland,  deceased,  on 
the  best  terms  possible,  to  any  person  that  has,  or  may 
subscribe  the  test. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  “ An  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  of  tender  consciences ; and  for  preventing 
their  being  burthened  with  military  duty.” 

Whereas,  the  invasion  of  this,  and  the  other  United 
States  of  America,  by  a powerful  enemy,  occasions  great 
distress,  and  very  heavy  burthen  of  expense,  upon  the  in- 
habitants ; and  whereas,  many  persons  within  this  state, 
possessing  property  therein,  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
act,  aforesaid,  and  avoided  contributing  their  equal  and  ne- 
cessary proportion  for  the  defence  of  our  rights,  privileges 
and  estates  ; and  from  which  they  do,  and  will,  derive,  in  all 
respects,  equal  benefit  and  protection  with  other  subjects  of 
this  state,  not  exempted  from  personal  military  service ; to 
prevent  which,  and  that  they  shall  in  future  bear  their  equal 
proportion  thereof, — 

/ Be  it  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  au- 
thority thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  the  captains  of  the  several 
companies  of  militia  and  alarm  men,  in  each  regiment,  shall 
make  return  to  their  respective  colonels,  or  other  command- 
ing field  officer,  of  all  persons  within  the  district  of  their 
said  companies  who  have  taken  the  affirmation,  or  produced 
certificates  from  the  meeting  of  Friends,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  any  draft  being  ordered  to  be  made  from  their  said 
companies ; which  colonel,  or  other  commanding  field  offi- 
cer, shall  cause  them  to  be  drafted  in  like  manner,  and  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers,  as  those  of  the  several  compa- 
nies, aforesaid,  shall  be  ordered  to  be  draughted. 

And  the  said  colonel,  or  other  commanding  field  officer, 
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shall,  immediately  after  such  draft,  give  in  a list  of  all  the' 
persons,  so  drawn  in  each  town,  to  the  town  council  of  such 
town ; and  thereupon,  such  town  council  shall  depute  and 
appoint  one  of  their  members  immediately  to  hire  so  many 
able  bodied  men  as  shall  equal  the  number  returned,  as 
aforesaid,  and  for  the  same  term  of  time  as  the  persons, 
aforesaid,  shall  be  drafted,  upon  the  best  terms  he  can,  at 
the  expense  of  the  persons  within  their  respective  towns,  so 
drafted,  as  aforesaid  ; each  person  so  drafted,  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  hiring  a person  in  his  room ; which  members  so 
deputed,  shall  make  immediate  return  of  the  persons  so 
hired,  to  the  colonel,  or  other  commanding  field  officer  of 
the  regiment  to  which  they  respectively  belong  ; and  shall, 
within  two  days  after  such  return,  give  notice,  thereof,  to 
the  persons  within  their  respective  towns,  on  whose  behalf 
they  shall  so  hire  them,  and  of  the  sums  they  shall  have  ad- 
vanced therefor,  as  aforesaid,  and  request  them  to  pay  the) 
same. 

And  upon  their  refusal  or  neglect,  for  the  space  of  five 
days,  to  pay  the  same,  the  town  council  of  the  town  where- 
in the  persons  so  refusing  to  pay,  reside,  and  upon  notice 
thereof,  from  their  member,  deputed,  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby 
empowered  and  directed  to  issue  a warrant  of  distress, 
signed  by  their  clerk,  and  directed  to  the  town  sergeant,  or 
any  of  the  constables,  of  the  same  town,  to  seize  and  distrain 
so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  person  or  persons 
refusing  or  neglecting,  as  aforesaid,  and  living  in,  or  belong- 
ing to,  the  same  town,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  sum 
advanced  to  hire  persons  in  their  behalf,  as  aforesaid,  and 
all  lawful  costs  and  fees ; which  warrant  shall  be  returnable 
into  the  town  clerk’s  office  of  the  same  town,  within  thirty 
days  after  the  date  thereof 

And  the  goods  and  chattels,  seized  and  distrained,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  sold  at  public  vendue,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  they  are  ordered  by  law  to  be  sold,  to  satisfy  military 
fines  and  forfeitures ; and  if  any  overplus  moneys,  arising 
from  the  sales  of  such  goods  and  chattels,  as  aforesaid,  after 
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deducting  all  lawful  demands,  shall  remain  in  his  hands, 
he  shall  lodge  the  same  with  the  said  town  clerk,  at 
the  time  he  shall  return  his  warrant,  as  aforesaid,  to  and  for 
the  use  of  the  person  from  whom  such  goods  and  chattels 
shall  be  distrained. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
in  case  any  person  drafted,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  shall  not  have  sufficient  goods 
and  chattels  in  his  possession,  whereupon  to  levy  the  said 
Warrant,  the  officer  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  directed,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  empowered  to  levy  the  same  upon  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  delinquent 
minor,  and  therewith  satisfy  and  pay  all  charge  of  hiring  a 
person  in  the  room  of  such  minor,  and  all  lawful  costs  and 
charges  on  that  account. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority,  aforesaid,  that 
for  each  person  hired,  as  aforesaid,  the  person  hiring  him, 
shall  be  allowed  six  shillings,  to  be  deducted  out  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  person  in  whose  stead  he  shall  be  hired,  to  be  taxed 
upon  the  warrant,  with  the  fees  of  the  clerk,  who  shall  have 
one  shilling  for  each  warrant  by  him  granted ; and  the  offi- 
cer making  the  distraint,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  ten 
per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  the  hire  of  each  person,  and 
upon  the  lawful  costs,  for  trouble  and  his  fees  in  collecting 
the  same. 

Aud  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority,  aforesaid,  that 
every  officer,  whether  civil  or  military,  who  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  comply  with  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this 
act,  shall,  upon  proof  and  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay 
for  each  offence,  £20 ; to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  in- 
formation, in  any  court  of  record,  within  this  state,  together 
with  ail  costs  of  prosecution  and  conviction ; one-half  of 
which  shall  be  paid  to  the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half 
into  the  general  treasury,  to,  and  for,  the  use  of  this  state. 

Provided  always,  alid  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  that  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  times  of 
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general  alarm,  when  the  whole  military  force  of  this  state 
shall  be  ordered  upon  duty  together,  and  at  the  same  time ; 
but  operate  only  when  detachments  or  parts  of  each  respec^ 
tive  company,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  ordered  to  be  drafted 
out  or  detached  for  actual  service. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
this  act  shall  take  place,  and  be  in  force  within  ten  days ; 
and  that  the  secretary  send  printed  copies,  thereof,  to  each 
colonel  or  commanding  field  officer  of  the  several  regi- 
ments of  militia  in  this  state,  to  the  several  captains  of  the 
companies  of  the  militia  and  alarm  men,  and  to  the  several 
town  clerks  within  this  state,  within  six  days  from  the  rising 
of  this  Assembly. 

Both  houses  being  resolved  into  a grand  committee,  made 
choice  of  the  following  officers,  viz. : 

James  Williams,  captain,  in  Colonel  Angell’s  battalion,  in 
the  room  of  Captain  Ephraim  Bowen,  who  declines. 

Samuel  Hicks,  first  lieutenant,  in  Capt.  Thomas  Arnold’s 
company,  in  Colonel  Greene’s  battalion. 

It  is  voted  and  resolved,  that  the  colonels  of  the  Conti- 
nental battalions  forthwith  make  a return  of  the  names  of 
the  men  enlisted  into  their  respective  battalions,  and  of  the 
places  of  their  nativity  and  residence,  at  the  time  of  their 
enlisting,  to  the  council  of  war ; and  that  the  said  colonels, 
and  the  several  town  clerks  within  this  state,  be  immedi- 
ately furnished  with  a copy,  hereof 

Whereas,  a petition  was  preferred  to  the  last  session  of 
this  Assembly,  by  Mr.  William  Hull,  requesting  to  be  dis- 
charged from  a certain  bond,  in  which  he  became  bound  for 
Mr.  Jonathan  Haszard,  paymaster  to  one  of  the  Continental 
battalions,  ordered  to  be  raised  within  this  state,  for  reasons 
in  said  petition  set  forth ; and  whereas,  the  said  Jonathan 
Haszard  hath  represented  to  this  Assembly,  that  he  con- 
ceives himself  injured  by  said  petition ; as  the  same  con- 
tains a misrepresentation  of  facts,  and  hath  prayed  this  As- 
sembly, that  the  same  may  be  inquired  into ; and  that  for 
that  purpose,  the  said  William  Hull  may  be  cited  to  ap- 
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MiliriaOffi;  jtf  is  Voted  and  Refolved^  That  Samuel  Keecb  be  Lieutenant  in  the 
MW  appoint-  p»QQjj,  gf  jgjjg  Smith,  who  declines,  and  Refolved  Smith  be  Enfign  in  the 
Room  of  yfwjw  who  declines,  of  the  Third  Company  of  Militia  of 
the  Town  of  Smithfield,  for  the  Year  enluing. 

Oflicersin  the  I T is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  for  the  future  when  the  Companies  of 
Militia  regu-  Militia  and  Alarm  Lilt  within  this  State,  or  Draughts  or  Detach- 
' ments  thereof,  fhall  be  called  out  to  Duty,  and  the  "Number  of  each 
Company,  Draught  or  Detachment,  (hall  not  exceed  Twenty  four  Rank 
and  File,  it  (hall  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Re- 
giment to  which  they  refpeflively  belong,  to  incorporate  them  into  Com- 
panies during  the  Time  of  their  Service,  and  direft  the  Attendance  of  fuch 
Commiifioncd  Officers  as  (hall  comport  with  the  Number  of  the  Com- 
panies fo  incorporated,  agreeable  to  a Refolve  of  this  Affembly  of  the 
Twentieth  of  April  laft  (allowing  where  the  Cafe  will  admit  one  commif- 
fioned  Officer  at  leaft  to  each  Town)  and  to  difmifs  all  fupernumerary 
Officers,  who  may  attend  with  fuch  Draughts,  Detachments,  or  Com- 
panies, before  they  enter  on  Duty. 


77*  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Henry  Ward,  Efq;  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  State  of  Majfachufetts- 
Moffacbujitts-  £ay,  to  reprefent  to  the  General  Affembly  of  faid  State  the  deplorable 
Condition  and  Circumftances  of  this  Government,  and  to  urge  the  moft 
prefling  Inftances  for  immediate  and  effeflual  Affiftance. 


U.  War  Ha 
proceed  to 


C.  Rolitn  al-  Whereas  Mr.  Charles  Holden  exhibited  unto  this  Affembly  an  Ac- 
lowed  count,  by  him  charged  agaitift  the  State,  for  Cafh  paid  to  fundry  Per- 

fons  for  Viftuals,  Drink  and  Horfe-keeping,  by  them  fupplied  to  a Com- 
pany of  Volunteers,  while  apprehending  and  fecuring  a Number  of  fuf- 
pefled  Perfons : And  the  faid  Account  having  been  duly  examined. 
It  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  •.  and 
that  the  Amount  thereof,  being  ’Twenty-fi'vt  Pounds  and  Seventeen  Shillings 
Lawful  Money,  be  paid  the  faid  Charles  Holden,  out  of  the  General-Trea- 
fury. 


jy.  Vincent  to  IT  IS  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  William  Vincent,  Efq-,  be  and  he  is 
repair  Poyi-  f^greby  appointed  to  repair  the  Bridge  in  Wejierly,  dividing  between  this 
eatuck  Bridge.  ^ State  of  Connedlicut : That  he  from  T ime  to  Time  keep  in  Repair 
fuch  Part  of  faid  Bridge  as  belongeth  to  this  State  to  keep  up  and 
maintain  i and  that  he  make  Report  thereof  to  this  Affembly. 


7.  JngeU  a\-  Whereas  Col.  Tfrael  Angell  \-T\d,  before  this  Affembly  an  Account,  by 
lowed  4 6/.  him  charged  againft  the  United  States,  for  tranfporting  a Quantity  of 
Medicines  from  Norwalk  to  Providence:  And  the  faid  Account  being 
duly  examined.  It  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  and  hereby  is 
allowed  ; and  that  Four  Pounds  Stx  Shillings  and  Lawful  Money, 

being  the  Amount  thereof,  be  paid  unto  the  faid  Ifrael  Angell,  out  of  the 
General-Treafury. 

7.  HufatrJ  JT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Jonathan  Hafzard  be  continued 
P°a"'io*fter  Paymaftcr  One  Week  from  the  Rifing  of  this  Affembly  and  that  Col. 

Hoxfte\niorm  him  thereof;  and  alfo  that  if  he  doth  not  procure 
fufficient  Security  for  his  faithful  Performance  of  faid  Office  within  that 

Time; 
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Time  to  the  Satisfaftion  of  the  Council  of  War,  that  another  Perfon  will 
be  by  faid  Council  appointed  Paymafter  in  his  Room. 

/T*  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Holden^  who  is  appointed  C.  HtiJtnto 
to  difpofc  of  to  the  Soldiers  the  Goods  forwarded  for  their  Ufe  by  this  P“fchafe 
State,  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  purchafe  Scales,  Weights,  Mca- 
fures.  Paper  and  Ink,  ncceflary  for  tranfaiSting  the  Bufincfs,  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  this  State. 

Whereas  an  Execution  iflued  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Crcmel  Child,  againfl:  C.CkHJto 
Sj/as  Cooke,  of  Warwick,  from  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the  Inferior  Court  'St's 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  returnable  to  the  faid  Inferior  Court,  held  on  the 
Third  Monday  oi  January,  A.  D.  1775,  was  ferved  on  the  Body  of  the  Cotke, 
faid  Silas  Cooke,  but  the  faid  Silas  was  fick,  and  could  not  be  removed  to 
Gaol  before  the  Return  of  faid  Execution,  whereby  the  faid  Cromel  hath 
loft  all  Benefit  thereof ; It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Clerk 
of  faid  Inferior  Court  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorifed  and  empowered  to 
iflue  an  alias  Execution  on  the  Judgment  on  which  faid  Execution  iflued  ; 
and  that  the  fame  be  returnable  to  the  next  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  to  be  holden  in  faid  County  of  Kent. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Pri-  Artillery 
vates  in  the  Train  of  Artillery,  be  not  permitted  in  future  to  inlift  into  Mf"  ‘0 
the  Continental  Battalions,  any  Refolve  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  J,"her'cor^^ 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  a Committee  of  Three  Perfons  be  ap-  Committee  to 
pointed  in  Behalf  of  this  State,  to  meet  Committees  from  the  General  confer  with 
Alfemblies  of  the  States  of  New-Flamfjhire,  Maffaebufetts-Bay,  ConneSlicut 
and  New-Tork,  at  the  Town  of  Spring f eld,  in  the  County  of  Hampfhire,  o*iher  States, 
in  the  State  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  on  the  Thirtieth  Day  of  this  inrt. 

July,  in  cafe  faid  Aflemblics  fhall  think  fit  to  appoint  fuch  Committees, 
then  and  there  to  hold  a Conference  rcfpeifting  the  State  of  the  Paper 
Currency  of  the  faid  States,  of  the  Expediency  of  calling  in  the  fame  by 
Taxes  or  otherwife,  of  the  moft  efFedual,  expeditious  and  equal  Method 
of  doing  it,  and  to  confult  upon  the  beft  Means  for  preventing  the  De- 
preciation and  counterfeiting  the  fame ; and  alfo  to  confider  what  is  pro- 
per to  be  done  with  Refped  to  the  Ads  lately  made  to  prevent  Mono- 
poly and  Oppreffion,  and  to  confer  upon  the  late  Ads  for  preventing  the 
Tranfportation  by  Land  of  certain  Articles  from  one  State  to  another; 
and  to  confider  fuch  other  Matters  as  concern  the  immediate  Welfare  of 
faid  States,  and  arc  not  repugnant  to  or  interfering  with  the  Powers  and 
Authorities  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  j and  particularly  to  confider 
of  and  folicit  fome  more  fure  and  effedual  Method  to  keep  up  a fuffi- 
cient  Army  to  oppofe  that  Body  of  the  Enemy  which  is  now  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Ifland  of  Rbode-Ifland  -,  and  that  they  report  the  Refuit  of 
their  Conference  to  this  General  Aftcmbly. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  One  of  the  Divifions,  confifting  of  the  One  Sixth 
One  Sixth  Part  of  the  Independent  and  Alarm  Companies  and  Militia  f’*''' the 
heretofore  draughted,  and  One  Half  of  aDivifion,  be  immediately  called  *'**'|!'"*’ 
upon  adua!  Duty  : That  the  Field-Officers  of  the  fevcral  Regimentsf 
Militia,  and  Commanders  of  Independent  and  Alarm  Companies,  call  upon 
Duty  the  Divifion  which  is  next  in  Order  to  the  Divifion  which  laft  did 

B Duty, 
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Officer! 

chofeiu 


Duty,  agreeable  to  faid  Draught,  and  One  Half  of  the  next  fucceeding 
Divifion,  to  be  draughted  under  the  Direftion  of  faid  Field-Officers  and 
Commanders  of  Companies  : That  they  continue  in  Service  for  the  Space 
of  Fifteen  Days,  and  be  relieved  at  the  Expiration  of  faid  Time  by  the 
other  Half  of  faid  Divifion,  and  one  other  Divifion,  in  the  Order  in  which 
faid  Divifions  were  drawn,  to  continue  in  Service  during  faid  Time } and 
that  the  Divifions  on  adlual  Duty  from  Time  to  Time  be  relieved  and 
^do  Duty  in  Manner  as  is  before  diredted. 

1 1 is  further  Fated  and  Re/olved,  That  a Bounty  of  7en  Shillings  Law- 
ful Money  be  allowed  to  each  non-commiffioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who 
hath  been  draughted,  and  ffiall  do  Duty  as  aforefaid.  And  further^  That 
all  Fines  which  fhall  be  incurred  for  Delinquency,  after  deducing  the 
Cods  and  Fees  for  colledingthe  fame,  ffiall  be  equally  divided  among  the 
non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  doing  Duty,  who  belong  to  the 
fame  Town  with  the  Delinquents  who  ffiall  negled  to  do  Duty. 

J T is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  in  cafe  any  Officer  or  Soldier 
in  each  Divifion,  who  were  draughted  as  aforefaid,  ffiall  negleA  to  appear 
at  Time  and  Place  ordered  by  his  refpeftive  fuperior  Officer  or  Com- 
mander, cither  by  himfelf  or  a good  able-bodied  and  fuitable  Perfon  in  his 
Stead,  complcatly  equipped  with  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  to  enter 
•upon  and  perform  fuch  military  Duty  as  ffiall  be  enjoined  him,  he  ffiall 
be  liable  to  pay  as  a Fine  for  each  Day’s  Negleft  the  Sum  of  Five  Shillings 
Lawful  Money,  to  be  levied  and  colledled  by  Warrant  of  Diftrefs,  from 
the  Captain  or  other  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Company  for  the  Time 
being,  direfted  to  the  Clerk,  unlefs  the  Perfon  fo  deficient  ffiall,  before 
the  Expiration  of  faid  Fifteen  Days,  pay  to  the  faid  Captain  or  Command- 
\ ing  Officer  of  faid  Company  to  which  he  belongs,  the  Fine  due  for  his 
\not  appearing  as  aforefaid. 

AND  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved^  That  the  feveral  Commanders 
of  the  refpeftive  Companies  who  were  draughted  as  aforefaid,  caufe  their 
feveral  Companies  to  becompleatly  equipped  with  Arms,  and  every  other 
necelfary  Accoutrement ; and  if  any  in  faid  Company  who  have  been  ad- 
judged by  the  Town-Council  in  their  refpeftive  Towns  to  be  unable  to 
furniffi  themfelves  therewith,  ffiall  appear  not  duly  equipped,  the  Com- 
manders of  faid  Companies  are  direfted  to  apply  to  faid  Town-Councils, 
who  are  hereby  empowered  and  direfted  to  furniffi  them  with  Arms  and 
Accoutrements,  agreeable  to  the  Refolve  of  this  Aflembly. 

AND  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  immediately 
tranfmit  Copies  hereof  to  the  feveral  Colonels  of  Militia,  and  Commanders 
of  Independent  and  Alarm  Companies,  within  this  State. 

Both  Houfes  in  a Grand  Committee  made  Choice  of  the  Honorable 
Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq;  the  Honorable  William  Bradford,  Efq;  and  Paul 
Mumford,  Efq;  to  be  a Committee  to  meet  Committees  of  the  other  New 
England  States,  and  New-Tork,  at  Springfield,  on  the  Thirtieth  of  July 
current. 

Abraham  Andrews,  Second  Lieutenant  in  Capt,  Riggs's  Company,  in 
Col.  Crary's  Regiment,  in  the  Room  of  Alexander  Thomas,  who  refigns. 

Jofepb  Chace,  Enfign  in  faid  Company,  in  the  Room  of  Andrews,  ad- 
vanced, Whereas 
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Aft  for  nESO  LVE D,  That  one  Half  of.  the  Militia.  Alarm;  In« 
oh'hfMi!  d^penJeni,  and  Artillery  Companies,  be  drafted  from  the 

Uiia,  &c.  * Militia.  Alarm,  Independent,  and  Artillery  Companies,  withig 

this  State,  on  the  twenty-feveiuh  Day  ol  September That 
they  march  to  and  rendezvous  at  fi,ich  Place  or  Places  as  fhallbe 
direded  by  the  Honorable  Major-General  Spencer^  on  tlie  firlt 
Day  of  OBober  next  ; and  that  they  remain  and  continue  to 
do  Duty  for  the  Space  of  one  Momh  from  the  faid  firft  Day 
of  OHoper,  imlers  Iboner  dilcharged  by  General  Spencer ; any 
Refolve  to  the  Contrary  hereof  notwithftanding  ; and  the  Co- 
lonels, or  in  their  Abfence  the  next  Conamanding  Officer  of 
the  feveral  Regiments  of  Militia,  and  Commanders  of  faid  Com^ 
panies,  are  direfted  to  call  together  by  Companies  their  re- 
ipeflive  Regiments  and  Companies,  on  Saturday  the  faid  iwen- 
ty-fevenih  Day  of  September,  at  fuch  Place  as  fhall  be  appoint- 
ed by  them,  and  may  be  moft  convenient  for  the  faid  Regi- 
rnents  and  Companies  ; and  that  they  caufe  faid  Draft  then  to 
be  made  ; and  that  the  Perfons  who  fhall  be  drafted  as  afore- 
faid  be  duly  equipped  with  Arms  and  Accoutrements  accord- 
ing to  Law. 

XT  is  further  RefoheJ,  That  faid  one  Half  of  the  Militia, 
Alarm,  Independent,  and  Artillery  Companies,  who  fhall  be 
drafted  as  aforefaid,  be  formed  into  one  Brigade,  to  confjfl  of 
lix  RegimentSj  each  Regiment  to  be  commanded  by  one  Col. 
one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  one  Major,  and  to  conlift  of  eight 
Companies,  each  Company  to  be  led  by  one  Captain,  one 
Lieutenant,  and  one  Enfign  : That  faid  Brigade,  Regiments 
and  Companies,  be  formed  under  the  Dire^fion  of  the  Hon. 
Major-General  Spencer.  And  Ezekiel  Cornell,  Efq;  is  hereby 
appointed  Brigadier- General  to  command  the  fame.  Trovi^ed 
tieverthele/s,  and  it  is  further  Rejolved,  That  General  Spencer  be 
empowered  to  form  faid  Men,  who  fhall  be  drafted  as  afore- 
faid, into  two  Brigades,  if  he  fhould  think  it  neceflary,  and 
moft  for  the  public  Service  ; and  in  that  Cafe,  that  one  of  the 
laid  Brigades  be  commanded  by  the  faid  Ezekiel  Cornell,  and 
that  the  other  Brigade  be  commanded  by  an  Officer  who  fhall 
be  appointed  by  the  Council  of  War,  by  and  with  the  Advice 
of  General  Spencer  ; and  the  Council  of  War  are  empowered 
to  appoint  the  other  proper  Officers  to  faid  Brigade,  who  fhall 
be  entitled  to  the  fame  Pay  and  Rations  as  Officers  of  the  fame 
Rank  in  the  Continental  Service. 

AND  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Perfons  who  fhall  be 
drafted  as  aforefaid.  to  exert  themfelves  in  Defence  of  their 
Country,  It  is  further  Re/ohed,  That  each  non-commiffioned 
Officer  and  Private  who  fhall  be  drafted  as  aforefaid,  and  fhall 
do  their  Tour  of  Duty,  fhall  be  allowed,  as  a Bounty,  forty 
Shillings,  lawful  Money,  for  one  Month’s  Service,  and  in  the 
fame  Proportion  for  a Ihortei"  Time,  and  the  fame  Wages  and 
Rations  as  are  allowed  the  non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Pri- 
vates in  the  Continental  Service.  1 T 
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IT  //  further  Re/olveJ,  That  the  Town-Council,  or  any 
one  of  them,  of  the  feveral  Towns  within  this  State  in  which 
a Commiflary  doth  not  refide,  furnifh  the  Men  drafted  within 
their  refpciftive  Towns  with  three  Days  Provifions,  and  that 
they  forward  to  the  Place  of  thei-  Rendezvous  the  Camp  Uten- 
fils  necelTary  for  their  Ufe. 

TT  it  farther  Re/olveJ,  That  if  any  Perfon  who  fhall  be 
drafted  as  aforefaid  lhall  appear  not  duly  equipped,  that  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Company  to  which  he  belongs  be 
empowered  to  imprefs  a Gun,  or  whatever  Accoutrements  he 
may  Rand  in  Need  of. 

IT  is  further  Re/oheJ,  That  if  any  Colonel  of  faid  Regi- 
ments,’or  Commanders  of  faid  Companies,  fhall  negledl  to  call 
together  faid  Regiments  or  Companies,  or  to  caufc  faid  Draft 
to  be  made  agreeable  to  this  Rcfolvc,  or  if  any  Officer,  I0 
■whom  a Warrant  fhall  be  direfled  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid, 
fhall  negledl  to  do  his  Duty,  every  fuch  delinquent  Officer 
fhall  pay  as  a Fine,  to  the  Ufe  of  this  State,  the  Sum  of  fifty 
Pounds,  lawful  Money  ; and  if  any  Perfon  who  fhall  be  draft- 
ed as  aforefaid,  and  fhall  hegle^l  to  do  Duty  agreeab^i  to  this 
Refolve,  or  to  hire  a Man  to  do  his  Tour  of  Duty,  tile  Town- 
Council  of  the  Town  in  which  fuel)  Perfon  refides  are  em- 
powered to  hire  a Man  in  the  Room  of  fuch  delinquent  Per- 
fon, and  to  provide  in  Manner  as  is  direded  by  an  Ad  for 
the  Relief  of  tender  Confciences. 

j4  N D it  is  further  Re/oJveJ,  That  if  by  any  Means  faid 
Regiments  and  Companies  cannot  be  called  together,  and  faid 
Draft  made,  on  the  laid  twenty-feventh  Day  oi September,  that 
in  that  Cafe  faid  Regiments  and  Companies  be  called  together, 
and  faid  Draft  be  made,  on  the  twenty-eighth  Day  of  Septem* 
her  inftant. 

^ N D it  is  further  Re/oIveJ,  That  the  Field-Officers  of  the 
feveral  Regiments  of'Militia,  and  Commanders  of  the  feveral 
Independent,  Alarm,  and  Artillery  Companies,  repair  to  the 
Town  of  ‘Providence  on  Monday  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  Sep- 
tember in  ft.  then  and  there  to  receive  the  Orders  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  War,  or  General  Spencer. 

IT  is  further  RefoheJ,  That  Copies  hereof  be  forthwith 
tranfmitted  to  the  Colonels  of  the  feveral  Regiments  of  Militia, 
and  Commanders  of  Independent,  Alarm,  and  Artillery  Com- 
panies, within  this  State. 

IT  it  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  General  A£Ierobly,^^'®*’^y  •• 
■which  is  by  Law  to  be  holden  on  the  laft  Wedutfdqy  of 

C next,0^/rnext. 
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One  Half  the  TT7  H E R E A S by  a Refolve  of  this  AfTembly  pafled  at' 
^ Semon,  one  Half  of  the  Militia,  Independent, 

/jlledou, I Artillery  and  Alarm  Companies  within  this  Stare  were 
draughtedj  and  have  done  Duty  for  One  Month  ; It  is  Voted 
and  Re/olved,  That  the  remaining  Half  Part  of  faid  Militia, 
Independent,  Artillery  and  Alarm  Companies,  be  draughted 
into  Two  Divifions,  oh  the  Sixth  Day  of  November  inft. 
Thar  on  the  Seventh  Day  of  November  inft.  one  of  the  fard 
Divifions,  being  firft  formed  into  Companies,  and  having  pro- 
per Ofllcers  alllgned  to  command  them  by  the  Field-Officers 
of  the  faid  Regiments  of  Militia,  and  Commanders  of  Inde- 
pendent, Artillery  and  Alarm  Companies,  (hall  march  to  fuch 
Place  or  Places  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  Gen.  Spencer,  or  his 
Succeftbr  in  Command,  and  do  Duty  for  the  Space  of  Thirty 
Days  from  the  faid  Seventh  Day  of  November  inft. 

1 T is  farther  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  each  non-commif* 
fioned  Officer  and  Private,  who  fhall  be  draughted  and  do 
Duty  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  allowed  as  a Bounty  Forty  Shil- 
lings, and  the  fame  Wages  as  are  allowed  the  non-commif- 
fioned  Officers  and  Privates  in  the  Continental  Service. 

1 7*  it  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  other  Divifion 
of  faid  Militia,  Independent,  Artillery  and  Alarm  Companies, 
be  formed  into  Companies,  and  officered  as  aforefaid;  and 
that  they  march  to  fuch  Place  or  Places  as  fhall  be  direefed  by 
Gen.  Spencer,  or  his  Succeftbr  in  Command,  on  the  Sixth  Day 
of  December  next,  and  do  Duty  for  the  Space  of  Thirty  Days, 
unlefs  difeharged  or  counterordcred  by  the  General  Aflembly, 
or  Council  of  War,  and  be  entitled  to  the  fame  Bounty  and 
Wages  as  the  faid  Firft  Divifion.  And  the  faid  Field-Officers, 
and  Commanders  of  Companies,  are  required  on  the  faid  Sixth 
Day  of  November  to  caufe  faid  Draught  then  to  be  made  upon 
the  Penalty  of  Fifty  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  for  the  Ufe  of 
this  State. 

I T is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  if  any  Perfon  who 
IhaJl  be  draughted  as  aforefaid  fhall  neglect  to  do  Duty,  or 
hire  a Man  to  do  his  Tour  of  Duty,  the  Town*Council  of  the 
Town  in  which  fuch  Perfon  fhall  refide,  are  empowered  to 
hire  a Man  in  the  Room  of  fuch  delinquent  Perfon,  and  to 
provide  in  Manner  as  is  directed  by  an  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
Perfons  of  tender  Confcience,  if  the  delinquent  Perfon  be  ad- 
judged by  fuch  Town-Council  of  fufticient  Ability  to  bear  the 
Expence  thereof;  or  otherwife  the  faid  Field-Officers  are  em- 
powered and  directed  to  proceed  in  Manner  as  is  directed  by 
a Refolve  of  the  Council  of  War,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Day 
of  September  laft.  1 T 

117.  R.  I. — General  Assembly  Providence;  A & R,  June-Dee. 
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7 7*  is  further  Voted  and  Refoived,  That  the  Towns  which 
have  furnifhed  their  Quota  of  the  Men  alligned  them  for  filling 
up  the  Brigade  raifed  by  this  State,  for  Fifteen  Months,  or  any 
Part  thereof,  lhall  have  Credit  and  be  excufed  from  an  equal 
Number  of  Men  now  ordered  out  to  do  their  Tour  of  Duty, 
to  be  drawn  by  Lot  from  thofe  of  the  refpedtive  Towns  who 
may  be  draughted  by  Virtue  of  this  Refolve. 

J T ti  further  Voted  and  Refohed,  That  the  Field-Officers  of 
far'd  'Regiments  be  diredted  to  caufe  all  fuch  able-bodied  Mea 
as  were  draughted  to  go  upon  the  late  intended  Expedition 
againfl:  the  Enemy  on  Rhode-ijland^  who  did  not  do  Duty 
themfelvcs,  and  in  whofe  Stead  fome  other  Perfon  did  not  do 
Duty,  to  do  their  Tour  of  Duty  with  the  Firfl  Divifion  now 
ordered  out. 

7 T is  further  Voted  and  Refohed,  That  Copies  of  this  Adi 
be  immediately  tranfmitred  to  the  Colonels  of  faid  Regiments^ 
and  Commanders  of  faid  Independent  Companies. 

WHEREAS  Jofas  Lyndon,  Efq;  laid  before  this  Af- 7-  Lyndon 
fembly  an  Account,  by  him  charged  againft  the  State,  for  his  *5^ 

Expences  and  Horfe-hire  to  ^outh-Kingflovsn,  to  attend  the 
General  Aflembly  as  Clerk  of  the  Lower  Houfe : And  the  faid 
Account  being  duly  examined.  It  is  Voted  and  Refohed,  That 
the  fame  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  ; and  that  the  Amount 
thereof,  being  Three  Pounds  Fifteen  Shillings  and  Sixpence 
lawful  Money,  be  paid  unto  the  faid  Joftas  Lyndon,  out  of  the 
General- Treafury. 

WHEREAS  Wiltiam  ChannUig,  Efq;  laid  before  this  Aflem-  td':  Charming 
bly  an  Account,  by  him  charged  againft  the  Stare,  for  his  Ex- jC? 
pences  and  Horfc-hire  in  attending  at  the  Two  laft  Seffions  of 
this  Affembly  as  Affiftant  Clerk  of  the  Lower  Houfe:  And  the 
faid  Account  being  duly  examined.  It  is  Voted  and  Refohed,  That 
the  fame  be  and  hereby  is  allowed  ; and  that  the  Amount 
thereof,  being  Seven  Pounds  Two  Shillings  lawful  Money,  be 
paid  unto  the  faid  William  Channing,  out  of  the  General- 
Treafury. 

I T is  Voted  and  Refohed,  That  the  Members  of  the  Coun-  Council  of 

cil  of  War  be  allowed  Twelve  Shillings  per  Day.  allowed 

i ^ t.  per  Day 

I T is  Voted  and  Refohed,  That  the  Council  of  War  be  and  Suitable  Per- 
they  are  hereby  diretfted  to  appoint  fiiitable  Perfons  to  apply  font  to  be  ap 
to  the  neighbouring  States,  and  requeft  of  them  to  fend  their 
refpedive  Quotas  of  Troops  to  defend  the  Shores  of  this  State  ; neighbouring 

and  States. 
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Further  Time 
ailovied  to  the 
cle'iinquent 
Towns  for 
railing  their 
Quotas  of  the 
Plate’s  Brigade. 


This  Airembly,  at  the  lad  SelTion,  having  orJeret]  Eight' 
Hundred  and  Thirty-nine  Men  tobe  raik-d  by 'the  Tcnih 
Jak,  for  filling  up  the  State’s  Brigade  ordered  at  the  Sd- 
fion  in  December  lad,  an<l  apportioned  the  fame  to  the  fevcral 
Towns,  lome  of  which  have  not  railed  the  Qiiuta  adigne 
them,  and  requeded  a iurthe'r  Time  for  that  bui  pofe  : It  :s 
therefore  Refohed,  Tfiat  Inch 'delinquent  ToVv^ns  diall  keep  up 
in  the  Field  fo  many  Men  from  the  Militia,  Alarm  and  Inde- 
pendent Companies,  in  fuch  Town,  as  they  are  deficient  in 
their  Quota  as  aforelaid,  until  the  lame  diali  be  compkated; 
That  the  Militia  fo  doing  Duty  lihall  be  entitled  to  the  Conti- 
nental Wages  and  Rations  only  : That  fuch  delinquent  Towns 
be  empowered  toraifethe  deficient  Numbers  as  alorefaid,  oit 
or  before  the  Sixteenth  Day  o{  July  ind.  and  that  the  Men  fo 
inliding  fhall  receive  the  Wages,  Bounties  and  Rations,  al- 
lowed by  the  laid  Refolve;  That  the  Colonel  or  Command- 
ing-Officer of  the  refpedtive  Regiments  of  Militia  in  this  State, 
be  direi!:tcd  to  make  Enquiry  Irom  Time  to  Time  of  the  Num- 
bers of  Men  raifeel  by  the  leveral  Towns  in  their  refpeclivc 
Didrids,  as  their  Quota  as  aforefaid,  and  to  draught  a lufB- 
cient  Number  out  of  the  Militia,  Alarm  and  Independent  Com- 
panies, to  make  good  fuch  Deficiency,  w'ho  lhall  do  Duty  for 
Fifteen  Days  each:  That  the  Men  which  lhall  be  lo  dranghteif 
do  Duty  in  the  Companies  and  under  the  Command  o(  Officers 
in  the  Twelve  Months  Brigade  : That  Inch  Towms  as  dial!  in- 
lid their  Qiiotas  by  the  laid  Time,  dial!  be  exculed  the  Fines 
they  may  have  incurred  by  their  Delinquency  ; and  that  the 
Town-Clerks  of  the  delinquent  Towns  make  a Return  of  the 
Numbers  of  Men  by  them  inlided  within  the  Time  limited,  to/ 
the  Council  df  War,  on  the  Seventeenth  Day  cl  Juf  inlf. 


^ N D ft  is  Ordered,  That  a Copy  heieof  be  immediately 
tranl'mitted  to  the  faid  Town-Clerks, 


« X X X X X 

■J)  Chace%  Pe-  WHEREAS  Daniel  Chace,  of  North-Kingfloivn,  in  the 
tltion referred.  County  of  Kings  County^  Yeoman,  preferred  a Petition  and 
reprerented  unto  this  Alfembly,  That  be  is  a true  and  fairhiuf 
Subject  of,  and  bears  true  Faith  and  Allegiance  to  the  United 
States  oi  .America  \n  general,  and  to  this  Stare  in  particular: 
That  he  hath  complied  with  all  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the 
State,  and  hath  at  all  Times  and  upon  all  Occafions  done 
Duty  as  a Soldier:  That  he  was  an  Inhabitjnc  of  the  IllancI 
of  ‘Prudence,  was  driven  from  thence  and  had  mo»t  of  his 
Ellate  deftroyed  by  the  Britip  Forces:  That  his  Father  fames 
Chueexs  now,  and  lor  the  Space  ol  Thirty  Years  hath  been  an 

Inhabitant 

595.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  East  Greenwich;  A & R,  Feb. -June 
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an  A<ft  of  this  AflembJy  for  confifcating  tlieEflates  ofPcr- 
fons  therein  tlefcribed. 

It  a Voteiand  RefolveJ,  That  the  Honorable  Jubez  Bov/en,  Committee  to 
Efq;  James  Al.  F arnum  and  Henry  ff'ard,  Efqrs.  be,  and  draught  Lct- 
they  arc  hereby,  appointed  a Gomrnittec  to  draught  a Letr 
ter  to  his  Excellency  General  Wajhington,  andt^fe  Delegates  the  Deiegateij 
of  this  State  in  Congrefs,  upon  the  Subjeft  of  the  Troops 
being  called  from  this  State,  and  prefent  the  fame  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  by  him  to  be  approved,  figned* 
and  forwarded  as  foon  as  may  be ; and  that  they  lay  a Co- 
py of  the  laid  Letters,  before  this  Aflembly  at  the  next 
Sellion. 

Whereas  Mr.  James  Sumner,  Major  of  Engineers,  exhi-  j,  Sumner  ai- 
bited  unto  this  Affcmbly  an  Account,  for  his  Subfiftence  *ow=d,^75. 
Money  from  the  i6th  of  March  to  the  i6th  of  yfugujl  A. 

D.  1779;  Which  being  duly  confidered.  It  is  Voted  and 
Refolvsd,  That  the  Amount  thereof,  being  Seventy-five 
^Pounds,  Lawful  Money  be  allowed  and  paid  the  laid  James, 

Sumner,  out  of  the  Gencral-Treafury. 

It  is  Voted  and  Ref'Jved,  That  Mr.  James  Sumner,  Major  J.  Sumner  zon'i 
of  Engineers,  be  end  he  is  Iieieby,  continued  in  Service  tiyued  in  Str- 
and Pay,  unal  the  further  Orders  of  this  Affembly. 


An  A C T for  the  better  forming,  regulating  and 
conducing  the  military  Force  of  this  State. 

WHEREAS  the  Security  and  Defence  of  all  free  AA  regulating 
States  effentially  depend,  under  God,  upon  the  Ex-  Miima. 
ertions  of  a well  regulated  Militia:  And  whereas  the  pre- 
fent Situation  of  this  State  demands  our  mofl  ferious  Atten- 
tion to  thofc  important  Objedts,  and  the  many  Laws  here- 
tofore enacted  for  efTcfling  thofc  valuable  Purpofes  have 
proved  inadequate  to  the  End  defigned  ; Wherefore,  for 
the  better  forming,  regulating  and  condu(5ling  the  military 
Force  of  this  State,  Beit  EncRed  by  th:c  General  AJJernbly, 
and  by  the  Authority  thereof  tl  is  hereby  Enaled,  That  all  et- 
feeffive  Males  between  the  Ages  of  Sixteen  and  Fifty,  ex- 
cept fneh  as  are  hereafter  excepted,  fhall  conffitutc  and 
make  the  milirary  Force  c.f  this  Stare;  and  that  the  fame 
be  divided  into  Companies.  Batraliou'^  and  Brigades,  in  the 

D following 

118.  R.  1. — General  Assembly,  South  Kingstown;  A & R,  Oct. 
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following  Manner,  v\z.  Thofe  in  the  Cou.ity  ofTrovldcKce 
To  form  one  Brigade,  thofe  in  the  County  of  Kings  Connty 
To  form  one  Brigade,  thofe  in  the  Counties  of  Newport  and 
Brifiol  to  form  one  Brigade,  and  thofe  in  the  County  of 
Kent  to  form  one  Brigade  ; each  Brigade  to  be  command- 
ed by  a Brigadier-General,  aflifled  by  a Brigade-Major  : 
That  the  Brigade  in  the  County  of  Providetice  confift  of 
three  Battalions,  the  Brigade  in  the  County  of  Kings  Ccun- 
tj  of  three  Battalions,  the  Brigade  in  the  Counties  of  New- 
fsrt  and  Brijlol  of  two  Battalions,  and  that  the  Brigade  in 
the  County  of  Kent  confill  of  two  Battalions;  That  each 
Battalion  be  commanded  by  one  Lieutenant-Colonel  Com- 
mandant, and  one  Major. 

he  it  further  EnaBed  Ij  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Towns  of  'Trovidence,  Cranfion^  JohnJlon  and  North- 
Frovidence,  conftitute  one  Battalion;  the  Towns  of  Smith- 
field  and  Cumberland,  one  Battalion;  and  the  Towns  of 
Scituate  and  Gloucefer,  one  Battalion  : That  the  Towns  of 
Weflerly,  CharleJio%vn  and  Hepkinton,  conftitute  one  Batta- 
lion; the  Towns  of  North-Kingftown  and  Exeter,  one  Bat- 
talion; and  the  Towns  oi  South- Kingflown  o.v\d  Richmond, 
one  Battalion:  That  the  Towns  of  Newport,  Middletown, 
Fortjmouih  and  'JameJiown,  conflitute  one  Battalion  : That 
the  Towns  of  Brifiol,  Warren  and  Barrington,  conflitute 
one  Battalion  ; and  that  the  Towns  of  Tiverton  and  Little- 
Compton  conftitute  one  Battalion:  That  the  Towns  of  War- 
wick and  Eafl-Greenwich  conflitute  one  Battalion ; and  that 
the  Towns  of  Wefl-Greenwich  and  Coventry  conflitute  one 
Battalion. 

^nd  be  it  further  Enabled,  by  the  Authority  aforejaid.  That 
each  Battalion  confifl  of  Infantry  Companies  according  to 
its  Strength,  not  exceeding  Ten,  one  Company  of  Artille- 
ry, and  one  of  Horfe  : That  ea,ch  Company  of  Infantry  be 
commanded  by  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  one  Eii- 
lign,  and  that  the  Non-coramiffioned  Officers  of  each  Com- 
pany be  Three  Serjeants,  Three  Corporals,  One  Drummer, 
and  One  Fifer : That  each  Company  of  Artillery  cor.fin; 
of  Twenty-four  MatrofTes,  Two  Serjeants,  Two  Corporals, 
and  Two  Gunners,  and  be  commanded  by  One  Captaiu- 
Ideutcnant,  and  One  Lieutenant:  That  each  Company  of 
Horfe  confifl  of  not  lefs  than  Thirty-two  Privates,  Three 
Corporals,  Two  Serjeants,  and  One  Trumpeter,  and  be 
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commanded  by  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  one 
Cornet. 

And  he  it  further  EncBcd^  That  befides  the  Officers  and 
Non  cornmiffioned  Officers  before  mentioned,  there  be  ap- 
pointed to  each  Brigade  one  Qiiarter- Mafter,  one  Commif- 
iary,  and  one  Forage-Mailer,  to  be  taken  from  the  Line ; 
that  to  each  Battalion  there  be  appointed  one  Adjutant,  one 
Quarter-Mailer,  and  one  Pay-Mailer,  to  be  taken  from  the 
Line,  and  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Surgeon’s-Mate  ; and 
that  there  be  alfo  appointed  to  each  Battalion,  from  the 
Lifts  of  Serjeants,  Drummers  and  Filers,  one  Serjeant-Ma- 
jor, one  C^iarter-Mafter  Serjeant,  one  Drum-Major,  and 
one  Fife-Major. 

And  he  it  further  Er.c8ed,  That  there  be  Four  Infantry 
Companies  in  the  Town  of  Providence,  Two  in  the  Town 
of  Cranfton,  Two  ih  the  Tov/n  oi  JoknJion,  and  one  in  the 
Town  of  North'Providencc  \ That  there  be  Three  Infantry 
Companies  in  the  Town  of  Smithfield,  and  Three  in  the 
Town  of  Curnherland:  That  there  be  Six  Infantry  Compa- 
nies in  the  Town  of  and  Four  in  the  Town  of 

Gloucefter  : Alfo  that  there  be  Three  Inlancry  Companies 
in  the  Towm  of  JPeftcr'y,  Two  in  tlia  Town  of  Cbarlefloivn, 
and  Three  in  the  Town  of  Hopkinton  : That  there  be  Four 
Infantry  Companies  in  the  Town  of  North- Kingfloivn,  and 
Two  in  the  Town  of  Exeter  : That  there  be  Four  Infantry 
Companies  in  the  Town  of  South-Kingflo-jun,  and  Two  in 
ill  the  Tewn  ol  Kichmoud : Alfo  that  there  be  Two  Infan- 
try Companies  in  the  Town  of  Brijiol,  Two  in  the  Town 
Ol  PEcrrcn,  and  one  in  the  Town  of  Barrington-.  That  there 
be  Four  Inlantry  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Newport^ 
Two  in  ti)e  Town  ol  Portfmouth,  one  in  the  Town  of  Mid- 
dletovjn,  and  one  in  t.he  Town  of  femeflown  : That  there 
be  Three  Infantry  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Tivertoni 
and  Two  in  the  fovi'n  of  Littie-Compton : And  alfo  that 
there  be  Three  Infantry  Companies  in  the  Town  ol  War- 
-u/kk,  and  Two  in  the  Town  of  Eajl-Greeniuich  And  that 
there  be  Four  Infantry  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Coventry^ 
and  Three  in  the  Town  ol  lFe(l-Green-wid\ 

And  le  it  further  Enafted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
each  and  every  cfTtcftivc  Man  as  aforefaid  (hall  provide,  and 
at  all  times  be  furnifhed,  at  his  own  Expcnce  (excepting 
Inch  Perfons  as  the  Town-Councils  of  the  Towns  in  which 

they 
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they  refpeclivdy  dwell  or  rcfide  fliall  adjudge  unable  to 
purc!)afe  the  fame)  with  one  good  Mufquer,  and  a Bayo- 
net fitted  thereto,  with  a Sheath  and  Belt,  or  Strap,  for  the 
fame,  one  Ram-rod,  Worm,  Priming- wire  and  Brufh,  and 
one  Cartoueh-Box. 

^nd  be  it  further  EnaSed  by  the  Authority  uforefaid,  That 
the  Artillery  Companies  be  formed  in  their  refpedive  Bat- 
talions at  the  Diferetion  of  the  Field -Ofheers,  with  the  Ap- 
probation of  their  refpedive  Brigadiers,  due  Regard  being 
had  to  their  local  Situation  and  Abilities. 

And  whereas,  by  the  Experience  of  all  Ages,  it  has  been 
found  expedient,  for  the  better  Support  of  Stibordination 
and  military  Difeipline,  to  form  feparate  and  diflind  Corps, 
which  fliall  take  in  the  different  Degrees  and  Orders  of 
effedlive  Men,  fo  far  as  refpedl  theii  Offices  and  Stations  in 
Life  ; and  whereas  this  Affembly,  influenced  by  this  Prin- 
ciple of  general  Utility,  have  ever  exempted  certain  Perfona 
from  ferving  promifeuoufly  in  the  Militia  Battalions  ; ne- 
verthelefs,  as  the  Public,  in  Cafes  of  Neceffic}^  had  and  have 
a Right  to  claim  their  perfonal  Services,  that  the  fame  be- 
neficial Purpofes  may  (till  be  cffedled.  It  is  EnaUed,  That 
all  Perfons  under  the  following  Defeription  be  exempted 
from  ferving  in  the  Infantry  Battalions,  and  Companies  of 
Artillery,  viz.  all  Perfons  who  have  ferved  in  the  Place  of 
General  Officers,  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  or  other  commiffi- 
oned  Officers,  the  Miniflers  or  Teachers  of  each  Church 
or  Congregation  in  this  State,  allfworn  Pradlitioners  in  the 
Law',  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  Apothecaries,  all  Perfons  ap- 
pointed to  work  the  Fire-Engines,  one  Miller  to  each  Grift- 
Mill,  one  Ferryman  to  each  flared  Ferry,  all  thofe  who 
have  loft  a right  Eye,  or  are  di fabled  by  Lamenefs,  all 
Town-Councilmen,  Trealurers,  Clerks  and  Serjeants,  while 
ferving  in  their  refpedlivc  Stations. 

And  be  it  further  EnaBed,  That  all  Perfons  between  the 
Ages  of  Sixteen  and  Fifty  Years,  exempted  as  aforefaid 
from  ferving  in  the  Infantry  Battalions,  be  formed  into  fe- 
parate  Corps,  to  be  known  and  called  by  the  Name  of  the 
Senior  Clafs,  in  the  feveral  Brigades  to  w’hofe  Diftridls  they 
appertain;  that  they  be  officered  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
the  Infantry  Companies,  with  fiicb  Field  and  Staff  Officers 
as  their  Numbers  in  their  refpedlivc  Brigades  (hall  entitle 
them  to,  and  who  fliall  at  all  Timer:  be  armed,  accoutred 

and 
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aiiJ  proviJeJ,  !n  Mariner  aforefaid,  and  fubjedted  to  tbe 
fame  Regulations  as  the  Battalions  aforefaid. 

/ind  be  it  Eer.3cd  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That  the  faid 
Senior  Cl  ifs  in  :hc  Town  o(  conllitute  one  Com- 

pany ; tliolc  of  the  Town  of  Cranflon,  one  Company;  thofc 
of  tiiC  Towns  of  'Jchnflon  and  North-*P rovidetjce,  one  Corn- 
pan  y ; thofc  of  the  Town  of  Smithfield,  one  Company; 
thole  cf  tlae  Town  of  Cumberland,  one  Company;  thofe  of 
tl'.e  Town  of  Scituate,  one  Company;  and  ihofe  of  tbe 
To  wn  of  Gloucefler,  one  Company  : That  the  faid  Com- 
panies be  formed  into  one  Battalion,  to  be  commanded  by 
cue  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant,  and  one  Major;  that 
the  faid  Senior  Clafs  in  the  Town  o^Weftcrly  conflitute 
one  Company;  thofc  of  the  Town  of  Charlepoivn,  one 
Company;  thofc  o!  (he  Town  of  tiopkinton,  one  Compa- 
ny; thole  of  the  Town  of  Noith-Kingftozun,  one  Compa- 
ny; thole  of  the  Town  of  Exeter,  one  Company;  thofe 
of  the  Town  of  Souto-Klngflo-vn,  one  Company;  and  thofc 
of  the  Te:wn  of  Kicom<:Hd,  one  Company:  That  the  faid 
Companies  be  formed  into  one  Battalion,  to  be  command- 
ed by  one  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant,  and  one  Ma- 
jor: riut  tite  faid  Senior  Cla's  in  the  Towns  of  Briftol, 
A’L'/rp/;  and  conlfituce  one  Company;  thofe  of 

the  Town  oi  Ttveri-jn,  one  Cotnpany;  and  thofe  of  the 
Town  o{  Littic-Compton,  one  Compan}’ ; to  be  command- 
ed by  one  Major:  lltat  thofe  of  the  Senior  Clafs  in  the 
’’i’ouns  of  'Newport  and  lamep.riujn  cotihitute  one  Compa- 
ny; litofe  of  the  I’owns  of  Tortfmoutb  and  Middletown^ 
one  Co:npany;  to  form  one  Battalion,  to  be  commanded 
by  en,e  NLijor;  And  that  thole  of  the  Senior  Clafs  in  the 
Tov.its  of  IV^iwickaui\  Eafl-Greenu’tch  conftitute  one  Com- 
pany; thofe  of  the  Town  of  Coventry,  one  Company;  and 
thole  of  the  Town  of  IVeft-Grecnwich,  one  Company;  to 
be  commanded  by  one  Major. 

j4nd  he  it  further  Ernfled  by  the  ylulhority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Companies  of  Hoifc  for  the  refpeciitivc  Battalions  be 
formed  from  the  Senior  ClalTcs  ofthcii  icrpf  Oalve  DiftridfSj 
at  their  own  ELCfion,  and  by  the  Ai-;; : obailon  of  their 
refpective  Brigadicis,  due  P.cgard  lei;;:;  1 to  tlicir  Abili- 

ties and  local  Situation.  And  that  thet  a le  .-.ppointed  one 
Dircx^lor  and  I’urvcyor-Gcntial  of  tin;  military  Hofpitals, 
and  one  Surgeon  and  Pli)  lieian- General,  o::c  Adjutant  Ge- 
one  Qaia:'tcr-M;-.(l.e!-Gr;v.;;:'b  c.-uj  CommifTary- 
A General, 
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General,  with  Power  of  fubftituting  as  Occafian  may  re- 
quire. 

j4nd  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  yluthority  aforefaid.  That 
there  be  annually  one  grand  Muller,  lor  the  Review  of 
each  Brigade,  viz.  for  the  Brigade  in  the  County  of  ‘Provi- 
dence, on  the  Firft  Monday  in  November-,  the  Brigade  in  the 
County  of  Kings  County,  on  the  Second  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber-, the  Brigade  in  the  Counties  of  Nevjport  and  Briftcl,  on 
the  Third  Monday  in  November-,  and  the  Brigade  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  on  the  Fourth  Monday  in  November:  And 
if  it  Ihall  happen  that  the  Day  affigned  for  the  Review  of 
each  or  either  of  the  faid  Brigades  be  llormy,  that  the  Re- 
view Hiall  be  on  the  Firft  fair  Day  next  following, 

yind  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  the  feveral  Companies  of 
Infantry,  Artillery  and  Horfe,  befides  the  Muller  aforefaid, 
meet  Two  Days  at  the  leaft  in  every  Year,  for  Exercife 
and  Reviews,  at  fuch  Times  as  their  Captains  or  Command- 
ing Officers  refpedtively  fliall,  with  the  Approbation  of  the 
Commandant  of  their  relpe^live  Battalions,  dired. 

^nd  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  whenever  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  any  Company  fhall  have  Orders  to  alTcmblc 
his  Company,  except  in  cafi^s  of  Alarm,  he  ftiall  ilfue  his 
Warrant  to  the  Corporals  of  his  Company,  Four  Days  be- 
fore the  Time  appointed  for  their  aftembling,  requiring 
them  to  warn  the  Men  of  their  refpeiflivc  Dillri(51s,  to  be 
by  him  affigned,  to  aflemble  at  the  Time  and  Place  appoint- 
ed, corapleatly  equipped,  accoutred  and  provided,  as  in 
and  by  this  A^l  is  directed ; And  the  laid  Corporals  fhall 
make  Return  of  the  faid  Warrant,  with  their  Doings  there- 
on, the  Day  before  affembling  as  aforefaid. 

‘Provided  neverthelefs,  That  where  the  whole  of  any  Com- 
pany fhall  live  in  the  compaift  Parr  of  any  Town,  they 
fhall  and  may  be  warned  to  aflemble  by  beat  of  Drum. 

j4nd  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  whenever  the  Brigades. 
Battalions  or  Companies,  aflemble  as  aforefaid,  they  meet 
at  their  rcrpe<51ivc  Alarm-Pofts,  to  be  affigned  by  the  Ge- 
neral and  Field-Officers. 

Be  it  further  Enabled,  That  befides  the  Times  aforefaid, 
it  flial!  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Captain-Genera!,  or  Lieu- 
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tcnant-General,  to  call  together  the  Whole  or  any  Part  of 
fhe  Troops  aforeiaid,  as  to  them  (hall  feem  needful. 

Be  it  alfo  EnaHedt  That  upon  all  general  Alarms,  to  be 
known  by  the  Signals  now  edablilhed,  or  that  may  be 
hereafter  eftablifhed,  each  Captain  or  Commanding  Offi- 
cer repair  immediately  with  his  Company,  equipped  and 
accoutred  as  aforefaid,  to  the  Alarm- Port  or  Polls  of  his 
Battalion,  there  to  receire  Orders  from  his  Field-Officers, 
who  arc  without  Lofs  of  Time  to  be  upon  the  Spot,  or  in 
their  Abfence  the  Senior  Officer  to  direfl : And  that  upon 
•very  fucb  Occaflon,  each  Officer,  iion-commiffioned.  Of* 
ficer  and  Private,  take  with  him  Three  Days  Proviflon. 

Be  it  further  EnaHed  by  the  yfutberity  aforefaid^  That  all 
Male  Perfons  between  the  Ages  of  Fifty  and  Sixty,  if  able 
in  the  Judgment  of  the  refpedlive  Town-Councils,  (hall  be 
at  all  Times  armed,  accoutred  and  equipped,  in  Manner 
aforefaid  upon  the  fame  Penalc}?  as  though  they  were  held 
to  military  Duty,  provided  that  they  be  enrolled,  and  an 
exact  Lift  be  taken  of  them,  by  the  Colonel  of  the  Battalion 
in  wliofe  Diltridt  they  live;  that  upon  any  Deficiency  in 
Arms,  ^c.  he  ifTue  his  Warrant,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  is 
herein  after  exprefled:  And  that  they  be  confidered  as  the 
Alarm-Lift  of  the  State,  and  be  fubjedl  to  all  other  Duties 
as  thofe  exempted  from  bearing  Arms. 

Be  it  further  Enailed^  That  every  Perfort  who  fhall  at 
any  Time  be  found  deficient  in  any  of  the  Arms,  Accou* 
trements  and  Bquipage,  as  by  this  A<ft  preferibed  and  di- 
rected, excepting  thofe  before  excepted,  fuch  Delinquent 
fhall  forfeit  and  pay  as  a Fine  for  every  fuch  Deficiency, 
and  as  often  as  fuch  Deficiency  fhall  appear,  double  the 
Value  of  each  Article,  which  Value  ftiall  from  Time  to 
Time  be  afeertained  by  the  General  Aflembly,  Council  of 
War,  or  Governor  and  Council,  to  be  recovered  by  War- 
rant of  Diftrefs  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  bis  ref- 
pedlive Battalion,  which  Warrant  of  Diftrefs  fhall  be  ifliied 
within  Six  Days  from  the  Time  fuch  Deficiency  fhall  be 
made  known  to  him,  diredled  to  the  Adjutant  or  Serjeant-* 
Major  of  the  Battalion,  and  returnable  to  him  in  Three 
Weeks  : And  if  fuch  Commanding  Officer  fhall  negledl  if- 
fuing  his  Warrant  as  afcrclaiJ,  he  fhall  forfeit  double  the 
Sum  due  from  fuch  Dclinquetit,  to  be  recovered  by  War- 
rant of  Diftrefs  to  be  ifl’jcd  Dy  his  Brigadier-General,  in 
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Ten  Days  after  fuch  Neglect  fliall  be  know . , dLre^dd  to 
the  faid  Adjutant  or  Serjeant- Major,  and  returnable  in  Four 
Weeks  from  the  Time  of  ifluing  : And  if  lueh  Adjutant  or 
Serjeant- Major  (hall  neglcft  or  refufe  executing  faid  War- 
rant ifTued  as  aforefaidj  he  or  they  fhall  be  calhicred,  of 
reduced  to  the  Ranks,  orotherwife  punilhed  at  the  Difcre- 
tion  of  a regimentalCourt-Martial. 

Be  it  Jariher  EnaSeJ^  That  if  any  Captain,  or  otlicr  com- 
tniffioned  Officer,  (hall  negledf  calling  his  Company  toge- 
ther when  ordered  as  aforefaid,  or  (Itall  not  attend  upon* 
his  Duty  when  called  together,  he  (hail  be  calhiered  by 
the  Sentence  of  a general  Court-Martial. 

Be  it  further  EnaSed,  That  when  the  Troops,  ot  any 
Part  of  them,  (hall  be  alTemblcd  together  for  Review  or 
otherwife,  it  fhall  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Commanding 
Officer  to  punifh  all  Diforders  and  Breaches  of  military  Or- 
der and  Oifeipline.,  whether  in  non-commiffioned  Officers 
or  Privates,  by  cauling  the  Offender  or  Offenders  to  ride 
the  wooden  Horfe,  not  exceeding  the  Space  of  one  Hour. 

Be  it  further  EnafleJ,  Tliat  every  non-commiffionccl  Of- 
ficer or  Private,  who  (hall  refufe  or  negle*^:  appearing 
when  warned  as  aforefaid,  fhall  pay  as  a Fine  lor  every 
Days  Neglect  not  lefs  than  Three  nor  exceeding  Six 
Pounds,  at  the  Diferetion  of  the  Field-Officers,  unlcfs  he 
fhall  render  tothem  a fufficient  Excufe,  to  be  recovered  in 
Manner  as  is  before  deferibed.  And  the  Captain  or  Com- 
manding Officer  is  required  within  Six  Days  alter  any  (uch 
Delinquency  to  report  the  fame  to  the  Commandant  of  his 
Battalion,  and  in  Default  thereof  he  fhall  forfeit  his  Com- 
miffion. 

Be  it  further  EnaBeJ,  That  in  Cafes  of  general  Alarm  as 
aforefaid,  whatever  Officer,  non-commiffioned  Officer  or 
Private,  fhall  negleft  or  refufe  appearing  at  the  Alarm- Port 
as  aforefaid,  armed  and  accoutred  as  aforefaid,  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Battalion  to  which  he  or  1 bey  bcl  ong, 
appearing  and  taking  on  himfclf  the  Comm-and,  fhall  make 
a-Return  of  fuch  Delinquents,  by  him  figned,  to  the  Ma- 
jor-General, within  Three  Weeks  next  after  fuch  Delin- 
quency, who  fhall  thercupoji  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  At- 
lOsncy-Gcneral  of  this  State,  and  he  fliall  file  his  Bill,  Plaint 
or  Information,  ogaiiril  fuch  Ddirquent  or  Dclincner.n^^ 
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to  the  then  next  Court  of  Lav/  to  be  held  in  the  County 
where  luch  Delinquents  dwell,  proper  to  fry  the  fame,  and 
on  Conviiflion  I'uch  Delinquent  or  Delinquents  fhall  forfeit 
and  pay  as  a Fine,  to  and  lor  the  Ufe  of  this  State,  the  Sum 
of  Thirty  Toundi,  Lawful  Money,  and  Six  ‘Pounds  per  Day, 
lor  eacli  and  every  Day  the  Troops  fhall  be  on  Duty  in 
ConCequence  of  faid  Alarm,  together  with  all  lawful  Cofl: 
of  Proiecution  ; and  if  nn  Ofheer,  fhall  likewife  forfeit  his 
Commiflion. 

Be  it  further  EnaSed,  That  whenever  the  Forces  afore- 
faid,  or  any  Part  thereof,  (hall  be  ordered  into  the  Field, 
and  vtre  upon  acflual  Service,  they  fltall  be  fubje£l  to,  and 
governed  by,  the  Rule:,  and  Regulations  of  the  Continental 
Army. 

^nd  he  it  fv.rtber  EnnSed,  That  every  Officer,  non-com- 
miffioned  Officer  or  I’livate,  who  (hall  negle«T  or  refufc 
appearing,  armed,  accoutred  and  provided  as  aforefaid,  at  the 
Ti  me  and  Place  ofRendezvous  direifled,  fliall  forfeitand  pay, 
to  and  for  the  Ufc  of  this  Stare,  the  Sum  of  Six  Tounds, 
Lau’fiil  Mone  y,  per  Day,  to  be  recovered  in  Manner  as  in 
Cafe  of  Delinquencies  on  Alai  ms;  and  if  an  Officer,  fhall  alfo 
lorfcit  his  Cominiflion.  Pr,v:dcJ  ncverthelejs, czch  non- 
commiirioned  Ofheer  and  Pi  ivate  may  appear  by  SubfUtute, 
at  the  Dilcretioa  of  the  Commanding  Oflicer. 

Be  it  (nriher  Ena8cd,  That  every  regimental  Court-Mar- 
tial ritill  confiif  of  Five  eommiflioned  Officers,  one  where- 
of at  leaft  being  a Captain,  and  fhall  be  appointed  by  the 
Commanding  Ollirc;- of  Battalion,  who  is  empowered  to 
confirm,  mitigate  or  difipprove  any  Sentence  by  them 
given. 

And  he  it  further  EnatlsJ,  That  every  general  Court-Mar- 
tial fliall  confft  of  at  leaft  Tliirtccn  eommiflioned  Officers, 
one  whereof  at  leaft  fliall  be  a General  or  Field  Officer,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Captain  General,  or  in  his  Abfence 
the  next  Officer  p’-dent  in  Command,  W'ho  is  e.lfo  empow- 
ered to  approve,  mitigate  or  annul  any  Contaics  by  them 
given. 

Be  it  further  Erailcd,  That  all  Fines  accniing  by  tills 
A.ft  impolcJ  by  Courts-Marii.il,  be  di  po.fnt'rd  r.i  the  Tovvn- 
Trcafurcr’s  Offi.es  wlicrc  the  O.Tt.-- fp:U  happen,  to  be 
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appropriated  for  purchafing  Arras  and  Accoutrements  for 
thofe  who  fhall  be  unable  to  provide  for  themfelves,  after 
deducting  the  Fees  due  for  colledfing  the  lame,  and  alfo 
lor  paying  the  Corporals  for  warning  the  Companies,  which 
fhall  be  the  fame  as  the  SherilfTs  are  allowed  in  fimilar  CalcS| 
excepting  that  the  Corporals  tax  for  Travel  only. 

Be  it  further  Ena8ed^  That  the  Captain-General,  with 
liis  Council,  the  Lieutenant-General,  the  Major-General, 
the  Brigadier-General,  and  Commandants  of  Battalions,  or 
the  major  Part  of  them,  make  and  conflitute  the  Council 
of  War. 

Trovided  always.  That  this  A<^  fliall  not  extend,  or  be 
conftrued  to  extend,  to  any  Perfons  u’h.tj  arc  excuied  from 
bearing  Arms,  by  having  taken  the  Affirmation,  or  pro- 
duced the  Certificates  from  the  Meetings  of  Freinds,  as  by 
Law  required;  neither  fhall  the  fame  have  Influence  upon 
or  prejudice  any  Charters  already  gratued  to  Independent 
Companies.  Provided  al/o,  that  the  Formation  of  the  ref- 
petflive  Corps,  in  this  Atft  cxprefTcd,  do  not  take  Place  till 
the  next  general  Election,  but  that  the  General  and  Field 
Officers  prepare  and  eflert  the  fame  in  the  mean  Time,  and 
make  Report  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  a Copy  of  this  Atfl  be  publifhed  in  the 
next  Trovidcncs  Newspapers. 


B tUhird  to  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Enoch  Ha/zard,  Efq;  be, 

draw  cut  arid  h^-’ is  hereby,  empowered  to  draw  the  Sum  of  Six 
T/i  (heCi.-nc.  Hunared  Eounds,  Lawful  Money,  out  of  the  Gcncral-Trea- 
1 ."iafjry.  fury,  for  repairing  the  Femes  at  South-Kingfioivn  and  Jamef- 
town,  provided  no  Perfon  fliall  appear  to  undertake  the 
Repairs  of  the  faid  Ferries  by  the  Fourth  Day  of  Ncver:her 
next. 


Aa  cnnftitu'-  J;  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  a Council  of  War  be,  r.nd 
they  are  hereby,  appointed  with  the  fame  Powers  and  Au- 
thoriry  as  was  granted  by  an  ACl  of  this  AlTembly,  which 
firft  appoinred  the  laid  Couned  in  December,  yj.  D.  i/7^‘ 
That  the  Member:,  of  the  faid  Council  bo  allowed  the  Sum 
cl  Si:-,  Lawle!  Momn/,  per  Day.  :cv  each  and  c- 
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this  State,  be  not  detained  within  the  Ports  of  this  State,  the  Refo- 
lution  of  the  Council  of  War,  laying  an  Embargo,  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding : And  that  the  laid  Boats  be  under  the  immediate 
Infpeflion  of,  and  receive  Pafles  from,  the  Intendant  of  Trade  for 
the. Port  of  Newport,  and  Colonel  John  'Topham,  who  are  hereby 
diredted  not  to  permit  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  to  pals 
in  the  faid  Boats. 

Allowanceto  Whereas  the  following  Taxes  have  been  aflefled  on  the  following- 
Jamefto^n  pftates  of  Abfentees,  in  the  Town  of  JameJiown,  to  wit:  On  the 
affeffed  upon  Eftate  late  Thomas  Hutchinjon' Fifty-Jeven  Pounds  Nine  Shillings  ; 
Eftates  of  on  the  Eftate  late  ^<2k7c«’s.  Eighteen  Pounds  ■,  on  the  North 

Abfentees,  Farm  (fo  called)  late Apthorp\,  Thir ty -fix  Pounds  ■,  on  Gould- 

IJland,  late  JoJeph  Wanton\,  Three  Pounds  } all  which  Taxes  I'o  aflefled 
as  aforefaid  were  for  the  Payment  of  Part  of  the  Continental  Taxes 
alTelTed  upon  the  Town  of  JameJiown,  for  the  Months  of  January, 
February,  and  March  laft  : It  is  therefore  Voted  and  Refolved,  That 
One  Hundred  and  Fourteen  Pounds  Nine  Shillings,  being  the  Amount 
of  the  laid  feveral  Taxes,  together  with  the  Interell  on  the  fame,  be 
remitted  to  the  faid  Town  of  Jameftown,  and  dedudled  from  the 
Taxes  aflefled  on  the  faid  Town,  for  the  faid  Months  of  January, 
February,  and  March  lalt. 

D.  Jackfon\  IT  is  Voted  and  RefoFOed,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended, 
Houfe  to  be  jq  Ephraim  Bowen,  jun.  Efq;  Deputy  Quarter-Maller-General,  to 
^ ^ Houfe  occupied  by  Mr.  Daniel  Jackfon,  for  the  Ufe 

of  Captain  Abimelech  Riggs  and  his  Family,  who  is  under  the  Necef- 
fity  of  removing  from  the  Houfe  he  now  lives  in,  it  being  taken  up 
for  the  Reception  of  Monfieur  de  Corny,  and  the  faid  Abimelech  Riggs 
not  having  it  in  his  Power  to  procure  himfelf  a Houfe  upon  fo  Ihort 
Notice. 

And  in  Conflderation  of  the  other  Difadvantages  which  the  faid 
Abimelech  Riggs  mull  fufFer  from  fo  fudden  a Removal,  it  is  further 
recommended  to  the  faid  Ephraim  Bowen,  to  take  no  greater  Rent 
for  the  Houfe  he  lhall  fo  hire  than  the  faid  Abimelech  Riggs  pays  for 
the  Houfe  he  now  occupies,  during  the  Time  Monfieur  de  Corny 
fhall  improve  the  fame. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Peter  Phillips,  Efq;  and  Mr. 
John  Hawkins  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  diredled,  to 
procure  the  Grafs  fit  for  mowing  on  the  State’s  Farm,  on  Point-Judith, 
to  be  immediately  cut,  made  into  Hay,  and  Hacked  in  proper  Places, 
upon  the  beft  Terms  they  can  ; andtliat  th£y  fecure  the  faid  Hay  as 
well  as  polTible. 

Additional  Whereas,  by  an  Aft  of  this  AlTembly,  pafled  at  the  lall 
Aa  for  re-  SelTion,  Six  Hundred  and  Ten  efleftive  Men  were  ordered  to 
fruiting  the  [jg  railed  within  this  State,  by  the  Firll  Day  of  July  Inllant,  to 
battafloiis^  recruit  the  Continental  Battalions  of  tliis  State;  and  although  the 
lame  were  apportioned  to  the  refpeftivc  Towns  within  the  State, 
ibmcof  the  laid  Towns  have  not  yet  returned  a Man,  and  others  are 
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greatly  deficient : And  whereas  this  State  hath  been  again  called] 
upon  in  the  moft  preffing  Manner,  by  Congrefs  and  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  immediately  to  furnifli  the  Men  required,  as  well  for  the 
Purpole  of  Defence  as  for  co-operating  with  the  fliortly  expefted 
Fleet  and  Army  of  the  illuftrious  Ally  of  thefe  States  ; 

B E it  therefore  EnaSted  by  this  General  AJfembly,  and  by  the  Autho- 
rity thereof  it  is  hereby  Ena^ed,  That  the  Perfons  hereafter  named 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  direfted,  to  form  all  male 
Perfons  whatfoever,  of  the  Age  of  Sixteen  Years  and  upwards,  re- 
fiding  within  their  refpeftive  Towns  (Deferters,  Indians,  Mulattos 
and  Negroes  excepted)  into  Claflfes,  according  to  the  Deficiencies 
of  their  faid  Towns,  having  Regard  to  the  Number  of  Polls  and 
Value  of  Eftates  of  the  Perfons  fo  to  be  claflTed ; and  that  they  imme- 
diately give  Notice  thereof  to  the  Perfons  clafled  : And  each  of 
the  faid  Clafles  is  diredted  to  furnilh  to  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  ap- 
poin:ed  by  their  refpedtive  Towns  to  receive  Recruits,  One  able- 
bodied  effedtive  Man,  by  the  Twelfth  Day  of  y«i^  Inftant. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled,  That  the  following  Perfons  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  relpedtive  Towns,  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid,  to  wit : 

Newport,  Meflieurs  Robert  Taylor,  Job  Eajlon,  Ghrijlopher  Ellery, 
William  Taggart,  and  John  Topham. 

Providence,  MelTieurs  Jofeph  Nightingale,  Nicholas  Brown,  Thomas 
T ruman,  Levi  Hall,  Amos  Atwell,  Zephaniab  Andrews,  and  Nathan 
Waterman. 

Portfmouth,  MefTieurs  David  Giffard,  Alexander  Thomas,  and 
William  Anthony, ]\m. 

Warwick,  Meflieurs  Robert  Rhodes,  Thomas  Rice  (Son  of  Thomas ) 
Job  Randall,  Squire  Miller,  and  John  Waterman. 

Wefterly,  Meflieurs  William  Pendleton,  Jofeph  Crandall,  James 
Babcock,  Nathan  Lanpher,  Elkanah  Babcock,  and  Edward  Saunders. 

North-Kingstown,  Meflieurs  William  Hammond,  Jofeph  Coggefhall, 
Daniel  Hall,  Lawrence  Pearce,  and  James  Albro. 

South-Kingstown,  Meflieurs  Thomas  Potter,  John  Gardner,  Samuel 
Babcock,  Robert  Brown,  and  Carder  Hazard. 

Eafi-Greenwich,  Meflieurs  Job  Pearce,  Rufus  Spencer,  William 
Arnold,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  and  Allen  JohnJon. 

Jameftown,  Meflieurs  Benjamin  Underwood,  John  Gardner,  and 
George  Tew. 

Smithfield,  Meflieurs  Peleg  Arnold,  John  Sayles,  John  Angell^ 
Andrew  Waterman,  Stephen  Whipple,  Ebenezer  Trajk,  and  Edward 
Thompfon. 

Sdtuate, 
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Sciluatey  MeHieurs  Stephen  Kmbaly  JoJeph  Knight,  Jonathan  Knight, 
Coomer  Smith,  William  Howland,  Ifaac  Hopkins,  Simeon  Herenden, 
and  Benedict  Whipple. 

Gloucejler,  Mefiieurs  Chad  Brown,  John  Smith,  Stephen  Winfor, 
Solomon  Owen,  Jonah  Steere,  and  Elijha  Bartlet. 

Charlejlown,  Mefiieurs  JoJeph  Stanton,  jun,  JoJeph  Hoxjte,  and 
James  Congdon,  jun. 

Weji -Greenwich,  MeAieurs  JoJeph  Hopkins,  jun.  Samuel  Hopkins, 
Thomas  JoJfelyn,  Jonathan  Comjiock,  and  'Thomas  Gorton. 

Coventry,  Mefiieurs  Stephen  Potter,  Samuel  Wall,  Archibald  Kajfon, 
William  Burlingame,  and  William  Roy. 

Exeter,  Mefiieurs  John  Chapman,  Jonathan  Bates,  jun.  George 
Peirce,  Samuel  Gorton,  and  John  Hoxjte. 

Middletown,  Mefiieurs  Thomas,  Peckham  Oliver  Durjee,  and  Giles 
Sanford. 

Briftol,  Mefiieurs  Peter  Church,  Charles  De  Wolfe,  Shearjafhub 
Bourne,  ]\\x\.  Joftah  Finney,  and  John  Howland,  jun. 

Tiverton,  Mefiieurs  John  Cooke,  IJaac  Manchejler,  Lemuel  Bailey, 
Pearce  Perry,  and  George  Wejlcot. 

Little-Compton,  Meifieurs  Nathaniel  Church,  Perez  Richmond,  and 
Philip  Taylor. 

Warren,  Mefiieurs  Nathan  Miller,  Sylvejler  Child,  Daniel  Cole, 
Robert  Carr,  and  William  Barton. 

Cumberland,  Mefiieurs  John  Dexter,  Simon  Whipple,  George  Peck, 
Nathan  Staples,  and  Nathaniel  Shepardjon. 

. Richmond,  Mefiieurs  Jonathan  Maxfcn,  Thomas  Tefft,  Edward 
Perry,  George  Webb,  and  Richard  Bailey,  jun. 

Cranfion,  Mefiieurs  Nehemiab  Knight,  Caleb  Potter,  Job  Man- 
chefter,  William  Field,  and  Richard  Searle. 

Hopkinton,  Mefiieurs  Edward  Wells,  John  Maxjon,  Samuel  Baboock, 
William  Thurfton,  and  Robert  Burdick. 

Johnfon,  MelBeurs  John  Waterman,  Noah  Mathewjon,  Andrew 
Harris,  Daniel  Manton,  and  William  Latham. 

North-Providence,  MeiFieurs  Eleazer  Jenckes,  Eleazer  Whipple, 
Hope  Angell,  Thomas  Olney,  and  Chrijlopher  Whipple. 
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Barrington,  MefTieurs  Samuel  Allen,  John  Short,  Vial  Allen, 
Thomas  Allen,  and  Nathaniel  Smith. 

IT  is  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforef aid.  That  if  either  of 
the  faiJ  Clafles  fhall  refufe  or  negleft  to  furnifh  an  able-bodied  Man 
as  aforefaid,  within  the  Time  aforefaid,  the  Perfons  appointed 
to  clafs  the  faid  Men  be,  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  and 
direfted,  thereupon  to  detach  from  the  Clafs  which  fhall  be  de- 
ficient as  aforefaid,  an  able-bodied  effedlive  Man,  to  recruit  the  faid 
Battalions  : That  the  Perfon  fo  detached  fhall  be  entitled  to  the 
Bounty,  Wages  and  Allowances,  which  are  received  by  the  Perfons 
who  have  infilled  or  may  inlift  into  the  faid  Battalions,  by  Virtue  of 
the  faid  Afl  of  Aflembly,  and  fuch  other  Allowances,  if  any,  as 
fhall  be  ordered  by  the  Perfons  who  fhall  make  fuch  Detachment, 
to  be  afTefTed  upon  the  faid  delinquent  Clafs,  agreeable  to  the  Pro- 
portion by  which  the  lafl  State  Tax  was  afTefTed  upon  the  Perfons 
who  compofe  the  fame  ; That  in  the  faid  AfTefTment  the  Eflates  of 
all  Perfons  who  are  abfent  from  this  State,  and  all  other  Eftatesy 
whether  belonging  to  Abfentees  or  not,  fhall  be  confidered,  and  fhall 
be  at  a proportionable  Part  of  the  Expence  that  fhall  accrue  to  the 
Clafs  to  which  the  fame  fhall  be  put  : And  that  the  faid  AfTefTment 
be  delivered  to  the  Colleftor  of  Taxes  of  the  Town  to  which  fuch 
delinquent  Clafs  belongs,  who  is  thereupon  diredted  to  collefl  and 
pay  the  fame  within  the  Time,  and  agreeable  to  the  Orders  he  fhall 
receive  therewith. 

IT  is  further  Enalled,  That  the  Perfons  who  fhall  make  fuch  De- 
tachment, make  a Return  thereof  to  the  Brigadier-General,  or  One 
of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  to  which  the  Perfon  detached 
belongs  : And  it  fhall  be  the  immediate  Bufinefs  of  fuch  Brigadier- 
General  or  Field-Officer,  to  caufe  the  Perfon  fo  detached  to  be,  and 
appear  at  Providence,  by  the  Fourteenth  Day  of  July  Inflant,  to  be 
muftered,  and  join  the  Battalion  to  which  he  fhall  be  affigned  to  do 
Duty  therein,  agreeable  to  the  faid  Adi  of  this  Aflembly. 

IT  is  further  Enalted,  That  if  any  Perfon  who  fhall  be  detached 
as  aforefaid,  fhall  abfent  himfelf,  and  not  be  to  be  found,  and  fhall 
not  procure  an  able-bodied  effedlive  Man  to  do  the  Duty  in  his 
Stead,  for  which  he  fhall  be  detached  as  aforefaid,  within  the  Time 
aforefaid,  fuch  a Part  of  the  Eflate  of  the  Perfon  fo  detached  fhall  be 
taken  and  difpofed  of  by  the  Perfons  who  fhall  make  fuch  Detach- 
ment, as  fhall  be  fufficient  to  procure  an  able-bodied  Man  to  do  the 
faid  Duty  in  his  Stead  ; and  the  Perfons  making  fuch  Detachment  fhall 
appropriate  the  Money  in  procuring  an  able-bodied  effedlive  Man 
accordingly ; That  if  fuch  Perfon  fo  detached  fhall  not  be  poffeffed 
of  a fufficient  Eflate  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Commanding-Officer  of 
the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs  fliall  advertife,  in  all  the  public 
News-Papers  of  this  State,  the  Perfon  who  fhall  abfent  himfelf  as 
aforefaid,  as  a Delinquent,  and  offer  a Reward  of  Three  Hundred 
Pounds,  Lawful  Money,  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  to  the  Perfon  or 
Perfons  who  fhall  apprehend  fuch  Delinquent  : That  upon  fuch  De- 
linquent being  apprehended,  the  faid  Officer  is  diredled  to  deliver 
him  to  fome  One  of  the  Officers  of  the  faid  Continental  Battalions,  to 
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do  Duty  as  a Soldier  therein,  for  the  Space  of  One  Year  : And  that 
if  any  Perfon  who  (hall  be  clafled  as  aforefaid  fhall  not  be  to  be  found 
to  be  notified  therebf,  he  (hall  be  proceeded  againft  in  Manner  as 
afore  diredted,  in  Cafe  he  had  not  abfented  himfelf,  and  had  been 
duly  notified  thereof. 

And  as  a farther  Encouragement  to  Perfons  to  enter  into  the 
public  Service,  and  to  do  the  Duty  which  may  be  affigned  them  by 
this  Adt,  It  is  further  Ena£led,  That  every  Four  of  the  Delinquents 
in  the  Draughts  made,  in  purfuance  of  Refolutions  of  the  Council  of 
War,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  of  July,  and  the  Seventeenth  oi  Augujl, 
A.  D.  1778,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  furnilh  an  able- 
bodied  effedlive  Man  to  make  up  the  Deficiency  of  fuch  Town  : That 
the  faid  Delinquents  be  afcertained  to  the  Perfons  appointed  to  make 
Detachments  by  the  Returns  of  their  refpedtive  Colonels,  which  have 
been  or  fhall  hereafter  be  made  : That  they  be  firft  clafled,  and  be 
proceeded  againft,  in  Cafe  of  Delinquency,  in  Manner  as  is  herein 
diredled  : That  if  there  fhall  not  be  a fufficient  Number  of  Delin- 
quents to  form  a Clafs  as  aforefaid,  in  any  Town  within  this  State, 
the  Perfons  appointed  to  clafs  them  as  aforefaid,  are  empowered  and 
diredted  to  alfefs  and  colledl  from  fuch  Delinquents,  in  Manner  as  is 
before  diredted,  fuch  Sum  as  fhall  be  equal  to  their  proportionable 
Part  of  Duty,  as  required  of  them  by  this  Adt,  allowing  a Clafs  of 
Four  Delinquents  to  be  fufficient  to  procure  a Perfon  to  perform  faid 
Duty : And  that  fuch  of  the  faid  Delinquents  as  fhall  not  be  engaged 
in  the  faid  Service,  in  Confequence  of  their  being  claflTed  as  aforefaid, 
be  again  claffed  with  the  other  Inhabitants  of  their  refpedtive  Towns, 
for  the  making  up  the  further  Deficiency  of  their  faid  Towns, 
agreeable  to  this  Adb. 

And  whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this  AflTembly,  that  certain  dif- 
affedled  Perfons  within  this  State,  have  greatly  impeded  the  recruit- 
ing Service:  For  Prevention  whereof  in  future.  It  is  further  EnaEled, 
That  the  Perfons  appointed  to  clafs  and  detach  as  amrefaid  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  and  diredled,  immediately  to  make  En- 
quiry into  the  fame  ; That  if  it  fhall  appear  by  fufficient  Proof  that 
either  of  the  Inhabitants  of  their  faid  Towns  hath  heretofore  impeded 
or  difcouraged,  or  fhall  hereafter  impede  or  difcourage,  the  inlifting 
or  procuring  the  Men  to  recruit  the  faid  Battalions,  agreeable  to  this 
and  the  former  Adi  of  this  AflTembly,  in  fuch  Cafe  the  Perfons  fo  ap- 
pointed as  aforefaid  are  diredled  forthwith  to  detach  fuch  Perfon,  as 
a Recruit,  to  do  Duty  in  the  faid  Battalions,  agreeable  to  the  faid 
Adis  : And  that  fuch  Perfon  fo  detached  fhall  be  reckoned  to  the 
Town  to  which  he  belongs  ; and  in  Cafe  of  Delinquency  fhall  be 
proceeded  againft  as  is  herein  diredled. 

IT  is  further  Enabled  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That  a major 
Part  of  the  Perfons  by  this  Adi  appointed  in  either  of  the  Towns,  to 
clafs  and  detach  the  faid  Men  be,  and  they  are  hereby  cOnftituted,  a 
Committee  for  the  Purpofes  of  their  Appointment,  and  empowered 
to  adl  and  do  every  Thing  in  their  refpedive  Towns  by  this  Adi  en- 
joined them. 
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And  whereas  the  Refufal  or  Negleft  of  the  Perfons  by  this  Aft 
appointed  to  clafs  and  detach  the  Men,  &c.  will  defeat  the  impor- 
tant Purpofes  thereof:  It  is  therefore  further  Enalted,  That  if  either 
of  the  faid  Perfons  appointed  as  aforefaid,  fliall  negleft  or  refufe  to 
clafs  or  detach  faid  Men,  who  may  be  deficient  as  aforefaid,  within 
the  Time  aforefaid,  or  who  fhall  not  perform  the  other  Duties  en- 
joined upon  him  by  this  Aft,  for  bringing,  the  faid  Men  into  the 
Field,  and  fhall  thereof  be  convifted,  by  the  Verdifl  of  his  Peers, 
before  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Aflize  and  General 
Gaol  Delivery,  in  the  County  where  fuch  Offender  fhall  dwell,  the 
Perfon  fo  convidled  fhall  be  adjudged  and  fentenced  by  the  faid  Court 
to  be  forever  incapable  of  bearing  any  Office,  Civil  or  Military, 
within  this  State,  and  alfo  to  pay  all  Coils  of  Profecution  and  Con- 
vidlion  ; provided  that  Procefs  fhall  be  commenced  againfl  fuch  De- 
linquent within  Six  Months  from  fuch  Delinquency,  and  not  after. 

IT  is  further  Enabled,  That  the  General,  Field,  and  commLlfioned 
Officers  of  the  Militia  within  this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
called  upon  and  direfled,  to  afford  their  utmofl  Aid  and  Afliftance 
m carrying  this  A£l  into  Execution., 

AND  it  is  further  Enalled,  That  the  Secretary  immediately  caufe 
this  Aft  to  be  printed,  and  fend  a Copy  thereof  to  each  of  the 
Town-Clerks  in  this  State,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  direfted, 
immediately  on  the  Receipt  thereof,  to  convene  every  male  Inhabi- 
tant in  their  refpeftive  Towns,  who  are  fubjeft  to  be  claffed  as 
aforefaid,  fo  that  the  Execution  of  this  Aft  may  not  be  in  the  leaft 
delayed. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Jonathan  Jenkins  be,  and  he  J-  Jenkins  td 
is  hereby  permitted,  to  proceed  with  his  Veffel  from  the  Port 
Providence  to  the  Ifland  of  Nantucket  ; and  that  the  faid  Jonathan 
Jenkins  carry  no  Inhabitants  of  this  State  in  the  faid  Veffel,  either  for 
navigating  the  fame,  or  for  any  other  Purpofe. 

Whereas  William  Mathewfon,  of  Weft-Greenwich,  hath  been  w.  Mathemu- 
impeached  before  this  Affembly,  for  obftrufting  the  recruiting to  fumilh 
Service ; and  the  faid  Charge  hath  been  fully  proved,  as  well  by  ^ Recruit, 
theTeflimony  ofWitneffes  as  by  the  Confeffion  of  the  faid  William 
Mathewfon,  who  difeovers  a penitent  Difpofition,  and  a Defire  to 
make  every  Reparation  in  his  Power,  to  atone  for  his  Offence  : It  is 
therefore  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  thc' Committee  appointed  for  re- 
cruiting Men  for  the  public  Service,  in  the  faid  Town,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered,  to  receive  of  the  faid  William  Mathewfon  a 
Sum  of  Money  fufficient  for  inlifting  One  able-bodied  and  elfeftive 
Soldier,  for  the  Service  aforefaid  ; and  that  the  faid  Money  be  ex- 
pended accordingly. 

IT  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  if,  upon  the  Application  of 
the  faid  Committee,  the  faid  William  Mathewfon  fhall  refufe  to  ad- 
vance a Sum  of  Money  fufficient  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid,  then,  the 
faid  Committee,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  direfted,  to  make  Diftrefs 
upon  his  Eftate,  and  caufe  Sale  thereof  immediately  to  be  made, 

and 
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Charles  Keen  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered,  to  draw  fuch  a Sum  of 
Money  out  of  the  General-Treafury  as,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  faid 
Committee,  will  be  fufticient  to  provide  the  neceflary  Articles  for 
the  Entertainment. 

Whereas,  notwithftanding  the  Provifion  made  in  an  A£t  pafled  by  Additional 
this  Anembly,  at  the  laft  Seffion,  for  bringing  Six  Hundred  and  Ten  4* 

Men  into  the  Field,  to  recruit  the  Continental  Battalions  raifed  by  'mi 
this  State,  there  appears,  by  the  Return  of  the  Adjutant-General,  Battalions, 
dated  the  Twenty-firft  of  this  inftant,  July,  to  be  the  following  Defi- 
ciencies in  the  Quotas  of  Men  heretofore  afligned  to  the  Towns 
hereafter  named,  to  wit : 


Newport, 

4 

Coventry, 

6 

Warwick, 

lO 

Exeter, 

21 

PVefterly, 

2 

Middletown, 

2 

North -Kingstown, 

52 

Tiverton, 

5 

South-Kingstown, 

22 

Warren, 

2 

Eaft -Greenwich, 

5 

Cranfton, 

4 

Smithfield, 

7 

Hopkinton, 

4 

Scituate, 

7 

North-Providence, 

3 

Gloucejler, 

i6 

Char  left  own. 

5 

Total, 

Weft-Greenwich, 

8 

And  whereas  it  is 

of  the  higheft  Importance,  that  the 

faid  Re- 

cruits  fhould  be  immediately  furnifhed  : It  is  therefore  Voted  and 
Refolved,  That  wherever  the  faid  Deficiences  arife  from  the  Delin- 
quency of  the  Perfons  heretofore  clafled,  the  Perfons  appointed  to  clafs 
and  detach  the  Quotas  of  Militia  apportioned  to,  and  to  be  raifed 
by  the  feveral  Towns  within  this  State,  are  empowered  and  directed. 
On  the  Thirty-firft  Day  of  this  inftant,  July,  to  detach  an  able-bodied 
effeftive  Man  from  fuch  delinquent  Clafs,  and  make  a Return 
thereof  to  the  Field-Officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs. 
And  the  Perfon  fo  detached,  lhall,  in  cafe  of  Delinquency,  be  pro- 
ceeded againft  in  Manner  as  is  in  the  faid  Aft  direfted. 

A.ND  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  wherever  the  faid 
Deficiency  ffiall  arife  from  the  Delinquency  of  any  of  the  faid  Townsj 
the  Perfons  heretofore  appointed  to  make  a Detachment  from  the 
delinquent  Clafles  be,  and  they  are  hereby  direfted,  to  form  the 
Inhabitants  thereof  into  Clafles,  agreeable  to  faid  Deficiency,  on  the 
faid  Thirty-firft  Day  of  July : And  that  if  any  or  either  of  the  faid 
ClafTes  ffiall  not  furniffi  an  able-bodied  Man  by  the  Firft  Day  of 
Augujl  next,  the  Perfons  appointed  as  aforefaid  be,  and  hereby  are 
direfted,  on  that  Day,  to  detach  an  able-bodied  Man  from  fuch 
Clafs;  and,  in  cafe  of  Delinquency,  caufe  him  or  his  Eftate  to  be 
proceeded  againft  in  Manner  as  is  in  and  by  the  faid  Aft  direfted. 

PRO  VID  E D never  thelefs,  and  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved, 
That  if  any  Alteration  ffiall  be  made  in  the  aforefaid  Deficiencies,  by 
the  Perfons  appointed  by  this  Aflembly  to  make  Enquiry  into  and 
determine  the  fame,  then  fuch  Towns  or  ClalTes  as  may  be  thereupon 

delinquent, 
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delinquent,  be  required  to  furnifli  the  Number  of  Men  in  which  the,y 
are  deficient,  within  the  Time  aforefaid  : And,  on  Failure  thereof, 
the  Perfons  appointed  for  that  Purpofe  are  direfted  to  clafs  or  detach 
(as  the  Cafe  may  be)  agreeable  to  this  Refolve. 

AND  it  is  further  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  if  the  Perfons  ap- 
pointed to  clafs  and  detach  as  aforefaid,  or  either  of  them,  fliall  neg- 
ledl  or  refufe  fo  to  do,  within  the  Time  preferibed  by  this  Adi,  the 
Attorney-General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  diredled,  to  proceed  againft 
fuch  delinquent  Perfon,  or  Perfons,  in  Manner  as  is  diredled  in  the 
faid  Adi,  for  fuch  Delinquency. 


C.  Holden  to  is  Voted  and  Rejolvedy  'YXt'XX.  Charles  Holden,  Commiflary 

deliverHides  of  Purchafes,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  diredled,  to  deliver  the  Hides  and 
to  the  A Tallow  of  the  Cattle  which  may  be  killed  in  this  State,  to  John  Rey- 
Ciothier.*"^^'  Effi;  Agent-Clothier,  in  order  to  procure  Shoes  for  the  Troops 
raifed  by  this  State. 


Vote  for  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  there  be  raifed  within  this  State, 

Men"^  and  embodied  without  Delay,  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty  able-bodied 
and  effedlive  Men,  to  ferve  under  the  Command  of  his  Excellency 
General  IVaJhington,  for  the  Term  of  Three  Months  : That  they  be 
proportioned  to  the  feveral  Towns,  in  a mean  Proportion  to  the  Va- 
lue and  the  Number  of  Polls  in  the  feveral  Towns,  by  the  laft  Efti- 
mate  : That  each  Man  fo  raifed  receive  a Bounty  of  Seven  Pounds 
'Ten  Shillings,  Lawful  Money,  in  the  Bills  of  the  New-Emifilon, 
funded  on  real  Eftate : That  they  be  clafled  and  detached  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  was  diredled  by  the  Additional  Adi  for  filling  up  the 
Continental  Battalions,  palTed  at  the  prefent  Seffion  ; And  that 
William  Taggart,  Welcome  Arnold,  Rowfe  J.  Helme,  Nathan  Miller, 
and  Thomas  Holden,  Efquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  a 
Committee  to  draught  a Bill  accordingly  j and  that  they  apportion 
the  Men  to  the  Towns  which  have  not  been  eftimated  diicretionally. 


An  ACT  for  raifing  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty 
able-bodied  effedlive  Men. 

Aa  for  TT  THERE  AS  the  Army  and  Fleet  of  the  illuflrrious  Ally  of 
raifing  630  VV  thefe  States  have  arrived  here,  and  his  Excellency  General 
Men.  Wajhington  hath,  in  the  moft  prelTing  Manner,  called  upon  us  to 

raife  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty  able-bodied  effedlive  Men,  in  order 
to  co-operate  with  them. 

B E it  therefore  Ena5led  by  this  General  Affembly,  and  by  the  Autho- 
rity thereof  it  is  Enabled,  That  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty  able-bodied 
and  effedlive  Men  be  raifed,  and  embodied  in  a Battalion,  and  ren- 
dezvoufed  at  Providence,  on  or  before  the  Fifteenth  Day  of  Auguft  next, 
if  then  ordered  by  the  General  Affembly  or  the  Council  of  War,  or 
at  fuch  other  Time  as  they  fhall  be  ordered  to  rendezvous,  and  to 
continue  on  Duty  Three  Months  from  the  Time  of  their  receiving 
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delinquent,  be  required  to  furnilh  the  Numbet  of  Men  in  which  they 
are  deficient,  within  the  Time  aforefaid  : And,  on  Failure  thereof, 
the  Perfons  appointed  for  that  Purpofe  are  dirtfted  to  clafs  or  detach 
(as  the  Cafe  may  be)  agreeable  to  this  Refolve. 


AND  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  if  the  Perfons  ap- 
pointed to  clafs  and  detach  as  aforefaid,  or  either  of  them,  fliall  neg- 
ieft  or  refufe  fo  to  do,  within  the  Time  preferibed  by  this  Aft,  the 
Attorney-General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direfted,  to  proceed  againft 
fuch  delinquent  Perfon,  or  Perfons,  in  Manner  as  is  direfted  in  the 
faid  Aft,  for  fuch  Delinquency. 


C.  Holden  to  is  Voted  and  Rejolvedy  Thzt  Charles  Holden, Commiflary 

deliverHides  of  Purchafes,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direfted,  to  deliver  the  Hides  and 
totheA*er  Cattle  which  may  be  killed  in  this  State,  to  John  Rey- 

Clothief.^''^'  Efq;  Agent-Clothier,  in  order  to  procure  Shoes  for  the  Troops 
raifed  by  this  State. 


Vote  for  I'f  is  Voted  and  Rejolvedy  That  there  be  raifed  within  this  State, 
Mijing  630  embodied  without  Delay,  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty  able-bodied 
and  effeftive  Men,  to  ferve  under  the  Command  of  his  Excellency 
General  IVaJhington,  for  the  Term  of  Three  Months  : That  they  be 
proportioned  to  thefeveral  Towns,  in  a mean  Proportion  to  the  Va- 
lue and  the  Number  of  Polls  in  thefeveral  Towns,  by  the  laft  Efti- 
mate  : That  each  Man  fo  raifed  receive  a Bounty  of  Seven  Pounds 
'Pen  Shillings,  Lawful  Money,  in  the  Bills  of  the  New-Emiflion, 
funded  on  real  Eftate : That  they  be  clafled  and  detached  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  was  direfted  by  the  Additional  Aft  for  filling  up  the 
Continental  Battalions,  palfed  at  the  prefent  Seffion  : And  that 
William  Paggart,  Welcome  Arnold,  Rowfe  J.  Helme,  Nathan  Miller, 
and  Phomas  Holden,  Efquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  a 
Committee  to  draught  a Bill  accordingly  ; and  that  they  apportion 
the  Men  to  the  Towns  which  have  not  been  eftimated  difcretionally. 


pp"  2t°30r3cT2 

An  ACT  for  raifing  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty 
able-bodied  elFedtive  Men. 


Aft  for  TT  THERE  AS  the  Army  and  Fleet  of  the  illuftrious  Ally  of 
i-aifmg  630  VV  thefe  States  have  arrived  here,  and  his  Excellency  General 
Men.  Wajhington  hath,  in  the  moft  preffing  Manner,  called  upon  us  to 

raife  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty  able-bodied  effeftive  Men,  in  order 
to  co-operate  with  them. 

B E it  therefore  Enailed  by  this  General  AJfembly,  and  by  the  Autho- 
rity thereof  it  is  Enabled,  That  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty  able-bodied 
and  effeftive  Men  be  raifed,  and  embodied  in  a Battalion,  and  ren- 
dezvoufed  at  Providence,  on  or  before  the  Fifteenth  Day  of  Augujl  next, 
if  then  ordered  by  the  General  Affembly  or  the  Council  of  War,  or 
at  fuch  other  Time  as  they  fhall  be  ordered  to  rendezvous,  and  to 
continue  on  Duty  Three  Months  from  the  Time  of  their  receiving 

Orders 
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Orders  as  aforefaid,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  this  Aflembly  : 
That  the  faid  Battalion  be  divided  into  Eight  Companies,  and  be 
officered  by  One  Lieutenant-Colonel-Commandant,  One  Mkjor, 
Eight  Captains,  Eight  Lieutenants,  and  Eight  Enfigns : That  there 
be  appointed  to  the  faid  Battalion,  One  Adjutant,  One  Quarter- 
Malter,  One  Surgeon,  and  One  Surgeon’s  Mate  : And  that  the  faid 
Officers  and  Soldiers  be  entitled  to  the  fame  Pay  and  Rations  as  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army  belonging  to  this 
State. 

AND  be  it  further  by  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That  for  a proper 
Encouragement  for  the  Soldiers  aforefaid  to  lift  voluntarily,  each 
able-bodied  Man  who  lhall  inlift  into  the  faid  Service,  and  fliall 
take  the  ufual  Oath,  lhall  be  paid  upon  his  Inliftment  Seven  Pounds 
Ten  Shillings,  in  Bills  emitted  by  this  State,  funded  upon  real  Eftate, 
or  the  fame  Sum  in  Gold  and  Silver,  within  Sik  Months,  with  an  In- 
tereft  of  Fivepfr  Centum,  per  Annum,  at  his  Eleftion. 

AND  it  is  further  Ena^ed,  That  the  Town-Treafurers  of  the  fe- 
veral  Towns  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  draw  a fufficient 
Sum  of  Money  out  of  the  General-Treafury,  to  pay  the  Bounties  of 
the  Men  affigned  to  their  refpeftive  Towns  by  this  Adb. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  for 
the  more  effedlual  and  fpeedy  raifing  the  faid  Battalion,  the  Number 
to  be  railed  be  proportioned  to  the  feveral  Towns  in  the  State,  in  the 
following  Manner,  to  wit  : 


Newport, 

34 

North-Kingstown, 

32 

Portfmouth, 

8 

South-Kings  town. 

46 

Jameftown, 

3 

Charleftown, 

n 

Middletown, 

5 

Richmond, 

16 

Tiverton, 

23 

Hopkinton, 

iS 

Little-Compton, 

19 

Exeter, 

25 

Providence, 

42 

Brijlol, 

*4 

Smithfield, 

35 

Warren, 

IE 

Cloucefter, 

40 

Barrington, 

7 

Scituate, 

45 

W irwick. 

3< 

Cumberland, 

21 

Eajl -Greenwich, 

Cranflon, 

25 

W fl-Greenwich, 

22 

Johnfton, 

14 

Coventry, 

25 

North-Providence, 

10 

Wefterly, 

23 

630 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  if  either 
or  any  of  the  Towns  aforefaid  lhall  not  inlift  their  full  Quota  of  the 
Men  herein  affigned  and  proportioned  unto  them,  by  the  Firft  Day 
of  Augujl  next,  the  Perfons  hereafter  named  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  and  diredled,  to  form  all  male  Perfons  whatfoever,  of 
the  Age  of  Sixteen  Years  and  upwards,  who  have  relided  for  the 
Space  of  Thirty  Days  within  their  refpeftive  Towns  (Deferters, 
Indians,  Mulattoes  and  Negroes,  excepted)  into  ClalTes,  according 
to  the  Deficiencies  of  their  faid  Towns,  having  Regard  to  the  Num- 
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bei"  cf  Polls,  and  Value  of  Eftates  of  the  Perfons  fo  to  be  claflTed  : 
And  that  they  immediately  give  Notice  thereof  to  the  Perfons  clafled. 
And  each  of  the  faid  Clafles  is  direded  to  furnifii,  to  the  Perfon  or 
Perfons  appointed  by  their  refpeftive  Towns  to  receive  Pecruits, 
One  able-bodied  effe<5livc  Man,  by  the  Tenth  Day  of  Anguji  next. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaidf  That  the 
following  Perfons  be  appointed  Committees  in  the  refpeflive  Towns, 
for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid,  to  wit : 

Newport,  Meffieurs  Robert  Traylor,  Job  Eafion,  Chriftopher  Ellery, 
William  'Taggart,  and  John  Topham. 

Prtmidenee,  Meffieurs  Jabez  Bowen,  John  "Brown,  John  Mathewjon, 
Theodore  Fqfter,  Levi  Hall,  Nathaniel  Wheaton,  and  John  Demount. 

Portjmouth,  Meffieurs  David  Giffard,  Alexander  Thomas,  William 
Anthony, 'yin.  Thomas  Shearman,  and  John  W'ikox,'yin. 

Warwick,  Meffieurs  Robert  Rhodes,  Thomas  Rice  (Son  of  Thomas ) 
Job  Randall,  Squire  Miller,  John  Waterman,  and  Col.  Benjamin 
Arnold. 

Wejlerly,  Meffieurs  Will'iam  Pendleton  (Son  of  Simon  j jojeph  Cran- 
dall, James  Babcock,  Nathan  Lanpher,  Elkanah  Babcock,  and  Edward 
Saunders. 


North-Kingstown,  Meffieurs  William  Hammond,  JoJeph  Coggefoall, 
Daniel  Hall,  Lawrence  Pearce,  James  Albro,  and  JcJeph  Caje,  ym. 

Seuth-Kingstoivn,  Meffieurs  Thomas  Potter,  iun.  John  Gardner, 
Samuel  Babcock,  Robert  Brown,  and  Carder  Hazard. 

Eaji-Greenwich,  Meffieurs  Job  Pearce,  Rufus  Spencer,  William  Ar- 
nold, Ifaac  Johnfton,  and  Allen  Johnfton. 

JameJtown,  Meffieurs  Benjamin  Underwood,  John  Gardner,  and 
Geor_ge  T ew. 

Smithfield,  Meffieurs  Peleg  Arnold,  John  Sayles,  John  Angell,  An- 
drew Waterman,  Stephen  Whipple,  Ebenezer  Trajk,  and  Edward 
Thompfon. 


Pc'iiuecte,  Meffieurs  Stephen  Kimball,  Jofeph  Knight,  Jonathan 
Knight,  Caomer  Smith,  William  Howland,  Ifaac  Hopkins,  Simeon  Heren- 
den,  and  BenediEl  Whipple. 


Gloucejler,  Meffieurs  Chad  Brown,’  John  Smith,  Stephen  Winfor, 
Solomon  Owen,  Jonah  Steere,  Elifha  Bartlet,  and  Caleb  Arnold. 

Charlejtown,  Meffieurs  Jofeph  Stanton,  jun.  Jofeph  Hoxfie,  and 
James  Congdon,  jun. 
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WtJ^-GYeermicIo^  Meflieurs  Jofeph  Hopkins,  jun.  Samuel  Hopkins ,, 
jtjh.  ‘thomas  Jofiyn^  Thomas  Gorton,  and  Jonathan  Niks. 

Coventry,  Meffieurs  Stephen  Potter',  Samuel  Wall,  Archibald  Kajpm, 
William  Burlingame,  ind  William  Roy. 

Exeter,  Mfeflieurs  John  Chapman,  Jonathan  Bates,  jiln.  Gsorga 
Peirce,  Samuel  Gorton,  and  John  Hoxfie. 

Middletown,  Mellieurs  Thomas  Peckham,  Oliver  Durfee,  and: 
Giles  Sanford. 

Brijiol,  Meffieut-s  Peter  Church,  Charles  De  Walfe,  Shearjafimk 
Bourne,  jun.  Jofiah  Finney,  John  Howland,  jun.  ocndc  LeringPefk. 

‘Tiverton,  Mefileurs  John  Cooke,  IJaac  Mancb^ter,  Lemuel  Bailey, 
Pearce  Perry,  and  George  Weft  cot. 

Little^Complon,  Meffieiifs  Nathaniel  Church,  Perez  Richmond,  and 
Philip  Taylor. 

Warren,  MefTieurs  Nathan  Miller,  Sylvefter  Child,  Daniel  Cole, 
Robert  Carr,  and  William  Barton. 

Cumberland,  Meflieurs  John  Dexter,  Simon  IVhipple,  George  Peek, 
Nathan  Staples,  Nathaniel  Shepardjon,  and  Elijba  Waterman. 

Richmond,  MeiTieurs  Jonathan  Maxjon,  Thomas  Tefft,  Edward 
Perry,  George  Webb,  and  Richard  Bailey,  jun. 

Cranfton,  Meflieurs  Nehemiah  Knight,  Caleb  Potter,  Job  Man^ 
chefter,  William  Field,  and  Richard  Searle. 

Hopkinton,  Meflieurs  Edward  Wells,  John  Maxjon,  Samuel  Bab^ 
cock,  William  Thurfton,  and  Robert  Burdick. 

Johvftvn,  Meflieurs  John  Waterman,  jun.  Noah  Mathewjou,  Andrew 
Harris,  Daniel Manton,  and  William  Latham, 

Narth-Providenct,  MeflTieurs  Eleazer  Jenckts,  Eleazer  Whipple, 
Hope  Angeil,  Thomas  Olney,  and  Chriftopher  Whipple. 

Barrington,  Meflieurs  Samuel  Allen,  John  Short,  Vial  Allen,  Tho- 
mas Allen,  and  Nathaniel  Smith. 

IT  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforejaid.  That  in  cafe  ei- 
ther of  the  faid  Clafles  fhali  refufe  or  negleft  to  fumiih  an  able-bodied 
Man  asaforefaid,  this  Aflembly,  or  the  Council  of  War,  will,  when- 
ever the  Exigencies  of  the  Public  fhali  require,  dire<3:  the  aforefaid 
Committees  refpeftively,  who,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  Qaall  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered  and  direfted,  thereupon  to  detach,  from 
the  Clafs  which  ihall  be  deficient  as  aforefaid,  ah  able-bodied  effective 
Man,  on  ‘fill  the  faid  Battalion  ; That  the  Petfonfo  detached  (Hall  be 
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entitled  to  the  Bounty,  Wages,  and  Allowances,  which  are  received 
by  the  Perfons  who  may  inlillinto  the  faid  Battalion,  by  Virtue  of 
this  Aft,  and  to  fuch  other  Allowances,  if  any,  as  fhall  be  ordered  by 
the  Perfons  who  fhall  make  fuch  Detachment,  to  be  afTeffed  upon  the 
faid  delinquent  Clafs,  agreeable  to  the  Proportion  by  which  the  laft 
State-Tax  was  alfelTed  upon  the  Perfons  who  compofe  the  fame : That 
in  the  faid  AflefTment  the  Eftates  of  all  Perfons  who  are  abfent  from 
this  State,  and  all  other  Eftates,  whether  belonging  to  Abfentees  or 
not,  fhall  be  confidered,  and  fhall  be  at  a proportionable  Part  of  the 
Expence  that  fhall  accrue  to  the  Clafs  to  which  the  fame  fhall  be  put : 
That  if  any  of  the  faid  Clafles  fhall  agree  with,  and  hire  for  fuch  Clafs, 
any  able  effeftive  Man,  to  inlift  voluntarily  into  the  faid  Battalion, 
for  a larger  Bounty  than  is  herein  allowed,  the  Committee  aforefaid 
fhall,  if  fuch  Clafs  cannot  agree  among  themfelves,  affefs  the  fame 
upon  the  Eftates  of  the  faid  Clafs  who  lhall  refufe,  if  the  Committee 
fhall  think  the  Sum  given  re'afonable  and  right,  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  though  the  Perfon  had  been  detached  out  of  the  faid  Clafs  : And 
that  the  faid  AflelTment  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  Colleftor  of  Taxes 
of  the  Town  to  which  fuch  delinquent  Clafs  belongs,  or  to  fuch  Per- 
fon as  the  Committee  fhall  appoint,  who  is  thereupon  direfted  to  col- 
left  and  pay  the  fame,  within  the  Time  and  agreeable  to  the  Orders 
he  fhall  receive  therewith.  Provided neverthelefs,  and  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared, That  thofe  who  fhall  inliAg^intarily  fhall  receive  the  Bounty 
by  this  Aft  allowed,  upon  their  pSl^g  Mufter  j but  that  no  Perfon 
fhall  be  entitled  to  Wages,  until  he  be  detached  or  ordered  to  march 
to  the  Place  of  Rendezvous. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  if  any 
Perfon  or  Perfons  fhall  impede  or  difeourage  the  inlifting  or  procur- 
jMk  ing  the  Men  to  fill  the  faid  Battalion,  agreeable  to  this  Aft,  the 
faid  Committee  are  Hereby  direfted  forthwith  to  detach  every  fuch 
Perfon  as  a Recruit,  to  do  Duty  in  the  faid  Battalion,  agreeable  to 
this  Aft. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Perfons  who  fhall  make  fuch  Detachment,  make  a Return  thereof 
to  the  Brigadier-General,  or  to  one  of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regi- 
ment to  which  the  Perfon  detached  ffiall  belong : That  fuch  Brigadier- 
General,  or  Field-Officer,  fhall  caufe  the  Perfon  fo  detached  to  be 
and  appear  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous,  as  foon  as  polfible  after  Orders 
from  this  Affembly,  or  the  Council  of  V/ar,  ffiall  iffiue  for  the  faid 
Battalion  to  be  rendezvoufed  ; And  that  the  Council  of  War  be,  and 
hereby  are  empowered,  to  call  out  the  faid  Men,  and  order  them  for- 
ward to  the  Place  of  Rendezvous,  whenever  the  fam.e  ffiall  be  required 
by  his  Excellency  General  IVaJhington. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  every 
Perfon  who  ffiall  inlifr,  or  be  detached  into  the  faid  Battalion,  ffiall  be 
reckoned  and  accounted  unto  the  Town  whereof  he  is  an  Inhabitant : 
That  no  Perfon  ffiall  be  inliftedinto  thefaid  Battalion,  who  is  inhi- 
bited from  inlifting  into  the  Continental  Army  by  the  Refolves  of 
Congrefs  ; That  Six  Shillings,  in  the  Bills  emitted  by  this  Aflembly 
at  the  Seffion  \njune  laft,  be  allowed  for  inlifting  each  and  every 
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PerfoTi  who  fhall  pafe  Mufter : And  that  the  M^or-Gencral,  and 
each  of  the  Brigadiers-Gencral,  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  Co- 
lonel John  T opbaniy  be,  and  they  are  hereby  fcverally  appointed,  Muf- 
ter-Mafters  for  the  faid  Battalion. 

AND  it  is  further  Enacted  hj  the  Authority  aferejaid.  That  if 
any  Perfon,  who  fliall  be  detached  as  aforefaid,  lhall  ablent  himfelf, 
and  not  be  to  be  found,  and  lhall  not  procure  an  able-bodied  effective 
Man  to  do  the  Duty  in  his  Stead,  for  which  he  lhall  be  detached  as 
aforefaid,  within  the  Time  aforefaid,  fuch  a Part  of  the  Eftate  of  the 
Perfon  fo  detached  lhall  be  taken  and  difpofed  of,  by  the  Perlbns  who 
lhall  make  fuch  Detachment,  as  lhall  be  fufficient  to  procure  an  able- 
bodied  Man,  to  do  the  faid  Duty  in  his  Stead  ; That  the  Perlbns  who 
lhall  have  made  fuch  Detachment,  are  thereupon  diredted  to  appro- 
priate the  Money  in  procuring  an  able-bodied  elFedtive  Man  accord- 
ingly : That  if  fuch  Perfon,  fo  detached,  lhall  not  be  poflelTed  of  a 
fufficient  Eftate  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Commanding-Officer  of  the 
Reginaent  to  which  he  belongs  lhall  advertife,  in  all  the  public  News- 
Papers  in  this  State,  the  Perfon  who  lhall  abfent  himfelf  as  aforefaid, 
as  a Delinquent,  and  offer  a Reward  of  Three  Hmdred  Pounds,  Law- 
ful Money,  to  be  paid  by  this  State,  to  the  Perfon,  or  Perfons,  who 
lhall  apprehend  fuch  Delinquent:  That  upon  fuch  Delinquent  being 
apprehended  the  faid  Officer  is  direfted  to  deliver  him  to  fome  one  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Continental  Battalions  raifed  by  this  State,  to  do 
Duty  as  a Soldier  therein  for  the  Space  of  One  Year : And  that  if  any 
Perfon>  who  lhall  be  claffed  as  aforefaid,  cannot  be  found,  to  be  no- 
tified thereof,  he  lhall  beprocceded  againft  in  Manner  as  afore-direft- 
cd,  in  cafe  he  had  been  duly  notified  th«-eof. 

AND  it  is  further  EnaSfed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  a ma- 
jor Part  of  the  Perfons,  by  this  A(ft  appointed  in  either  of  the  Towns, 
to  clafs  and  detach  the  faid  Men,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  conftituted, 
a Committee  for  the  Purpofes  of  their  Appointment,  and  empowered 
to  aft  and  do  every  Thing  in  their  refpeftive  Towns  by  this  Aft  en- 
joined them. 

And  whereas  theRefufal  orNegleftof  the  Perfons  by  this  Aft  ap- 
pointed to  clafs  and  detach  the  Men,  &c.  will  defeat  the  important 
Purpofes  thereof : It  is  therefore  further  Enabled,  That  if  either  of 
the  faid  Perfons  appointed  as  aforefaid,  lhall  neglefl  or  refufe  to  clafs 
or  detach  fuch  Men,  who  may  be  deficient  as  aforefaid,  within  the 
Time  aforefaid,  or  who  lhall  not  perform  the  other  Duties  enjoined 
upon  him  by  this  Aft,  for  bringing  the  faid  Men  into  the.  Field,  and 
fhall  be  thereof  convifted,  by  the  Verdift  of  his  Peers,  before  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Affize,  and  General  Gaol  Deli- 
very, in  the  County  where  fuch  Offender  lhall  dwell,  the  Perfon 
fo  convifted  fhall  be  adjudged  and  fentenced  by  the  faid  Court,  to 
be  forever  incapable  of  bearing  any  Office,  civil  or  military,  within 
this  State,  and  alfo  to  pay  all  Colts  of  Profecution  and  Conviftion  ; 
provided  that  Procefs  lhall  be  commenced  againft  fuch  Delinquent 
within  Six  Months  from  fuch  Delinquency,  and  not  after* 
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G,  Comjlock 
allowed 
£.  210. 


AND  it  is  fnrther  EnaSiedy  That  the  General,  Ficlcf  and  Com- 
miflioned^Officers  of  the  Militia  within  this  State  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  called  upon  and  direfted,  to  afford  their  utmoft  Aid  and 
Affiftance  in  carrying  this  Aft  into  Execution. 

AND  it  is  further  EnaSledy  That  the  Committee  aforefaid,  as 
foon  as  they  lhall  have  claffed  the  Inhabitants  of  their  refpeftive 
Towns,  are  hereby  empowered  and  direfted,  to  convene  every  male 
Inhabitant  in  their  refpeftive  Towns,  who  are  fubjeft  to  be  claffed 
as  aforefaid,  fo  that  the  Execution  of  this  Aft  may  not  be  in  the  leaft 
delayed:  And  that  the  Secretary  immediately  caufe  this  Aft  to  be 
printed,  and  fend  a Copy  thereof  to  each  Town-Clerk  in  this  State. 

72"  is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Two  Hundred  and  Ten  Pounds^ 
Lawful  Money,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  General-Treafury, 
to  Gideon  Comjlock,  Efq;  One  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Judicature,  &c.  in  full  Satisfaftion  of  an  Account  by  him  ex- 
hibited, for  his  Time,  Horfe-Hire,  Expences,  &c.  in  attending 
upon  the  faid  Court,  fpecially  convened  at  Tiverton,  in  June  laff, 
being  the  Sum  reported  to  be  due  by  a Committee  appointed  to 
audit  the  fame. 


P.Mumford  is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  T\\zt  One  Thoujand  Seven  Hundred  and 

allowed  Thirty-fix  Pounds  Ten  Shillings,  Lawful  Money,  be  allowed  and 
E-  *736  10/.  paid  out  of  the  General-Treafury,  to  Paul  Mumford,  Efq;  One  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  &c.  in  full  Satis- 
faftion of  an  Account  by  him  charged  againft  the  State,  for  his  Time, 
Horfe-Hire,  Expences,  &c.  in  attending  upon  the  faid  Court,  at 
different  Times,  irom  November,  to  July,  1780;  being  the 

Sum  reported  to  be  due  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the 
fame. 

C.  Keen  z\-  IT  is,  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-feven 
\owci£.\-jj , Pounds,  in  Continental  Bills,  and  Thirteen  Pounds  Four  Shillings, 
in  Bills  of  the  New-Emiffion,  iffued  by  this  State,  be  allowed  and 
Tn  paid  out  of  the  General-Treafuiy,  to  Charles  Keen,  Efq;  it  being 
New-Emif-  the  Amount  of  an  Account  by  him  exhibited,  for  purchafing  Rakes 
fion.  and  Scythes,  by  Order  of  this  Affembly  at  the  prefent  Seffion. 

K.  Taylor  al-  I T is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Nine  Pounds  Twelve  Shillings, 
lowed  £.  9 in  Bills  of  the  New-Emiflion,  iffued  by  this  State,  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  General-Treafury,  to  Mr.  Robert  Taylor,  for  a 
Horfe,  Cart  and  Tackling,  taken  from  him  in  December,  1776,  by 
Order  of  Colonel  John  Cooke,  for  the  Tranfportation  of  the  public 
Stores ; it  being  the  Sum  reported  to  be  due  by  the  Committee  who 
confidered  his  Petition. 


Ta-t  of  IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  a Tax  of  Four  Hundred  Thoufand 

/.  300,000  Pounds,  in  Continental  Bills,  be  affeffed  upon  the  Polls  and  rateable 
Eftates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  : That  the  fame  be  collefted 

and 


ordered. 


O&ober^  1780. 


*3 


An  ACT  for  raifing  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty 
effedive  Men,  for  Three  Years  or  during  the 
War,  to  complete  the  Quota  of  this  State,  of  the 
Army  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  Congrefs,  for  the 
Defence  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  EnaSled  by  this  General  AJJ'embly,  and  by  the  Authority  thereof  it  is  Aft  for  raif* 
hereby  Enadied,  Thac  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty  able-bodied  ing  220 Me», 
efFeftive  Men  be  inlilted  to  ferve  in  the  Battalion  of  this  State,  for  the 
Defence  of  the  United  States  : That  each  Man  fo  inlifting  be  entitled 
to  and  receive  a Bounty  of  One  Hundred  Dollars,  to  be  paid  in  Specie, 
and  Forty  Shillings,  Lawful  Money,  per  Month,  which  fhall  be  paid 
in  Specie,  or  ocher  Money  fully  equivalent,  and  the  Articles  of 
Clothing  annually  allowed  to  Continental  ' Troops ; and  ftiall  be 
yearly  furniihed  by  this  State  with  a Blanket  and  Knapfack. 

AND  it  is  further  EnaBed,  That  the  Men  raifed  for  Six  Months, 
now  in  Col.  Chriftopher  Greene\  Regiment,  be  permitted  to  inlift  into 
the  faid  Service,  and  fhall  upon  their  inlifting  receive  a Furlough  until 
the  Firft  Day  of  fana^xry  Jicxt,  whpn  thpir  faid  Bounty  fhall  be  paid, 
and  in  Default  thereof,  each  Perfon  fo  inlifted  fhalJ  be  at  his  full 
Liberty. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled,  That  the  Officers  of  Col.  Greene’s 
Battalion  be  appointed  recruiting  Officers  for  the  faid  Service,  and 
fhall  receive  Two  Dollars  in  Specie  for  every  Man  they  fhall  inlift, 
upon  his  paffing  Mufter  before  Col.  Greene,  who  is  hereby  appointed 
Mufter-Mafter  : And  that  in  cafe  any  Perfon  inlifted  fhall  not  pals 
Mufter,  the  Perfon  inlifting  him  fhall  fuffer  the  Lofs  of  the  Bounty 
that  fliall  be  by  him  advanced. 

AND  it  h further  F.nnEieily  That  every  I’crlon  to  be  inlifted,  either 
from  the  faid  Recruits  or  any  other  Perfon  belonging  to  the  State,  fhall 
finally  be  accounted  to  the  Town  to  which  he  fhall  refpeftively  belong, 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  faid  Recruits  are  now  accounted  : That  any 
Perfon  who  fhall  inlift  a Soldier  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  entitled  to  the 
fame  Allowance  as  an  Officer  of  the  faid  Battalion  is  by  this  A<5t  entitled 
for  recruiting ; And  that  the  Delinquents  in  the  laft  general  Alarm, 
who  were  bound  by  Law  to  appear  at  the  Places  of  Parade,  fhall  fur- 
nifh  Recruits  for  Three  Years,  or  during  the  War,  in  the  following 
Proportions,  to  wit : every  Twelve  Delinquents  fhall  furnifh  One 
Recruit,  under  fuch  Reftriftions  and  Regulations  as  this  AlTembly 
fhall  order  at  the  next  Seffion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnifh  a fufficient  Number  of  bUnk 
Inliftments,  in  the  ufual  Form. 

D I <r 

119.  R.  1. — General  Assembly,  Providence;  A & R,  Oct.  1780;  Act,  4th 
Mon.  Oct.  1780,  p.  75. 
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Rents  now  due  for  the  faid  Eflrates  be  paid  by  the  refpe^Hve  Tenants, 
from  whom  the  fame  are  due,  to  the  faid  Stephen  Ayrault, 

IT  is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Archibald  Crary,  Efq;  Hopkins  Cooke,  Committee 
Efq;  and  Mr.  Stephen  Mumford,  be  and  they- are  hereby  appointed 
Committee,  to  adjuft  the  Accounts  of  George  Irifh,  Efq;  with  this  State;, 
and  that  they  make  Report  to  this  Affembly  as  foon  as  may  be. 

Whereas  Col.  Chrijiopher  Greene's  Regiment  is  ordered  by  his  Committee 
Excellency  General  Wajhington  to  march  out  of  this  State,  whereby  CuaH  forthe 
the  public  Stores  at  Pro’oidence  will  be  left  unguarded:  It  is  there-  Stores  in /’«- 
fore  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  John  I.  Clark,  Efq;  Mr.  JoJeph  Brown,  vidence. 
and  Welcome  Arnold,  Efq;  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a Com- 
mittee to  procure  a fufficient  Guard  for  the  faid  Stores:  That  the 
faid  Guard  be  relieved  by  the  new  Recruits,  as  fall  as  they  lhall 
be  returned  for  Duty  : That  they  agree  with  the  faid  Guard  on  the 
bed  Terms  they  can  : That  they  draw  the  Money  for  paying  them,  out 
of  the  General-Treafury,  as  the  fame  fhall  become  due  weekly  ; and 
that  they  account  for  all  the  Money  by  them  fo  drawn. 


See  also  original 
pp.  37,  38 


An  ACT  for  filling  up  and  completing  this 
State’s  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army, 

WHEREAS  for  the  Support  and  Continuance  of  the  prefent  Aft  for  ralf- 
juft  and  neceflary  War,  on  the  Part  of  the  United  States  of  Ame-  3°® 

Wica,  in  order  to  infure  to  ourfelves  and  Pofterity  the  BlelTings  flowing 
from  Peace,  Liberty  and  Independence,  and  to  compel  the  Enemy  to 
agree  to  a juft  and  an  equitable  Accommodation,  it  is  indifpenfably 
necefTafy  that  a regular,  efficient  and  permanent  Force  be  immediately 
engaged  in  the  public  Defence  : And  whereas  the  Number  of  Three 
Hundred  and  Eight  Men,  purfuant  to  a late  Refolve  of  Congrefs,  has 
been  apportioned  to  this  State,  as  their  Quota  of  the  new  Army  to  be 
raifed  ; and  his  Excellency  General  Wajhington  hath  called  ffir  the  faid 
Men  to  take  the  Field  as  foon  as  may  be ; 

Therefore,  in  order  as  much  as  poffible  to  co-operate  with  and 
promote  fuch  Meafures  as  ffiall  be  durable  and  fubftantial,  as  recom- 
mended by  Congrefs,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces  of 
the  United  States,  Be  it  EnaSfed  by  this  General  AJfembly,  and  by  the 
Authority  thereof  it  is  Enabled,  That  Three  Hundred  and  Eight  able- 
bodied  effeftive  Men,  including  non-commiffioned  Officers,  being  the 
Quota  of  this  State  as  aforefaid,  be  forthwith  raifed  within  this  State, 
to  ferve  during  the  War,  or  Three  Years  ; and  that  the  whole  Number 
aforefaid  be  apportioned  to  the  feveral  Towns  in  this  State,  agreeable 
10  a mean  Prbportion  between  the  rateable  Polls  and  the  rateable 
Eftates,  compared  with  the  whole  Naimber  of  Polls,  and  the  whole 
iiateable  Property  in  the  State,  as  follows,  to  wit  t 
' Theri 

621.  R.  I.^ — General  Assembly,  East  Greenwich;  A & R,  Nov.  lySo; 

Act,  last  Mon.  Nov.  1780,  pp.  35-43. 
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There  fhall  be  raifed  and  inlifted  by  the  Town  of 


Newporty 

16  Men* 

Port/mouth, 

4 

fameftown. 

2 

Middletown, 

2 

Riverton, 

12 

Little-Compton, 

9 

4$ 

Providence, 

21 

Smithfield, 

19 

Scituate, 

21 

Cloucefter, 

19 

Cumberland, 

10 

Cranjlon, 

12 

yohnjlon. 

7 

North- Providence 

5 

114 

PTeJlerty, 

1 1 

North-KingHown, 

15 

South-Kingftown, 

23 

Charlejlown, 

9 

Richmond, 

8 

Hopkinton, 

10 

Exeter, 

12 

83 

Prifioli 

7 

Warren, 

5 

Barrington, 

3 

15 

Warwick, 

15 

Eajt- Greenwich, 

9 

Weft-Greenwich, 

10 

Coventry, 

12 

46 

308 

jiND  he  it  further  EnaSled  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  each  and 
every  Perfon  inlifting  into  this  State’s  Battalion,  ferving  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  who  fhall  inlift  for  the  Term  of  Three  Years,  or 
during  the  War,  fhall  receive  each  and  every  Year  the  following  Arti- 
cles of  Cloathing,  to  witi 

One  Hat,  One  good  woollen  Coat,  well  lined  and  trimmed.  Two 
Waiftcoats,  Two  Pair  of  Breeches,  One  Rifle-Frock,  One  Pair  of 
Overalls,  Three  Shirts,  Two  Pair  of  Stockings,  Two  Pair  of  Shoes* 
One  good  Blanket,  and  Knapfack ; and  fhall  alfb  be  allowed  l!he  Sum 
of  Forty  Shillings t Lawful  Money,  in  Silver  or  Gold,  or  other  Money 
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fully  equivalelit  in  Value  thereto,  Wages  per  Month,  and  all  fuch  other 
Refrelhrments  and  Emoluments  whatfoever,  as  thofe  already  engaged 
in  the  Rhode-IJland  Line  of  the  Continental  Army  are  entitled  to  have 
and  receive. 


J N D it  is  further  EnaHed  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  every 
Perfon  who  hath  inlifted  or  fliall  inlift  into  the  faid  Battalion,  lhall 
be  accounted  and  credited  to  the  Town  to  which  he  fliall  belong,  in 
the  fame  Manner  and  upon  the  fame  Principles  as  Recruits  have  been 
accounted  to  belong  to  their  refpedive  Towns  heretofore. 


AND  he  it  further  Enddled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That,  in  cafe 
/the  aforefaid  Number  of  Men,  proportioned  to  each  Town  as  afore- 
faid, fliall  not  be  raifed  and  inlifted  by  fuch  Town  on  or  before  the  Firfl; 
Day  of  January  next,  the  Perfons  hereafter  named,  as  Committees 
in  the  Towns  refpeftively,  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and 
required,  to  form  all  male  Perfons  whofoever,  of  the  Age  of  Sixteen 
Years  and  upwards,  refiding  in  their  refpeftive  Towns  (Indians,  Mu- 
Jattoes  andNegroes,  exceptecf)  intoClaffes,  according  to  the  Deficiency 
of  each  Town  refpeftivelylNthat  is  to  fay,  into  as  many  Claffes  as  there 
are  Men  to  be  inlifted  by  fuch  Townj  which  Committees  fliall  clafs 
the  whole  of  the  Inhabitants  of  their  refpedtive  Towns,  on  the  Firfl: 
D»y  of  January  next,  as  equitably  as  may  be,  according  to  the  Num- 
ber of  Polls  and  the  Value  of  the  Eftates  of  the  Perfons  to  be  clafTedj 
mingling  the  Rich  and  Poor  together,  fo  as  to  make  the  Claffes  in 
Point  of  Eftate  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be:  That  they  immediately 
give  Notice  thereof  to  the  Perfons  fo  claffed,  by  furnifhing  the  Flead 
of  the  Clafs  with  a Copy  of  the  Lift  of  the  Perfons  of  which  it  confifts  : 
That  each  of  the  faid  Claffed  fliall,  on  or  before  the  Tenth  Day  of 
January  next,  procure  a good,  able-bodied  effecjlive  Man,  to  ferve 
during  the  War,  or  for  Three  Years : That  in  cafe  any  one  or  more 
of  faid  Claffes  fliall  negledl  or  refufe  to  procure  their  Recruits,  by  the 
Time  limited  as  aforefaid,  fuch  Town  is  hereby  fully  authorized  and 
empowered  to  hire  fuch  Recruit  for  each  of  the  faid  neglefting  Claffes, 
and  may  alfefs  the  faid  Clafs,  or  the  feveral  negledling  Individuals 
thereof,  in  the  fame  Proportions  as  the  Taxes  ordered  by  this  Aflem- 
bly  at  the  prefent  Seffion  are  affcffed  in  faid  Town,  againft  the  Indi- 
viduals of  fuch  Clafs ; but  if  it  fliall  happen  that  the  fame  fliall  not 
be  alfeffed,  in  that  Cafe  according  to  the  Proportion  of  the  laft  pre- 
ceding State  Tax  affeffed  in  faid  Town,  double  the  Sum  which  fuch 
Town  fliall  give  to  hire  faid  Recruit:  That  the  feveral  Town  Col- 
lectors, or  fuch  otherPerfons  as  fliall  by  fuch  Town  be  appointed  for  that 
Purpofe,  be  and  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  by  Diftrefs 
Or  otherwife  to  colledl  faid  AfiTefTment,  and  to  pay  the  fame  within 
the  Time  and  agreeable  to  the  Orders  they  fliall  receive  from  fuch 
Town  : And  that  each  and  every  Town  which  fliall  negledl  to  raife  their 
■whole  Quota  of  Men  by  the  Sixteenth  Day  of  faid  January,  fliall  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  Treafurer  of  this  State,  as  a Penalty  for  fuch  Negleft, 
double  the  Sum  it  fliall  coft  upon  an  Average  to  procure  a Recruit, 
for  each  and  every  Deficiency  ; to  be  collefted  by  adding  the  fame  to 
ithe  next  State  Tax  which  fliall  be  afTeflTed  on  faid  Town.  And  more- 
\over,  that  if  either  of  the  faid  Claffes  fliall  negleft  or  refufe  to  furnifli 
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an  able-bodied  Man  as  aforefaid,  on  or  before  the  faid  Tenth  Day  of 
^January.,  the  Perfons  appointed  to  clafs  the  faid  Men  be  and  hereby  are 
enipowerd'd  and  required  thereupon  to  detach,  between  the  Tenth  and 
tbe  Sixteenth  Days  of  faid  January,  from  the  Clafs  which  fhall  be 
deficient  as  aforefaid,  an  able-bodied  effeftive  Man,  to  ferve  in  this 
State’s  Battalion  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stares,  during  the  faid 
Term  of  Three  Years  j and  that  the  Perfon  fo  detached  lhall  be 
entitled  to  the  Wages  and  Allowances  which  are  received  by  the  Per- 
fons who  have  infilled  or  lhall  infill  into  faid  Battalion,  and  fuch  other 
Allowances  (if  any)  as  lhall  be  ordered  by  faid  Committee  to  be  aflefled 
upon  and  colledled  frOm  the  faid  delinquent  Clafs,  as  before  ditedled  ': 
And  that  in  the  faid  Affeffment  the  Eftates  of  all  Perfons  who  are 
abfent  from  this  State,  and  all  other  Eftates,  whether  belonging  to 
Abfentees  or  not,  fhall  be  confidered  and  fhall  bear  a proportionable 
Part  of  the  Expence  that  fliall  accrue  to  the  Clafs  to  which  the  fame 
fhall  be  put.  And  in  cafe  any  one  or  more  Individuals  in  a Clafs  fhall 
procure  a Recruit  at  his  or  their  Expence,  the  Expence  fo  paid  fhall  be 
reimburfed  and  repaid  to  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  advancing  the  fame, 
by  the  faid  Clafs  upon  whom  the  fame  fhall  be  aireffed  as  aforefaid, 
and  from  whom  the  fame  fliall  be  collefted  in  the  fame  Proportions 
as  herein  before  dire6led  ; provided  the  Money  fo  paid  be  done  with 
the  ConEnt  and  Approbation  of  the  major  Part  of  the  Committee  of  I 
the  Town  to  which  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  belong.  / 

AND  he- it  further  EnaEled  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Per- 
fons hereafter  named  be  appointed  Committees  in  the  Towns  to  which 
they  refpeftively  belong,  for  the  Purpofes  in  this  A6l  mentioned  : That 
they  be  paid  for  their  Services  by  their  refpedlive  Towns ; and  that 
they,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  be  empowered  to  aft  and  do  every 
Thing  by  this  A6l  required,  to  wit : 

Newport.  MefTieurs  Chriftopher  Ellery , William  'Tdggart,  Job  Eafton, 
Robert  Eaylor,  and  John  Hopham. 

Portfmouth.  Meflieurs  David  Gifford,  Alexander  "Thomas,  John  Will- 
tox,  jun.  Robert  Lawton,  and  Nathan  Brownell. 

Jameftown.  Meflieurs  John  Weeden,  Edisoard  Carr,  jUn.  and  Samuel 
Carr,  jun. 

Middletown.  MefTieurs  Giles  Sanford,  Thomas  Beckham,  and  Oliver 
Durfee. 

Tiverton.  Meflieurs  Benjamin  Jenckes,  John  Cooke,  Ifactc  Manchefter, 
George  Weftgate,  and  Pierce  Perry. 

Little-Compton.  Meflieurs  Perez  Richmond,  Philip  Taylor,  and 
Nathaniel  Church. 

Providence.  MefTieurs  Jabez  Bowen,  John  Brown,  John  Mathewfon, 
Paul  Allen,  Levi  Hall,  Nathaniel  Wheaton,  and  John  Demount. 
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SmithfieU.  Meflieurs  Andrew  Watnman,  Daniel  Mowry,  4th,  Ed-- 
ward  'Thomfjon,  Peleg  Arnold,  William  Aldrich,  and  Sylvanus  Bucklin. 

Scituate.  Meffieurs  Stephen  Kimball,  Jofeph  Knight',  Samuel  Wilbour-, 
Ifaac  Hopkins,  and  Simeon  Herrenden. 

Gloucejler.  Meflleurs  EUflsa  Bartlet,  'Jonathan  Harris,  Solomon  Owen, 
John  Fenner,  John  Wells,  Benajah  Whipple,  and  Capt.  John  Smith. 

Cumberland.  Meflieiirs  John  Dexter,  Simon  Whipple,  George  Peck, 
Nathan  Staples,  Nathaniel  Shepardjon,  and  Elijha  Waterman. 

Cranjlon.  Meflleurs  Nehemiah  Knight,  Job  Manchejter,  and  William 
Field. 

JohnJlon.  Meflleurs  Emor  Olney,  Jofeph  Waterman,  Abraham  Belknap, 
Ebenezer  Sprague,  arid  Job  Waterman,  jun. 

North  Providence.  Meflleur-s  Eleazar  Jenckes,  Eleazdr  Whipple,  Hope 
Angell,  F bomas  Olney,  and  Chriflopher  Whipple. 

Wejlerly.  Meflleurs  Jamet  Babcock,  Jofeph  Crandall,  and  Daniel 
Rogers. 

North-Kingllown.  Meflleurs  John  Allen,  Fhomas  Cotterell,  and  Job 
Card. 

South-Kingliown.  Meflleurs  Carder  Hazard,  Fhomas  Potter,]xxn.  John 
Gardner,  Robert  Brown,  and  Samuel  Babcock. 

Charleftown.  Meflleurs  Jofeph  Hoxfie,  Jofeph  Stanton, ysn.  and  James 
Congdon- 

Richmond.  Meflleurs  Edward  Perry,  Fhomas  Lillibridge,  and  Jofeph 
Woodmanfie,  jun. 

Hopkinton.  Meflleurs  Edward  Wells,  John  Maxfon,  Samuel  Babcock, 
William  Fhurflon,  Robert  Burdick,  and  Fhomas  Wells,  2d. 

Exeter.  Meflleurs  Pardon  FUlinghafl,  Daniel  Sunderlin,  and  Samuel 
Gorton. 

Brifol.  Meflleurs  Peter  Church,  LoringPeck,  Charles  Dewobfe,  Jona- 
than Rujfell,  John  Howland,  jun.  and  Shearjafhub  Bourne,  jun. 

Warren.  Meflleurs  Nathan  Miller,  Sylvefler  Child,  and  Daniel  Cole. 

Barrington.  Meflleurs  Fhomas  Allen,  Samuel  Allen,  Vial  Allen,  John 
Short,  and  Nathaniel  Smith. 

Warwick.  Meflleurs  John  Waterman,  Robert  Rhodes,  Job  Randall, 
Squire  Millard,  and  Capt.  Fhomcts  Rice. 

Eaji- 


174 


40 


November^  1780 


Eafl-Greimvich.  Meffieurs  ‘Job  Pearce ^ William  Arnold^  Ijaacjohn/on^ 
Allen  JohnJon,  and  Rufus  Spencer. 

Weft -Greenwich.  Meflleurs  Thomas  Gorton,  Jofeph  Hopkins,  Samuel 
Hopkins,  jun.  Thomas  Joftyn,  and  fonatban  Niles. 

Coventry.  Meffieurs  Stephen  Potter,  William  Burlingame,  Samuel  Wall, 
Archibald  Kajfon,  William  Roy,  John  Rice,  and  JJaac  JohnJon. 

A ND  it  is  further  EnaAed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Com- 
mittee who  make  fych  Detachment,  fhall  make  Return  thereof  to 
either  of  the  Field  Officers  of  faid  Battalion,  or  fuch  other  Perfon  as 
fhall  be  appointed  by  fuch  Field  Officer  ; which  Field  Officer,  or 
Perfon  by  him  fo  appointed,  ffiall  be  Mufter-Mafter  of  the  faid  Men, 
■whofe  Bufinefs  it  ffiall  be,  in  Conjundion  with  the  Field  Officers  of  the 
Regiment  to  which  faid  detached  Perfon  belongs,  to  fee  that  the  Per- 
fons  fo  detached,  provided  they  pafs  Muller,  join  the  faid  Battalion,  to 
ferve  as  Soldiers  therein,  under  the  fame  Regulations  and  Reftridlions 
as  Perfons  voluntarily  inlifting  j and  that  the  whole  of  the  Men,  fo 
inlifted  or  detached,  ffiall  be  ready  to  march  and  take  the  Field  on  the 
Firft  Day  of  February  next : That  their  Pay  commence  from  the  Time 
tliey  ffiall  inlift,  or  be  detached  as  aforefaid  : That  Three  Dollars  (Paper 
Currency)  per  Mile,  be  allowed  to  each  Perfon  inlifted  or  detached  as 
aforefaid,  from  his  Place  of  Refidence,  for  his  Travel  and  Expences  in 
going  to  be  muftered,  and  to  join  the  faid  Battalion,  at  tho  Place 
appointed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  thereof  as  their  Rendezvous : 
And  that  in  cafe  any  Clafs  ffiall  inlift  a Perfon  who  ffiall  not  pafs  Muller, 
fuch  Clafs  ffiall  within  Ten  Days  afterwards  procure  another  able-bodi- 
ed Man  who  may  pafs  Muller,  under  the  fame  Penalty  for  Negledt  as 
aforefaid. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  in  cafe 
any  Perfon  who  ffiall  be  detached  as  aforefaid  ffiall  conceal  or  abfenc 
himfelf,  without  previoufly  procuring  an  able-bodied  effedlive  Man  to 
ferve  in  his  Stead  in  faid  Regiment,  on  or  before  the  Firft  Day  of 
February  next,  fuch  a Part  of  the  Eftate  of  the  Perfon  fo  detached  ffiall 
be  taken  and  difpofed  of  at  Vendue,  by  faid  Committee,  as  ffiall  be 
fufficient  to  procure  an  able-bodied  Man  to  ferve  in  his  Stead  as  afore- 
faid, who  ffiall  appropriate  the  fame  accordingly  : That  if  the  Perfon 
fo  detached  ffiall  not  be  poflefled  of  a fufficient  Eftate  for  that  Purpofe, 
the  faid  Officer  or  Mufter-Mafter  ffiall  advertife  him  in  all  the  News- 
Papers  of  this  State  as  a Deferter,  and  offer  a Reward  of  Three  Hundred 
Pounds,  Lawful  Money,  to  be  paid  by  this  State  to  the  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons who  ffiall  apprehend  him  ; And  that  in  cafe  any  Perfon  who  ffiall 
be  clafled  as  aforefaid  cannot  be  found  to  be  notified  thereof,  he  ffiall 
be  proceeded  againft  in  Manner  as  afore-direfted,  in  cafe  he  had  been 
duly  notified  thereof. 

And  as  a further  Encouragement  to  Perfons  to  enter  into  public 
Service,  arid  to  do  the  Duty  affigned  them  by  Law,  It  is  further  EnaSed 
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hy  the  Authority  aforejaid.  That  every  Twelve  of  the  Delinquents  upon, 
the  laft  general  Alarm,  who  were  bound  by  Law  to  appear  at  the 
Places  of  Parade,  and  every  Twelve  of  thofe  who  deferred  from  the 
Service  after  having  joined  their  refpeftive  Corps  in  faid  Alarm,  fliall 
furnifh  an  able-bodied  effedtive  Man,  to  make  up  the  Deficiency  of 
the  Town  to  which  fuch  Delinquents  or  Deferters  refpedfively  belong : 
That  the  faid  Delinquents  or  Deferters  be  afcertained  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  feveral  Towns  as  aforefaid,  by  the  Returns  of  their  refpec- 
tive  Colonels,  which  have  been  or  fhall  be  hereafter  made  : That  the 
faid  Committee,  fliall  determine  the  Proportion  of  the  Expence  which 
each  Delinquent  or  Deferter  fhall  pay  tov/ards  procuring  an  able-bodied 
Man  for  the  Clafs  to  which  fuch  Delinquent  or  Deferter  fhall  belong, 
as  they  the  faid  Committee  fhall  judge  juft  and  right:  And  that  if 
there  fhall  not  be  a fufRcient  Number  of  Delinquents  and  Deferters 
as  aforefaid  in  any  Town,  the  Committee  appointed  to  clafs  them  as 
aforefaid  are  empowered  and  diredled  to  alTefs  and  rolleft  from  fuch 
Delinquent  or  Deferter,  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid,  fuch  Sum  as  the 
Committee  fhall  judge  to  be  juft  and  right,  in  Manner  as  aforefaid. 

A ND  belt  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That  the  Com- 
mittee aforefaid,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  be  and  they  hereby  are 
empowered  to  affefs  and  tax  any  and  all  Perfons  above  the  Age  of 
Sixteen  Years,  and  under  the  Age  of  Twenty-one  Years,  as  they  fhall 
think  ought  to  contribute  in  Cafh  towards  raifing  a Recruit  as  afore- 
faid : And  that  faul  Committee  be  further  empowered  to  affefs  and 
levy  the  fame,  either  on  the  Eftates  of  the  Infants,  if  they  have  any, 
or  on  the  Eftates  of  che  Parents,  Mafters  or  Guardians,  as  the  Com- 
mittees aforefaid  may  judge  proper. 

And  whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this  Affembly,  that  certain  difaf- 
fefted  Perfons  within  this  State  have  heretofore  greatly  impeded  the 
recruiting  Service  : For  preventing  whereof  in  future.  It  is  further 
^nailed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.,  That  the  faid  Committees  be  em- 
powered and  diredVed  to  make  Enquiry  into  the  fame : And  that  if  it 
fhall  appear,  by  fufficient  Proof,  that  either  of  the  Inhabitants  of  their 
faid  Towns  fhall  impede  or  difcourage  the  inlifting  or  procuring  the 
Men  to  inlift  into  the  faid  Battalion,  in  fuch  Cafe  the  faid  Committee 
be  and  hereby  are  direifted  forthwith  to  detach  fuch  Perfon  as  a Recruit 
to  do  Duty  in  the  faid  Battalion,  to  be  reckoned  to  the  Town  to  which 
he  belongs,  who  in  cafe  of  Delinquency  fhall  be  proceeded  againft  as 
herein  diredled: 

And  whereas  the  Refufal  or  Negleft  of  the  Perfons  by  this  Act 
appointed  to  clafs  and  detach  the  Men,  i£c.  will  defeat  the  important 
Purpofes  thereof : It  is  therefore  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaidy 
That  if  either  of  the  faid  Perfons,  appointed  as  aforefaid,  fhall  negleft 
or  refufe  to  clafs  or  detach  faid  Men  who  may  be  deficient  as  aforefaid, 
within  the  Time  aforefaid,  or  who  fhall  not  perform  the  other  Duties 
enjoined  him  by  this  Aft,  and  fhall  thereof  be  convidted  by  the  Vcr- 
didt  of  his  Peers  before  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  fsfc.  in  the 
County  where  fuch  Offender  fhall  dwell,  the  Perfon  fo  convidled  fhall 
be  adjudged  and  fentenced  by  faid  Court  to  be  forever  incapable  of 
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bearing  any  Office,  civil  or  military,  within  this  State,  and  pay  all 
Cofts  of  Profecution  and  Convidtion ; Provided  that  Procefs  ffiall  be 
commenced  againft  fuch  Delinquent  within  Six  Months  for  fuch  De- 
linquency,  and  not  after. 

ANT)  it  is  further  EnaHed  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Gene- 
ral, Field  and  commiffioned  Officers,  of  the  Militia  within  this  State, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  called  upon  and  required  to  afford  their  utmoft 
Aid  and  Affiftance  in  carrying  this  Act  into  Execution  : And  that  it 
ffiall  be  the  immediate  Duty  of  the  Field  Officers  of  the  Regiment  to- 
which  any  Perfon  detached  as  aforel’aid  belongs,  to  caufe  the  Perfoa 
fo  detached  to  appear  at  the  Place  appointed  for  their  Rendezvous, 
on  the  faid  Firft  Day  of  February,  to  be  muttered  and  join  the  Bat- 
talion, to  do  Duty  therein,  agreeable  to  this  Ad. 

A ND  it  is  fitrther  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforejaid.  That  the  feve- 
ral  Towns  ffiall  procure  for  each  Recruit  they  are  hereby  ordered  to 
raife,  a good  Blanket  ; and  that  fuch  Town  ffiall  be  allowed  Eighty 
Pounds  for  each  good  Blanket  procured  as  aforefaid,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  next  State  Tax  affeffed  on  fuch  Town. 

And  whereas  an  Ad  hath  been  paffed  at  the  prefent  Seffion,  for 
affeffing  the  Sum  of  Sixteen  Thoujand  Pounds,  in  Silver  Money,  Part 
whereof  is  to  be  appropriated  for  railing  the  faid  Men  ; and  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  Money  ffiould  be  furniffied  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order  to 
expedite  the  Bufinefs  : It  is  hereby  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  afore- 
jaid, That  the  Towns  refpedively  ffiall  procure  the  Money  neceffary 
for  this  Purpofe  in  fuch  Way  as  they  ffiall  think  bell,  by  hiring  of 
affeffing  the  famcj  or  otherwife.  And  the  follov/ing  Sums  ffiall  be 
reimburfed  and  repaid  to  fuch  Town,  out  of  faid  Tax,  for  tach  Perfon 
who  ffiall  inlift  for  the  Term  of  Three  Years,  or  during  the  War,  One 
hundred Spanijh  milled  Dollars  ■,  and  for  each  Perfon  inlifting  during  the 
War,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Spanijh  milled  Dollars.  And  after  any 
Town  ffiall  have  inlifted  or  detached  their  Proportion,  or  any  Part  there- 
of, of  the  aforefaid  Men,  the  Men  fo  inlifted  or  detached  fliail  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  Mufter-Mafter  j and  in  cafe  the  faid  Men  ffiall  pafj 
Mufter,  he  ffiall  thereupon  give  a Certificate  in  Behalf  of  fuch  Town, 
mentioning  the  Name  and  the  Town  of  the  Perfon  fo  inlifted  or  de- 
tached, and  the  Time  for  which  he  ffiall  be  engaged,  which  being 
delivered  to  the  Colleftor,  and  by  him  produced  to  the  General-Trea- 
furer,  ffiall  ferve  as  a Dilcharge  to  fuch  Town  for  fui  h a Sum  as  is 
allowed  and  advanced  by  the  State  for  each  Perfon  inli  ted  or  de- 
tached for  fuch  Town  ffiall  amount  to,  purfuant  to  this  Ad,  and  be 
credited  by  the  General-Treafurer  accordingly. 

A ND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforejaid.  That  the  Secre- 
tary immediately  caufe  this  A£t  to  be  printed,  and  fend  Four  Copies 
thereof  to  each  of  the  Town-Clerks  in  this  State,  who  ffiall,  immedi- 
ately after  receiving  the  fame,  deliver  Three  of  faid  Copies  to  the  faid 
Committee  of  his  Town,  or  fome  Member  thereof,  the  other  Copy  to 
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remain  in  his  Office ; and  fliall  alfo  ifliie  his  Warrant  for  convening 
the  Inhabitants  of  fuch  Town,  in  order  to  make  known  the  faid  Aft, 
that  all  Perfoiis  concerned  may  exert  themfelves  for  carrying  the  fame 
into  Execution,  with  as  much  Speed  as  may  be. 


Whereas  the.  non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  inlifted  Six  Months 
into  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Col.  Chriflopher  Greene^  for  Six 
Months,  have  been  difeharged  from  the  fame  ; And  whereas  it  is  ^ 
rcprefented  to  this  AflTembly,  that  divers  of  the  Towns  or  ClaflTes  for 
whom  they  were  inlifted  have  contrafted  to  pay  the  Wages  of  the  Men 
by  them  inlifted,  which  will  become  due  on  the  Firft  Day  of  January 
next : And  whereas  it  will  be  neceflary  that  the  fame  fhould  be  paid 
immediately,  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid  Men  lhall  again  inlill,  agreeable 
to  an  Aft  pafled  at  the  prefent  SefTion,  for  filling  up  and  complet- 
ing this  State’s  Quota  of  the  Continental  Army  : It  is  therefore  Voted 
and  Re/olved,  That  if  an/  Town  or  Number  of  Men,  who  have  been 
dafled  for  furnifhing  the  faid  Six  Months  Men,  or  who  lhall  be  clafled 
for  furnilhing  Recruits  agreeable  to  the  faid  Aft,  palTed  at  the  pre- 
fent Sefllon,  lhall  pay  or  raufe  to  be  paid  to  any  or  either  of  the  non- 
commiflioned  Officers  or  Soloiers,  who  infilled  for  Six  Months  as  afore- 
faid,  the  Wages  refpeflivdv  due  to  them,  fuch  Sum  or  Sums 
of  Money  fo  advanced  by  them  lhall  be  allowed  and  paid  them  out 
of  the  General-Treafury,  in  the  fame  Currency  as  they  lhall  fo  advance  : 

And  that  this  Aflembly  will,  as  foon  as  may  be,  take  Meafures  for 
fupplying  the  Treafury  with  Money  for  that  Purpofe  j as  alfo  for  dif- 
charging  and  paying  the  Wages  due  to  all  the  non-commiffioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  inlifted  into  the  faid  Regiment  for  Six 
Months  as  aforefaid. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Rejotved,  That  Fifty  Pounds  Eight  Shillings,  in  Con-  IV.  Arnold 
tinental  Money  of  the  old  Emiffions,  be  allowed  and  pa'd  out  of  the  '°wed  E S® 
General-Treafury  to  Mr.  fVilliam  Arnold-,  it  being  the  Amount  of  an 
Account  by  him  exhibited  for  entertaining  the  Committee  appointed 
to  take  up  difaffefted  Perfons. 

An  ACT  for  aflefling  and  apportioning  a Rate 
or  Tax  of  One  Millmi  of  Pounds^  in  Continental 
Bills  of  the  old  Emiflions,  now  in  Circulation, 
upon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State. 

Be  it  Enafied  hy  this  General  AJfemhly,  and  by  the  Authority  thereof  it  Apportion- 
is  hereby  EnaSled,  That  a Tax  of  One  Million  of  Pounds,  in  Con-  men  of  the 
uncmal  Bills  of  the  old  Emiffions  now  in  Circulation,  lhall  be  aflefled  Continental 
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An  A C T in  Addition  to  and  Amendment  of  an 
A<a,  paiTed  at  the  laft  Selllon  of  this  Aflembly, 
for  filling  up  and  compleating  this  State’s  Quota 
of  the  Continental  Army.  see  in  general 

WHEREAS  in  an  Aft  patTed  at  the  laft  Seflion  of  this  Af-  Additional 
fembly,  for  filling  up  the  Continental  Battalion,  raifed  by  Aft  for  raif- 
this  State,  the  Powers  of  the  Committees  of  the  feveral  Towns  are 
not  explicitly  declared,  whereby  Miftakesmay  arife,  and  the  Pur- . 
pbfes  of  the  faid  A6t  in  a Degree  defeated  : 

B E it  therefore  Enabled  and  Declared  by  this  General  jijfemblyy 
and  it  is  hereby  Enacted  and  Declared,  That  the  faid  Committees 
are  in  and  by  the  faid  A(fl  empowered,  to  inlift  for,  or  detach  from, 
the  Clafles  made  up  of  Delinquents  in  the  late  Alarm  at  their  Dif- 
cretion;  and  to  aflefs  the  Individuals  infuchClafs,  and  the  Indi- 
viduals and  Eftates  contained  in  the  Lifts  of  other  Clafles  in  fuch 
Sums  as  their  refpedive  Recruits  lhall  coft  for  their  Bounties,  and 
the  neceflTary  Expences  in  procuring  them,  or  what  each  Perfon  de- 
tached is  to  receive,  as  they  lhall  think  juft  and  right;  and  deliver 
fuch  Afleflment  to  the  Colleftor  of  Taxes  for  fuch  Town,  with  their 
Warrant  annexed  thereto,  directing  him  to  levy  and  colledl  the 
fame  within  Ten  Days  from  the  Receipt  thereof,  and  pay  the  Mo- 
ney when  collefted,  to  fuch  Perfon  in  each  Clafs  as  they  in  their 
W arrant  lhall  direct,  for  the  Payment  of  the  faid  Bounties  and  Ex- 
pences : That  the  faid  Colleftors  of  Taxes  for  the  refpeilive  Towns 
for  the  Time  being,  be  and  they  are  hereby  required  and  empow- 
ered, on  Receipt  of  the  faid  Lifts,  to  colleft  from  the  Perfons  and 
Eftates  of  the  feveral  Perfons  therein  contained  the  feveral  Sums 
fet  againft  their  refpedive  Names ; and  in  Cafe  of  their  Refufal  or 
Negle£t  to  pay  the  lame,  to  proceed  as  the  Law  diredls  for  colleft- 
ing  of  Taxes,  and  when  coUeded  to  pay  the  fame  as  aforefaid  : 

And  that  the  faid  Coiledors  for  their  Services  therein  may  charge 
the  fame  Fees  as  the  Law  allows  in  colledling  Town  and  State  Tax- 
es, which  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  colleft  from  the  Individu- 
als from  whom  they  colled:  the  faid  AflelTment ; any  Thing  in  the 
faid  Ad  which  may  be  conftrued  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  in 
cafe  any  Colledor  in  any  Town  in  this  State  lhall  refufe  or  negled 
to  colled  the  Money  fpecified  in  the  Warrant  aforefaid,  within  the 
Time  therein  mentioned,  and  pay  the  fame  to  the  Perfon  therein 
direded,  fuch  Colledor  lhall  be  liable  to  the  fame  Penalty  as  the 
Committee  for  claflingare,  for  negled  of  their  Duty  as  fpecified  in 
the  Ad  aforefaid. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  fome  of  the  Towns  have  not 
clafied  nor  detached  their  Men  within  the  Time  limited  in  and  by 
the  faid  Ad : Be  it  therefore  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid. 

That 
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That  the  Tiros  for  clafling  the  faid  Men  be  Jengthened  to  the 
Twcnty-fixth  Inftant,  and  the  Time  for  detaching  the  faid  Men  be 
lengthened  to  the  Firft  Day  of  February  next ; and  that  the  Com- 
mittee which  ihall  be  delinquent  in  detaching  the  Men  in  their  fe- 
vcral  ClalTcs  on  or  before  the  Firft  Day  of  February  next,  (hall  be 
liable  to  the  fame  Penalty  as  in  and  by  the  faid  Atft  they  were  liable 
to  heretofore ; any  A6t  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

O R D E RE  Dy  That  the  Secretary  immediately  tranfmit  print- 
ed Copies  hereof  to  the  Town-Clerks  of  the  fcveral  Towns  within 
this  State. 

Grtieral.  IT  is  Votei  and  Re/olved,  That  the  General-Treafurer  be  and 
Treafurer  to  he  is  hereby  diredted,  to  pay  to  Col.  I/rael  Angell,  all  the  Money 
heftiall  receive  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Providence,  on  Ac- 
gtli  for  the ' count  of  Debts  due  to  George  Howell  i as  alfo  all  the  Silver  or  Gold 
Ufe  of  his  now  in  the  Gcneral-Trcafury,  or  which  Ihall  be  in  the  faid  Trea- 
Rcgiment.  £uj-y  on  the  Firft  Day  of  February  next,  to  the  Amount. of  the  Pro- 
portion of  the  Non-commiffioned  Officers  and  Privates  of  hk  Regi- 
ment of  the  Sum  of  Six  Tboujand  Pounds,  heretofore  ordered  to  be 
paid  to  fuch  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  this  State’s  Continental  Bat- 
talions as  were  engaged  during  the  War:  And  that  the  isixdilfraei 
Angell  pay  the  fame  to  the  faid  Non-commiflioned  Officers  and  Pri- 
vates in  their  Proportions  refpccftivdy. 

W.  Greftie  IT  is  Voted  end  Rafolued,  That  Six  Pounds  Seventeen  Shillings, 
allowed^.  6 in  Continental  Bills  of  the  new  Emiffion,  be  allowed  and  paid,  out 
of  the  Gcncral-Treafury,  to  his  Excellency  William  Greene,  Efq.  it 
being  tlie  Amount  of  an  Account  by  him  exhibited,  for  the  Expence 
of  an  Exprefs  to  carry  Abftradts,  Certificates,  fsfr.  to  the  Com- 
manding-Officers of  the  Militia,  ^c. 

J.  Mam  he/-  IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Jofeph  Manchejler  and  Spink 
r/r  and  S.  Tarbox  be  and  they  arc  hereby  permitted  to  fubferibe  the  Teft,  a- 
mltted  gtocably  to  the  Requeft  of  Stephen  Potter,  Efq.  he  having  affured 
fubferibe-the  this  Affcmbly  that  they  arc  Friends  to  the  United  States. 

Teft. 

Ceruin  Per.  Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Newport  were  by  an 
foniin  Ne‘iu-  Affembly,  paffed  at  the  Seffion  in  OSlober,  A.  D.  1779, 

fromtIea'!np  empowered  to  incorporate  themfelvcs,  and  in  the  faid  A£t  all  Per- 
or  being  ^ fons  «f  a Certain  Dd'eription,  to  wit:  thofe  who  had  figned  the  Af- 
«ledt«d.  fociation,  or  taken  an  aftive  Part  with  the  Enemy,  fhould  be  ex- 
cluded from  ele6ting  or  being  elefted  to  any  Office  in  the  faid 
Town,  or  of  voting  or  a6ling  in  Town-Meeting,;  and  that  the 
Town- Meeting  exclude  fuch  Perfons  accordingly;  And  whereas 
the  Term  Town-Meeting  is  conftrued  by  fome  to  mean  only  the 
Meeting  had  in  Purfuance  to  faid  A6t:  It  is  therefore  Voted  and 

Refolved, 
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An  ACT  for  embodying  and  bringing  into  the 
Field  Twelve  Hundred  able-bodied  effedive 
Men,  of  the  Militia,  to  ferve  within  this  State  for 
One  Month,  from  the  Time  of  their  Ren- 
dezvous, and  no  longer  Term,  and  not  to  be 
marched  out  of  the  fame.  I See  also  original 

I p.  6 

WHEREAS  his  Excellency  the  Governor  hath  repr  efented  Aft  for 

unto  this  Affembly,  that  it  is  indifpenfibly  neceflary,  for  the  raifmg  izoo 
Safety  and  internal  Security  of  the  State,  that  Part  of  the  Militia 
thereof  ftiould  be  forthwith  embodied  and  marched  to  fuch  Place  of 
Rendezvous,  by  the  Fourth  Day  of  March  next,  as  he  fliall  direft. 

B E it  therefore  EnaEied  by  the  General  Affembly.^  and  by  the  Autho^ 
rity  thereof  it  is  EnaEledy  That  Twelve  Hundred  able-bodied  ef- 
feftive  Men  of  the  Independent,  Artillery,  Senior  and  Junior  Clafs 
Companies  of  Militia  (Officers  included)  be  forthwith  embodied  ; 
and  that  they  rendezvous  at  fuch  Places  within  this  State,  by  the 
Fourth  Day  of  March  next,  to  do  Duty  therein  for  One  Month  from 
the  Time  of  their  arriving  at  their  refpeftive  Places  of  Rendezvous, 
unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  or  this 
Affembly. 

1^“  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforejaidy  That  the  Towns 
hereinafter  named  ffiall  forthwith  furniih  the  Number  of  Men  fet 
againft  each  refpedtive  Town,  to  ferve  as  non-commiflioned  Officers 
and  Privates  for  the  Time  aforefaid,  that  is  to  fay  : 


Newporty 

64 

Charlejiown, 

33 

Portjmouthy 

16 

Richmond, 

30 

fameftowny 

Middletown, 

8 

Exeter, 

5' 

8 

Hopkinton, 

44 

Riverton, 

42 

Briftoly 

24 

Little-Comfton, 

35 

Warren, 

Barrington, 

24 

Providence, 

72 

13 

Smithfieldy 

59 

Warwick, 

46 

Scituate, 

85 

Eajl -Greenwich, 

38 

Gloucefter, 

78 

W ift- Greenwich, 

44 

Cumberland, 

41 

Coventry, 

48 

Cranfton, 

41 



Johnfton, 

26 

1145 

North-Providence, 

18 

Commiffioned  Officers, 

55 

Wejlerly, 

44 

North-Kingstown, 

56 

1200 

South- Kingstown, 

56 

— 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaidy  That  the 
Men  aforefaid  ffiall  be  formed  into  One  Brigade,  to  be  commanded 
by  One  of  the  Militia  Brigadiers-General,  and  divided  into  Two  Bat- 
talions, that  is  to  fay,  the  aforefaid  Number  of  Men  to  be  furniffied 

B by 
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by  the  Counties  of  Newport,  King' s- County  and  Brijlol,  diall  be 
formed  into  One  Battalion,  and  divided  into  Eight  Companies,  to  be 
led  by  One  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant,  One  Major,  Eight 
Captains,  Eight  Lieutenants,  and  Eight  Enfigns,  taken  from  the 
Line  of  the  Militia  s and  the  aforefaid  Number  of  Men  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  Counties  of  Providence  and  Kent,  into  One  Battalion, 
to  be  divided  into  Eight  Companies,  to  be  led  by  One  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Commandant,  One  Major,  Eight  Captains,  Eight  Lieute- 
nants, and  Eight  Enfigns,  taken  from  the  Line  of  the  Militia  ; 
That  there  fhall  be  One  Brigade-Major,  for  the  faid  Brigade,  and  One 
Adjutant  and  One  Quarter-Mafter,  for  each  Battalion,  to  be  taken 
from  the  Line,  and  One  Surgeon  for  each  Battalion  ; and  that  each 
Company  of  the  faid  Battalion  fhall  have  Four  Serjeants  and  Four 
Corporals,  with  One  Drummer  and  One  Fifer. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Colonels  or  Commanders  of  each  Regiment  within  this  State  fhall 
forthwith  ifiue  their  Warrants  to  the  Captains  of  each  Company 
under  their  Command,  fetting  forth  the  Number  of  the  faid  able- 
bodied  effedlive  Men,  which  fuch  Company  is  required  to  furnifli, 
and  commanding  fuch  Captain  or  Officer,  if  the  faid  Number  of 
Men  fhall  not  voluntarily  turn  out  to  do  Duty  as  aforefaid,  to  detach 
the  Men  for  the  Service  aforefaid,  and  caufe  them  to  be  marched  to 
the  Place  of  Rendezvous  appointed  therefor. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  where 
any  Independent  Company  of  Cavalry,  Artillery,  or  Infantry,  fhall 
be  in  any  Town  or  Towns,  the  Colonel  or  Commander  of  the  Regi- 
ment, within  whofe  Diftridl  luch  Independent  Company  fhall  be, 
and  the  Commander  of  ilich  Independent  Corps,  fhall  fettle  and  fix 
the  Number  to  be  raifed  out  of  fuch  Corps,  in  the  fame  Proportion 
as  they  are  to  be  taken  from  the  Militia  at  large,  in  fuch  Town,  ac- 
cording to  the  Number  in  their  Corps,  who  fhall  be  accounted  to 
the  Town  to  which  they  refpedtively  belong. 

A ND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
l aid  Colonels  or  Commanders  of  Regiments  fhall  proportion  the  Men 
which  each  Company  fhall  raife  according  to  the  Numbers  of  Men 
which  the  Company  ihall  confift  of,  in  Proportion  to  the  whole 
N umber  to  be  raifed  by  the  Town  to  which  fuch  Companies  fhall 
refpeflively  belong. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Commanders  of  each  refpeftive  Company  of  Cavalry,  Artillery  and 
Infantry,  within  this  State,  ffiall  forthwith  call  their  refpeftive  Com- 
panies together,  and  in  cafe  the  Number  of  able-bodied  effedlive 
Men  w'hich  Rich  Company  is  required  to  raife  fhall  not  voluntarily 
turn  out  to  do  Duty  as  aforefitid,  that  then  fuch  Commander  flrall  de- 
tach luch  a Number  of  Men  as  will  make  up  their  Quota  ; And  upon 
arranging  the  faid  Brigade,  the  Men  belonging  to  the  Independent 
Companies  and  Senior  Claffes  fhall  be  embodied  in  Companies  togt- 
thcr,  if  It  be  not  detrimental  to  the  Service,  nor  derange  the  Brigade. 
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AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  afore/aid.  That  the 
Committees  appointed  to  clafs  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Iflands  of 
Rhode-IJland  and  Jameftown,  agreeable  to  an  Adi  pafled  at  laft  No- 
vember Seffion,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  diredled,  to 
detach  fi  om  the  Inhabitants  of  their  refpedlive  Towns  the  Number 
of  Men  before  alTigned  to  the  faid  Towns,  unlefs  they  fhall  volun- 
tarily engage  in  the  faid  Service  : And  that  they  make  a Return 
thereof  to  Brigadier-General  Nathan  Miller,  who  is  diredled 
to  caufe  the  Men  fo  detached  to  appear  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous, 
within  the  Time  aforefaid,  and  perform  the  Duties  required  of  them 
by  this  Adi. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  it 
Ihall  be  the  Duty  of  the  Brigadiers-General,  Field,  and  other  Militia 
Officers  within  this  State,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  caufe  the 
Men  who  fhall  be  detached  in  Purfuance  of  this  Adi,  to  appear  at  the 
Place  of  Rendezvous  which  ffiall  be  appointed,  within  the  Time 
aforefaid,  and  to  perform  the  Duties  required  of  them  by  this  Adi. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Perfons  who  ffiall  do  Duty  upon  the  prefent  Tour,  ffiall  be  excufed 
from  doing  any  further  military  Duty,  until  the  remaining  Part  of 
the  military  Force  within  this  State  ffiall  have  done  an  equal  Propor- 
tion of  military  ServicOj  unlefs  in  cafe  of  a general  Alarm,  or  Inva- 
fion  of  this  State. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
aforefaid  military  Force  ffiall  not  be  marched  or  carried  out  of  this 
State.  And  upon  the  End  and  Expiration  of  their  ferving  within 
this  State  One  Month,  from  the  Time  of  their  Rendezvous,  if  it  ffiall 
appear  neceffary  then  to  maintain  a military  Force,  drawn  from  the 
Militia,  within  this  State,  they  ffiall  be  relieved  by  other  military 
Force,  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  refpedlive  Corps,  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  this  Adi  diredls  the  prefent  military  Force  to  be  embodied. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Brigadiers-General,  and  Commanders  of  Regiments  and  Companies, 
hold  the  Remainder  of  the  military  Force  (after  embodying  the  Men 
herein  diredled  to  be  forthwith  raifed)  in  Readinels  to  march  in  a 
Moment’s  Warning. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Men  who  ffiall  be  detached,  and  do  Service  in  Purfuance  of  this 
Adi,  as  Soldiers,  be. allowed  at  and  after  the  Rate  of  Fifty  Shillings, 
Lawful  Money,  in  Gold  or  Silver,  or  other  Money  equivalent,  at 
the  Time  of  Payment  thereof,  per  Month,  and  One  Ration  per 
Day  : That  the  commiffioqed  Officers  be  allowed  the  fame  Pay  and 
Rations  as  the  Officers  of  the  iame  Rank  receive  in  the  Continental 
Service  ; and  tliat  the  Serjeants  be  allowed  Fhree  Pounds  of  the  like 
Money  per  Month,  and  the  Corporals  and  Mufic  the  fame  as  the 
Soldiers. 

AND 
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AND  be  it  further  EnaEled  by  the  Authority  aforejaid,  That  each 
of  the  faid  non-commiflioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  furniffi  himfelf 
with  a good  Mufket,  Bayonet,  Cartouch-Box,  Knapfack,  and 
Blanket : That  if  he  ffiall  not  be  of  fufficient  Ability,  or  ffiall  other- 
wife  negle£t  to  do  it,  the  Town-Council  of  the  Town  to  which  he 
belongs  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  furniffi  him  with  a Gun,  Bay- 
onet, Cartouch-Box,  Blanket,  and  Knapfack,  at  the  Expence  of  fuch 
Town  j and  receive  therefor,  out  of  the  Wages  of  fuch  delinquent 
Perfon,  Ten  Shillings,  in  Gold  or  Silver,  or  paper  Money  equivalent, 
which  is  to  be  deduced  from  the  Wages  of  fuch  delinquent  Perfon; 
and  that  the  Perfons  receiving  the  faid  Accoutrements  return  them, 
or  account  therefor  with  the  Town-Council  who  ffiall  furniffi  the  fame. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
refpedtive  Town-Councils  be  empowered,  if  neceflary,  to  imprefs 
Guns,  Bayonets,  CartoUch-Boxes,  Knapfacks,  and  Blankets,  fuffi- 
cient for  equipping  the  Delinquents  who  ffiall  be  detached  in  Pur- 
i'uance  of  this  Adt,  giving  Certificates  therefor  to  the  Perfons  from 
whom  the  fame  ffiall  be  taken. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  each 
Perfon  who  ffiall  be  detached  as  aforefaid,  or  ffiall  voluntarily  enter 
into  the  faid  Brigade,  furniffi  himfelf  with  Three  Days  Provifion  ; 
and  that  he  be  allowed  for  the  fame  One  Shilling  and  Sixpence  per  Day, 
in  real  Money,  or  other  Money  equivalent  at  the  Time  of  Payment. 

AND  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  if  any 
Perfon  belonging  to  the  military  Force  of  this  State  ffiall  abfent  him- 
felf, in  order  to  elude  or  evade  this  Aft,  or  ffiall  refufe  to  march 
forward,  upon  being  detached,  by  himfelf  or  Subftitute,  he  ffiall  be 
fent  forward  to  the  Continental  Army,  to  do  Duty  for  Six  Months, 
in  the  Rhode-Ifland  Battalion,  as  a common  Soldier  : And  if  any  Per- 
Ibn  who  ffiall  voluntarily  engage  to  do  Duty  as  aforefaid,  or  ffiall  be 
detached  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid,  and  ffiall  join  his  Corps,  and  after- 
wards ffiall  defert,  fuch  Offender,  if  apprehended  before  the  Tour  of 
Duty  ffiall  expire,  ffiall  fuffer  fuch  Puniffiment  as  a Court-Martial 
from  the  faid  Brigade  ffiall  infiift  ; And  if  apprehended  after  the  Time 
ffiall  expire  for  which  he  is  now  called  out,  ffiall  be  fent  to  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  to  do  Duty  as  a common  Soldier  for  Six  Months,  in 
the  Rhode-Ijland  Battalion. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
following  Officers  be,  and  they  are  hereby  chofen  and  appointed  to 
command  the  Men  ordered  by  this  Aft  to  be  embodied,  to  wit : 

Nathan  Miller,  Efq;  Brigadier-General. 

George  Peck,  Efq;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Bat- 
talion of  Providence  and  Kent. 

Job  Pearce,  Efq;  Major  of  faid  Battalion. 
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Micah  Whitmarjlo,  — Sheldon,  Jonathan  Knight,  Sqnire  Millard, 

John  Whiffle,  Stef  hen  Windjor,  William  Roy,  and  Daniel  Mowry 
(the  Fourth)  Captains. 

"Thomas  Olney,  Caleb  Greene,  Mumford  Davis,  Ifaac  Paine,  Jofefh 
Snow,  jun.  Jeremiah  Scott,  jun,  Nehemiah  Burlingame,  and  Elijah 
Armjirong,  Lieutenants. 

John  Carf  enter  (of  Smithfield)  John  Car f enter  (of  Providence) 
Gideon  Harris,  Jojefh  Dolliver,  'ysc\.  and  Zebulon  Wade,  Enfigns. 

Nathaniel  Church,  Efq;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  of  the 
Battalion  of  Newfort,  King's-County,  and  Brijlol. 

Jonathan  Bates,  jun.  Efq;  Major  of  faid  Battalion. 

Philif  Traffan,  Lawrence  Peirce,  Jonathan  Devol,  jun.  Timothy 
Lock,  jun.  Vial  Allen,  John  Davis,  Phinehas  Maxfon,  and  Walter 
Clarke,  Captains. 

William  Belcher,  John  Wilcox,  jun.  Peleg  Crofs,  jun.  Rowje 
Pearce,  Jofefh  Reynolds,  jun.  John  Pearce,  William  Stedman,  and 
Jofefh  Peckham,  Lieutenants. 

Robert  Dunbar,  Thomas  Durfee,  and  Stefhen  Pierce,  Enfigns. 

Henry  Malcolm,  Surgeon  of  Colonel  Peck\  Battalion. 

Jofhua  Perry,  Surgeon  of  Colonel  Church’s  Battalion. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled,  That  the  Brigadier-General  and 
Field-Officers  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  empowered, 
to  fill  up  any  Vacancies  which  now  are  or  ffiall  hereafter  happen,  in 
either  of  the  Battalions  aforefaid. 


Both  Floufes  being  refolved  into  a Grand  Committee,  chofe  the  chief  Juftke 
Honorable  Jabez  Bowen,  Efq;  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Superior  of  the  Supe- 
Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Affize  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  ^ior  Court 
within  and  throughout  the  State,  in  the  Room  of  Shear] ajhub  Bourne, 

Efq;  deceafed. 

"Whereas  John  Jenckes,  Efek  Hofkins,and  Metcalf  Bowler,  Efquires,  Commiffion- 
prefented  unto  this  Affembly  the  following  Receipt  of  Clarke,  er  of  the 

Efq;  Commiffioner  of  the  Loan-Office,  to  wit : Loan-Office 

his  Receipt. 

Providence,  February  26,  1781. 

Received  of  Meffieurs  John  Jenckes,  Efek  Hofkins,  and  Metcalf 
Bowler  (a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Honorable  the  General  Af- 
fembly, to  receive  all  the  old  Continental  Bills  of  the  General- 
Treafurer  of  this  State,  and  deliver  the  fame  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Con- 
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Providence,  refpedling  a Recruit  to  ferve  for  Three  Years  or  during 
the  War,  having  heard  the  Parties,  are  of  Opinion,  that  James  Gordon, 
the  faid  Recruit,  belongs  to  the  faid  Clafs  in  Providence,  and  report 
the  fanne  accordingly. 

B.  Peckham, 

John  Chapman, 

Gideon  Hoxsie. 

March  aC,  1781. 

And  the  faid  Report  being  duly  confidered,  I(  is  Voted  and  Refolv- 
ed.  That  the  fame  be  and  hereby  is  accepted : That  the  faid  James 
Gordon  be  held  and  accounted  as  a Recruit  for  the  Town  of  Provi- 
denceand  that  the  faid  Town  of  Scituate  forthwith  furnifh  a Recruit, 
to  ferve  in  the  Continental  Service  for  Three  Years  or  during  the 
War. 

IP  is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Seven  Pounds  Four  Shillings,  inB.BrozvmU 
Continental  Bills  of  the  new  EmifTion,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  lowed  ^ 7 
General-Treafury  to  Beriah  Brown,  ECq^  Sheriff  of  the  County  of"^^’ 

Kings  County  ■,  it  being  the  Amount  of  an  Account  by  him  exhibited, 
for  warning  the  Members  in  the  faid  County  to  attend  the  General  Af- 
fembly  in  January  laft  ■,  and  for  apprehending  Matthew  Robinfon,  Efq; 

See  in  general 

Additional  ACT  for  filling  this  State’s  Battalion. 

WHEREAS  by  an  Aft  of  this  AfTembly,  paffed  at  November 
SelTion,  apportioning  Three  Hundred  and  Eight  Men  to  the 
feveral  Towns  within  this  State,  to  be  raifed  by  the  Firfl;  of  February  ijon. 
laft,  for  filling  up  and  completing  the  State’s  Quota  of  the  Continental 
Army,  a Committee  was  therein  appointed  to  clafs  the  Inhabitants, 
and  detach  the  Men  fo  apportioned. 

And  whereas  from  the  Return  of  the  Recruits  already  muftered, 
it  appears  that  fome  Towns  have  furniflied  the  Whole  of  the  Quota 
of  Men  afllgned  them,  while  in  others  there  is  a great  Deficiency. 

Wherefore  It  is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  the  Committees  of  the 
delinquent  Towns  be  and  they  are  hereby  required,  immediately  to 
make  Return  of  the  Perfons  by  them  detached,  to  either  of  the  Field 
Ofticers  of  the  Continental  Battalions,  as  is  in  faid  Aft  direfted,  or 
in  cafe  either  of  faid  Committees  have  neglefted  to  make  faid  Detach- 
ments, they  are  hereby  empowered  and  direfted  forthwith  to  detach 
an  able-bodied  Man  from  any  delinquent  Clafs  within  their  refpeftive 
Towns,  and  make  Return  thereof  as  aforefaid,  on  or  before  the  Fif- 
teenth Day  of  next, 
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/y  t$  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  if  the  faid  Committees,  or 
either  of  them,  fhall  neglefl  to  make  faid  Return,  or  to  detach  as 
aforefaid,  they  be  profecuted  to  the  firft  Court,  in  Manner  as  is 
in  the  faid  Aft  direfted. 

IT  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Towns  who  are  delin- 
quent as  aforefaid,  be  and  they  are  hereby  called  upon  to  afford  their 
Aid  and  Affiflance  to  the  faid  Committee,  in  the  Execution  of  the 
Duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  faid  Aft. 

And  whereas  the  Committees  of  fome  Towns  have  not  clafled  the 
Inhabitants  of  their  refpeftive  Towns,  agreeable  to  faid  Aft  : Where- 
fore It  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  faid  Committees  forth- 
with proceed  in  claffing  faid  Inhabitants  : And  if  either  of  faid  Claffes 
fhall  not  furnifh  an  able-bodied  Man,  as  a Recruit  to  faid  Battalion 
as  aforefaid,  before  the  Twelfth  Day  of  ^pril  next,  the  faid  Commit- 
tees are  hereby  dfrefted,  on  or  before  the  Fifteenth  Day  of  April,. 
to  detach  an  able-bodied  Man  from  fuch  delinquent  Clafs,  and  make 
Return  thereof  as  aforefaid  on  the  faid  Fifteenth  Day  of  April  t And 
that  upon  Failure  or  Negleft:  hereof,  the  faid  Committee  be  profe- 
Guted  to  the  firll  Court,  in  Manner  as  aforefaid. 

I T is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  any  Cl'als  who  may  have 
inlifted  a Man,  but  who  has  not  been  held  as  a Recruit  as  aforefaid, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  direfted  to  furnifh  another  able-bodied  Man  ; 
And  if  they  fhall  negleft  to  do  it  in  the  Time  aforefaid,  the  faid  Clafs 
is  to  be  confidered  as  delinquent,  and  the  Committee  of  the  Town 
to  which  they  belong  are  direfted  to  detach  in  Manner  as  aforefaid. 

IT  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Col.  Jeremiah  Olney  make  a 
Return  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Men  who  have  been  or 
fhall  be  muftered,  on  or  before  the  faid  Fifteenth  Day  of  April  next : 
And  if  it  fhall  thereby  appear,  that  any  of  the  faid  Towns  have  not 
furnilhcd  or  detached,  and  returned  the  Quota  of  Men  afligned  them 
by  faid  Aft,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is  thereupon  requefted  to 
iflue  his  Orders  for  inlifting  the  Number  of  Men  in  which  faid  Towns 
are  deficient,  in  Manner  as  is  herein  afore-direfted. 

IT  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Meflieurs  William  Taggart, 
Archibald  Crary,  Simeon  Thayer,  Thomas  Potter,  ]un.  and  Afa  Kimball, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  empowered  to  inlift  a 
fufficient  Number  of  Recruits  to  make  up  faid  Deficiency  : That  they 
engage  the  Recruits  as  foon  as  may  be,  and  upon  the  beft  Terms? 
and  that  they,  or  either  of  them,  under  the  Direftion  of  John  hmis 
Clark,  Efq;  or  Jonathan  Arnold,  Efq;  draw  fufficient  Sums  of  Money 
out  of  the  General-Treafury  for  that  Purpofe : And  the  Gencraf- 
Treafurer  is  ordered  to  fupply  them  accordingly. 

IT  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  faid  Committee  be  allowed,, 
for  each  Recruit  who  lhall  be  infilled  by  them  as  aforefaid.  Eight 
Spanifh  milled  Dollars, 
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/ST  is  further  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  faid  Committee  render  an 
Account  to  the  General-Treafurer  of  all  fuch  Sums  of  Money  as  fhall 
be  expended  by  them  for  Bounties  and  Expences,  in  inlifling  each 
Recruit  as  aforefaid,  and  the  Name  of  the  Town  in  whofe  Behalf  faid 
Recruit  is  engaged  ; And  the  General-Treafurer  is  thereupon  diredl- 
ed  to  iflfue  his  Warrant,  returnable  in  Ten  Days  from  the  Date  there- 
of, againft  the  Town-Treafurer  of  the  delinquent  Town,  for  fuch 
Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  as  fliall  be  advanced  to  their  Ufe,  including 
the  Sum  allowed  to  faid  Committee  for  their  Services  as  aforefaid, 
together  with  the  Intereft  thereon  from  the  Time  the  fame  was  ex- 
pended, until  the  Return  of  the  Warrant  as  aforefaid. 

I’T  is  further  Voted  and  Rejolvedy  That  faid  Warrant  be  directed  to 
the  Sheriff  of  the  County  to  which  fuch  delinquent  Town  belongs, 
commanding  him  to  attach  fo  much  of  the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  the 
Tov/n-Treafurer  of  fuch  delinquent  Town  as  will  be  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  the  Sums  fo  expended  ■,  and  for  Want  thereof,  to  take  the 
Body  of  faid  Town-Treafurer,  and  him  confine  in  the  Gaol  in  faid 
County,  until  faid  Sums  fhall  be  paid  : And  the  faid  Sheriff  is  there- 
upon diredled  to  execute  faid  Warrant,  agreeable  to  the  Tenor  thereof. 

7 T is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  if  any  Town  fhall  by 
their  Negleft  fuffer  the  Town-Treafurer  thereof  to  be  confined,  or 
his  Goods  and  Chatties  attached  as  aforefaid,  in  that  Cafe  fuch 
Town-Treafurer  be  entitled  to,  and  upon  an  AJlion  being  com- 
menced for  that  Furpofe  fiiall  recover,  double  the  Damages  fuflained 
in  Confequence  of  faid  Confinement,  or  his  Goods  being  attached  as 
aforefaid. 

7T  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  if  any  Town-Treafurer  be 
imprifoned,  or  his  Goods  and  Chattels  attached,  in  Purfuance  of  a 
Warrant  iffued  as  aforefaid,  fuch  Town-Treafurer  be  empowered 
to  commence  his  Aftion  for  the  Recovery  of  Damages  as  aforefaid, 
againft  each  Individual  of  the  delinquent  Clafs  or  Claffes  in  faid 
Town,  at  a Special  Court.  But  in  cafe  the  Committee  of  faid  Town 
lhall  negleft  to  clafs  the  Inhabitants  within  the  Time  herein  pre- 
feribed,  that  faid  Aftion  be  commenced  againft  faid  Committee  of 
fuch  delinquent  Town. 

PROVIDED  never  thetefs,  and  it  is  further  Voted  and  Re/olved, 
That  in  the  Affcffment  of  any  Tax  by  any  Town  for  the  Payment  of 
Money  advanced  as  aforefaid,  all  Perfons  and  their  Eftates,  be- 
lonaing  to  any  Clafs  who  have  furnifhed  a Recruit  as  aforefaid,  be 
not  affeffed  for  the  Payment  of  any  Part  thereof  j but  that  the  fame 
be  affeffed  upon  the  delinquent  Claffes  only. 

AND  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  a Copy  hereof  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  Town-Clerks  of  the  delinquent  Towns  within 
Three  Days  after  the  Rifmg  of  this  Affembly.  And  the  faid  Town- 
Clerks  are  thereupon  direfted  to  convene  the  Inhabitants  of  their 
lelpeclive  Towns  immediately  after  the  Receipt  thereof,  that  Meafures 
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may  be  taken  by  faid  Towns  for  furnifhing  their  Quota  of  Men 
agreeable  to  this  Aft. 


W.  Taggart, 
jun.  allowed 
i \ s.  2d. 


M.  Bowler  to 
draw  Dupli- 
cates of  pub- 
lic Accounts, 


Committee 
to  audit  C. 
Holden’ i Ac- 
counts. 


IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Seven  Pounds  Eleven  Shillings  and 
Twopence,  in  Continental  Bills  of  the  new  Emifllon,  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  General-Treafury  to  Mr.  William  Taggart,  jun.  k 
being  the  Amount  of  an  Account  by  him  exhibited,  for  his  Horfe- 
Hire,  Expences,  i£c.  Three  Days,  in  Search  of  illicit  Goods,  by 
Order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Metcalf  Bowler,  Efq;  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  to  draw  Duplicates  of  all  the  Accounts  that  have 
been  lent  forward  to  Congrefs,  and  alfo  to  draw  out  and  complete 
the  Accounts  which  this  State  has  againft  the  United  States ; and  that 
he  be  allowed  for  his  Services  Nine  Shillings  in  Specie,  or  other  Mo- 
ney equivalent,  for  each  Day  that  he  fhall  be  employed  in  the  faid 
Bufinefs. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  Chrijlopher  Ellery,  Thomas  Rumreill, 

Benjamin  Peckham,  and  Rowfe  J.  Helme,  Ei'quires,  be,  and  they  or  the 
major  Part  of  them  are  hereby  appointed,  a Committee,  to  audit  the 
Accounts  of  Charles  Holden,  E{c\-,  Commiflary- General  of  Purchafes  in 
this  State ; and  that  they  make  Report  to  this  Aflembly  at  the  next 
Seflion. 


C.  Harris  to  IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Caleb  Harris,  Efq;  be  and  be  is 
draw  I 15.  hereby  empowered  to  draw  Fifteen  Pounds,  in  Continental  Bills  of 
the  new  Emiffion,  out  of  the  General-Treafury,  in  Part  of  his  Ac- 
count for  Services  done  the  State ; and  that  he  account  for  the  fame. 

W.  Taggart,  J is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Three  Pounds  Four  Shillings  and 
^•a^wTadd  ‘f’  Continental  Bills  of  the  new  Emifiloh,  be  allowed  and 

allowed  £ 3’  P^'d  out  of  the  General-Treafury  to  Meffieurs  William  Taggart,  Wil- 
4 s.  8d.  Ham  Richmond,  and  William  Ladd ; it  being  the  Amount  of  an  Account 
by  them  exhibited,  for  their  Services,  idc,  in  examining  the  Jurors 
who  were  upon  the  Trial  of  Samuel  Dyre,  Efq;  in  July,  A.  D.  1780. 

M.Manchefter  JT  IS  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Six  Pounds,  in  Continental  Bills  of 
allowed  £6.  Emiffion,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  General-Treafury 

to  Mr.  Matthew  Manchefier  -,  the  fame  being  in  full  Satisfaftion  of 
an  Account  by  him  exhibited,  for  his  Services,  Expertces,  as  one 
of  the  Committee  for  furveying  and  appraifipg  the  State’s  Farms  feC 
off  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  this  State. 

W.  Richmond  / T is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  Six  Pounds,  in  Continental  Bills  of 
allowed  £ 6.  Emiffion,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  General-Treafury 

to  William  Richmond,  Efq;  in  full  Satisfaftion  of  an  Account  by  hinn 

exhibited^ 
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bly;  and  that  the  fanrie  be  done  under  the  Infpe£bix)n  of  QiiUw 
Hoxjicy  Efq; 

Whereas  Allen  JamtSy  of  South- Ktn^flmn,  preferred  a Petition  A.  Jam*'* 
and  reprefented  unto  this  Aflennbly,  that  his  Wife’s  Mother  aod 
Brother  have  both  lately  died  in  Huntingtony  Upon  Long-IJland,  and 
there  left  her  a confiderable  pcrfonal  Eftate,  which  by  Information  is 
liable  to  be  wafted,  unlefs  he  applies  for  it  foon ; And  thereupon  pray- 
ed this  Aflembly  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  go  upon  the  faid  Ifland 
by  the  Way  of  ConneSlicuty  Of  any  other  Way  that  (hall  be  moil  con- 
venient : And  the  faid  Petition  being  duly  eonftdered,  It  is  Voted  and 
Rejolvedy  That  the  fame  be  and  hereby  is  granted  j and  that  it  be 
and  hereby  is  recommended  to  Cob  Ledyardy  or  the  commanding 
Officer  at  New-London  or  GrotoUy  to  permit  the  faid  Allen  'James  ,19 
pafs  to  Long-IJlandy  and  back  again,  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid,  jf  th« 
fame  lhall  not  be  thought  detrimental  to  the  public  Service, 

I T*  is  Voted  and  Rejolvedy  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Sheffield  be  and  he  is  s.  ShtjjeU 
hereby  permitted  to  go  upon  New-Shorebamy  to  negotiate  Bills  left  by  permitted  1 
the  Enemy  for  Stock  taken  from  his  Eftate  on  the  faid  Iftand,  and  to  ^ 
return  again,  agreeably  to  the  Prayer  of  a Petition  by  him  preferred 
unto  this  Aflembly ; and  that  the  fame  be  done  under  the  In^£lion 
of  Gideon  Ho:Jiey  Efqj 


An  ACT  in  Addition  to,  and  Amendment  of, 
an  A£l,  pafled  in  OBober,  A.  D.  1779,  entitu- 
led,  “ An  Aft  for  the  better  forming,  re 


and  condufting,  the  military  Force  of  this 

WHEREAS  no  certain  Sum  of  Money  is  affixed  in  the  faid  Aft  ameod. 

A6t  as  a Penalty  for  Non-Appearance,  or  for  Deficiency  in  ing  the  Milij 
any  of  the  Articles  of  Equipment  required  thereby  : And  whereas 
unneceflary  Delays  are  found  to  attend  the  Mode  therein  appointed, 
for  collefting  the  Fines  accruing  for  Non-Compliance  widi  the  faid 


B E it  therefore  Enadled  by  this  General  Affimhfyy  and  by  the  AaihwHy 
thereof  it  is  EnaSied,  That  every  Perfon,  liable  by  Law  to  do  military 
Duty,  who  lhall  refufc  or  negledl  to  make  his  perlbnal  Appearance 
when  duly  warned,  accoutred  as  by  the  faid  A6l  is  direded,  for  train- 
ing or  doing  other  military  Duty,  lhall  pay  as  a Fine  for  every  Defatdt 
of  Non-Appearance  the  Sum  of  Nine  ShilllngSy  Lawful  Money,  for 
each  Day’s  Negledl  unlefs  he  lhall  make  a fufficient  Ehccnfe  to*  the 
commanding  Officer  of  his  Company,  within  Ten  Days  next  after 
fuch  Default : That  each  Perfon,  liable  to  do  miiitary  £^ty  as  aloiv- 
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faid  (unlefs  excufed  by  the  Town-Council  of  the  Town  to  which  he 
belongs  for  Inability  to  procure  the  fame)  who  lhall  at  any  Time  be 
found  deftitute  of  a good  Gun,  being  his  own  Property,  (hall  pay  as 
a Fine  Six  ShillingSy  a Bayonet  Three  Shillings,  a Belt  One  Shilling,  a 
Cartouch-Box  Three  Shillings,  a Ram-Rod  Two  Skillings,  a Wormer 
One  Shilling,  a Priming-Wire  One  Shilling,  Three  good  Flints  Three 
Shillings : All  which  Fines  (hall  be  paid  in  Lawful  Money,  in  Silver 
or  Gold,  or  other  Money  equivalent  thereto  at  the  Time  of  Payment, 
and  (hall  be  paid  by  eaci  Delinquent  for  each  Article  deficient  as 
aforefaid : And  that  the  faid  Fines  (hall  be  colledled  by  Warrant  of 
Diftrefs,  to  be  ilTued  by  the  Captain  or  commanding  Officer  of  the 
Company  to  which  fuch  Delinquent  (hall  belong,  in  Ten  Days  from 
the  Time  fuch  Default  or  Deficiency  (hall  appear  ; which  Warrant 
fhall  be  directed  to  either  of  the  Sergeants  of  thd  faid  Company,  and 
be  returnable  within  Four  Weeks  from  the  Time  of  iflTuing  fuch 
Warrant. 

AND  it  is  further  Ena5led,  That  the  Sergeant  having  fuch  War- 
rant (hall  take  and  dillrain  fufficientof  the  perfonal  Eftate  of  the  Delin- 
quent, if  to  be  found,  to  fatisfy  and  pay  his  Fine  or  Fines,  having 
firft  required  him  to  pay  the  fame,  if  he  be  to  be  found,  with  his  Fees  as 
aforefaid  for  diftraining  : That  for  Want  of  fufficient  Eftate,  Goods  and 
Chattels,  of  any  Delinquent,  to  fatisfy  and  pay  as  aforefaid,  then  fuch 
Sergeant  (hall  commit  him  to  the  public  Gaol  in  the  County,  there 
to  remain  until  fuch  Fine  or  Fines  and  Fees  be  paid  : That  in  cafe  fuch 
Delinquent  be  under  the  Age  of  Twenty-one  Years,  the  Sergeant  (hall 
make  Diftrefs  upon  the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  the  Parent  or  Mafter  of 
fuch  delinquent  Perfon ; and  for  Want  of  fuch  Goods  and  Chattels, 
lhall  commit  fuch  delinquent  Perfon  to  Gaol  as  aforefaid:  And  that 
all  Goods  taken  by  Diftraint  (hall  be  immediately  advertifed  for  Sale, 
and  if  not  redeemed  in  Ten  Days,  (hall  be  fold  by  fuch  Sergeant  at 
public  Vendue,  to  pay  fuch  Fine  or  Fines  and  Fees  j and  the  Overplus, 
if  any  lhall  remain,  (hall  be  returned  to  the  Owner ; but  if  he  fhall  re- 
fufe  to  receive  it,  he  lhall  have  Credit  for  fuch  Overplus  towards  his 
next  Fine  or  Fines,  and  the  fame  (hall  be  lodged  with  the  Captain  or 
commanding  Officer  of  the  Company  to  which  fuch  Delinquent  (hall 
belong. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled,  That  the  Setgeant  who  fhall  ferve  and 
execute  any  fuch  Warrant,  fhall  be  allowed  for  his  Fees  Fifteen  per 
Centum  upon  all  Fines  by  him  colle<5i:ed  ; which  Fees  fhall  be  colleded 
in  Manner  as  aforefaid  : That  fuch  Sergeant  fhall  pay  all  Fines  and 
Forfeitures,  collected  as  aforefaid,  to  the  faid  commanding  Officer,  who 
fhall  appropriate  the  fame  for  the  Purpofe  of  furnilhing  Fifes  and 
Drums  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Company,  and  to  pay  the  Corporals  for 
warning  the  Company,  and  alfo  for  purchafing  Arms  and  Accoutre- 
ments for  thofe  who  are  unable  to  provide  for  themfelves,  under  the 
Direftion  of  the  Town-Council  of  the  Town  to  which  they  belong: 
And  that  fuch  Officer  (hall  annually  account  with  the  Town-Council 
for  all  Fines  received  by  him  ; And  in  cafe  a Balance  fhall  be  found 
due  on  the  Settlement  of  any  fuch  Account,  it  lhall  be  appropriated 

for 
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for  the  aforcfaid  Purpofes,  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  Town-Council  (hall 
dire<5l, 

/T  it  is  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  tranfmit,  as  foon  as  may  be,  a 
printed  Copy  of  this  Adt  to  each  Town-Clerk,  and  Field-Officer  of 
the  Militia,  in  the  State. 


IT  is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Sixteen  Pounds  Two  Shillings i ini?.  So/wirth 
Continental  Bills  of  the  new  Emiffion,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of*nowed;^i6 
the  General-Treafury  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Bojworth ; it  being  the  Amount 
of  an  Account  by  him  exhibited,  for  his  Expences,  £tfe.  in  eftimating 
the  Damages  done  by  the  T roo^^^  Rhode-IJland,  and  JameJlown, 
in  the  Year  1776, 

1 T is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  Recom- 
to  Benjamin  Bourne,  Efq;  A.  D.  C^M.  G.  to  pay  the  Account  of  Mr.  mendition  to 
Samuel  Anthony,  exhibited  unto  this  Affembly,  amounting  to  Twenty- 
/even  Pounds,  in  Continental  Bills  of  the  new  Emiffion,  for  going  an  Ex-  „y, 
prefs  from  Newport,  to  his  Excellency  General  Wajhington,  in  the 
Year  1776, 

1 T is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Two  Pounds  Nine  Shillings,  in  Con-  g.  Cornell  %\- 
tinental  Bills  of  the  new  Emiffion,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Ge-  lowed  £,  z 
neral-Treafury  to  Mr.  George  Cornell,  a Deputy  Sheriff;  it  bemg  the9^* 
Amount  of  an  Account  by  him  exhibited,  for  ferving  Two  Warrants, 

{£c,  upon  Beriah  Allen,  and  Job  Ourfee. 

An  ACT  more  effedually  to  prevent  illicit  Trade, 
Commerce  and  Correfpondence,  with  the  Ene- 
mies of  this  and  the  other  United  States  of 
America, 

Whereas  divers  Perfons,  Citizens  of  this  or  fome  of  the  Aa  to  pre- 
United  States  of  America,  refiding  within  this  State,  loft  to''®"* 
every  Senfe  of  Duty  to  their  Country,  and  who  receive  Support 
and  Proteftion  from  the  good  and  wholefome  Laws  thereof,  have 
been  and  ftill  continue  in  the  baneful  and  pernicious  Praftice  of  cor- 
refponding,  and  carrying  on  Trade  and  Commerce,  with  the  open 
and  avowed  Enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  fupplying 
them  with  fuch  Neceffaries  as  tend  to  protract  the  War,  and  fruftratc 
the  Meafures  vigoroufly  purfuing  for  the  common  Defence,  Safety  and 
Independence,  of  thefe  States ; which  Afts  are,  by  the  common  Law 
of  the  Land,  and  in  the  Eftimation  of  all  States,  high  Crimes  and  Mif- 
demeanors,  contrary  to  the  Allegiance  of  the  Subje£t,  the  Duty  which 
every  Citizen  is  under,  and  highly  punifhable : But  as  it  may  be 
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out  of  the  General-Treafury,  to  defray  the  extraordinary 
Expences  of  Two  Men  and  Horfes  to  tranfport  the  Money 
allowed  by  this  AfTerably  to  this  State’s  Continental  Bat- 
talion. 


An  ACT  for  incorporating  and  bringing  into  the 
Field  Five  Hundred  able-bodied  efFedive  Men, 
of  the  Militia,  to  ferve  within  this  State  for  one 
Month,  from  the  Time  of  their  Rendezvousj  and 
no  longer,  and  not  to  be  marched  out  ot  the 


fame. 


See  also  original 


p.  12 

H E R E A S it  is  indirpenfably  neceffary,  for  the  Aeftforraifing 
’ ^ Safety  and  internal  Security  of  the  State,  that  Part  of  *Regimcnttti 
the  Militia  thereof  fhould  be  forthwith  embodied,  and  ^‘*‘*‘®* 
marched  to  Newport^  in  Order  that  the  Safety  and  Security 
thereof,  and  ot  this  State,  may  be  duly  attended  to. 


B E if  therefore  Enabled  by  the  General  ylfemhly^  and  by  the 
j4uthority  thereof  it  is  Enabled^  That  Five  Hundred  able- 
bodied  efFedive  Men,  of  the  Independent,  Artillery,  Senior 
^nd  Junior  Clafles  of  Militia  (Officers  included)  be  forth- 
with embodied,  and  rendezvous  at  fuch  Places  within  this 
Stare,  by  the  Eighth  Day  of  fune  next,  to  do  Duty  there- 
in for  One  Month,  from  the  Time  of  their  arriving  at  their 
Places  of  Rendezvous,  unlefs  fooner  difeharged  by  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  or  this  AfTembly. 

i 

And  in  order  that  each  Town  fhould  furnifh  their  proper 
Proportion  of  Men  for  faid  Service,  It  is  further  Enabled^ 
That  the  Towns  herein  after  named  fhall  forthwith  furnifh 
the  Number  of  Men  fet  againfl  each  refpe^live  Town,  to 
ferve  as  Officers  and  Privates  for  the  Time  aforefaid  : That 
is  to  fay, 


Hevjpori 

26 

Providence 

34 

'"P  or  tf month 

7 

Smithfield 

30 

‘Jametlown 

3 

Scituate 

34 

Middletown 

5 

Gloucefitr 

30 

’Tiverton 

19 

Cumberland 

16 

Little-Compton 

15 

Cranjlon 

19 

fohnjlon 


597.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  Providence;  A & R,  May  iy8i,  2nd  Sess.; 
Act,  4th  Mon.  May  1781,  pp.  11-16. 
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fohnflon 

1 1 

JVorth- ‘Providence 

8 

Wefteriy 

18 

JBorth  Kingflown 

24 

South- Kingfl  own 

37 

Ch  ir)e flown 

H 

Richmond 

13 

Flopkinton 

17 

Exeter 

20 

Briflol 

It 

Warren 

8 

Barrington 

6 

Warwick 

25 

Eafi- G reenwich 

*5 

Wefl-Greenwicb 

16 

Coventry 

19 

500 

^K(\  be  it  further  EtiaBed  by  the  yfuthority  aforefaid^  That 
the  Men  aforclaicl  fliall  be  formed  into  One  Battalion,  and 
divided  into  Seven  Companies,  to  be  led  by  One  Lieut. 
Col.  One  Major,  Seven  Captains,  Seven  Lieutenants,  and 
Seven  Lnhgns,  taken  from  the  Line  of  the  Militia,  and  be 
under  the  Command  of  ydrchibala  Crary,  Efq;  uho  is  here- 
by appointed  Commandant  of  the  Poft  on  Khode-ljhnd. 

it  is  further  EnaBedy  That  there  fhall  be  One  Adju- 
tant and  One  Quarter-Maffer  for  the  faid  Battalion,  to  be 
taken  from  the  Line,  and  One  Snrgetm : And  that  each 
Company  of  the  faid  Battalion  fhall  have  Four  Seqeants  and 
Four  Corporals,  with  One  Drummer  and  One  Filer. 

/ jdnd  be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  yfuthority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Colonels  or  Commanders  of  each  Regiment  within  this 
State  fhall  forthwith  ifTue  their  Warrants  to  the  Captains  of 
each  Company  under  their  Command,  fetting  forth  the 
Number  of  the  faid  able-bodied  efTeifive  Men  which  fuch 
Company  is  required  to  furnifh  ; and  to  command,  if  the 
faid  Number  of  Men  fhall  not  voluntarily  turn  out  to  do 
Duty  as  aforefaid,  that  the  Captain  or  Commander  of  fucli 
Company  forthwith  draft  or  detach  the  Men  for  the  Ser- 
vice aforefaid,  and  caufe  them  to  be  marched  to  the  Place 
of  Rendezvous  appointed  therefor.  Provided,  that  the 
Perfons  who  voluntarily  turned  out,  or  were  detached  as 
aforefaid,  to  do  Duty  for  the  Space  of  One  Month,  in  Pur- 
fuance  of  an  A6l  paffed  at  February  Seffion,  A.  D.  1781, 
be  exempted  from  being  drafted  or  detached  in  Purfuance 
of  this  Ad. 

^nd  it  is  further  EnaBed,  Thar  where  anV  Independent 
Company  of  Cavalry,  Artillery,  or  Infantry,  fhall  be  in  any 
Town  or  Towms,  the  Colonel  or  Commander  of  the  Re- 
giment, 
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gimenr,  within  Whofe  Diftri6l  fuch  Independent  Company 
thall  be,  and  the  Commander  of  fuch  Independent  Corps, 
fhall  luttle  and  fix  the  Number  to  be  raifed  out  of  lucli 
Corps,  in  the  fame  Proportion  as  they  are  to  be  taken  from 
the  Military  at  large  In  (uch  Town,  according  to  the  Num- 
ber in  their  Corps,  and  to  be  accounted  to  the  Towns  to 
which  iliey  relpedively  belong. 

y^'.d  it  is  further  EnaBed  hy  the  Authority  ajorejaid,  That 
the  Paid  Colonels  or  Commanders  of  Regiments  fhall  pro- 
portion the  Men  which  each  Company  fiiall  raife,  accord- 
ing to  the  Numbers  of  Men  which  the  Company  fhall  con- 
fill  of,  in  Proportion  to  the  whole  Number  to  be  railed  by 
the  Town  to  which  -flich  Companies  fhall  rcrpetflively 
belong. 

j4nd  it  is  further  EnaBed  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  Commanders  of  each  relpedive  Company  of  Cavalry, 
Artillery  and  Infantry,  within  this  State,  fhall  forthwith 
call  their  relpeflive  Companies  togetl>er,  and  in  cafe  the 
Number  of  able-bodied  efiedlive  Men,  which  fuch  Com- 
pany is  required  to  raife,  will  not  voluntarily  turn  out  to 
do  Duty  as  aforefaid,  that  then  fuch  Commander  fhall  draft 
or  detach  fuch  a Number  of  Men  as  will  make  up  their 
Quota. 

And  he.  it  further  EnaBed  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
upon  arranging  the  laid  Battalion,  the  Men  belonging  to 
the  Independent  Companies  and  Senior  ClafTes  fhall  be  em- 
bodied in  Companies  together,  if  it  be  not  detrimental  to 
the  Service  or  tend  to  the  deranging  the  Battalion. 

And  he  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That 
the  Committees  appointed  to  clafs  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Iflands  of  Rhode-Ijland  and  famefovjn,  agreeable  to  an  A5l 
pafTed  at  November  StGiou,  A»  D.  1780,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  empowered  and  direfled,  to  draft  or  detach  from 
the  Inhabitants  of  their  refpetflive  Towns  the  Number  of 
Men  before  affigued  to  the  faiJ  Towns,  unlefs  they  fhall 
voluntarily  turn  out : And  that  they  make  a Return  there- 
6f  to  Col.  Archibald  Crdry,  who  is  directed  to  caufe  the 
Men  fo  detached  to  appear  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous 
within  the  Time  aforefaid,  and  perform  the  Duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  this  A6t. 

D And 
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y4nd  he  it  further  EnahleJ,  1 hat  it  fhall  be  the  Duty  of 
the  Brigadier-Generals,  Field  and  other  Militia  Officers 
■within  this  State,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  caufe 
the  Men,  who  fhall  be  drafted  or  detached  in  Purfuance  of 
this  A^l,  to  appear  at  the  Place  of  Rendezvous  before  ap- 
pointed, within  the  Time  aforefaid,  and  to  perform  the  Du- 
ties required  of  them  by  this 

u4nd  he  it  further  Enabled  hy  the  yluthority  aforejaid^  That 
the  Perfons  u ho  fhall  do  Duty,  upon  the  prefent  Tour  of 
military  Duty,  fhall  be  excufed  from  doing  any  further 
military  Duty,  until  the  remaining  Part  of  the  military 
Force  within  this  State  fhall  have  done  an  equal  Propor- 
tion of  military  Service^  unlefsin  cafe  of  a general  Alarm,  or 
Invafion  of  this  State. 

yind  be  it  further  Enabled  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That 
the  aforefaid  military  Force  fhall  not  be  marched  or  carried 
out  of  this  State.  And  upon  the  End  and  Expiration  of 
their  ferving  within  this  State  One  Month,  from  the  Time 
of  their  Rendezvous,  if  it  fhall  appear  ncceffary  then  tc> 
maintain  a Militia  military  Force  within  this  State,  they 
fhall  be  relieved  by  other  military  Force,  drawn  out  of  the 
refpe^ive  Corps  in  the  fame  Manner  as  this  A6l  direds  the 
prefent  military  Force  to  be  embodied. 

And  be  it  further  Enabled  hy  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That 
the  Brigadier-Generals,  and  Commanders  of  Regiments  and 
Companies,  hold  the  Remainder  of  the  military  Force  (af- 
ter embodying  the  Men  herein  directed  to  be  forthwith 
raifed)  to  be  in  Readinefs  to  march  at  a Moment’s  Warn- 
ing. 

And  he  it  further  Enabled^  That  the  Men  who  fhall  be 
detached,  and  do  Service  in  Purfuance  of  this  A61,  as  Sol- 
diers, be  allowed  at  and  after  the  Rate  of  itixty  ShiUingSt 
lawful  Money,  in  Gold  or  Silver*  per  Month,  and  One  Ra- 
tionDay  ; and  that  the  commiffioned  Officers  be  al- 
lowed the  fame  Pay  and  Rations  as  Officers  of  the  fame 
Rank  receive  in  the  Continental  Service  ; and  the  Serjeants 
Three  Tounds  Twelve  Shillings ^ of  the  like  Money, Month, 
and  the  Corporals 'and  Mufic  Three  Tounds  Six  Shillings  ; 
the  faid  Pay  to  commence  from  the  Day  they  fhall  march 
out  of  their  refpedive  Towns,  and  to  continue  until  their 
Difmiffion  from  the  faid  Service. 

And 
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yittd  he  it  further  Ena8ed,  That  each  of  the  faid  non- 
commiflioned  OfBcers  and  Soldiers  furnifli  himfelf  with  d 
good  Fire-Arm,  Bayonet,  Cartoiich-Box,  KnapfacK  and 
Blanket.  And  if  he  fliall  not  be  of  fuflicient  Ability,  or 
jfhall  othervvife  ncgle<ii  to  do  it,  the  Town-Council  of  the 
Town  to  which  he  belongs  are  elireded  to  furnifh  him 
with  a Gun,  Bayonet,  Cartouch-Box,  Blanket  and  Knap- 
iack,  at  the  Expence  of  the  faid  Town  and  receive  there-* 
fotj  out  of  the  Wages  of  fitch  delinquent  Perfon,  if  of  fuf- 
ficient  Ability  to  furnifh  himfelf  as  aforefaid,  Ifwelve  Shil- 
lings, in  Gold  or  Silver,  which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the 
Wages  of  fuch  delinquent  Ferfon;  the  Perfons  receiving  the 
faid  Accoutrements  to  return  them,  or  account  therefot 
with  the  ToWn-Council  who  fhall  furnifh  the  fame. 

^nd  he  it  further  EnaBed,  That  the  Town-Councils  be 
empowered,  if  neceffary,  to  imprefs  Guns,  Bayonets,  Car- 
touch- Boxes,  Knapfacks,  and  Blankets,  fuflicient  for  e- 
quipping  the  Delinquents  who  fhall  be  detached  in  Purfu- 
ance  of  this  A<51,  giving  Certificates  therefor  to  the  PerlonS 
from  whom  the  fame  fhall  be  taken, 

And  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  each  Perfoii  who  fijali 
be  detached  as  aforefaid,  or  fltall  voluntarily  enter  into  the 
faid  Brigade,  furnifh  himfelf  with  Three  Days  Pfovifionj 
and  that  he  be  allowed  for  the  fame  Two  Shillings  per  Day, 
in  real  Money.  » 

And  be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That 
if  any  Perfon  belonging  to  the  military  Force  of  this  State 
fhall  abfenr  himfelf,  in  order  to  elude  or  evade  this  Adi,  or 
fhall  refufe  to  march  forward  upon  being  detached,  by 
himfelf  or  Subfiitute,  he  fhall  be  fent  forward  to  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  to  do  Duty  for  Six  Months  therein,  as  a 
common  Soldier : And  if  any  Perfon  who  fhall  voluntarily 
rum  out  to  do  Duty  as  aforefaid,  or  fhall  be  detached  for 
the  Purpofe  aforefaid,  and  fhall  join  his  Corps,  and  after- 
wards (hall  defert,  if  the  faid  Offender  be  apprehended  be- 
fore the  Tour  of  Duty  expires,  he  fhall  fuffer  luch  Piinifh- 
ment  as  a Court-Martial  from  the  faid  Battalion  fhall  inflidt : 
And  if  the  faid  Offender  be  apprehended  after  the  Time 
fhall  expire  for  which  he  is  now  called  out,  he  fhall  be  fent 
to  the  Continental  Army,  to  do  Duty  as  a common  Soldier 
for  Six  Months  in  the  lihode-IJhnd  Battalion. 

And 


197 


May,  1781.  Second  Sefllon. 


16 


it  is  further  EnaHed^  that  the  following  Officers  be 
and  they  are  hereby  chofen  and  appointed  to  command 
the  Men  ordered  by  this  Ad  to  be  embodied,  to  vjit : 

Thomas  Totter,  Efq;  Lieut.  Colonel. — John  Whipple,  Efq; 
Major,- — P hillip  T rajfan,  Benjamin  Howland,  George  Dor- 
rance,  jun,  John  Tarke,  Job  Randall,  Teter  Lewis,  and 
Vial  Hllen,  Capts. — Lowry  Jenckes,  John  Vial,  T homas  Brandy 
Simeon  Ballou,  Samuel  BiJJell,  Squire  Fijk,  Henry  Northup, 
and  Tar  don  Burlingame,  Lieuts.  — Noah  Ballou.  William  Blifs, 
jun.  Thomas  Wells,  jun.  Jofeph  Weaver,  Thomas  Wehfier 
Kinyon,  Seth  Thomas,  and  William  Fuller,  Enfigns. — John 
Clarke,  Surgeon. 

^nd  it  is  further  EnaEled,  That  the  Colonel  and  Field 
Officers  of  the  faid  Battalion  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ap- 
pointed and  empowered,  to  fill  up  any  Vacancies  which 
now  are  or  fhall  hereafter  happen  in  the  Battalion  afore- 
iaid. 


^g)0|S> 


All  ACT  in  Addition  to  the  Ads  already  pafied 
to  prevent  Defertion. 

to  prevent  is  Ena^ed  by  this  General  yJJfembly,  and  by  the  Au- 

efertion.  ± thority  thereof.  That  w'ben  Bond  fhall  be  taken  for  the 
Clearance  of  any  trading  VefTel,  or  private  VefTel  of  War, 
or  Letter  of  Marque,  this  further  Condition  fhall  be  inferred 
in  fuch  Bond,  to  wit  : That  the  Maftcr  or  Commander 
fhall  before  his  Sailing  deliver  to  one  of  the  Intendants  of 
Trade  in  this  State  a true  Lift  of  all  the  Perfons  who  ffiall 
fail  in  his  VefTel,  containing  their  Names,  an  exad  Dcf- 
cription  and  Account  of  their  Stature,  Complexion,  Age, 
Place  of  Nativity,  and  of  fome  one  remarkable  Scar,  or  na- 
tural Mark,  if  any  fuch  they  have  : And  that  if  any  Mafter 
or  Commander  fhall  carry  any  Perfon  in  his  VefTel  of 
whom  fuch  a Defeription  fhall  not  be  given  it  fliall  caufe  a 
Forfeiture  of  his  Bond. 


mmmmi 


Both 
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An  ACT  for  incorporating  and  hiinging  into  the 
Field  Five  Hundred  able-bodied  effedive  Men, 
of  the  Militia,  to  ferve  within  this  State  for  One 
Month,  from  the  Time  of  their  Rendezvous,  and 
for  no  longer  Term,  and  not  to  be  marched  out 
of  the  fame. 

WH  E R E A S it  is  abfolutely  and  indifpenfably  nCceitary,  for  Aft  for  raif- 
the  Safety  and  internal  Security  of  the  State,  that  Part  of  the  iyg  5°° 
Militia  thereof  Ihould  be  forthwith  embodied,  and  marched  to  'Neva- 
port,  in  order  that  the  Safety  and  Security  thereof,  and  of  this  State, 
may  be  duly  attended  to  ; 

B E it  therefort  Enatlei  hy  the  General  Affemhly,  and.  hy  the  Authority 
'thereof  it  is  Enabled,  That  Five  Hundred  able-bodied  efFedtive  Men,  of 
the  Independent,  Artillery,  Senior  and  Junior  Clafles  of  Militia  (Officers 
included)  who  have  not  already  done  their  Tours  of  Duty,  be  forthwith 
embodied,  and  rendezvous  Newport,  by  the  8th  Day  of  September 
next,  to  do  Duty  there  for  One  Month,  from  the  Time  of  their  arriving 
at  the  faid  Rendezvous,  unlcfs  fooner  difchaiged  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  or  this  General  Affembly. 

And  in  otder  thit  elcb  Town  ibould  furnilh  their  proper  Proportion 
of  Men  for  the  faid  Service,  It  is  further  Enabled,  That  the  Towns 
herein  after  named  fliall  forthwith  furnilh  the  Number  of  Men  fet  againlt 
each  refpeftive  Town,  to  ferve  as  Officers  and  Privates  for  the  Timfc 
aforefaid  : That  is  to  fay, 


Newport, 

i6 

North- Kingiiown, 

44 

Portjmouth, 

7 

South-Kingliowni 

37 

fameSiown, 

3 

CharleHown^ 

14 

Middletown, 

5 

Richmond, 

divert  on. 

*9 

Hopkinton, 

Littk-Compton, 

15 

Exeter, 

20 

providence. 

34 

Brijiol, 

11 

Stnithfield, 

30 

Warren, 

8 

Scituate, 

34 

Barrington, 

6 

Glouceiler, 

30 

Warwick, 

^5 

Cumberland, 

16 

Eajl-  Greenwich, 

*5 

CranSlon, 

^9 

Wefi-Greenwichi 

16 

Johnflon, 

1 1 

Coventry, 

'9 

North- Providence^ 

8 

— — 

Welierly, 

18 

500 

AN  D he  it  further  EndHed  hy  the  Authority  afoYefaid,  That  the  Men 
aforefaid  lhall  be  formed  into  One  Battalion,  and  divided  into  Seven 
Companies,  to  be  led  by  One  Lieutenant-Colonel,  One  Major,  Seven 
Captains,  Seven  Lieutenants,  and  Seven  Enfigns,  to  be  taken  from 
the  Line  of  the  Militia. 


AND 

121.  R.  I. — General  Assembly,  New  Port;  A & R,  Aug.  iy8i ; Act,  jrd 
Mon.  Aug.  1781,  pp.  39-42. 
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AND  it  is  further  Enacted,  That  there  fliall  be  One  Adjutant,  and 
One  Quarter-Mafter,  for  the  faid  Battalion,  to  be  taken  from  the  Line : 
And  that  each  Company  of  the  faid  Battalion  fhall  have  Four  Serjeants, 
and  Four  Corporals,  with  One  Drum  and  One  Fife. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforefaidt  That  the 
Colonels  or  Commanders  of  each  Regiment  within  this  State  fhall 
forthwith  ifTue  their  Warrants  to  the  Captains  of  each  Company  under 
their  Command,  fetting  forth  the  Number  of  the  faid  able-bodied  effec- 
tive Men  which  fuch  Company  is  required  to  furnifh,  and  to  command 
fuch  Captain  or  Officer,  if  the  faid  Number  of  Men  fhall  not  volun- 
tarily turn  out  to  do  Duty  as  aforefaid,  forthwith  to  draft  or  detach  the 
Men  for  the  Service  aforefaid,  and  caufe  them  to  be  marched  to  the 
Place  of  Rendezvous  appointed  therefor.^  Provided,  that  the  Perfons 
who  have  turned  out  and  done  Duty,  fince  February  Seffion  laft,  be 
\xempt  from  being  detached  or  drafted  in  Purfuance  of  this  Adt. 

AND  it  is  further  Enabled^  That  where  any  Independent  Company 
of  Cavalry,  Artillery  or  Infantry,  fhall  be  in  any  Town  or  Towns,  the 
Colonel  or  Commander  of  the  Regiment,  within  whofe  Diftrift  fuch  In- 
dependent Company  fhall  be,  and  the  Commander  of  fuch  Independent 
Corps,  fhall  fettle  and  fix  the  Number  to  be  raifed  out  of  fuch  Corps, 
in  the  fame  Proportion  as  they  are  to  be  taken  from  the  Militia  at 
large  in  fuch  Town,  according  to  the  Number  in  their  Corps,  and  to 
be  accounted  to  the  Town  to  which  they  refpedlively  belong. 

AND  it  is  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That  the  faid 
Colonels  or  Commanders  of  Regiments  fhall  proportion  the  Men  which 
■each  Company  Ihall  raife,  according  to  the  Numbers  of  Men  which  the 
Company  fhall  confift  of,  in  Proportion  to  the  whole  Number  to  be 
raifed  by  the  Town  to  which  fuch  Companies  fhall  refpedlively  belong. 

AND  it  is  fur  the  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Commanders  of  each  refpeflive  Company  of  Cavalry,  Artillery  and  In- 
fantry, within  this  State,  fhall  forthwith  call  their  relpedfive  Companies 
together;  and  in  cafe  the  Number  of  able-bodied  effedive  Men,  which 
fuch  Company  is  required  to  raife,  will  not  voluntarily  turn  out  to  do 
Duty  as  aforefaid,  that  then  fuch  Commander  fhall  draft  or  detach  fuch 
Number  of  Men  as  will  make  up  their  Quota. 

AN D be  it  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  upon 
arranging  the  faid  Battalion,  the  Men  belonging  to  the  Independent 
Companies  and  Senior  ClafTes  fhall  be  embodied  in  Companies  together, 
if  it  fhall  not  be  detrimental  to  the  Service,  or  tend  to  deranging  the 
Battalion. 

AND  be  it  further  EnaSled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Com- 
mittees appointed  to  clafs  the  Inhabitants  of  the  IQands  of  Rhode- Jland 
and  JameSiown,  agreeable  to  an  Ad  pafled  at  November  Seffion  laft,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  direded,  to  draft  or  detach  from 
the  Inhabitants  of  their  refpedive  Towns  the  Number  of  Men  before 
affigned  to  the  faid  Towns,  unlefs  they  fhall  voluntarily  turn  out : And 
that  they  make  a Return  thereof  to  Lieut.  Col.  Lemuel  Bailey,  w ho  is 

hereby 
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hereby  appointed  to  the  Command  of  the  faid  Regiment,  and  who  is 
directed  to  caufe  the  Men  fo  detached  to  appear  at  the  Place  of  Ren- 
dezvous within  the  Time  aforefaid,  and  perform  the  Duties  required  of 
them  by  this  Aft. 

AN D be  it  further  Enabied^  That  it  fhall  be  the  Duty  of  the  Briga- 
dier-Generals, Field  and  other  Militia  Officers,  within  this  State,  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  to  caufe  the  Men,  who  fhall  be  drafted  or 
detached  in  Purfuance  of  this  Aft,  to  appear  at  the  Place  of  Rendez- 
vous before  appointed,  wfthin  the  Time  aforefaid,  and  to  perform  the 
Duties  required  of  them  by  this  Aft. 

AN  D be  it  further  Enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Per- 
fons  who  fhall  do  Duty,  upon  the  prefent  Tour  of  military  Duty,  fhall 
be  excufed  from  doing  any  further  military  Duty,  until  the  remaining 
Part  of  the  military  Force  within  this  State  fhall  have  done  an  equal 
Proportion  of  military  Service,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  a general  Alarm,  or 
Invallon  of  this  State. 

AN  D be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
aforefaid  military  Force  fhall  not  be  marched  or  carried  out  of  this 
State.  And  upon  the  End  and  Expiration  of  their  ferving  within  this 
State  One  Month,  from  the  Time  of  their  Rendezvous,  if  it  fhall 
appear  neceffary  then  to  maintain  a Militia  military  Force  within  this 
State,  they  fhall  be  relieved  by  other  military  Force,  to  be  drawn  out 
of  the  refpeflive  Corps,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  this  Afl  direfls  the 
prefent  military  Force  to  be  embodied. 

A N D be  it  further  EnaBed  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Brigadier-Generals,  and  Commanders  of  Regiments  and  Companies, 
hold  the  Remainder  of  the  military  Force  (after  embodying  the  Men 
herein  direfted  to  be  forthwith  raifcd)  to  be  in  Readinefs  to  march  at  a 
Moment’s  Warning. 

A N D be  it  further  EnaBed,  That  the  Men  who  fhall  be  detached, 
and  do  Duty  in  Purfuance  of  this  Aft  as  Soldiers,  be  allowed  at  and 
after  the  Rate  of  Sixty  Shillings  Lawful  Money,  in  Gold  or  Silver,  per 
Month,  and  One  Ration,  per  Day  : That  the  commiffioned  Officers  be 
allowed  the  fame  Pay  and  Rations  as  Officers  of  the  fame  Rank  receive 
in  the  Continental  Service;  and  the  Serjeants  ‘three  Pounds  Twelve 
Shillings  of  the  like  Money  per  Month,  and  the  Corporals  and  Mufic 
Three  Pounds  Six  Shillings  •,  and  that  the  faid  Pay  commence  from  the 
Day  they  fhall  march  out  of  their  refpeftive  Towns,  and  continue  until 
their  Difmiffion  from  faid  Service. 

A N D be  it  further  EnaBed,.  That  each  of  the  faid  non-commiffion- 
ed  Officers  and  Soldiers  furnifh  himfelf  with  a good  Fire-Arm,  Bajtonet, 
Cartouch  Box,  Knapfack  and  Blanket:  And  if  he  fhall  not  be  of 
fufficicnt  Ability,  or  fhall  otherwife  negleft  to  do  it,  the  Town-Coun- 
cil of  the  Town  to  which  he  belongs  is  direfted  to  furnifh  him  with  a 
Gun,  Bayonet,  Cartouch-Box,  Blanket  and  Knapfack,  at  the  Expence 
of  fuch  Town,  and  receive  therefor,  out  of  the  Wages  of  fuch  delin- 
quent Perfon,  if  of  fufficicnt  Ability  to  furnifh  himfelf  as  aforefaid, 
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Shillings  in  Gold  or  Silver,  which  is  to  be  deduced  from  the 
Wages  of  fuch  delinquent  Perfon  ; the  Perfons  receiving  the  faid  Ac- 
coutrements to  return  them,  or  account  therefor  with  the  Town-Coun- 
cil who  lhall  furnilh  the  fame. 

AN  D he  it  further  EnaHedy  That  the  Town-Councils  be  empow- 
ered, if  ncceffary,  to  imprefs  Guns,  Bayonets,  Cartouch-Boxes,  Knap- 
facks  and  Blankets,  fufEcient  for  equipping  the  Delinquents  who  (hall 
be  detached  in  Purfuance  of  this  Aft,  giving  Certificates  therefor  to  the 
Perfons  from  whom  the  fame  lhall  be  taken. 

AN  D he  it  further  Enattedy  That  each  Perfon  who  lhall  be  detach- 
ed as  aforefaid,  or  lhall  voluntarily  enter  into  the  faid  Battalion,  furnilh 
himfelf  with  Three  Days  Provifions ; and  that  he  be  allowed  for  the 
fame  1 wo  Shillings  per  Day,  in  real  Money. 

AN  "D  he  it  further  Enabled  hy  the  Authority  aforefaidy  That  if  any 
Perfon  belonging  to  the  military  Force  of  this  State  lhall  abfent  him- 
felf, in  order  to  elude  or  evade  this  Aft,  or  lhall  refufe  to  march  for- 
ward upon  being  detached,  by  himfelf  or  Subftitute,  he  lhall  pay  the 
Sum  of  Nine  Pounds  Lawful  Silver  Money  per  Month,  as  a Fine,  to 
be  collefted  and  appropriated  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Fines  are 
ordered  to  be  made  Ufe  of  in  an  Aft  of  this  AlTembly,  pafled  at  the 
prefent  Seflion. 

AN  D he  it  further  EnaEtedy  That  the  following  other  Officers  be 
and  they  are  hereby  chofen  and  appointed  to  command  the  Men  ordered 
to  be  raifed  by  this  Aft,  to  wit : 

Richard  Bailey,  Efq;  Major ; Paris  Gardner,  Philip  T^raffan,  Viol  Allen, 
Beriah  Lewis,  fames  Wheaton,  Peter  Lewis,  and  Afa  Bennett,  Captains ; 
Seth  Thomas,  fofeph  fames,  Arnold  Bliven,  fames  Wells,  Sylvanus  Maxfon, 
Thomas  Bijfell,  and  George  Colvin,  Lieutenants;  William  Blijs,  Robert 
Edmonds,  Eli  Read,  Benjamin  Brown,  jun.  Arnold  Fenner,  Elijha  Potter, 
and  Noub  Ballou,  jun.  Enfigns. 

Provided,  that  this  Aft  do  not  extend  unto  the  Independent  Com- 
panies of  th,e  Artillery  of  Providence,  Pawtuxet  Rangers,  KentiJhG\ja.r(is, 
and  Kingflown  Reds ; they  having  already  done  a Tour  of  Duty  fince 
the  Militia  at  large. 

A N D he  it  further  Enabled,  That  the  Field-Officers  of  the  faid 
Battalion  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  empowered  to  fill  up 
any  Vacancies,  which  now  are  or  lhall  hereafter  happen  in  the  Battalion 
aforefaid. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refelved,  That  Ichahod  Paddock  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  Captain,  Caleb  Church  Lieutenant,  and  Amos  Stilman  Lnfign, 
of  the  Fourth  Company  of  Militia  in  the  Town  of  Hopkinton. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Rejolved,  That  Ebenezer  Adams  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  a Captain  of  the  Artillery  Company  in  the  Town  of  Charlef- 
town,  in  the  Room  of  Robert  Burdick,  who  declines. 

Whereas 
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And  that  if  they  do  not  fettle  and  pay  the  Balances  that  arc  due,  in 
a reafonable  Time,  they  be  fued  for  the  fame. 

Aaforraif-  WheIieas  the  Safety  and  internal  Sccofity  of  this  State  render  it\ 
ingiooMen.  nfeceffary  that  a military  Force  Ihould  be  railed  and  maintained  within  \ 
this  State,  for  the  Defence  thereof:  And  whereas  it  is  found  by  Expe«  ' 
fience,.  that  duafting  or  detaching  from  the.  Militia  of  this  States  for 
that  Purpofe,  is  attended  with  a great  Expence,  and  many  inconve- 
niences ; 

IT  is  thtrifore  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  One  Hundred  able-bodied 
effeftive  Men^  Officers  included,  be  imtnediately  raifed  for  the  Defence 
©f  this  State,  to  do  Duty  therein  (and  not  to  march  out  of  iHe  fame) 
from  the  Time  of  their  Inliftmenc  until  the  Firlt  Day  of  April  next,  un- 
lefs  fooner  difeharged  by  this  Affembly ; and  that  the  faid  Men  be 
formed  into  One  Company,  to  be  commanded  by  One  Captain,  Two 
Lieutenants,  and  Two  Enfigns,  and  be  allowed  each,  upon  his  paffing 
Moftcr  before  the  Captain  of  the  faid  Company,  and  furnilhing  himfelf 
with  a Blanket,  Ten  Silver  Bbtlarsy  as  a Bounty  : Provided  nevertbelefsi  / 
That  the  faid  Bounty  lhall  be  allowed  to  fuch  Perfons  only  as  lhall  inlifly 
into  the  faid  Company  in  the  Month  of  November.  ' 

An  lb  it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolvedy  That  each  able-bodied  Man 
who  lhall  inlift  as  aforefaid  lhall  be  furnilhed  with  a Gun,  Bayonet, 
Cartouch- Box  and  Canteen,  to  be  returned  at  the  Expiration  of  his 
Service  •,  and  that  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid  Men  lhall  furnilh  themfelvcs 
with  a Gun,  Bayonet  and  Cartouch-Box,  they  lhall  be  allowed  a fur- 
ther Sum  of  Twelve  Shillings  Silver  Money  each. 

IT  'is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  there  be  appointed  for  the 
faid  Company  Six  Seijeants,  who  lhall  be  allowed  each  Fifty  four  Shil- 
lings Silver  Money  per  Month,  Six  Corporals,  and  One  Drummer  and 
Fifer,  who  lhall  be  allowed  each  Fifty  Shillings  like  Money  per  Month : 
That  the  Privates  be  allowed  each  Forty- eight  Shillings  Silver  Money 
per  Month  : And  that  the  commilTioned  Officers  be  allowed  the  fame 
Wages  and  Rations  as  are  allowed  to  Officers  of  the  fame  Rank  in  the 
Continental  Service. 

A N b it  is  further  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers who  lhall  be  raifed  and  embodied  as  aforefaid  be  under  the  fame 
Rules,  Orders  and  Regulations,  as  thofe  of  the  Continental  Army  j and 
that  each  Soldier  fign  the  following  Inliftment,  to  wit : 

“ I ‘the  Subferiber  do  folemnly  engage  and  inlifl:  myfelf  as  a Soldier 
in  the  Pay  arid  Service  of  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  i^c.  from  the  Day  of 
my  Inliftment  until  the  Firft  Day  of  April,  A.  D.  1782,  unlels  focner 
difeharged  by  the  General  Aflembly  : And  I hereby  promife  to  fubmit 
myfelf  to  all  the  Orders  and  Regulations  of  the  Army,'  and  faithfully 
to  obferve  the  Orders  I lhall  receive  from  my  Officers.” 

Petition  of  Upon  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  Mary  Franklin,  Keeper  of  the  Ferry  on 
M.  Franklin,  the  Weft  Side  of  fameSlown,  praying  that  proper  Allowance  may  be 
made  her  for  the  Drift-Cattle  brought  in  her  Boat  from  the  Narragan- 

jet 
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An  ACT  to  organize  the  MILITIA 
of  this  State. 


WHEREAS  by  the  Conflitution  of  the  United  States  the 
Congrefs  h ave  Power  to  provide  for  the  organizing, armi  ng 
and  difeiplining  theMilitia,and for  governing fuchPart  of 
them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States  j re- 
ferving  to  the  States  refpeftively  the  Appointment  of  the  Officers, 
and  the  Authority  of  training  the  Militia  according  to  the  Difciplinc 
preferibed  by  Congrefs  : And  whereas  the  Congrefs  did  on  the 
8th  Day  of  May,  A.  D.  1792,  pafs  an  Aft  entitled  “ An  Aft  more 
effeftually  to  provide  for  the  national  Defence,  by  eftablifhing  an 
uniform  Militia  throughout  the  United  States.”  Which  Aft  is  in 
the  following  Words,  to  wit ; 

**  Seftion  1 . BE  it  EnaSted  ly  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Congrefs  ajfembhdj  That 
each  and  every  free  able  bodied  white  male  Citizen  of  the  refpeft- 
ive  States,  refident  therein,  who  is  or  fhall  be  of  the  Age  of  Eighteen 
Years,  and  under  the  Age  of  Forty-five  Years  (except  as  is  herein 
after  excepted)  feall,  leverally  and  refpeftively,  be  enroled  in  the 
Militia,  by  the  Captain,  or  commanding  Officer,  of  the  Company 
i within  whofe  Bounds  fuch  Citizen  fhall  refide,  and  that  within 
\Twelve  Months  after  the  paffing  of  this  Aft.  And  it  fhall  at  all 
Times  hereafter  be  the  Duty  of  every  fuch  Captain,  or  commanding 
Officer,  of  a Company,  to  enrolevery  fuch  Citizen,  aforefaid;  and 
alfo  thofe  who  fcall  from  Time  to  Time  arrive  at  the  Age  of 
Eighteen  Years,  or  being  at  the  Age  of  Eighteen  Years,  and  under 
the  Age  ofForty-five  Years  (except  as  before  excepted)  fhall  come 
to  rcfide  within  his  Bounds ; and  fhall,  without  Delay,  notify  fuch 
Citizen  of  fuch  Enrolment,  by  a proper  non-commiflioned  Officer 
of  the  Company,  by  whom  fuch  Notice  may  be  proved  j that  every 
Citizen  fo  enroled  and  notified,  fhall,  within  Six  Months  thereafter, 
provide  hirafelf  with  a good  Mufket,  or  Firelock,  a fufficient  Bay- 
onet and  Bek,  Two  fpare  Flints,  and  a Knapfack,  a Pouch  with  a 
Box  therein  to  contain  not  lefs  than  Twenty-four  Cartridges,  fuited 
to  the  Bore  his  Mufket,  or  Firelock,  each  Cartridge  to  contain 
a proper  Quantity  of  Powder  and  Ball  j or  with  a good  Rifle, 
Knapfack,  Shot-Pouch  and  Powder-horn,  Twenty  Balls,  fuited  to 
the  Bore  of  his  Rifle,  and  a Quarter  of  a Pound  of  Powder  j and 
fhall  appear  fo  armed,  accoutred  and  provided,  when  called  out  to 
cxcrcife,  or  into  Service,  except  that  when  called  put  on  a Compa- 
ny Day  to  exercife  only,  he  may  appear  without  a Knapfack ; that 
the  commiffioned  Officers  fhall  feverally  be  armed  with  a Sword,  or 
Hanger,  and  Efpontoon ; And  that  from  and  after  Five  Years 
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from  the  palling  of  this  Aft,  all  Mulkets  for  arming  the  Militia  as 
herein  required,  lhall  be  of  Bores  fufficient  for  a Ball  of  the 
Eighteenth  Part  of  a Pound.  And  every  Citizen,  fo  enroled  and 
providing  himfelf  with  the  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Accoutrements 
required  as  aforefaid,  lhall  hold  the  fame  exempted  from  all  Fines, 
Diftrefles,  Executions  or  Sales  for  Debt,  or  for  the  Payment  of 

Taxes. he  it  further  EnaEted^  That  the  Vice- Prefident  of 

the  United  States,  the  Officers,  judicial  and  executive,  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of 
CoBgrefs,  and  their  refpeftive  Officers,  all  Cuftom-Houfe  Officers, 
with  their  Clerks,  all  Poll-Officers,  and  Stage-Drivers  who  are  em- 
ployed in  the  Care  and  Conveyance  of  the  Mail  of  the  Poft-Officc 
of  the  United  States,  all  Ferrymen  employed  at  any  Ferry  on  the 
Poll  Road,  alllnfpeftors  of  Exports,  all  Pilots,  all  Mariners  aftu- 
ally  employed  in  the  Sea-Service  of  any  Citizen  or  Merchant  within 
the  United  States,  and  all  Perfons  who  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be 
exempted  by  the  Laws  of  the  refpeftive  States,  lhall  be  and  are 
hereby  exempted  from  Militia  Duty,  notwithftanding  their  being 
above  the  Age  of  Eighteen,  or  under  the  Age  of  Forty-five  Years. 

And  be  it  further  EnaEledy  That  within  one  Year  after  the 

pairing  of  this  Aft,  the  Militia  of  the  refpeftive  States  lhall  be  ar- 
ranged into  Divifions,  Brigades,  Regiments,  Battalions,  and  Com- 
panies, as  the  Legillature  of  each  State  lhall  direft.  And  each 
Divifion,  Brigade,  and  Regiment,  lhall  be  numbered  at  the  Form- 
ation thereof,  and  a Record  made  of  fuch  Numbers,  in  the  Adju- 
tant-General’s Office  in  the  State;  and  when  in  the  Field,  or  in 
the  Service  of  the  State,  each  Divifion,  Brigade,  and  Regiment, 
4haH  rpfp>fi<‘>iv(»1y  Rarvk  according  to-their  Numbers,  reckon- 
ing the  Firft  or  lowelt'  Number  higheft  in  Rank;  that,  if  the  fame 
be  convenient,  each  Brigade  lhall  confift  of  Four  Regiments,  each 
Regiment  of  Two  Battalions,  each  Battalion  of  Five  Companies, 
each  Company  of  Sixty-four  Privates  ; that  the  faid  Militia  lhall 
be  officered  by  the  refpeftive  States,  as  follows  f to  each  Divi- 
fion, One  Major-General,  and  Two  Aid  de  Camps,  with  the 
Rank  of  Major ; to  each  Brigade,  One  Brigadier-General,  with 
One  Brigade-1  nfpedlor,  to  ferve  alfo  as  Brigade-Major,  with  the 
Rank  of  Major ; to  each  Regiment,  One  Lieutenant-Colonel  Com- 
mandant; to  each  Battalion,  One  Major;  to  each  Company,  One 
Captain,  One  Lieutenant,  One  Enfign,  Four  Serjeants,  Four  Cor- 
porals, One  Drummer,  and  One  Fifer  or  Bugler : That  there  lhall 
be  a Regimental  Staff,  to  confift  of  One  Adjutant,  and  One  Quar- 
ter-Mailer, to  rank  as  Lieutenants;  One  Paymaller,  One  Surgeon, 
and  One  Surgeon’s  Mate,  One  Serjeant-Major,  One  Drum-Major, 

and  One  Fife- Major. And  be  it  further  EnaEledy  That  out  of  the 

Militia  enroled  as  herein  direfted,  there  lhall  be  formed  for  each 
Battalion,  at  leaft  One  Company  of  Grenadiers,  Light-Infantry, 
or  Riflemen  ; and  that  to  each  Divifion  there  lhall  be,  at  leaft  One 
Company  of  Artillery,  and  One  Troop  of  Horfe;  there  lhall  be 
to  each  Company  of  Artillery,  One  Captain,  Two  Lieutenants, 
Four  Serjeants,  Four  Corporals,  Six  Gunnners,  Six  Bombardiers, 
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One  Drummer,  and  One  Fifer;  the  Officers  to  be  armed  with  a 
Sword,  or  Hanger,  a Fufee,  Bayonet  and  Belt,  with  a Cartridge- 
Box,  to  contain  Twelve  Cartridges,  and  each  Private,  or  Matrofs, 
lhall  furnifh  himfelf  with  all  the  Equipments  of  a Private  in  the 
Infantry,  untill  proper  Ordnance  and  Field  Artillery  fhall  be  pro- 
vided ; there  fhall  be  to  each  Troop  of  Horfe,  One  Captain,  Two 
Lieutenants,  One  Cornet,  Four  Serjeants,  Four  Corporals,  One 
Saddler,  One  Farrier,  and  One  Trumpeter,  the  commiffioned 
Officers  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  good  Horfes,  of  at  leaft  Fourteen 
Hands  and  an  Half  high,  and  to  be  armed  with  a Sword  and  Pair 
of  Piftols,  the  Holfters  of  which  to  be  covered  with  Bearfkin  Caps ; 
each  Dragoon  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  a ferviceable  Horfe,  at  leafl 
Fourteen  Hands  and  an  Half  high,  a good  Saddle,  Bridle,  Mail- 
Pillion,  and  Valife  Holfters,  and  a Breaft-plate,  and  Crupper,  a 
Pair  of  Boots  and  Spurs,  a Pair  of  Piftols,  a Sabre,  and  a Car- 
touch-Box  to  contain  Twelve  Cartridges  for  Piftols  j that  each 
Company  of  Artillery,  and  Troop  of  Horfe,  fhall  be  formed  of  Vo- 
lunteers from  the  Brigade,  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  State,  not  exceeding  one  Company  of  each  to  a Regi- 
ment, nor  more  in  Number  than  the  One  Eleventh  Part  of  the 
Infantry,  and  fhall  be  uniformly  clothed  in  Regimentals,  to  be 
furnifhed  at  their  Expence,  the  Colour  and  Fafhion  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Brigadier  commanding  the  Brigade  to  which  they  be- 
long.  And  be  it  further  EnaSted,  That  each  Battalion  and  Re- 

giment fhall  be  provided  with  the  State  and  Regimental  Colours, 
by  the  Field-Officers,  and  each  Company  with  a Drum,  and  Fife, 
or  Bugle-horn,  by  the  commiffioned  Officers  of  the  Company,  in 
fuch  Manner  as  the  Legiflaturc  of  the  refpedlive  States  fhall  diredt. 
— — And  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  there  fhall  be  an  Adjutant- 
General  appointed  in  each  State,  whofe  Duty  it  lhall  be  to  diftri- 
bute  all  Orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  to  the 
feveral  Corps  j to  attend  all  public  Reviews  when  the  Commander 
in  Chief  fhall  review  the  Militia,  or  any  Part  thereof;  to  obey  all 
Orders  from  him  relative  to  carrying  into  Execution,  and  perfedl- 
ing  the  Syftem  of  military  Difcipline  eftablifhed  by  this  Adi ; to 
furnifh  blank  Forms  of  the  different  Returns  that  may  be  required, 
and  to  explain  the  Principles  on  which  they  fhould  be  made,  to  re- 
ceive from  the  feveral  Officers  of  the  different  Corps  throughout 
the  State,  Returns  of  the  Militia  under  their  Command,  reporting 
the  adlual  Situation  of  their  Arms,  Accoutrements  and  Ammuni- 
tion, their  Delinquencies,  and  every  Thing  which  relates  to  the 
general  Advancement  of  good  Order  and  Difcipline ; all  which  the 
feveral  Officers  of  the  Divifions,  Brigades,  Regiments,  and  Bat- 
talions, are  hereby  required  to  make  in  the  ufual  Manner,  fo  that 
the  faid  Adjutant-General  may  be  duly  furnifhed  therewith  ; from 
all  which  Returns  he  fhall  make  proper  Abftradls,  and  lay  the  fame 

annually  before  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State. And  be 

it  further  Enabled,  That  the  Rules  of  Difcipline  approved  and  ef- 
tablifhed by  Congrefs,  in  their  Refolution  of  the  29th  of  March, 
1779,  fhall  be  the  Rules  of  Difcipline  to  be  obferved  by  the  Militia, 
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throughout  the  United  States,  except  fuch  Deviations  from  the 
faid  Rules  as  may  be  rendered  neccifary  by  the  Requiheions  of  this 
or  by  fome  other  unavoidable  Circumftances.  It  fhall  be  the 
Duty  of  the  commanding-Officer,  at  every  Mufter,  whether  by  Bat- 
talion, Regiment,  or  finglc  Company,  to  caufe  the  Militia  to  be 
cxerciled  and  trained  agreeably  to  the  faid  Rules  ofDifcipline.— — 
And  be  it  further  Enabled^  That  all  commillloned  Officers  fhall  take 
Rank  according  to  the  Date  of  their  Commiffions ; and  when  Two 
of  the  fame  Grade  bear  an  equal  Date,  then  their  Rank  fhall  be  deter- 
mined by  Lot,  to  be  drawn  by  them,  before  the  Commanding  Of- 
ficer of  the  Brigade,  Regiment,  Battalion,  Company,  or  Detach- 
ment.  And  be  it  further  Enabiedy  That  if  any  Perfon,  whether 

Officer  or  Soldier,  belonging  to  the  Militia  of  any  State,  and  called 
out  into  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  be  wounded  or  difabled 
while  in  aftual  Service,  he  or  they  fhall  be  provided  for  at  the 

public  Expence. And  be  it  further  Enabiedy  That  it  fhall  be  the 

Duty  of  the  Brigade-1  nfpe(ffor  to  attend  the  Regimental  and  Bat- 
talion Meetings  of  the  Militia  compofmg  their  fcveral  Brigades, 
during  the  Time  of  their  being  under  Arms,  to  infpeft  their  Arms, 
Ammunition,  and  Accoutrements,  fuperintend  their  Exercife  and 
Manoeuvres,  and  introduce  the  Syftem  of  military  Difeipline,  be- 
fore deferibed,  throughout  the  Brigade,  agreeably  to  Law,  and 
fuch  Orders  as  they  fhall  from  Time  to  Time  receive  from  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  j to  make  Returns  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  State,  at  kaft  once  in  every  Year,  of  the  Militia  of 
the  Brigade  to  which  they  belong,  reporting  thereon  the  aftual  Si- 
tuation of  the  Arms,  Accoutrements,  and  Ammunition  of  the  fe- 
veral  Corps,  and  of  every  other  Thing  which  in  his  judgmeut 
may  relate  to  their  Government,  and  the  general  Advancement  of 
good  Order  and  military  Difeipline.  And  the  Adjutant-General 
fhall  make  a Return  of  all  the  Militia  of  the  State,  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  faid  State,  and  a Duplicate  of  the  fame  to 
the  Prefident  of  the  United  States. 

Sedion  2.  And  whereas  the  Refervations  contained  in  the  faid 
Conftitution,  relative  to  the  Militia  of  the  States  refpedively, 
raider  jt  neceffary  that  Provifion  fhould  be  made  in  the  Premifes, 
by  the  Legiflature  of  this  State : — Therefore,  Be  it  Enabled  by  tbii^ 
General  AJemblyy  and  by  the  Authority  thereof  it  is  hereby  Enabled, 
That  the  whole  Militia  of  this  State  fhall  be  arranged  into  one  Di- 
vifion  ; that  the  faid  Divifion  fhall  conftitute  Four  Brigades  5 that 
the  Militia  in  the  Counties  of  Newport  and  Briftol  fhall  form  One 
Brigade,  the  Militia  in  the  County  of  Providenee  One  Brigade,  the 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Wafhington  One  Brigade,  s^nd  the  Militia 
in  the  County  of  One  Brigade ; that  the  Brigade  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  Newport  and  Briftol  lhall  confift  of  Four  Regiments,  the 
Brigade  in  the  County  o(  Pravidencty  of  Seven  Regiments,  the  Brig- 
ade in  the  County  of  WaJhingtoHyOi  Four  Regiments,  and  the  Brig- 
ade in  theCountyof/f^w/,  of  Three  Regiments  i that  each  Regiment, 
whofe  Numbers,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Field-Officers,  will  admit 
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of  it,  (hall  be  divided  into  Two  Battalions;  and  that  the  faid  Mi- 
litia lhall  be  divided  into  Clafles,under  the  Denominations  of  Senior 
Clafs,  and  of  Infantry. 

Seftion  3.  AND  be  it  further  EnaSfed  by  the  Authority  afore/aid. 
That  the  Regiments  of  Infantry  be  conftituted  as  follows,  to  wit : 
That  the  Towns  of  Newporty  Portfmguthy  New-Shorehanty  Jamef- 
towHy  and  Middletown,  conftitute  One  Regiment ; the  Towns  of 
TVvtfr/owand  Little-Compton  One  Regiment;  that  the  Towns  of 
Bridoly  IVarreUy  and  Barrington  conftitute  one  Regiment ; that  the 
Towns  of  Providence  and  North-Providence  conftitute  One  Regi- 
ment; the  Towns  of  and  Cumberland  Regiment; 

the  Town  of  Scituate  One  Regiment;  the  Town  of  Glocefler  One 
Regiment;  the  Towns  of  Cranfton  and  One  Regiment; 

and  the  Town  of  Fofter  One  Regiment ; that  the  Towns  of  IVeJierlyy 
Cbarlejlown  znd  Hop  hint  on  conftitute  One  Regiment;  the  Towns 
of  North -Kingft own  and  Exeter  One  Regiment ; and  the  Towns  of 
South-Kingdown  and  Richmond  One  Regiment;  that  the  Towns  of 
Warwick  and  Eajl-Greenwich  conftitute  One  Regiment ; and  the 
Towns  of  Wefi~Greenwich  and  Coventry  One  Regiment. 

Seftion  4.  AND  be  it  further  EnaEtedy  That  there  be  Four  Com- 
panies of  Infantry  in  the  Town  of  Newporty  Two  in  the  Town  of 
Portjmouthy  One  in  the  Town  of  One  in  the  Town 

of  New-Shorehamy  and  One  in  the  Town  of  Jameftown  Three  in 
the  Town  of  Tivertony  and  Two  in  the  Town  of  Little-Compton  y 
that  there  be  Five  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Providence,  Three  in 
the  Town  ^ GranfioHy  Four  in  the  Town  of  ^ohnfton.  Two  in  the 
Town  oi  North- ProvidenceyTh.Kt  in  the  Town  of  Smithfield,  Two 
in  the  Town  of  Cumherland,  Font  in  the  Town  of  Scituate,  Six  in 
the  Town  of  Glocefter,  and  Four  in  the  Town  of  Fofter  ; that  there 
be  Four  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Wefterly,  Two  in  the  Town  of 
Charleftown,  and  Four  in  the  Town  of  HopJdnton,  Four  in  the  Town 
o(  North-King/lown,  Three  in  the  Town  of  Exeter,  Four  in  the 
Town  of  South-Kingdown,  and  Two  in  the  Town  of  Richmond i 
that  there  be  one  Company  in  the  Town  of  Briftol,  Two  in  the  Town 

Warren,  and  One,  in  the  Town  of  Barrington that  there  be 
Three  Companies  in  the  Town  of  Warwick,  Two  in  the  Town  of 
Eaft-Greenwfch,  Thvtc  in  xheTo'f/n  oiWefl-Greenwich,  and  Four 
in  the  Town  of  Coventry  ; and  that  the  faid  Divifion,Brigades,  Re- 
giments, Battalions  and  Companies,  be  officered  agreeably  to  the 
aforefaid  Ad  of  Congrefs. 

Sedion  5.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  in  Addition  to 
Perfons  exempted  from  Military  Duty,  by  the  Law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  herein  before  recited,  there  lhall  be,  and  hereby  are,  ex- 
empted by  this  Ad  fiom  fuch  Duty,  either  in  the  Regiments  of  Se- 
nior Clafs  or  Infantry,  the  following  Perfons,. /p  wf/ ••  The  Mem- 
bers of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature,  the  Jufticesof  the  Superior 
Court  of  Judicature,  and  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Secrctarvj 
the  Attorney-General,  the  Gcneral-Trcafurer,Onc  Ferryman  to  each 
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ftited  Ferry,  the  Minifters  and  Teachers  of  each  Church  of  Cort-* 
grcgation,  the  Prefident,  Profeflbrs,  Tutors,  Students  and  Stew- 
ard of  Rhode-ljland  College,  and  all  Perfons  who  are  confcien- 
tioufly  fcrupulous  againft  bearing  Arms,  and  who  lhall  produce  to 
the  Captain  in  whofe  Diftrift  they  refide.  Certificates  of  their  be- 
longing to  the  Society  of  Friends,  from  the  Clerk  of  their  Meeting, 
or  mall  make  Affirmation  before  fome  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  of  their 
being  thus  canfcientioully  fcrupulous^  as  aforefaid,  and  produce  a 
Certificate  that  they  have  fo  affirmed. 

Section  6.  PROVIDED  never thelefSy  and  be  it  further  Enabled ^ 
That  all  Perlons,  who  arc,  or  fhall  hereafter  be  exempted  from 
military  Ser\  ice,  as  in  the  preceding  Seftion,  and  (hall  not 
perform  the  fame  as  direfted  by  this  A6t,  except  as  is  hereinafter 
excepted,  fhall  pay  for  fuch  Exemption,  and  as  an  Equivalent  for 
the  faid  Services, the  Sum  of  Twelve  Shillings, znxxuzWy  •,  that  the  fame 
be  paid  into  the  Town-Treafuries  of  the  refpeftive  Towns,  for  the 
Ule  of  the  State,  to  be  appropriated  as  the  General  AfTembly  fhall 
direit:  That  the  commanding  Officers  of  the  feveral  Companies 
return  a Lill  of  all  thofe  Perfons  to  the  Town-Treafurers  of  their 
refpeflive  Towns,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  diredled  to  iflue 
their  Warrants,  within  Ten  Days,  to  the  Town-Seijeants  of  their 
refpeftive  Towns,  commanding  them  to  colleft  and  pay  the  fame 
into  the  Town-Treafury,  within  Forty  Days;  and  that  the  Town- 
Treafurer  of  each  Town  make  true  Returns  of  the  Sums  of  Money 
fo  colledcd,  to  the  General  AfTembly,  annually,  at  the  General 
Eleftion.  Provided  Jurther,  that  every  fettled  Minifter  of  each 
Church  and  Congregation,,  the  Prefident,-  Tutors, 

Students,  and  Steward  of  Rhode-Ifland  College,  fhall  be  exempted 
from  paying  the  faid  Equivalent. 

Seftiony.  AND  he  it  further  Enabled,  That  all  Perfons  of  the 
following  Deferiptions  be  exempted  from  ferving  in  the  Regiments 
of  Infantry,  to  wit : All  Perfons  who  fhall  have  ferved,  or  be  in 
the  Place  of  General  Officers,  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  or  other  com- 
miflioned  Officers,  all  fworn  Pradtitioners  in  the  Law,  Phyficians, 
Surgeons,  Apothecaries,  one  Miller  to  each  Grift-Mill,  Town- 
Council-Men,  Town-Treafurcrs,Town-Clerks,and  Town  Serjeants, 
while  ferving  in  their  refpeftive  Stations. 

Section  8.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  all  the  Perfons  ex- 
empted as  in  the  laft  preceding  Sedtion,  be  formed  into  feparate 
Corps,  to  be  known  and  called  by  the  Name  of  the  Senior  Clafs,  in 
the  feveral  Brigades  to  whofe  Diftridls  they  appertain  ; and  that 
they  be  offit  ered  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Regiments  and  Com- 
panies of  Infantry,  and  be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  Regulations,  except 
as  to  the  Times  of  muftering  and  training. 

Sedtion  9.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  the  Senior  Clafs  of 
the  Town  of  Proviaence  conftituteone  Company,  that  of  the  Town 
of  Cranjton  oTiQ  Company,  that  of  the  Town  of  JohnJlon  one  Com- 
pany, 
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panyj  that  of  the  Town  of  North-Providence  one  Connpany,  that  of 
the  Town  of  Smithfield  one  Company,  that  of  the  Town  of  Cumber- 
land one  Company,  that  of  the  Town  of  Scituate  one  Company* 
that  of  the  Town  of  Glocejler  one  Company,  that  of  the  Town  of 
Fofter  ont  Company;  which  faid  Companies  fhall  form  one  Regi- 
ment : That  the  faid  Senior  Clafs  in  the  Town  of  IVederly  confti- 
tute  one  Company,  that  of  the  Town  of  Charlejlo’iin  one  Company, 
that  ofthe  Town  of  one  Company,  that  of  the  Town  of 

Norto-Kingdown  one  Company,  that  of  the  Town  of  Exeter  one 
Company,  that  of  the  Town  of  South -Kingstown  one  Company, 
that  of  the  Town  of  Richmond  one  Company  ; which  faid  Compa- 
nies (hall  be  formed  into  one  Regiment:  I'hatthe  faid  Senior  Clafs 
in  the  Towns  of  Briftol^  Warren^  and  Barrington^  conflitute  one 
Company,  that  of  the  Town  of  Tiverton  one  Compan  y,  that  of  the 
Town  of  Little-Compton  one  Company  ; that  of  the  Towns  of  New- 
port 3.nAJame/lown  ont  Company;  that  of  the  Towns  o(  Portf- 
mouth  and  Middletown  one  Company ; which  Companies  fhall  be 
formed  into  one  Regiment;  and  that  the  Senior  Clafs  in  the  Towns 
of  Warwick  and  Eaft -Greenwich  conftitute  one  Company,  that  of 
the  Town  of  Coventry  one  Company,  and  that  of  the  Town  of 
Weft -Greenwich  one  Company  ; which  Companies  fhall  be  formed 
into  one  Regiment.  And  the  faid  feveral  Corps  of  Senior  Clafs 
fhail  beofficered  in  the  like  Manner  as  is  prefcribed  by  the  faid  Aet 
of  Congrefs. 

Seftlon  lo.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  it  fhall  be  the 
Dutyof  the  commanding  Officers  ofCompaniesof  every  Defcription 
in  this  State,  on  or  before  the  Fifteenth  Day  of  Auguft,  next,  to  enrol 
every  free  able-bodied  white  male  Citizen,  belonging  to  their  faid 
Companies,  and  to  notify  fuch  Perfons  of  their  Enrolment,  by  a 
proper  non-commiffioned  Officer  of  fuch  Company  ; and  that  the  faid 
Commanding-Officers  make  a Return  of  the  fame  to  the  Command- 
ants of  the  Regiments  to  which  they  refpeftively  belong,  who  fhall 
make  Returns  of  their  refpedlive  Regiments  to  the  Brigadier-Gener- 
als ; and  where  faid  Companies  are  not  attached  to  any  Regiment, 
Returns  fhall  be  made  to  the  Adjutant-General,  within  Twenty 
Days  after  fuch  Enrolment.  And  it  fhall  be  the  Duty  of  the  Brigade- 
Major  of  fuch  Brigade,  from  fuch  Returns,  to  form  a BrigadcReturn, 
and  fend  the  fame  to  the  Adjutant-General, on  or  before  the  Fifteenth 
Day  of  September  next;  who  fhall,  from  the  feveral  Returns  thus 
made, form  a general  Return, and  prefent  the  fame  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  on  or  before  the  Firft  Day  of  Oblober  next. 

Section  li.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  every  Corporal 
who  fhall  neglefl  to  warn  the  Men  to  appear  at  every  Rendezvous 
mentioned  in  this  A61,  when  thereunto  required  as  aforefaid,  with- 
out fufficient  Excufe,  fhall  forfeit  the  Sum  of  Twelve  shillings, 
lawful  Money  ; That  every  non-commiffioned  Officer  or  Private, 
who  fhall  negleft  to  appear  at  the  Regimental  Rendezvous,  fhall 
forfeit  the  Sum  of  6’z.v  and  for  every  Day  he  fhall  negleft 

to  appear  at  the  Company  Parade,  he  fhall  forfeit  Four  shillings  and 

Six 
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Six  Pence ; and  if  he  fhall  not  be  armed  and  equipped  according  to 
thefaid  AA  ofCongrefs,  when  fo  appearing  without  fufficicnt  Ex- 
cufe,  he  fhall,  for  appearing  without  a Gun,  forfeit  One  Shilling  and 
Six  PencCi  without  a Bayonet  and  Belt,  Six  Pence,  without  a Car- 
touch-Box  and*  Cartridges  Six  Pence,  without  a Knapfaclc  Three 
Pence,  and  without  Flints,  Priming-Wire  and  Brufh,  Three  Pence. 
Provided  always,  that  none  of  the  Fines  aforefaid,  nor  any  other, 
except  thofe  mentioned  in  the  Sixteenth  SeAion  of  this  AA,  fhall 
be  levied  on  any  Delinquent,  until  after  the  Expiration  of  Ten  Days 
from  the  Time  of  fuch  Delinquency,  nor  then  if  fuch  Fines  fhall, 
on  fufficient  Excufe  being  made  to  the  Captain  or  Commanding- 
Officer  of  the  Company  to  which  fuch  Delinquent  belongs,  be  re- 
mitted. And  all  Fines  which  fuch  Captain  or  Commanding-Offi- 
cer of  the  Company  fhall  determine  as  proper  to  be  exaAed  fhall  be 
levied  by  Warrant  from  the  Captain  or  Commanding-Officer  of  fuch 
Company,  to  be  iffued  after  the  Expiration  of  Twenty  Days  from 
the  Time  of  fuch  Delinquency,  direAed  to  one  or  more  Serjeants 
or  Coporals  of the  Company  to  which  fuch  Offender  belongs ; whofe 
Duty  it  is  hereby  made  to  colleA  the  fame,  with  fuch  Fees  as  are 
taxable  by  Law  for  the  like  Services  in  civil  Cafes,  by  Diflrefs  and 
Sale  of  the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  the  Offenders,  refpeAively,  and 
for  Want  thereof  by  Imprifonment,  until  fuch  Fine  and  Coft  fhall 
be  paid  : That  in  Cafe  any  fuch  Defaulter  fhall  live  with  his  Father 
or  Mother,  or  fhall  be  an  Apprentice  or  indented  Servant,  the 
Matter  or  Mittrefs,  or  Father  or  Mother  (as  the  Cafe  may  be)  fhall 
be  liable  to  pay  fuch  Fine,  with  Coft  j in  Default  of  which  Payment, 
the  faid  Serjeant  or  Corporal  fhall  levy  the  fame  upon  the  Goods 
and  Chattels  of  fuch  Father  or  Mother,  Maftcrx»r  Mittrefs  t That 
all  Fines  arifing  from  any  Offences  within  any  Brigade,  fhall,  when 
recovered, be  paid  to  fuch  Perfon  as  the  Commanding-Officer  of  the 
Brigade  fhall  appoint  to  receive  the  fame  j and  as  much  thereof  fhall 
be  appropriated  by  the  Orderof  the  faid  Commanding-Officer,  as 
he  fhall  deem  proper,  tor  the  Purchafe  of  fuch  Colours,  Drums  and 
Fifes  for  the  different  Corps  in  the  Brigade  as  may  be  requifite  j and 
the  Refidue,  if  any  there  be,  for  the  purchafing  fuch  Arms  as  are 
defignated  in  the  FirftenaAing  Paragraph  of  the  faid  AA  of  Con- 
grefs,  for  the  Ufc  of  fuch  Privates  in  the  rcfpeAive  Regiments,  as 
in  the  Judgment  of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  to  which 
they  belong,  fhall  be  unable  to  furnifh  themfelvcs ; faid  Arms  fo 
furnifhed  to  be  depofited  at  fuch  Place  or  Places  as  the  Command- 
ant fhall  appoint,  and  fhall  be  delivered  to  thofe  for  whofe  Ufe 
they  are  defigned,  as  Occafion  fhall  require  from  Time  to  Time, 
under  the  DireAion  of  the  Commanding-Officers  of  the  rcfpeAive 
Companies,  taking  and  giving  Receipts  therefor  as  they  fhall  be 
delivered  and  returned  : And  that  a Sum  not  exceeding  Six  Shil- 
lings,^v  Day,  fhall  be  allowed  to  the  Corporal,  for  warning  the 
Company  to  which  he  belongs  j which  Sum  fhall  be  paid  him  by 
the  Captain  of  the  faid  Company  out  of  the  firft  Fines  or  Forfeitures 
colleAcd  therein  agreeably  to  this  AAj  the  Number  of  Days  for 
which  the  Corporal  fhall  be  in  Pay  for  warning  the  Company  as  a- 
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aforefald  (hall  be  afcertained  and  allowed  by  the  Captain  or  Com» 
manding-Officer  of  fuch  Company,  difc-rctionally. 

Seflion  12.  AND  he  it  fu'^ther  Enahied,  That  it  (hall  be  the  Du» 
ty  of  the  Field-Orhcers  of  the  feveral  Regiments  of  Senior  Clafs 
and  Infantry  to  proceed  with-  all  convenient  Speed  in  forming  the 
feparace  Companies  of  Grenadiers,  Light-Infantry  and  Rifle-Men 
for  their  faid  Regiments,  agreeably  to  the  afore-recited  Adt  of  Con- 
grefs. 

Section  13.  AND  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  each  Regiment  of 
Infantry  in  this  State  (hall  meet  twice  in  every  Year  by  Companies, 
for  the  Purpofe  of  training,  difeiplining,  and  improving  them  in 
martial  Exercifes,  and  once  in  every  Year  in  Regiment,  or  Bat- 
talion : That  all  Regiments  of  Senior  Clafs  (hall  rendezvous  twice 
in  every  Two  Years,  once  by  Companies,  and  once  by  Regiment  or 
Battalion : And  that  the  Places  of  rendezvoufing  by  Companies 
be  appointed  by  the  Commanding-Officers  of  the  refpeftive  Com- 
panies ; the  Places  of  Regimental  or  Battalion  Rendezvous,  by  the 
Commandants  of  the  Regiments  refpedlively,  the  Times  of  ren- 
dezvoufing by  Companies,  by  the  refpedlive  Commandants  of  the 
Regiments  j and  the  Times  of  Regimental  or  Battalion  Rendezvous, 
by  the  refpedlive  Brigadiers:  And  that  any  Officer  who  (ball  neg- 
ledl  or  refufe  to  appear  as  aforefaid  with  his  Company,  when  duly 
notified,  and  not  having  fufficient  Excufe,  lhall  be  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial,  and  if  found  guilty,  (hall  be  broke  and  reduced  to 
the  Ranks. 

Sedlion  14.  AND  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  whenever  the  Com- 
manding-Officer of  any  Company  lhall  receive  Orders  from  the 
Brigadier  of  theDiftridl  in  which  herefides,  or  the  Commandant  of 
the  Regiment  (except  in  Cafes  of  Alarm)  he  (hall  iflue  his  Warrant 
for  their  afiTembling  to  the  Corporals  of  his  Company  Ten  Days  be- 
fore the  Time  appointed  for  Mufter,  requiring  them  to  warn  the 
Men  of  their  refpedlive  Diftridls  to  be  by  him  affigned,  to  aflemble 
at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed,  equipped  according  to  Law.— 
And  the  faid  Corporals  lliall  caufc  the  faid  Warrants  to  be  ferved 
Six  Davs  before,  and  return  the  fame,  with  their  Doings  thereon^ 
one  Day  before  the  aflTcmbling  as  aforefaid. 

Scdlion  15.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  it  (hall  be  the  Du- 
ty of  the  Brigade-Major  in  each  Diftridl  to  furnilh  a Copy  of  all  Or- 
ders for  Mufter  to  the  Commandants  of  Regiments  within  cachref- 
pedtive  Brigade. 

Scdlion  16.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  when  the  Troops 
or  any  Part  of  them  (hall  be  alTcmblcd  together  for  Review,  or 
otherwife,  it  (hall  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Commanding-Officer  pre- 
fent  to  punifh  all  Diforders,  or  Breaches  of  military  Order  and 
Difcipline,  whether  in  non-commiffioned  Officers  or  Privates,  by 

C immediately 


212 


( 10  ) 

immediately  committing  the  Offender  to  Gaol,  or  under  Guardj 
there  to  remain  not  exceeding  Twenty-four  Hours,  or  by  Fine  not 
exceeding  Twelve  Shillings,  at  the  Diferetion  of  the  Commanding- 
OfHcer  j the  faid  Fines  to  be  collefted  as  beforementioned. 

Sedlion  17.  AND  fe  iTTiirt^^'Effdnerd,  That  if  any  Perfon  who 
fsa  Member  of  any  Independent  Company  do  not  produce  a Cer- 
tificate from  the  Commanding-Officer  of  the  Company  to  which  he 
belongs,  fpccifying  that  he  is  a Member  of  the  fame,  to  the  Officer 
yrho  fhall  warn  him  for  Mufter  at  any  Meeting  of  the  Company  of 
jffieT>rftri«5l  wherein  he  refides,  he  fhall  be  held  for  the  Fines  fpeci- 
rn  this  Aft. 

Seftion  18.  AND  be  it  further  EnaSled^  That  whenever  the  mi- 
litary Force  of  this  State,  or  any  Part  thereof,  fhall  be  called  into 
aftual  Service,  they  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  the  Articles  of  War  pre- 
feribedby  Congrefs  for  the  Government  of  the  Troops  of  the  U- 
nited  States. 

Seftion  19..  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  from  and  after  the 
Firft  Wednefday  m May  next,  all  Officers  of  the  Militia  deriving 
their  Appointments  from  the  General  Affembly,  fhall  hold  their 
refpeftivc  Appointments  for  and  during  the  Term  of  Two  Years 
from  t)ie  Times  of  their  refpeftivc  Appointments}  excepting  in 
Cafe  of  Refignarion,  or  being  removed  by  the  Legiflature  for 
Mifdemeanojy-or-bmlce  Fy.  Spnfenre  .oflCQurt-Martial. 

Seftion  20.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  in  Addition  to 
the  Officers  to  be  appointed  purfuant  to  the  afore-recited  Aft  of 
Congrefs,  there  be  alfo  appointed  for  the  Militia  of  this  State,  one 
Direftor  and  Purveyor-General  of  the  military  Hofpital,  one  Sur- 
geon and  Phyfician-General,  one  Quarter- Mailer-General,  one 
Commiffary-General,  with  the  Power  of  Subflitution  as  Occafion 
may  require : And  that  the  Adjutant-General  fhall  have  the  Rank 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant. 

Seftion  21.  AND  be  it  further  Enabled,  That  every  Regimental 
Court-Martial  fhall  confift  of  at  leaft  Five  Commiffioned  Officers, 
one  whereof  at  leaft,  being  a Captain,  and  fhall  be  appointed  by 
the  Commanding-Officer  of  the  Regiment } who  is  empowered  to 
confirm,  mitigate,  or  difapprove  any  Sentence  by  them  given. 

I 

Seftion  22.  AND  he  it  further  Enabled,  That  every  General 
Court-Martial  fhall  confift  of  at  leaft  Thirteen  commiffioned  Offi- 
cers, one  whereof  fhall  be  a General,  or  Field  Officer,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Majot-General,or  inhisAbfence  by  the  next  Officer 
prefent  in  Command  j who  is  alfo  empowered  to  approve,  mitigate, 
or  annul  any  Sentence  by  them  given. 
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Sedion  23d.  AND  he  it  further  EtiaSted,  That  the  Divifions  of 
Companies  as  now  exifting  in  the  feveral  Towns,  be  continued  j 
fubjedl  however  to  fuch  Alterations  as  their  prefent  Numbers,  or 
future  Increafe,  or  Diminution  may,  in  the  Judgement  of  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Corps  to  which  they  belong,  from  Time  to  Time 
render  neceffary  or  expedient. 

Section  24.  AND  he  it  further  Enabled,  That  whenever  it  lhall 
happen  that  any  Surveyor  of  the  Highways  fhall  have  warned  the 
Men  of  his  Diftrid;  to  work  on  the  Highways  on  the  fame  Day 
that  lhall  be  affigned  for  the  Training,  purfuant  to  this  Adi,  the  faid 
Warning  to  work  upon  the  Highways  fhall  be  confidered  as  fuper- 
ceded. 

AND  he  it  further  Enahied,  That  all  Laws  heretofore  made,  re- 
lative to  organizing  and  difciplining  the  Militia  of  this  State,  be 
and  the  fame  arc  hereby  repealed, 

AT  is  Ordered^  That  this  Adt  be  publilhed  in  all  the  News-Papers 
in  this  State. 


State  of  Rhode-Ifandj  &c. 

The  preceding  is  a true  Copy  of  a Bill  pending  before  the  Ge- 
neral Aflembly,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  fubfequent  Re- 
folve,. 


In  general  ASSEMBLY,  June  Session,  A.  D.  1793. 

IT  is  Voted  and  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  caufe  as  many  Co- 
pies of  the  Militia  Bill,  as  reported  by  a Committee  appointed 
to  form  the  fame  by  the  General  Affembly,  to  be  printed,  as 
there  are  Towns  in  the  State,  within  Ten  Days  after  the  Rifing  of 
this  Aflembly,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  a Copy,  thus  printed,  to  each 
Town-Clerk  in  the  State  ; who  is  hereby  diredlred  to  read  the  fame 
in  open  Town-Meeting,  at  the  firft  Meeting  of  the  Freemen,  after 
the  Reception  thereof. 


PROVIDENCE:  printed  by  B.  WHEELER. 


Witnefs, 


HENRY  WARD,  Sec’ry. 


A true  Copy  : 


Witnefs, 


HENRY  WARD,  Sec’ry. 
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See  in  general  and 
especially  original 
pp.  422,  423,  430, 
and  following 


Court  proper  to  try  the  fame  ; one  moiety, 
thereof  to  the  ufe  of  the  perfon  ’who  Ihail 
file  for  the  fame,  and  the  other  moiety  to  and 
for  the  ule  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaBed^  That 
O^ceiT  f-' profe-  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  from 
fcHte.vit.u  ^vhoc)  any  fin'es,  forfeitures  or  penalties  may 
I withho’den  or  detained,  to  coHeft  the 
lame  in  the  due  courfe  of  and  to  profe- 
riite  for  the  breaches  of  this  a£l  in  manner 
a i ore  fa  id. 

Sec.  3,  And  he  it  further  enaBed^  That 
every  Juftice  of  the  Peace  and  Warden  fhall 
r ::  noOir^sto  n.iuahy,  at  the  May  feflion  of  the  General 
'-ei  ndi.  Aflembiy,  make  return  to  the  Generai-Trea- 
fa  per  ^vhether  he  hath  colle6led  any  fines 
due  to  the  State  during  the  laft  year,  and 
ti'  til  thdt  time,  and  the  amount  and  circum- 
ftaiices  of  fuch  fines,  if  any,  by  him  colledled, 
and  fhall  pay  over  the  fame  to  the  General- 
On  nfgicit,  ren-  Treafurer  ; and  that  if  any  Juftice  of  the 
4ered  njeligibie,  OT  Warden  fiiail  neglcCt  to  make  re- 

turn as  aforefaid,  or  fhall  neglefl  to  pay  over 
the  fines  by  him  collefled,  he  fhall  be  ineligi- 
ble to  the  laid  office  of  Juftice  of  the  Peace 
or  Warden. 


1718 

3736 

1740 

1744 

1745 

^754 

^755 

1756 

175S 

1767 

1771 


An  AB  to  organize  the  Militia  of  this  State^ 

WHEREAS  by  the  Conftitution  of  the\ 
United  States,  the  Congrefs  have! 
power  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming 
and  difeiplining  the  militia,  and  for  govern- 
ing fuch  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ; referv- 
ing  to  the  States  rcfpe6fivcly  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of 
training  the  militia  accordiVig  to  the  d.ifci-/ 

pline/ 


,465.  R.  1. — General  Assembly;  Pub.  Laws,  Carter  & Wilkinson,  i'/g8;  Act, 
reenacted  Jan.  iyg8  with  fnarginal  annotations  including  iyi8,  ryj6,  1740, 
1744,  1745,  1754,  1755,  1756,  1758,  1767;  1774,  pp.  422-442. 
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/pline  prefcribed  by  Congrefs : And  whereas  1776. 
the  Congrefs  did,  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  1777. 

A.  D.  1792,  pafs  an  a6;,  entitled,  “ An  ad  1779. 
more  effedually  to  provide  for  the  national  279^. 
defence,  by  eftablilhing  an  uniform  militia  1796. 
throughout  the  United  States  which  act  1798. 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘‘  An  Ad  more  efFedually  to  provide  for  the 

national  Defence,  by  eftablilhing  aii  uni-  A<a of  Cor.grefe= 
form  Militia  throughout  the  United  States. 


1.  BE  it  enabled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe 
oj  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States  of 
Amen,ca,  in  Congrefs  affembled.  That  each 
and  every  free  able  bodied  white  male  citi- 
zen of  the  refped;ive  States,  refident  therein, 
who  is  or  lhall  be  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
(except  as  is  herein  after  excepted)  lhall 
feverally  and  refped.ively  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia,  by  the  Captain  or  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  company  within  w’hofe  bounds 
fuch  citizen  lhall  rehde,  and  that  within 
Uwelve  months  after  the  palling  of  this  ad. 
And  it  lhall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  the  duty 
of  every  fuch  Captain  or  Commaiiding 
Officer  of  a company,  to  enrol  every  fuch 
citizen  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo  thofe  who  lhall, 
from  time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  age  ol  eight- 
een years,  or  being  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
(except  as  before  excepted)  ftiall  come  to 
relide  within’his  bounds;  and  fliall  without 
delay  notify  fuch  citizen  of  the  faid  enrol- 
ment, by  a proper  non-commiffioned  officer 
of  the  company,  by  whom  fuch  notice  may 
be  proved  ; that  every  citizen  fo  enrolled 
and  notified  fliall,  within  fix  months  there- 

aftcT, 
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Howtoi>eef!«ij|.  affer>  provide  hifflfolf  trhfe  a g^Odd  MafliStOf 
^ * firelocki  a fuffidiem  bayonei?  afid  bdt,  two 

jpare  flints,  and  a knapfack,  a pouchy  With  et 
box  therein,  to  contain  not  teis  than  twemy- 
fonr  cartridges,  failed  to  the  bore  of  bis 
mufket  or  firelock,  earlh  cartridge  to  con- 
tain a proper  quantity  of  powder  and  ball  i 
or  with  a good  rifle,  knapfack,  ftiot-pouch 
and  powder-horn,  twenty  balls  failed  to  the 
bore  of  his  rifle,  and  a quarter  of  a pound  of 
powder  ; and  fhall  appear,  fo  armed,  ac- 
coutred and  provided,  when  called  out  to 
cxercife,  or  into  fervice,  except  that  when 
called  out  on  company  days  to  exercife  on- 
ly, he  may  appear  without  a knapfack. 
That  the  commiflioned  officers  (hall  feveral- 
ly  be  armed  with  a fword  or  hanger  and 
efpontoon,  and  that  from  and  after  five 
years  from  the  paffing  of  this  aft,  all  muikets 
for  arming  the  militia,  as  herein  required, 
fhall  be  of  bores  fufficient  for  balls  of  the 
eighteenth  part  of  a pound.  And  every 
citizen  fo  enrolled,  and  providing  himfelf 
with  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements, 
required  as-  aforefaid,  lhall  hold  the  fame 
exempted  from  all  fuits,  diftrefies,  execu- 
tions or  Tales,  for  debt,  or  for  the  payment 
of  taxes. 

2.  And  be  it  Jurthcr  enaBcd^  That  the 
Exemptions.  Vicc-Prefident  of  the  United  States ; the 
officers,  judicial  and  executive,  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  ; the  Members 
of  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  and  their 
refpeftive  officers;  all  cuftom-houfe  offi- 
cers, with  their  clerks  ; all  poll-officers 
and  ftjge-drivers,  who  are  employed  in  the 
care  ^.nd  conveyance  of  the  mail  of  the 
Poft-Oflice  of  the  United  States  ; all  ferry  - 
men cinplovccl  at  any  ferry  on  the  pofl- 
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foad  j ail  infpe£lors  of  exports  ; all  pilots  ; 
all  mariners  aftually  employed  in  the  lea 
fervice  of  any  citizen  or  merchant  within 
the  United  States,  and  all  perfons  who  now 
are  or  may  hereafter  be  exempted  by  the 
laws  of  the  refpe6ll\re  States,  Ihall  be  and 
are  hereby  exempted  from  militia  duty,  not- 
withllanding  their  being  above  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five 
years. 

3.  And  be  it  fur.thet  cn^aHed,  That  within  Miutia,  howto 
one  year  after  pafling  of  this  ad,  the  milU  tedmdsdj 
tia  of  the  refpedive  States  Ihall  be  arranged 
into  divifions,  brigades^  regiments,  bat- 
talions and  companies,  as  the  Legiflature  of 
each  State  Ihall  dired;  and  each  divilion, 
brigade  and  regiment,  Ihall  be  numbered  at 
the  formation  thereof,  and  a record  made 
of  fuch  numbers  in  the  Adjutant-General’s 
office  in  the  State  ; and,  when  in  the  field, 
or  in  fervice  in  the  State,  each  divilion, 
brigade  and  regiment,  fhall  refpectively  take 
rank  according  to  their  numbers,  reckoning 
the  firft  or  loweit  number  higheft  in  rank. 

That  if  the  fame  be  convenient,  each  brigade 
fhall  conlift  of  four  regiments  ; each  regi- 
ment of  two  battalions  ; each  battalion  of 
live  companies  ; and  each  co  npany  of  fixty- 
four  privates.  That  the  faid  militia  flaall  be  andcfficcrcd. 
officered  by  the  refpedive  States  as  follows  ; 

To  each  divifion  one  Major-General,  and 
two  Aids-de-Camp,  with  the  rank  of  Major; 
to  each  brigade,  one  Brigadier-General, 
with  one  Brigade  Infpedior.  to  lerve  alfo 
as  Brigade  Major,  with  the  rank  of  a Major  ; 
to  each  regiment,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Commandant  ; and  to  each  battalion,  one 
Major  ; to  each  company,  one  Captain, 
one  Lieutenant,  one  Enfign,  four  Serjeants, 
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f6ut  Ccrpeirals,  one  DroitomeTf  Mid  o»« 
Fifct  or  BiJglef.  That  there  ihall  be  a regit 
Tnent^il  to  torrfift  of  one  Adjutant,  and 
6nt  ^iiirter-M^ftef,  to  rank  as  Lieutenants; 
one  i^aymafVer^  one  Surgeon,  and  one 
Surgeon’s  Mate?  one  Serjeant-Ma^or,  one 
I>rilmvMajor>  and  one  Fife -Major. 
eompjBies  cf  4.  And  be  it  furtht^  cn&Bedj  That  out  of 
the  raUitia  enrolled,  as  is  herein  dire^lcd^ 
there  Hiall  be  formed  for  each  battalion  at 
feaft  one  company  of  grenadiers,  light  in- 
fantry or  riflemen  ; and  that  to  each  divi- 
lion  there  fltaU  be  at  leaft  one  company  of 
artillery,  and  one  troop  of  horfe  : There 
fhall  be  to  each  company  of  artillery,  one 
•Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  four  Serjeants, 
four  Corporals,  fix  Gunners,  fix  Bombard- 
iers, one  Drummer,  and  one  Fifer.  The 
officers  to  be  armed  with  a fword  or  hang- 
er, a fufee,  bayonet  and  belt,  with  a cart- 
ridge-box, to  contain  twelve  cartridges ; and 
each  private  or  matrofs  fhall  furnifh  him- 
felf  with  all  the  equipments  of  a private  in 
the  infantry,  until  proper  ordnance  and  field 
artillery  is  provided.  There  fliall  be  to 
each  troop  of  horfe,  one  Captain,  two 
Lieutenants,  one  Cornet,  four  Serjeants, 
four  Corporals,  one  Saddler,  one  Farrier, 
and  one  Trumpeter.  The  commiffioned 
officers  to  furnifh  theipfeives  with  good 
horfes  of  at  leaft  fourteen  hands  and  an  half 
high,  and  to  be  armed  with  a fword  and  pair 
of  piftols,  the  holftens  of  which  to  be  co- 
vered with  bearfkin  caps.  Each  dragoon 
to  furnifh  himf'elf  with  a ferviceahle  horfe, 
at  leaft  fourteen  hands  and  an  half  high,  a 
good  faddk,  bridle,  mail-pillion  and  valife, 
holfters,  and  a breaflplate  and  crupper,  a 
pair  of  boots  and  fpurs,  a pair  of  piftols,  a 

fab  re. 
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fabre,and  a cartouch^box,to  contain  twelve 
cartridges  for  piiiols  : That  each  company 
of  artillery,  and,  troop  of  borfe,  fliall  be 
formed  of  volunteers  from  the  brigade,  at 
the  diferetion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Stat^,  not  e;?f:ceeding  one  company  of 
each  to  a regiment,  nor  more  in  number 
than  one  eleventh  part  of  the  infantry,  and 
fhall  be  uniformly  clothed  in  regimentals,  to 
be  furniihed  at  theiT  own  expence ; the 
colour  and  falbion  to  be  determined  by  the 
Brigadiet  commanding  the  brigade  to  whicf> 
they  belong. 

5.  he  it  fwkhcr  enaUed^  That  each  c«kun,  4i;c.  ?> 
battalion  and  »regiment  iljall  be  provided 

with  the  State  and  regimental  colours  by 
the  Md  offiCiCrs,  and  each  company  with  a 
drum  and  £tfe,  or  bugle-hoxa,  by  the  cora- 
milboned  officers  of  the  company,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  Legiflatiue  ol  the  refpcSiv® 

States  iliall  dire^. 

6.  And  he  it  further  Th2t  there  Adjutsm-Cc 

toll  be  an  Adjutant-General  appointed  in 

each  State^  whole  duty  it  lhall  be  to  diftri- 
bute  all  orders  from  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  State  to  the  feveral  corps ; 
to  attend  all  public  reviews,  when  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  State  fhaii  review 
the  militia,  or  any  part  thereof  ; to  obey 
all  orders  from  him  relative  to  carrying 
into  execution  and  perfeding  the  fvUem  of 
military  diGcipline  cftabliflied  by  tnis  a^t ; 
to  furnilh  blank  forms  of  different  returns 
that  may  be  required,  and  to  explain  the 
principles  on  which  they  Ihould  be  made; 
to.receii^e  from  the  feveral  officers  of  the 
difficrent  corps  throughout  the  State  returns 
of  tlie  militia  under  their  command,  report- 
ing the  actual  fi tuai i on  of  the i r a rm s , a c c ou i r e - 
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ments  and  ammunition^  their  delinquencies^ 
and  every  other  thing  which  relates  to  the 
general  advancenicnt  of  good  order  and  dif- 
cipline  : All  which  the  feveral  officers  of 
the  divisions,  brigades,  regiments  and'  bat- 
talions, arc  hereby  required  to  make  in  the 
ufual  manner,  fo  that  the  faid  Adjutant- 
General  may  be  duly  furniffied  therewith  ; 
from  all  which  returns  he  ffiall  make  pro- 
per abftrafts,  and  lay  the- fame  annually  be- 
fore the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State. 

7.  And  be  it  farther  enatled^  That  the 
rules  of  difeipline,  approved  and  eftablifli- 
ed  by  Congrefs,  in  their  rel'olutions  of  the 
twenty-ninth  of  March,,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine,  ffiall  be  the  rules 
of  dilcipline  to  be  obferved  by  the  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,  except  fuch 
deviations  from  the  faid  rules  as  may  be 
Tendered  neceffary  by  the  requifitions  of 
this  aft,  or  fome  other  unavoidable  circum- 
Itances.  It  ffiall  be  the  duty  of  the  Command- 
ing Officer,  at  every  mutter,  whether  by 
battalion,  regiment  or  fingle  company,  to 
caufe  the  militia  to  be  exercifed  and 
trained  agreeably  to  the  faid  rules  of  dif- 
eipline- 

8.  And  be  it  further,  enabled.  That  all 
commiffioned  officers  ffiall  take  rank  ac*- 
cording  to  the  date  of  their  commiffions ; 
and  when  two  of  the  fame  grade  bear  an 
equal  date,  then  the  rank  to  be  determined 
by  lot,  to  be  diawn  by  them  before  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  brigade,  regi- 
ment, battalion,  company  or  detachment. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enaHed^  That  if  any 
perfon,  whether  officer  or  foldier,  belong- 
ing to  the  militia  of  any  State,  and  called 
out  into  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
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be  wounded  or  di fabled  while  in  aftual 
fervice,  he  lhall  be  taken  care  of  and  pro- 
vided for  at  the  public  expence. 

10.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaBed^  That  it  fhall  Brigade  infpedv 
be  the  duty  of  the  Brigade  Infpedlor  to  at- 

tend  the  regimental  and  battalion  meet- 
ings of  the  militia  compoling  their  feveral 
brigades,  during  the  time  of  their  being 
under  arms  ; to  infpe£i  their  arms,  ammuni- 
tion and  accoutrements  ; fuperintend  their 
exercife  and  manoeuvres,  and  introduce 
the  fyftem  of  military  difeipline  bdbre  de- 
feribed  throughout  the  brigade,  agreeable  to 
law’,  and  fuch  orders  as  they  mall,  from 
time  to  time,  receive  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  State  ; to  make  returns  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  State,  at  leaft 
once  in  every  year,  of  the  militia  (;f. the 
brigade  to  which  he  belongs,  reporting 
therein  the  aSlual  fituation  of  the  arms, 
accoutrements  and  ammunition  of  the  feve- 
ral corps,  and  every  other  thing  which  in 
his  judgment  may  relate  to  their  govern- 
ment, and  the  general  advancement  of  good 
order,  and  military  difeipline  ; and  the  Ad- 
jutant-General fhall  make  a return  of  all 
tile  militia  of  the  State  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  faid  State,  and  a duplicate 
of  the  fame  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
Slates. 

And  whereas  fundry  corps  of  artillery,  independent 

I 'n  c i"r  companies. 

cavalry  and  infantry,  now  cxiii  in  leveral  ot 
the  faid  States,  which  by  the  laws,  cuftoms 
or  ufages  thereof,  have  not  been  incorporat- 
ed with,  or  fubjc6l  to,  the  general  regula- 
tions of  the  militia: 

11.  Be  it  further  cnaBcd^  That  fuch  corps 
retain  their  accuflomed  privileges,  fubjett 
ncvcrthclcfs  to  all  other  duties  required 

by 
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by  Qiis  a^,  in  like  manner  with  the  <jihcr 

militria. 

il.wliit'  'i»>  »'  iltiai 

And  whereas  the  refcrvations  con^\ 
tained  in  the  fald  Conftitation,  relative  to  \ 
the  militia  af  the  Staler  refpeftively,  ren- 
der it  neceffary  that  proviiion  Ihould  be 
made  in  the  premifes  by  the  Legiflature  of/ 
this  State ; 

Section  i.  Be  tV  thtrefort  inaBed  by  phis 
General  A^embly^  and  hy  the  av/thority  there- 
of it  is  enaUedy  That  the  whole  militia  of 
this  State  lhall  be  arranged  into  onedivifion  j 
that  the  faid  divihon  fhall  conltilute  four 
brigades ; that  the  militia  in  the  counties  of 
Newport  and  Briftol  fliall  form  one  brigade  ; 
the  militia  in  the  county  of  Providence,  one 
brigade  j the  militia  in  the  county  of  Wafli- 
ington,  one  brigade  j and  the  militia  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  one  brigade  : That  the 
brigade  in  the  Counties  of  Newport  and 
Briftol  fliall  conflft  of  three  regiments ; the 
brigade  in  the  county  of  Providence#  of  fi:!t 
regiments  ; the  brigade  in  the  county  of 
Waftiington,  of  three  regiments;  and  the 
brigade  in  the  county  of  Kent,  of  two  regi- 
ments : And  that  each  regiment,  whofe  num- 
bers, in  the  opinion  of  the  field  officers, 
will  admit  of  it,  ffiall  be  divided  into  twp 
battalions. 

Sec.  a.  And  he  it  further  enaBed,  That 
the  regiments  aforefaid  be  conftituted  as 
follows,  to  wit:  That  the  towns  of  New- 
port, Portfmouth,  New-Shoreham,  jamef- 
town  and  Middletown,  conftitute  one  regi- 
ment ; and  the  towns  of  Tiverton  and  Lit- 
tle-Compton,  one  regiment : That  the  towns 
of  Briftol,  Warren  and  Barrington,  confti- 
tute One  regiment : That  the  towns  of 
Providence  and  North-Providence  con- 
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field  tad  CttBibctland,  one  regiment ; the 
to\tn  of  Scitnate,  one  regiment ; the  town 
of  CMocflfter,  one  regiment  ; the  towns  of 
CrtnlhxQ  xnd  I^ohnfton,  one  regiment ; and 
the  town  of  Foiter,  one  regiment  : That  the 
towns  of  Wellerly,  Charlellown  and  Hop- 
fiinton,  Gonftitutc  one  regiment;  the  towns 
of Nottli-.Kingftpvm  and  Exeter,  one  regi- 
ment ; and  the  towns  of  South-Kingftown 
and  Richmond,  one  regiment  : That  the 
towns  of  Warwick  and  Eaft-Greenwich 
conftiiute  one  regiment ; and  the  towns  of 
Weft-Greenwich  and  Coventry,  one  regi- 
ment. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  auzBed,  That  there  Companies 
he  four  companies  of  militia  in  the  town  of  ftituted. 
Newport,  five  in  the  town  of  Providence, 
two  in  tlie  town  of  Portfmouth,  three  in 
the  town  of  Warwick,  four  in  the  town  of 
Werterly,  one  in  the  town  of  New-Shore- 
ham,  four  in  the  town  of  North-Kingllown, 
f6ur  in.  the  town  of  South-Kingfiown,  two 
in  the  town  of  Eafi- Greenwich,  one  in  the 
town  of  Jameftown,  four  in  the  town  of 
Smidifieltf,  four  in  the  town  of  Scittiate, 
fix  in  the  town  of  Gloccfter,  in  the 
town  of  Charlcftown,  three  in  the  town  of 
Weft-Greenwich,  four  in  the  town  of  Co- 
Tcrtiry,  three  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  one  in 
the  town  of  Middletown,  one  in  the  town  of 
Briflbol,  three  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  tw'o 
in  the  town  of  Little-Compton,  two  in  the 
town  of  Warren,  three  in  the  town  of  Cum- 
bcriaiifd,  two  in  the  town  of  Richmond, 
thiree  in  the  town  of  Cranfton,  Four  in  the 
ttrwn  of  Hopkinton,  two  in  the  town  of 
Jobnfton,  two  in  ihc  town  of  North-Provi- 
dcnce,  one  in  the  town  of  Barrington,  and 
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how  of>  fc5ur  in  the  town  of  Fofter:  And  that  thtf 
■ aforefaid  divilion,  brigades,  regimerrts,  bat- 
talions and  companies,  be  ofBcered  agreea> 
bly  to  the  above  recited  a6t  of  Coiigrefs^ 
and  that  the  ofi&cers  be  engaged  according  to 
law, 

PeriMneht  ex-  Scc.  4.  Aud  hc  it  JufthtY  cTtaBed*,  That  in 
tn^uons.  addition  to  the  perfons  exempted  from  mili- 
tary duty  b)  the  aft  of  Congrefs  herein  before 
recited,  there  fhall  be,  and  hereby  are,  ex- 
empted from  fuch  duty,  the  followingperfons, 
to  wit : All  perfons  who  have  holden  the  of- 
fices of  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor; 
all  perfons  who  fuftaincd  any  military  com- 
miffion  or  commiffions,  previous  to  the  laft 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1796,  and  took  their 
engagement  thereupon  according  to  law  5 
all  perfons  who  after  the  faid  laft  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1796,  lhall  hold  any  mili- 
tary commilfion  or  commiflions  for  the 
fpace  of  five  years  fucceffively,  and  take 
their  engagements  thereupon  according  to 
law  ; and  all  perfons,  who  after  the  faid  laft 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1796,  fhall  hold 
any  military  commilfion  or  commiffions,  and 
fhall  take  their  engagements  thereupon  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  lhall  be  therefrom  fuf- 
pended  or  left  out  by  any  eleftion  of  the 
General  Alfembly. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaBed,  That 
perfons  of  the  follo-wing  defcription,  fo 
long  as  they  fhall  continue  of  faid  defcrip- 
tion, lhall  be,  and  hereby  are,  exempted 
from  military  duty,  to  wit:  The  members 
of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature,  the  Juf- 
tices  and  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  the  Juftices  and  Clerks  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  the  Secretary,  the  Attor- 
ney- 
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ncy-General,  the  General-Treafurer,  the 
High-SherifF  of  each  county,  juftices  of  the 
Peace,  one  Ferryrpan  at  each  ftated  ferryj 
who  ufiially  attends  the  faitie ; one  Miller 
at  each  grift  mill,  who  ufually  >attends  the 
fame  ; every  fettled  or  ordained  Minifter  of 
the  gofpel,  the  Preftdeht,  Pfofeflbrs,  Tu- 
tors, Students  and  Steward  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  College ; Town-Council  men,  Town- 
T reafurers,  Town-Clerks,  Town-Sergeants, 
praflifing  Phylicians,  Surgeons,  Apothe- 
caries, Preceptors  and  Ulhers  of  Acade- 
mies and  fchools,  Enginerrien,  and  every 
member  of  a chartered  independent  military 
body,  who  fhall  deliver,  once  for  all,  a cer- 
tificate from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  faid 
body,  that  he  is  a member  of  fuch  body,  and 
completely  equipped  according  to  law,  and 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  faid  body. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enabled,  That 
whenever  any  member  of  ariy  filch  charter-  given  of  leaving 
ed  independent  military  body  Ihall  ceafe, 
otherwife  than  by  death  or  removal  out  of 
the  State,  to  be  a member  thereof,  it  fhall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
fuch  body  forthwith  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  militia  com- 
pany within  the  bounds  of  which  the  faid 
member  flialf  then  refidC. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Notics  oienrsj- 
every  pCrfon  liable  by  this  act  to  do  military 
duty,  Ihall  be  deerhed  and  adjudged  to  have 
notice  of  his  being  enrolled,  by  the  Captain 
or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  company  of 
militia,  within  the  bounds  of  which  he  Ihall 
tefide  ; ptovided  that  fuch  perfon  fliail  have 
refided  three  months  in  the  town  in  which 
fuch  company  fhall  be. 

3ee.  8.  And  be  it  further  enabled,  That  Rctuu.p, 
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it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Cbminanding  Of- 
ficer of  every  company  to  make  a return  of 
the  fame  to  the  Commandants  of  their  fe- 
fpeftive  regiments,  who  ftiaU  make  returns 
of  their  refpeftive  regiments  to  the  Briga- 
dier-Generals : And  where  faid  companies 
or  regiments  arc  not  refpeftively  attached 
to  any  regiment  or  brigade,  returns  fhall  be 
made  to  the  Adjutant-General.  And  it 
fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Brigade-Major  of 
fuch  brigade,  to  form  a brigade  return,  and 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  Adjutant-General, 
who  fhall,  from  the  feveral  returns  thus 
made,  form  a general  return,  and  prefent 
the  fame  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  State,  and  a copy  thereof  to 
the  Major-General;  and  tranfmit  another 
duplicate  thereof  to  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  ; and  that  the  general  return 
aforefaid,  and  the  copies  thereof,  be  made, 
prefented  and  tranfmitted  as  aforefaid,  on 
or  before  the  firft  day  of  January,  annually. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enabled^  That 
on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  April,  and  on  the 
fecond  Wednefday  in  September,  in  every 
year,  the  militia  of  this  State  fhall  meet  by 
companies  (unlefs  the  weather  on  ihofe 
days  fhall  be  foul,  in  which  cafe  they  fhall 
meet  on  the  next  fair  day)  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  training,  difeiplining  and  improving 
them  in  martial  exercife;  and  in  the  month 
of  Oftober,  in  every  year,  in  regiment  or 
battalion;  and  that  the  places  of  rendez- 
vouzing  by  companies  be  appointed  by  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  refpeftive  com- 
panies ; the  places  of  regimental  or  bat- 
talion rendezvous,  by  the  Commandants  of 
the  regiments  refpeftively  ; and  the  days  of 
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regimental  or  battalion  rendezvous*  by  the 
relpe^live  Brigadiers. 

Sec.  lo.  And  be  it  further  enaBed,  That  Orders  for  muf- 
it  ftjall  be  the  duty  of  the  Brigade-Major 
of  each  brigade,  to  fumilh  a copy  of  all  or- 
ders for  muller  to  the  Commandants  of  regi- 
ments within  each  refpeftive  brigade  ; and 
of  the  Adjutant  of  each  regiment  to  furnilh 
a copy  of  all  orders  for  mufter  from  the 
Commandants  thereof,  to  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  refpeftive  companies. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enaBed,  That  Companies,  how 
whenever  the  Commanding  Officer  of  any 
company  ffiall  receive  orders  from  his  Bri- 
gadier, or  the  Commandant  of  his  regiment, 
he  ffiall  iffue  his  warrant  for  the  affembling 
of  his  company,  at  leaft  ten  days  before  the 
time  appointed  for  mufter,  direfled  to  one 
or  more  non-commiffioned  officer  or  offi- 
cers, private  or  privates,  by  him  fpecially 
appointed,  requiring  him  or  them  to  warn 
the  men  of  faid  company,  either  in  general 
or  in  diftrifls,  to  be  by  him  affigned,  to  af- 
femble,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed 
therein,  equipped  according  to  law.  And 
the  warning  officer  aforefaid  ffiall  warn  the 
men  as  aforefaid,  either  by  perfonal  notice, 
or  by  leaving  word  at  their  ufual  places  of 
abode,  fix  days  before,  and  ffiall  return  his 
warrant,  with  the  name  of  every  man  fo 
warned,  to  the  faid  Commanding  Officer, 
one  day  before  the  day  of  affembling,  as 
aforefaid. 

Sec.  1%.  And  be  it  further  enaBed^  That  Poft  captains 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  feveraP'’"^ ■■ 
companies  of  militia  in  this  State  ffiall  take 
poll,  according  to  the  dates  of  their  refpec- 
;ive  commiffionsj  and  that  th^ir  companies 
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ftiall  take  poll  with  thcip  in  the  fame 
tion  when  on  parade. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enaBed^ 
when  the  militia,  or  any  part  of  them,  (hall 
be  aflembled  together  for  review  or  train- 
ing, it  fhall  jbe  in  the  power  of  the  Com- 
manding Officer  prefent  to  puniffi  alldifor- 
ders,  or  breaches  of  military  order  and 
difcipline,  whether  in  non-commiffioned  of- 
ficers or  privates,  by  immediately  putting 
the  offender  under  guard,  for  a fpace  of 
time  not  exceeding  twelve  hours,  or  by 
fining  him,  not  exceeding  fix  dollars,  at 
the  diferetion  of  the  faid  Commanding  Of- 
ficer; which  fine  ffiall  be  certified  by  the 
officer  inflilfing  the  fame,  to  fome  one  Juf- 
tice  of  the  Peace,  and  collected,  paid  over 
and  appropriated,  in  the  manner  preferibed 
by  the  fifteenth  feftion  of  this  atf.  And 
if  any  commiffioned  officer  fhall  behave  in 
a,  diforderly  or  infolent  manner,  when  the 
militia,  or  any  part  of  them,  fhall  be  affem- 
bled  as  aforefaid,  the  faid  officer  fhall  be 
liable  to  be  arrefled  and  tried  for  fuch  be- 
haviour by  a Court-Martial,  and  if  found 
guilty,  fhall  be  broken. 

Sec.  14.  And  be.  it  further  enaBed^  That 
every  non-commiflioned  officer  or  private, 
who  fhall  regleft  to  appear  (being  firft  le- 
gally warnedj  at  the  regimental  or  battalion 
rendezvous,  fhall  forfeit  two  dollars  for 
every  day  of  fuch  neglelt  ; and  every  one 
who  fhall  neglctt  to  appear  (being  firft  le- 
gally warnedj  at  the  company  parade,  fliall 
forfeit  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  every 
day  of  fuch  negleft ; and  if  he  (liall  not  be 
armed  and  equipped  according  to  the  faid 
a61  of  Congrefs,  when  fo  appearing,  in  cafe 
befiiall  have  refided  in  this  State  fix  months, 
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and  fhall  not,  within  ten  days  after  fuc!| 
rendezvous  or  parade,  produce  to  the  Com- 
tnanding  Officer  of  his  company  a certifi- 
cate from  the  Clerk  of  the  Town-Council 
of  the  town,  that  he  had  been  adjudged  by 
faid  Town-Council  unable  to  arm  and  equip 
himfelf,  he  lhall,  for  appearing  without  a 
gun,  forfeit  twenty-five  cents  ; without  a 
bayonet  and  belt,  eight  cents  j without  a 
cartouch-box  and  cartridges,  eight  cents  j 
without  a knapfack,  four  cents  i and  with- 
out flints,  primiiig-wire  and  brufh,  four 
cents. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enabled^  That  Firtts,  how 
at  the  expiration  of  ten  days  after  fuch  ren- 
dezv  ous  or  parade,  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer of  every  company  fhall  deliver  to  fome 
one  juftice  of  the  Peace,  refiding  in  the  fame 
town,  a copy  of  his  warrant,  and  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  warning  officer  thereon,  together 
with  a lilt  of  the  delinquents,  in  not  appear- 
ing at  the  rendezvous  or  parade  as  afore- 
faid,  and  of  the  delinquents,  in  not  being 
equipped  in  the  articles  enumerated  in  the 
preceding  feflion  of  this  aft,  and  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  equipment  aforefaid  in  which  they 
(ball  have  been  deficient,  and  of  fuch  offend- 
ers as  he  fhall  fine,  or  fhall  incur  a fine,  by 
virtue  of  the  provifions  of  the  thirteenth  or 
eighteenth  feftion  of  this  aft,  who  fliall 
not  have  paid  their  fines  to  faid  Commanding 
Officer,  or  fhall  not  have  rendered  to  him  a 
fatisfaftory  ejtcufe  for  their  delinquencies  ; 
and  the  faid  Juftice  of  the  Peace  fhall,  within 
ten  days  after  he  fliall  have  received  fuch 
copy  and  lift  from  fuch  Commanding  Officer, 
iffue  his  warrant  againft  each  of  fuch  delin- 
quents or  affenders,  direfted  to  the  Town- 
Sergeant  or  either  of  the  Conftablcs  of  faid 
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tawn,  requiring  them  to  levy,  of  the  good i 
and  chattels  of  fuch  delinquent  or  offender, 
the  firie  or  fines  aforefaid,  together  with 
twei'ty-five  cents  for  faid  warrant,  and!  all 
th'-  1 lid  Ju^Itice’s  proceedings  thereon,  and 
fuch  fees  as  are  allowed  by  law  for  ferving 
the  fame ; and  for  want  of  fuch  goods  or 
chattels  to  be  found,  to  commit  the  body 
of  fuch  delinquent  or  offender  to  gaol,  and 
to  return  the  faid  warrant  in  twenty  days 
from  the  date  thereof.  And  in  cafe  fuch 
delinquent  or  offender  fhall  be  within  age, 
and  live  with  his  father,  mother  or  guardian, 
or  fhall  be  an  apprentice  or  indented  fer- 
vant,  the  faid  Town-Sergeant  or  Conftable 
fhall  be  required  by  faid  warrant  to  levy 
the  fame  upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  faid 
father,  mother,  guardian,  mailer  or  raiflrefs, 
as  the  cafe  may  be  ; and  the  faid  Town- 
Sergeant  or  Conftable  fhall  be  allowed,  for 
ferving  f;aid  warrant,  the  fame  fees  as  arc 
allowed  by  law  for  ferving  an  execution. 
And  if  faid  warrant  fhall  be  returned  non  ejl 
inventus.,  the  faid  Juflice  is  hereby  authoriz- 
ed to  iffue  an  alias  warrant  at  any  time  after. 

How  ipprcpriat- the  moDcy  fo  levied,  and  the  money 
paid  as  a commutation  hereafter  mentioned, 
fhall  be  paid  to  t)ie  faid  Captain  or  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  company,  at  the  re- 
turn of  faid  warrants,  to  be  appropriated 
to  pay  the  expence  of  warning  faid  compa-* 
ny,  and  that  of  mufic  (proyided  the  expence 
of  mufic  ftiall  not  exceed  per  day  one  dol- 
lar to  the  drummer,  and  one  dollar  to  the 
fifer)  and  to  purchafe  colours;  and  the  re- 
fidue  thereof,  if  any,  fhall  be  paid  to  the 
Town-Councils  of  the  feveral  towns,  to  be 
by  them  appropriated  to  the  arming  and 
equipping  of  thofe  who  are  not  able  to  arm 
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aftdietjuip  ftiefnfelves.  And  the  Command- 
inig  O H icer  of  the  company  fhall  allow 
fmtniot  c^xceedrng  the  rate  of  one  dollar  pejr 
day,  to  the  warning  officer  aforefaid,  for 
each  and  every  day  that  he  fiiall  or  ought 
to  be^mployed  in  warning  laid  company,  to 
be  judged  of  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
aforefaid. 

Sec.  i'6.  Provided  nevertkelefs^  and  bt  it  Dc  linquents 
further  enaEled^  That  the  faid  Captain  or  - 

Commanding  Officer  ihall  excuk  f rom  the  tion. 
payment  of  his  fine  for  one  year  any  of  the 
delinquents  aforefaid,  provided  fuch  delin- 
quent Ihall  annually  produce  to  faid  Captain 
or  Commanding  Officer  a certificate  of  his 
belonging  to  the  fociety  of  Friends,  from 
the  Clerk  of  faid  fociety,  and  pay  three 
dollars  as  an  annual  commutation,  or  annu- 
ally produce  a certificate  from  any  Judge  or 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  that  fubh  delinquent 
hath  made  oath  or  affirmation  before  faid 
Judge  or  Juftice,  that  he  is  confcientioufly 
fcrupulous  againft  bearing  arms,  and  ffiall 
pay  three  dollars  as  an  annual  commutation 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  Commanding 
it  ffiall  be  the  dtrty  of  the  Commanding -Of- 
ficer  of  every  company  of  militia- in  thi-s-^'^- 
State,  to  make  return  of  all  the  fines  and 
commutations  by  him  colleded,  and  how 
difpofed  of,  to  the  Commandant  of- his  regi- 
ment, on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  January, 
in  every  year. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  fuH her  enabled,  That  Penalty  for 
every  non-commiffioned  officer  or  private, 
who  ffiall  negleft  or  refufe  to  warn  the  men  pa“r- 
of  his  company,  when  thereto  required,  as 
provided  in  the  eleventh  fc6tion  of  this-afil, 
without  fiifficient  excufe,  ffiall  forfeit  the 
fum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  le-wied  and  colle-B- 
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ed  .after  the  day  appointed  for  reridezvotis 
or  parade,  in  the  "manner  preferibed  for  the 
colleftionof  fines  by  the  toeenth  feftion  of 
this  a6i. 

Sec.  19.  And  It  it  further  enabled.  That 
Officers  negua-  every  commiffioned  officer,  who  ffiall  neglect 
refufe  to  appear  on  parade  with  his  com- 
pany, when  duly  notified,  and  not  having 
fufficient  excufe,  ffiall  be  tried  by  a Court- 
Martial  ; and  if  found  guilty,  ffiall  be 
broken,  ahd  reduced  to  the  ranks. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enabled,)  That 
every  regimental  Court-Martial  ffiall  cohfid 
of  at  lead  five  commiffioned  officers,  one 
whereof  at  lead  being  a Captain,  and  ffiall  be 
appointed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  regiment,  who  is  empowered  to  confirm,, 
mitigate  or  difapprove,  any  fenter.ee  by  them 
Cenerai  Court-  given.  And  that  cvcry  General  Court-Mar- 
tial  ffiall  confid  of  at  lead  thirteen  commif- 
fioned officers,‘one  whereof  to  be  a General 
or  Field  Officer,  and  none  under  the  grade 
of  a Captain,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Major- 
General,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the  next  offi- 
cer prefent  in  command,  who  is  empowered 
to  confirm,  mitigate  or  difapprove,  any 
fentence  by  them  given. 

Sec.  2X.  And  be  it  further  enaBed,  That 
the  divifionsof  companies,  as  now  exiding 
in  the  feveral  towns,  be  continued,  fubjebt 
however  to  fuch  alterations  as  their  prefent 
numbers  or  future  increafe  or  diminution 
may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Field  Officers  of 
the  regiments  refpeftively  to  which  they  be- 
long, from  time  to  time  render  neceffary  or 
expedient. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enaBed^  That 
Militia  fubjsdtlo  whenever  the  military  force  of  this  State, 
the  arucies  of  any  part  thereof,  ffiall  be  called  into  aftual 
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‘jfervioe,  i;  IhaJl  be  Ciibjdft  tb  t^e  ariiolb$ 
of  war,  prcfcribed  by  Ccmgrefs,  for  dio 
Igovertivment  of  the  troops  of  th^  Uoite4 
Slates. 

. Sec.  ^3.  And  be  it  fuacthtr  tnaUed-,  That  Com^iflafy. 
in  addition  |o  the  officers  to  be  appointed  General,  &c. 
purfuant  to  the  afore .4:eciled  of-CeH-  * 

grefs,  there  be  al(o  appointed  for,  the  mili- 
tia of  this  State,  one  f)ireftor  and  Purveyor- 
General  of  the  military  hofpital,  one  Quar- 
terraafter-General,  one  Coramiffary-Ge- 
neral,  with  the  power  of  fubftitution  a$ 
occafion  may  require,  and  that  the  Adjutant- 
General  ffiall  have  the  rank  of  LieutenanW 
Colonel  Commandant. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enured*  That  , 

,,  op  ^ . , . . ' , . Officers  to  te 

all  othcers  ot  the  militia,  deriving  the^r  pointedannuajij, 

appointments  from  the  General  lAiiembly, 

ffiall  hold  their  refpefl.ive  appointments  for 

and  during  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 

time  of  their  refpedive  appointments,  except 

in  cafe  of  refignation,  or  being  rernoved 

by  the  Legiflature  for  mifdemeanor,  or 

broken  by  a fentence  of  a Court-Martiah 

Sec.  25.  And  -be  it Jwrther  ena^ed.  That  Mhitiaofiwriet? 
the  militia  of  New-Shoreham  and  Jamef- 

town  ffiall  not  be  obliged  to  rendez  - company, 
vous  in  battalion  or  regiment,  but  in 
Company  only,  and  then  the  militia  of 
New-Shoreham  On  the  ifland  of  Block- 
Ifland,  and  the  militia  of  Jameftown  on  thC 
ifland  of  Connanicutt. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  -it  Juriher  enaHedy  That  ^Varh-d  to  traiij 
whenever  it  fliall  happen  that  any  Surveyor  ^oik  on 
of  the  highways  ffiall  have- warned  the  men 
of  his  diftri^t  to  work  on  the  highways, 
on  the  fame  day  that  is  or  ffiall  be  af- 
figned  for  training,  purfuant  to  this  aft, 
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Senior  Clafs, 

-tKe  faid  w?irnirig  to  w6rk  iipoiv  the  highw^ 
ibaU  be  conlidered  as  fuperfeded. 

^Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enaHed^  That 
this  aft  fhall  be  read  once  in  every  year^  at  a 
company  training  of  every  company  of 
militia  in  this  State. 

I t i i>  III  ’ ; ^ 

An  A3  to  'ejidblijh  the  Senior  Clafs, 

.Seftion.  j.  ^ i^  enaUed  by  the  General 
J3  AJfembly^  and  by  the  authority 
thereof  it  is  ena3ed^  That  allpcrfons  exempt- 
ed from  military  duty  in  the  militia,  by  virtue 
of  the  aft  entitled,  “ An  aft  to  organise  the 
militia  of  this  State,”  be  and  they  are 
hereby  formed  into  a feparate  corps,  to  be 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Senior 
Clafs  : That  the  feveral  companies  and  regi- 
ments of  fcnior  clafs  be  ofl&cered  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  militia,  and  be  under  the 
command  of  the  Brigadiers  of  the  militia 
in  the.diftrifts  refpeftively  wherein  they 
fhall  be  formed; 

See.  2.  And  be  ib  further  ena3ed^  That 
the  fenior  clafs  of  the  town  of  Providence 
conftitate  one  company ; that  of  the  town 
of  Cranfton,  one  company ; that  of  the 
town  of  Johnfton,  one  company  ; that  of 
the  town  of  North^-Providence,  one  com- 
pany ; that  of  the  town  of  Smithfield,  one 
company;  that  of  the  town  of  Cumber- 
land, one  company  j that  of  the  town  of 
Scituate,  one  company  ; that  of  the  town  of 
Gloceftcr,  one  company  ; that  of  the  town 
of  Fofter,  one  company  ; which  faid  com- 
painies  fhall  form  one  regiment : That  the 
lenior  clafs  of  the  town  of  Weflerly  con- 
ftitute  one  company  ; that  of  the  town  of 
Clwleftown,  one  company;  that  of  the 

town 
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